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BULL

OF

OUR .HOLY FATHER POPE BENEDICT XIII

APPROVING

THE RULES AND THE INSTITUTE

OF THE

-BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

BENEDICTUS, Eriscoprus SER-
VUS SERVORUM DEL

Ad perpetuam rei memuriamn.

IN APOSTOLICE DIGNITATIS
soLro, divina disponente clemen-
tia, nullis Nostris licet suffra-
gantibus meritis, sed solum per
ineffabilem divinz bonitatis gra-
tiam constituti, illiusque vices
gerentes in terris qui gloriosus
regnat in ccelis, ex incumbenti
Nobis pastoralis officii debito,
ad ea libenter intendimus per
quee piee Christifidelium volun-
tates, presertim in Institutorum
fundationibus ex quibus litte-
rarum studia, et pauperum ado-
lescentium illis vacare volen-

BENEDICT, BisHOP, SERVANT '
OF THE SERVANTS OF Gob.

For a perpetual memorial of the
matter.

HAvING BEEN RAISED TO THE
DIGNITY OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE

by a disposition of the divine

clemency, ‘though without any
merits of Our own, but solely
by an unspeakable favour of di-
vine goodness, and holding-on
carth the place of Him who
gloriously reigneth in heaven,
in compliance with the duty in-
cumbent on Us from Our pas-
toral charge, We willingly di-
rect Our attention to those
things which may bring about
the due fulfilment of the pious
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intentions of the faithful, more
especially in what regards the
foundation of Institutes which
prdmote 'literary culture, favour
the progress of the children of
‘the poor who ‘are desirous of
studying in order to cultivate
_with fruit the Lord’s vineyard,
and increase learning and wis-
dom. Wherefore, to the salu-
tary Ordinances and Statutes of
such Institutes, to the end that
they may rest on a more solid
‘basis and be observed through
all future time, We gladly add,
especially when We are request-
ed to.do so, the strong support
of Our .{postolic"' confirmation,
and bestow Our efficacious aid
-and co-operation according as
We deem it useful in the Lord,
" after having weighed, with ma-
ture and diligent consideration,
the conditions and circumstances
of persons, places and times.
Now, there has recently been
presented .to Us on the part of
Our well-beloved sons, the Su-
perior General and the Brothers
of the Christian Schools, (és
they are called), of the city of
Rheims, a petition which sets
forth that, some time previous-
ly, naniely, in the year of our
Lord one thousand six hundred
‘and eighty, the late devout serv-
ant of God, Joux BaptisT DELA
SaLLE, while Canon of the Met-
ropolitan Church of Rheims,

tium profectus ad fructuosam
agri Dominici culturam, ac doc-

trinee et sapientie incrementa

propagantur,. suum debitum
consequi valeant adimplemen-
tum; et propterea eorumdem

‘Institutorum salubribus Ordi-

nationibus et Statutis, ut fir-
miora subsistant et perpetuo
futuris temporibus observentur,
potissimum cum a Nobis peti-
tur, Apostolice¢ confirmationis

robur libenter adjicimus, opem- -

que et operas Nostras impendi-
mus efficaces, prout persona-
rum, locorum’ et bemporum
qualitatibus et clrcumstantns,
matura et diligenti considera-

‘tione pensatis, in . Domino con-

spicimus salubriter expedire.

SaNE pro parte dilectorum

“filiorum modernorum, Superio-

ris Generalis et Fratrum Scho-
larum Christianarum . nuncupa-
torum civitatis Remensis, Nobis
nuper exhibita 'petitio contine-
bat, quod alias, videlicet de
anno Domini millesimo sexcen-
tesimo octogesimo, quondam
tune in humanis agens pius Dei
famulus JoaNNES BaPTIsSTA DE
La SALLE, dum viveret Canoni- -
cus Ecclesiz Metropolitane Re-
mensis, pie considerans innu-



mera que ex ignorantia, omnium
origine malorum, - proveniunt
scandala, presertim in illis qui
vel egestate oppressi, vel fabrili

eperi unde vitam eliciunt ope-

ram dantes, quarumvis scientia-
rum humanarum, ex defectu
xris impendendi, non ‘solum
penitus rudes, sed quod magis
dolendum est elementa religio-
~nis christian persepe ignorant,
- quoddam Institutum sub titulo
FraTrRUM ScHOLARUM CHRISTTA-
.NARUM nuncupatorum, et sub

infrascriptis Regulis per Sedem

Apostolicam approbandis et con-
firmandis, . ad Dei. laudem et

pauperum levamen, sub [aucto--
ritate] Sedis Apostolice prefate,

‘ac patrocinio sanctissimi Infan-
tis JEsu et sancti Joseph, fun-
davit in civitate Remensi ; quod-
que Institutum hujusmodi, be-
‘nedicente Domino fructus suos,
in variis .regni Galliarum, , et

presertim in Rothomagensi, et

Parisiensi, ac Avenionensi, et
ACamutensn, ac Laudunensi, et
‘I'recensi, ac Audomarensi, et Bo-
‘loniensi, ac Alesiensi, et Gratia-
- nopolitani, ac Mimatensi, et
_Ma.ss1hens1, ac ngonensn, et
Uticensi, ac Eduensi, respective
dicecesibus propagatum fuit, in

.

_quibus dicti Fratres sub tenore

mlrascnptarum Regulnmm

being moved with' pity at the
sight of the innumerable scan-
dals that spring from ignorance,
the source of all evils; more

‘particularly among those who, -

whether crushed down by warit,
or busy. with ‘manual* labour
in' order - to gain a livelihood,
are not only extremely .igno-
rant of all human sciences for
want-of the necessary pecunia-
ry. means, but, what is  more

-lamentable, - are often without

the knowledge of the elements
of the Christian religion, found-
ed in the city of Rheims, under
the authority of the aforesaid
Apostolic See, and under the

patronage of the .Most Holy

Infant Jesus and of St. Joseph,
an Institute known by the title

.of the BRoTHERS OF THE CHRIS-

TIAN ScHooLs (as they- are
called), for the glory of God and
the relief of the poor, and under
Rules hereinafter set forthforthe
approbation and confirmation of
the Apostolic See ; and that this
Institute, by the blessing of God
on its fruits, has spread in va-
rious dioceses' of 'th_e kingdom
of France, and more particularly

‘in, those of Rouen, Paris, Avi-

gnon; Chartres, Laon, Troyes,
Saint-Omer,- Boulogne, Alais,
Grenoble, Mende, - Marseilles,

" Langres, Uz¢s and Autun res-

pectively, in which places the

‘said Brothers have hitherto lived
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dnd now live under the tenor
of the following Rules, namely- :

‘First.. - That. being instituted
under the pj‘otection of the Most
Holy Infant Jesus and the pat-
ronage of St. Joseph., they should

make it their chief care to teach

children. . especially poor chil-
dren, those things which pertain

" to & good and Christian lifc : that .

zeal for the education of youth
in accordance with the standard
of Christian law should be. the
speclal ccharacteristic, and. so to
speak. the spirit of their Insti-
tute.

Second. That they obey the
Superior General for the time
bemg. elected by themselves.
and: live in those dioceses into
which they have been admitted
.by the consent of the Bishops.
and under their authority.

" Third. That their Superior
" General be for life ; that he be
elected by-hallot and by the se-
cret votes of.the assembled Di-
rectors of the principal houses ;
that also. by the same’ voters,
in ‘the same assembly and in
the same way, two Assistants
be elected: to form the Council
of - the Siiperior General for
the time being. and to aid him
in the proper administration of
affairs.

= Primo. Videlicet, quod ipsi
sub clientela sanctissimi Infan-
tis JeEsc. et patrocinio sancti
Joseph instituti, hoc maxime
cavere debeant ut pueros, pree-
sertim pauperes, ad ea que ad
hene christianeque ‘vivendum
pertinent, erudiant ; Iustituti-

‘illorum dos precipua et quasi

spiritus Instituti, puerilis insti-
tutionis ad: christiane legis nor-

mam, zelus esse debeat.

Secundo. Quod pareant pro
tempore existenti Superiori Ge--
nerali ab ipsis electo, vivantque
in illis dicecesibus in quibus
admissi sunt’de consensu Epi-
scoporum, et sub eorumdem
auctoritate.

Tertio. Quod eorum Superior
Generalis sit perpetuus, ejusque. .
electio fiat scrutinio ac secretis
suffragiis per Directores prewci-
puarum domorum congregatos ;
itidemque eligantur ab eisdem,
in eodem. consessu et eodem.
modo, duo Assistentes qui pro
tempore existenti Superiori Ge-
nerali sint a Consiliis, eumque-
in recta administratione adju-
vent.
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Quarto. Quod Assistentes. in
ea.degant domo in gua Supe-
rior Generalis pro tempore com-
morabitur. ejusque consiliis in-
tersint. et manum ‘commodent.
exigente necessitate, ad respon-
dendum litteris quas aceipiet.

. Quinto.

gratis pueros edoceant, neque
pecuniam aut muners a disci-
pulis vel eorum parentibus
" oblata accipiant.

Seaxto. Quod scholas regant

semper associati, et saltem bini-

simul singulis scholis prasint.

Septimo. Quod nullus ¢ Fra-
tribus Sacerdotium ambiat, aut
ad Ordines ecclesiasticos aspiret.

Octavo. Quod Fratres admit-
tantur in dicto Instituto in de-
cimo sexto aut decimo septimo
eorum etatis anno, votis se
obligent ad triennium tantum,
eaque vota singulis annis reno-
vent, donec vigesimum quintum
eorum getatis annum attigerint
et compleverint, : quo tempore
ad vota perpetua emittenda ad-
mittantur. -

- Nono. 'Quod vota Fratrum
sint castitatis, paupertatis, obe-

Quod - ipsi - Fratres.

Fourth. That the Assistants.
dwell in the same house in which
the Superior General for the
time - being resides; that they

. take .part in his deliberations,
‘and, when necessity requires it.

give him a helping hand in
answering the letters he may

_receive,

Fifth. That the said Brothers
teach children gratuitously, and
that they receive neither money
nor presents, when. offered by
the pupils or their parents. -

Sixth. That they be always
associated in keeping schools,
and that there be at least two
together in the direction of each
school.

‘Seventh. That none of the
Brothery ambition the ‘priest-
hood, or aspire to ecclesiastical -
Orders. i

1
CE

- Eighth. That the Brothers..
may be admitted into the said
Institute in the sixteenth or sev-
enteenth year of »tﬁeir_ age;
that they bind themselves by
vows for three years only, and
renew these vows every year
until they reach and complete
the twenty-fifth year of their
age. at which time they may
be admitted to perpetual vows.

Ninth. 'That the VOWS of the
Brothers be those of chastity,
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' poverty, obedience, and stabil-
ity in the said Institute, and .
also -of teaching the poor gra-
tuitously-: with this understand-

. ing, however, that the Roman.
Pontiff for the time being can’ .
absolve . these same . Brothers
from their simple vows.

Tenth. That dispensation from
vows can be neither asked nor
granted, excéept for gravereasons
judgéd to be such by the Gener-

“al Chapter of the Brothers,
and approved by a majority of
votes.

Eleventh. That the Superior
General can be deposed by a
General Chapter of the Brothers
in assembly, for the following
causes, namely : heresy, incon-

" tinency, homicide, weakness of
intellect, dotage, squandering

- the property of the Institute, or
any heinous offence which shall’

. be judged worthy of such pen-
alty by a General Chapter of
the Brothers, which shall then
be corrvoked by the Assistants
for that purpose.

Tuwelfth. That the Brothers
Directors ofthe particularhouses
govern them for three years on-
ly, unless for good reasons it
seem more suitable to the Su-
perior General fbr the time being
and his Assistants to shorten or
to prolong this»faé.riod ; and that

'dientice,.et permanentia in dicto

Instituto,” nec mnon pauperes
gratis edocendi : cum hoc tamen

- quod eosdem Fratres a .votis -

simplicibus -Romanus Pontifex
pro tempore existens possit
absolvére.

Decimo. Quod dispensatio vb-
torum nec peti 1iec concedi-va-
leat, nisi gravibus de causis,
quas tales censebit Capitulum
Generale Fratrum, ac pluralitas
suffragiorum comprobabit.

Undecimo. Quod Superior Ge-
neralis a convocato Capitulo
Generali Fratrum deponi possit
his de causis, videlicet : oh he-
resim, impudicitiam, homici-
dium, animi imbecillitatem, se-
nii caducitatem, bonorum Insti-
tuti dilapidationem, aut aliquod
enorme facinus quod tali peena
dignum censebit Capitulum Ge-.
nerale Fratrum, quod tunc ad
id ab Assistentibus convocabi-
tur.

Duodecimo. Quod Fratres Di-
rectores domorum particularium
illas regant per triennium tan-
tum, nisi justis de causis pro
tempore existenti Superiori Ge-
nerali ejusque Assistentibus con-
venientius videatur 'ut tempus
hujusmodi aut minuatur, aut
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prorogetur ; et ut Superior Gene-
ralis Directoribus particularibus
hujusmodi de sua potestate circa
votum paupertatis communi-
care valeat, circa dispositionem

- bonorum - temporalium, vel fa-

" cultates singulis Fratribus con-

cedendas; ita tamen ut non
‘liceat dictis Directoribus, neque
Visitatoribus pro tempore depu-
tandis, fundos, bona mobilia et
. immobilia, inconsultis pro tem-
pore existentibus Superipre Ge-
nélfali _ejusque Assistentibus,
alienag@.

Decimo tertio. Quod Capitula
Generalia, ad que convocabun-
“tur triginta tam ex antiquis Fra-
tribus quam ex Directoribus
preecipuarum: - domorum, fiant
singulis decenniis, nisi aliquando
Congregatio extraordinaria con-

voecanda convenientius decerna-

tur ; totoque illo decennio Assi-
stentes electi munere concesso

perfungi valeant, nisi gravis

aliqua necessitas cogat vel eos
deponi ante tempus, vel exacto
tempore in munere persistere.

Decimo- guarto. Quod Visita-
tores, a pro tempore existente
Superiore Generali designati ad
munus triennale, singlélis annis

-~

Xz

the Superior General may com-
municate to such particular Di-
rectors a share of his -power
with regard to the vowof spov-
erty, as to the disposal of tem-
poral property or the granting of
permissions to individual Broth-
ers; in such a ‘manner, howev-
er, that it be not lawful for the
said Directors, nor for the Visi-
tors deputed for the time being,
to alienate any tapital, or prop--
erty, movable, or ‘immovable,
without consulting the Superior
General and his Assistants for
the time being.

Thirteenth. That the General
Chapters, to which will be sum-
moned thirty Brotlers, taken as
well from among the Brothers
Ancients as from the Directors
of the principal houses, be held
every ten'yeai's, unless at any
time the convening of an ex-
traordinary assembly be deemed
more suitable ; and that, during
this whole penod of ten years,.
the Assistants who are elected
may exercise their functions,
unless some. grave necessity
should compel their deposition
before the time, or their contin-
uance in office after the expi-
ratioh of the time.

Fourtéenth.’ That the Visitors
appointed .to this office for a
term of ‘three years -by the
Superior General for .the time
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being; make a visit of the houses
once-a.year, and require from
the Directors an account of ‘re-
ceipts and'expenses, and that im-
mediately. after each visit. they
report to the Superior General
forthe time being whatever may
need reform in each house.
Fifteenth. That the General
Chapters be convened wherever
the Superior General shall have
fiked his abode; but that the
Provincial Chapters be sunr
‘moned to some place near the
centre of ea¢h province, in order

that the Brothersmay havemore

edsy -access to them ; and that
these Provincial Chapters be
presided over by some Visitor
deputed by the Superior- Gen-
eral for the time being.

Siateenth. That all the daily
exercises, both at home and
in the -schools, be performed
in common, morning and even-
ing.

Seventeenth. That the Brothers
not only teach the children read-
ing, writing, orthography and
" arithmetic, but that they chiefly
imbue their minds with the pre-
cepts of Christianity and of the
Gospel ; that they teach them
catechismfor half an hour every
working day, and for dn hour
and a hslf every Sunday and
holiday -of obligation ;" that on
these latter days they take them

semel domos visitent, exigantque

a Directotibus rationem impensi-
et expensi, et statim finita qua-

libet visitatione referant ad pro

tempore existentem Superiorem

Generalem quid sit in unaquaque

domo emendandum.

Decimo quinto.. Quod Capitula
Generalia convocentur in eum
locum in quo Superior Genetalis
fixerit domicilium : capitula
vero provincialia, advocentur
quasi in meditullium -cujusvis
provincia, ut sit ad ea Fratribus
facilior accessus; hisque capitulis .
provincialibus presit Visitator
aliquis. a pro tempore existente
Superiore Generali deputatus.-

Decimo sexto. Quod omnia
exercitia quotidiana, tam domes-
tica quam scholarum, fiant in
communi, tum matutinis. tum .
serotinis horis.

Decimo septimo. Quod Fratres
non tantum legendi ac scribendi
modum, orthographiam atque
arithmeticam pueros edoceant,
sed eorum precipueanimos chris-
tianis atque evangelicis precep-
tis imbuant : catecheses [tra-
dant] ad semihoram singulis
digbus non festivis, et ad horam
cum dimidia singulis Dominicis.
ac de Ecclesim precepto festivis ;
diebus hujusmodi in ecclesiam



OF OUR HOLY FATHER POPE BENEDICT XIII

deducant, ut publicis sacrificiis -

"ac vespertinis precationibus in-
tersint ; modumque tradant ma-
tutinas et serotinas preces reci-
tandi ; precepta Dominica, Ec-
clesi leges, cateraque ad salu-
tem necessaria inculcent.

.Decimo dctavo. Quod. vestes
Fratrum paupertati atque abjec-
tioni. ,é.vgnge'licaa consentanes,
ex vili et nigro panno confecta,
pene tslares, et fibulis tantum
ferreis connexs, cuni lacerna
ejusdem longitudinis, galerus,
calcei et tibialia, inculta sint,
atque a vanitatibus secularibus
prorsus aliena : _‘

Hactenus vixerunt, et vivunt
de preesenti.

Cusr- AUTEN, sicut eadem pe-
titio subjun‘gebat; ea quee Sedis
Apostolice prefate munimine
roborantur, firmiora sint; et

exactius soleant ab omnibus ob-’

servari, et propterea dicti Ora-
Jores summopere cupiant Regu-
las et eorum Institutum hujus-

modi, ut illud majora in dies’

suscipiat incrementa virtutis; ct
v ut status in quo nune permanet
firmius stabiliatur, per Nos et
Sedem Apostolicam prefatam
approbari et confirmari’; quare
pro parte eorumdem Superioris
Generalis et Fratrum Nobis fuit
humiliter supplicatum, quatenus
eivs‘et cuilibet eorum in praemissis

xrr '

to church to -assist at Massg
and Vespers ; that they teach
them how to say -their morn-
ing -and evening prayers, ‘and
impress'on their hearts the-com'-‘
mandments of God, the laws of
the Church, and all other things
necessary for salvation.

Eaghteenth That the robes of -
the Brothers, in keeping with
the poverty and lowliness of
the Gospel, made of common
black stuff réaching nearly to the
ankles, and fastened only: with
iron hooks. and eyes, with the
mantle of the same length, the

‘hat, shoes and stockings, be

plain, and wholly foreign to the
vanities of the world.

SiNcE, howevér, as the same
petition added, * whatever - is
strengthened by the support of
the aforesaid Apostolic See is
more stable and is usually ob-
served by all with more exact-

_ness, and since, for that reason,

the said Petitioners ardently de-
sire that the Rules and their
Institute, as described, be ap-
proved and.confirmed by Us and
by the aforesaid Apostolic See;
in order that it may daily gain

greater increase of strength, and - -

that the state in which it is at
present -may - be more firmly

. established; wherefore, a humble . -

supplication was madeto Us:
; .
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on the part of the same Supe-
rior General and Brothers that
We would deign, in Our Apos-
tolic kindness, to take opportune

measures in regard to them and "

to all the matters spoken of
above.

WHEREFORE, desiring with
sincere affection the spiritual ad-
vancement of souls and every-
thing that is useful and profit-.
able for all the faithful of

" Christ, and wishing to bestoiv
special favours' and graces upon
the aforesaid Superior General
and Brothers," ¢ollectively and

individually, We‘do, by these’

‘presents, absolve them and hold
therﬁ to be absolved, so far
only’. as attaining the effect
of these presents is concerned,
from. every sentence of excom-
munication, suspension and in-
terdict, and other ecclesiastical
sentences, censures and penal-
ties, if such they should have in
any way incurred ; and, moved

- by their petition as given above,

‘We, on ‘the .advice of Qur
Venerable Brethren, the Car-
“dinals of the Holy Roman
Church, the interpreters of the
" decrees of the Council of Trent,

.

do, without prejudice to anyone,

approve and confirm by Our,

Apostolic authority the said In-
stitute and Rules and all that is
contained in them, so far as.

BULL.

opportune providere de benigni-
tate. Apostolica dignaremur ;

Nos 16ITUR, qui spiritualem
animarum profecturn ac Christi-
fidelium quorumlibet utilitates
et commoda sinceris desidera-
mus affectibus, Superiorem Ge-
neralem et Fratres prefatos, et
quemlibet .eorum, -specialibus
favoribus et gratiis prosequi vo-
lentes. et a quibisvis excommu-
nicationis, s_qspeﬁsionis et inter-

_dicti, aliisque Ecclesiasticis sen-

tgentiis, censuris et paoenis, si
quibus quomodolibet innodati
existunt, ad -effectum presen-
tium -.tantum consequendum,
harum serie absolventes et
absolutos fore censentes, hujus-
modi supplicationibus inclinati.
et ex voto Congregatienis vene-
rabilium Fratrum Nostrorum
Sanctzz Roman® Ecclesiz Car-
dinalium, decretorum Concilii.
Tridentini interpretum, sine ali-
cujus prejudicio, Institutum et
Regulas hujusmedi, et in eis
contenta quacumque, licita ta-
men et honesta, ac sacris cano-

-nibus et constitutionibus Apos-

tolicis; ac Concilii Tridentini
prefati decretis non adversantia,
Apostolica - auctoritate appro-
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bamus et confirmamus, eisqué
+ . Apostalice firmitatis robur adji-

cimus.

PRAETEREA, quascumque pos-
' sesslones et quzcumque bona
qu_ae ideni Institutum in preesen-
. tiarum juste et canonice pos-
sidet, aut in futurum conces-
sione Pontlﬁcum largitione Reé-
- gum. vel Principum, oblatione
fidelium, seu aliis justis modis,
preestante Domino, poterit adi-
pisci, firma et illibata perma-
nere ;

AC EASDEM PRESENTES Semi-

per et perpetuo validas esse et
fore, suosque plenarios et inte-
gros effectus sortiri et obtinere

debefe ; neque sub ',quibﬁsvisi
similium vel dissimiliam gratm- -

rum re\ocatlombus, liritatio-
nibus, suspensionibus, ét qui-
"busvis aliis contrariis disposi-

tionibus eomprchendi, sed sem-

per ab illis excipi; et quoties
ille emanabunt toties in pristi-
numn et. validissimum statum
restitutss, repositas et plenarie
reintegratas esse et fore ; sicque
ét non aligs, in preemissis emni-
bus per quoscumque Judices

ordinarios vel delegatos, etiam"
causarum Palatii Apostolici Au-.

ditéfe's, ac prefate Sanete Ro-

“they are lawful and right, and
_not contrary to the Sacred Can- -

-ons and the Apostolic Consti-

tutions and the aforesaid Decrees

- of the Council of Trent ; and We

1mpart to them the force of the
Apostollc stability.

Mom-:ovnn, We decree that

_whatever goods ‘and property

the said Institute justly and ca-
nonically possesses at-the ,pres-
ent, moment, or shall- obtam in
the future, by the lielb of God,”
through the gift of Popes, the
liberality of kings and princes,
the offerings ot‘ the faithful, or
in any other. lawful manner,
shall remain secure and intact ;

WE ORDAIN, Monmmn, THAT

_ THESE PRESENT wmns shall be

‘0 catlons,

and continue, always and ever,

.in full force, and obtain: their

full and entire effect’; that they -
be hot comprlsed under the rev- .
limitations or sts-
pensions of ‘any similar or dls-«
snmnlar favours whatever, and
any other contrary dispositions
whitSoever, but shall always be
excepted therefrom .; and that as
often as such ‘contrary arrange-
ments shall appear, sooften-shall
these presents be and -continue
to be restored, replaced, and
fully re-established in their orig-:
inal and most effective state;

‘and-that 30 and not otherwise it-

is to be'decided and prondunced
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in all the premises by all

"judges whatever whether ordi-

nary or delegated, even the Au-
ditors of Causes in the Apostol-
iec Palace and Cardinals of the
Holy Roman Church, even Leg-
ates a latere,,' Vice-Légates, and
Nuncios of the Holy See. And
if. anything . to the contrary
should be attempted in or about
these inatter_.s by anyone under
' wﬁatever authority, whether
kndwingly or through igno-
rance. We_ declare the same to
be null and void, any Apostolic
constitutions ‘or ordinances to
the contrary notwithstanding.

FURTHERMORE, it is Our will

that henceforth, for all future
ages, no one of the Brothers of
this Institute, without the ex-

press consent of the Superior

General of the Institute, even
under the pretext of joining a
more. severe order, may leave
the safd_ Institute, or return to
the world, but that he remain
_under'the obedience of his Supe-
riors, .and not otherwise.

THEREFORE, let no person
whatever. infringe this letter of
Our absolution, approbation,
confirmation, enforcement, de-
cree and will, or rashly oppose
it. But,if anyone should pre-
sume to make such an attempt,
let it be known to him that he

BULL

mane Ecclesi Cardinales, etiam
de latere Legatos, Vice Legatos,
dictzeque Sedis Nuncios,  judi-
cariet definiri debere ; et si sccus
super his a quoquam quavis aue-
toritate scienter el ignoranter
contigerit attentari, irritum ct
inane decernimus, non ohstan-
tibus constitutionibus et ordi-
nationibus ,-&f)ostolicis contrariis
quibuscumque.

VoLumus autem quod de
ceetero, perpetuis futuris tem-
poribus, ‘nullus ex Fratribus
Instituti hujusmodi. absque ex-
presso consensu Supériorum Ge-
neralium ipsius Instituti, etiam
pretextu arctiorem religionem.
amplectendi, ex prefato Insti-
tuto egredi, aut ad seculum re-
dire valeat, sed sub obedientia
suorum Superiorum maneat, et
non alias.

NuLL1 ergo omnino hominum
liceat hane paginam Nostre
absolutionis, approbationis, con-
firmationis, roboris adjectionis,
decreti et voluntatis inf'ringere,
vel ei ausu temerario contraire.
Si quis autem hocattentare pre-
sumpserit, indignationem Om- -
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nipotentis Dei, ac beatorum
-Petri et Pauli Apostolorum ejus, -
se noverit incursurum.

Datum RoM.£, apud Sanetum
‘Petrum, anno Incarnationis Do-
minicg_ millesimo septingente-
'simo_vigesimo quarto, septimo
Kalendas Februarii, Pontificatus-
Nostri anno primo.

Feb, xxv. — F. MoeaLpus, J. Wa-
THOUR, Pts MARICOT®, S. M. MENIC"~,
Cap?, F. pE FericiBus, J. F. xxv.
HovE, L. PLACENTINUS.

Loco }+ Plumbi.

A tergo : J. CosTa, xxV, — S. pE CAR-
CONIIS, ’
- Pro R Coree Op": pr CARCONIIS,
Offnlis Deptos,

Regta. Libe. Puo, Fol, 79.
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willincur the wrath of Almight
y God, and of His blessed
Apostles Peter and Paul.

- GIVEN AT RoME, in St.Peter’s,
in the seventeen -hundred and
twenty-fourth year of the In-
carnat:,ion of our Lord, on. the .
seventh of the.Kalends of Feb-
ruary, - in the first vear of
Our Pontificate.

Feb. xxv. - F. MoraLDus, J. Wa-

THOUR, P'* MARrIcOoT?, S.M. MENICYS,

Cap®, F. e FeLiciBus, J. F: XxV.
HovEg, L. PLACENTINUS.

L.t P
Endorsed : J. CostA, xxv. — S. DE
*CARCONIIS, '

Pro Rme Corre Op® DE CARCONIIS,
Offalix. Deptus_

Registered in the First) Book, Fol. 79.



ALTERATIONS

IN THE

BULL OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XIII

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE

CODE OF CANON LAW

AND WITH

DIVERS RESCRIPTS OF THE HOLY SEE

Most HoLy FATHER,

Brother IMiER OF JESUS, Superior General of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools, prostrate at the feet of your Holiness,
humbly submits té you, in his own name and in that of his
Council, the cdrrections to be made in the Bull In Apostolicae
dignitalis solio, of the 26th January, 1725, conformably to

"the Code of Canon Law and the Rescripts obtained from the
Holy See.

The corrected articles are the following, which your humble

petitioner begs Your Holiness to be pleased to approve :

. II. —'Quod pareant pro tem- IL That they obey the
pore existenti Superiori Generali  Superior General for the time
ab ipsis electo, vivantque in bemg, elected by ‘themselves,
illis dicecesibus in quibus ad- and live in those dioceses.into
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missi sunt de consensu Epi-
scoporum, et sub eorumdem
auctoritate, ad normam Sacro-
rum Canonum.

III. — Quod eorum Superior
Generalis sit perpetuus, ejusque
electio fiat scrutinio ac secretis
suffragiis per Capitulum Gene-
rale ; item in eodem Capitulo et
"eodem modo eligantur duodecim
Assistentes qui' pro tempore
"existenti Superiori Generali sint
a. Consiliis, eumque in recte
administratione adjuvent.

VIII. — Quod Fratres nen
admittantur in Novitiatum nisi
expleto decimo quinto wmtatis
‘sue anno, deinde, admissi ac
novitiatu rite peracto, vota nun-
cupent, singulis annis, tantum
ad proxima annualia exercitia
spiritualia, quaz communiter per-
agi solent, valitura, donec deci-
mum nonum etatis annum at-
tigerint ; deinde "semel atque
iterum eadem vota ad triennium
emittaiit dummodo anno quo
primum eadem vota nuncupent,
decimum nonum statis annum
expleant ; tum demum annoquo
compleverint vigésimum quin-
tum sue -ztatis annum ad vota
perpetua admittantur. Spatium
votorum temporalium abbre-
viari potest, dummodo Fratres
'vigesimum quintum etatis an-
num attigerint, atque anno que

XIX

which they have been admitted
by the consent of the Bishops,
and under their authority, con-
formably to the Sacred Canons.

III. — That their Superior
General be for life ; that he be
elected by ballot and by the
secret votes of the General
Chapter ;' that in the " same
Chapter, and in the same .way,
twelve Assistants be elected,to
form the Council of,the Superior
General for the time being. and
to aid him in the proper admi-

‘nistration of affairs.

VIII.— That the Brothers be
admitted into the Novitiate only
when they have completed the
fifteenth year of their g,r,re.l and
that afterwards, being thus ad-
mitted and their novitiate beiny
regularly finished, they pro-
nounce, each year, vows valid
only until the following annual
Retreat, which it is customary
to make in eommon, until they
have attained' the nineteenth
year ‘of their age; afterwards
that they make Trieiinial vows
twice, provided that in the year
within which they pronounce

'such vows for the first time,

they complete the nineteenth

"year of their age; in fine. that,»

in the year within which. they
complete the twenty fifth year
of their age, they be admitted to-
perpetual vows. The period of
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the temporary vows may be
shortened provided that the
Brothers have reached the age
of twenty five years, and that in
the year within which they
pronounce these perpetual vows,
they ‘complete at least the
twenty fifth vear of their age
and have been bound by tempo-
rary vows for at least five years,

“namely. at first by annual vows
for two vears, and then once by
triennial vows.

IX. —That the vows, of the
Brothers be those of chastity,
poverty. obedience, and stability
in the said Institute, and also of
teaching the poor. gratuitoush

and that, without prejudice to.

the prescriptions contained in
Canon Law, the Roman Pontiff
alone can dispense from these
simple vows the Brothers who
freely ask Him to do so.

X. — That, for the dismissal
of Brothers the respective pre-
scriptions of the Sacred Canons
be observed.

XII.— That the Brothers Di-
rectors of the particular houses
govern them for three years,
unless for good reasons it seem

-morg suitable to the Superior’

General for the time being and
his Assistants to shorten or
“even to prolong this time, but
not beyond a second period of

eadem1 vota perpetua nuncupa-
turi sint, saltem viginti quinque
annos confecerint, et saltem per

.quinquenium votis temporaliis -

obstricti, fuerint scilicet primum
per biennium votis annualibus
ut supra, et deinde semel votis
triennalibus.

IX. — Quod vota Fratrum
sint castitatis. paupertatis, obe-
dientiwe. et permanentie in dicto
Instituti, ncc non pauperes gratis
edocendi; super iisdem vero votis
simplicibus, firmis qua. a Jure
prascripta sunt, nemo nisi Ro-
manus Pontifex, cum Fratribus
qui id libere ab Eo postulaverint,
dispensare possit.

X. — Quod in dimissione Fra-
trum respectivi Sacri Canones
servandi sint.

XII. — Quod Fratres Direc-
tores - domorum particularium

P N o . Ve .
illas regant per triennium, nisi

justis de causis pro tempore
existenti Superiori Generali ejus-

- que Assistentibus convenientius

videatur ut tempus hujusmodi
aut minuaturaut etiam proroge-
tur, sed non ultra alterum trien-
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nium immediate in eadem domo;
et ut Superior Generalis Direc-
toribus particularibus hujusmodi
. de sua potestate circa votum
paupertatis communicare va-
leat, circa dispositionem bono-
rum temporalium, vel facultates
singulis Fratribus concedendas ;
ita tamem ut non liceat dictis
Directoribus, neque Visitatori-
bus pro tempore deputandis,
fundos, bona mobilia et immo-
bilia, inconsultis pro tempore
existentibus Superiore Generali
ejusque Assistentibus, alienare.

XIII. — Quod Capitula Gene-
“ralia fiant singulis decenniis, nisi
-aliquando Congregatio extraor-

dinaria convocanda ‘convenien-
tius decernatur; totoque illo
decennio Assistentes electi mu-
nere concesso perfungi yvaleant,
nisi gravis aliqua necessitas co-
gat eos deponi ante tempus ;
ildem vero semper reelegi pos-
sunt. In jisdem autem Capitulis
_hi taptum aderunt : Superior Ge-
neralis, ejus Assistentes, emeriti
Superiores Generales et Assis-
tentes, si qui sint, Procurator
Generalis apud Sanctam Sédem,
Procurator Generalis Instituti,
Secretarius Generalis, Visitato-
res Generales, et Deputati e sin-
gulis districtibus, electi a Fra-
tribus professis votorum perpe-

»

Xxxi1

three years immediately in the
same house ; and that the Supe-
rior General may communicate
to such particilar Directors: a
share of his power with regard
to the vow of poverty, as to the
disposal of temporal property or
the granting of permissions to
individual Brothers; in such a
manner, however, that it be not
lawful for the said Directors, nor
for the Visitors deputed for the:
time being, to alienate any
capital, or property, movable or
immovable, without consulting
the Superior General and his
Assistants for the time being.

XIII. — That the General
Chapters be held every tenyears,
unless at any time the convening
of an extraordinary Assembly be
deemed more suitable ; and that
during this whole period of ten

years, the Assistants who are

elected may exercise their func-
tions, unless some grave neces-
sity should compel their depo-
sition before the time ; they may
always be reelected. The follow-
ing alone have the right of
assisting at the said Chapters :
the Superior General, his Assist-
ants, the ex-Superiors General
and ex-Assistants, if theré are
any, the Procurator General with
the Holy See, the Procurator
General of the Institute, " the
Visitors General, and the Depu-
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ties from each district elected by
the Brothers with perpetual
vows who belong to the district ;
namely, that each district elect
as many Deputies as it counts
groups. at least begun, of one
hundred and fifty Brothers with
perRetUal vows ;. but that the
smaller districts which do not
count at ‘least thirty Brothers
with perpetual vows, cannot
" elect any Deputy, but be united
for this -election to another
district. Thus the districts that
have one hundred and fifty. or
at least thirty, Brothers with
perpetual vows, shall elect only
one Députy; those that have
one hundred and fifty-one, or
more, Brothers with perpetual
vows, shall elect two ; those that
count three hundred and one,
shall elect three, and so on.
The Deputies must be elected
only from among the Brothers

of the respective districts, who

have at least fifteen years of
perpetual profession, or who are
Visitors, or Directors of houses
counting at least seven Brothers
of habitual residence. That the
election be made by a relative
majority of secret votes, and
_that these votes, given by
sealed ballot tickets, be sent by
the Director of the house to the
Visitor of the district, for the

counting of the votes, to take

place according’ to the pre-

~
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" tuorum in districtu degentibus.
“Scilicet, singuli districtus tot

eligant Deputatos, quot centena
quinquagena saltem incepta Fra-
trum Professorum votorum per-
petuorum habeant ; districtus
vero minores,: nisi saltem ex tri-
ginta Fratribus professis voto-
rum perpetuorum constent, De-
putatum suum eligere nequeunt,
'sed uniantur pro hac electione ad
alium districtum. Itaque dis-
‘trictus qui centum quinquaginta,
aut saltem triginta Fratrum pro-
fessorum votorum perpetuorum
habeant. unum tantum Depu-
tatum eligant ; duos vero. qui
unum supra centum quinqua-
ginta aut ampliué eorumdem
professorum habeant ; tres, .qui
trecentos et unum, et ita porro.
Eligendi autem sunt Deputati
inter Fratres sui cujusque dis-
trictus, qui saltem a quindecim
annis professionem votorum per-
petuorum emiserint, autquij sint
Visitatores, vel Directores ‘do-
morum in quibus saltem septem
Fratres, tanquam de- familia,
degunt. Electio vero fiat per
relative majorem numerum suf-
fragiorum secretorum, que suf-
fragia, in schedis clausis. a Di-
rectore domus ad Visitatorem
districtus transmittantur pre
scrutinio rite peragendo, coram
ccetu Fratrum proféssorum voto-
,runi perpetuorum, ad hoc a Visi-
‘tatore Gonvocato.
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XV, — Qudd Capitula Gene-

ralia convocentur in eurn locum
quo Superior Generalis fixerit
domicilium.

Et pro gratia, etc.

Sacra Congregatio Religioso-
rum Sodalium Negotiis _pre-
posita, vigore specialium facul-
tatum sibi a SSmo D" Nostro
: concessarum, suprascriptas cor-
rectiones sen emendationes in
articulisde quibus supra ex Cons-
titutione Benedicti PP. XIII,

d. d. 26 Januarii 1725, cui

initium sic est : « In Apos-
‘tolice dignitatis solio - », ex-
~ cerptis, tum a Jure scilicet re-
quisita, tum per spegialia Res-
cripta jampridem congessas, ra-
tas habet, ita tamen ut Con-
stitutio preefata in spo robore
- de reliquo'permaneat, nec tales
emendationes in textum illius
inserantur.

Datum Roms, ex Secretaria
ejusdem Sacre Congregationis
Religiosorum Sodalium Nego-
. tiis preeposite, - die 21 Martii
1928.

C. CARD. LAURENTI,
Prefectus.

Maurus M. SERAFINLAD.O.S.B,,
Secretarius.

XXi1n

scribed form, in an assembly of
Brothers with perpetual vows,
convexit;d for this purpose by
the Visitor.

XV. — That_ the General

- Chapters be convened wherever

the Superior General has fixed
his abode.

May the \grace,v ete.

The Sacred Congregation of
Religious, in virtue of the special
powers granted to it by Our
Holy Father the Pope, approves
of the corrections made in the
abovementionedarticlesextract-
ed from the Constitution of
Pope Benédict XIII, dated the
26th January, 1725, commencing

_ with the words : «In Apostolice

dignitatis solio ; » corrections re-
quired by Canon Law and by
special Rescripts already grant-
ed; in such a way, however,
that the said Constitution re-
main in force for everything. -
else, and that the _correctibns,be

. not inserted in the text of the

same Constitution.

, Given at Rome from the
Office of the same Sacred Con-
gregation of Religious, the 21st
day of March, 1923.

C. Carp. ‘ LAURENTT, -
- Prefect.

MaurusM. SEraFINT, Ab, O.S.B,,
Secretary.
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.COMMON "RULES

OF THE BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

CHAPTER 1

OF- THE END AND OF THE NECESSITY OF THIS INSTITUTE

1. THE INSTITUTE OF THE BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN
ScrooLs is a Society in which profession is made of keeping:
schools gratuitouslyl.

2. The members of this Institute shall be entitled Brothers,
and they shall never allow themselves to be called otherwise ;
when they name one of their Brothers, they shall always say,
-our dear Brother N.

8%, They cannot be priests nor aspire to the ecclesias-
tical state?; nor are they even to sing, or wear the surplice, or
exercise any function in church, except to serve Low Mass.

. 4. The end of this Institute is to give a Christian education
to children ;. it is for this purpose the Brothers keep schools,
that, having the children under -their care from morning
until evening, they may teach them to lead good lives, by
instructing them in the mysteries of our holy rehglon and by
inspiring them with Christian maxims; and thus give them a
suitable education 2.

1 Bull, Art. 5. — 2 Bull, Art. 7. — 3 Bull, Art. 1.
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COMMON RULES

5. The necessity of this Institute is very great,. beca.use ar-

" ‘tisans and the poor, being usually little mstructed and being

occupied all day in gaining a livelihood for themselves and
family, cannot give their children the needed instruction,
nor a suitable Christian educatlon It was. to procure this
advantage for the children of artisans a.nd of the poor,.
that, the Christian Schools were established.

6. All disorders, especially among artisans and the poor,’
usually arise from. their having been, in childhood, left to
themselves. and badly -brought up. It is almost impossible
to repair this evil at a more advanced agé, because the bad
habits they ~ have acquired. are overcome only with great
difﬁculty, and scarcely ever entirely, no matter what care
may be taken to destroy them, whethel by f requent instructions
or the use of the Sacraments. As the principal' fruit to be
.expected from the institution of the Christian Schools is to
forestall these disorders and prevent their evil consequences,
it is easy to conceive the importance of such schools and their
necessity 1. '

CHAPTER II
OF THE SPIRIT.OF THIS INSTITUTE
1. That which is of the utmost 1mport:a,nceq and to whlch
‘the greateet attention should be given in an Instltute, is,
that all who compose it possess the spirit -peculiar to it:’

“that the Novices apply themselves to acquire it; and that
those who are already members, make it their first care

" 1 Bull, Preamble,
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to'preserve and increase it in themselves ; for, it is this spirit
that should animate all their actions, be the motive of their
whole conduct; and those who do not possess it and those who
have lost it, should be looked upon as dead members, and.
they should look upon themselves as such; because they are
deprived of the life and grace of their state ; and they should
‘be convinced that it will be very difficult for them to preserve
the grace of God.

2. 1‘he spirit of this Institute is first, a spirit of FaArrs,
which should induce those who compose it not to look upon
anything but with the eyes of faith, not to do anything but
it view of God, and to attribute all to God, always entering h
into these sentiments of holy Job : The Lord gave-and the
Lord hath taken away ; as it hath pleased the Lord, so ts it done,
and into other similar sentiments so often expressed in the
Holy Scriptures and uttered by the Patriarchs of old.

8*. In order to enter into this spirit and live up to it
10, The Brothers of this Society shall have a most profound
respect for the Holy Scriptures ; and, in proof thereof, they
shall always carry "the New Testament about them, and pass
no day without reading some of it, through a sentiment
of faith, respect and veneration for the divine words contained
therein, looking upon it as their first and principal Rule.

4. 20, The Brothers of this Society shall animate all
their actions with sentiments of faith; and, in performing
them, they shall always have in view the orders and the will
of God, which they shall adore in all things, and by which they
shall be careful to regulate their conduct.

5. For this purpose they shall apply themselves to have
. great control over their senses, and to use them only through-
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necessity, not wishing to use them but according to the order
and the will of God.

. 6. They shall make it their study to exercise continual
watchfulness over themselves, %0 as not to perform, if possible, .

- a single action from natural impulse, through custom or any
human motive ; but-they shall act so as to perform them all by
the guidance of God, through the movement of His spirit,
and with the intention of pleasing Him.

7. They shall pay as much attention as they can to the
-holy presence of God, and take care to.renew it from time to
‘time ; being well convinced that they should think only of
Him and of what He ordains, that is, of what concerns their
duty and employment.

8. They shall banish from their minds all vain ideas and
thoughts that might withdraw them from these practices,
which are very important for them, and without which they
can neither acquire nor preserve the spirit of their Institute.

9. Second, the spirit of their Institute .comsists in an
ardent Zeai for the instruction of children?, and for-bring-
ing them up in the fear of God, inducing them to preserve
“their innocence if they have not lost it, and inspiring them

, with a great aversion and horror for sin and whatever might
cause them to lose purity.

10. In order to enter into this spirit, the. Brothers of the
Society shall strive by prayer, instruction, and by their vigi-
lance and good conduct in school, to procure the salvation of
the. children confided to their care, bringing them up in piety

1 Bull, Art. 1.
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and in a true Christian spirit, that is, according to the rules
and maxims of the Gospel.

11. The Rules shall be read ertirely and conseccutively,
a chapter at a time, on Sundays and Feasts during dinner,
except on Feasts of mysteries, ‘when they shall be read -in
the evening.

CHAPTER IIT’

OF THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY OF THIS INTITUTE AND OF THE
EXERCISES THAT ARE THEREIN TO BE PERFORMED
IN COMMON

1. A true spirit of Community shall ‘always: be shown
and maintained in this Institute.

-\

2. All the exercises shall be performed in common from"
morning until evening!; there shall even be a stove for the
) [ s ; R
Brothers to warm themselves in common in the exercise room.

8*, All shall sleep in the same dormitory, or in common
dormitories, should there be need of several ; ; in the latter case,
the Brother Director shall be careful to appoint in each a -

" Brother to see, that exact and profound silence .reign, and
that everythmg bedone with modesty and inabecoming manner.

4. All shall eat together in the refectory; it shall never
be permitted to cat out of the house ; and none of the Brothers
shall eat in private, or outside the common meals, except‘
by reason of mﬁrmlty or evident necess1ty, and w1th'.
permission

1 Bull, Art. 16,

COMMON RULES. 3
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5%, All shall take recreation together; likewise, all shell
walk out together on holidays, without separating or forming
seyeral parties.

6. None of the Brothers shall have a private room ; the
Brother Superior of the Institute alone shall have an. office

for writing.

7. No outsiders shall’ be admitted to any exercise, not
cven into the refectory while the Brothers are there taking
their meals.

8. The Brothers shall never. go out alone, except the
Brother who has charge of the household expenses and of
providing for the temporal wants of the house.

CHAPTER 1V

OF THE EXERCISES OF PIETY PRACTISED IN THIS INSTITUTE

1. The Brothers of this Institute should have a great love
for the holy exercise/of Mental Prayer, and they should look
on it as the first and principalof their daily exercises, and the
one which is the most capable of drawing:- down the blessing
of God on all the others. They shall be exact to make it daily.
at the time, and for the time prescribed by the Rule;
and they shall not absent themselves from this exercise without
an urgent ,necessity that cannot be delayed. Should they be
sometimes obliged to abserit themselves, they shall ask the
Brother Director for another time to make it during the day,
without‘failing to do so.
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2. They shall also have a very special love for. Holy
Cprﬁmunion, and shall approach the Holy Table frequentlyand
even every day, aecording to the advice of their Confessor.
The Brother.Director may deprive them of it for what appears
to-be a considerable exterior fault committed since their last,
Confession, until they have again received the Sacrament of"
" Penance.

8. The general and ordinary Communions shall take place
twice a week, on Sunday, and on Thursday when there is
holiday all day, or on the Feast that may occur during the

“week.
These indications, as well as those to be found in
' calenders, concerning Holy Communion, are to be regarded as
merely directive. . )

4. The Communion of Thursday, or of the Feast that

occurs during the week, shall be offered for the Community.

5. They shall receive Holy Cominunion on the feast of
the Holy Guardian Angels, the second of October.

6. Thanksgiving after Holy Communion shall always last
half an hour.

*" 7. The Brothers shall ordinarily go to Confession every’
‘week, at a time which shall not, as far as possible, encroach
upon the time of School or Mental Prayer.

8. None of the Brothers shall fail to say the Rosary every
day ; andif any one has not been able to say it with the Com-
munity, he shall do so at another time appointed by the
Brother Director.

9*. The Brothers shall never be allowed to have special
practices of piety : they shall not belong to any, Confraternity
or Sodality, however pious it may be ; and should they have
belonged to.any before entering the Society, they shall not,
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- after entering, retain'gny.practiCe thereof, either interior or
exterior ; but they shall conform all their devotions to those
that are common &nd ordinary in, the Institute.

10. They shall kneel down to adore God present,in all parts

_of the house, on entering and leaving ; except the courtyard

and garden, as well as the parlour, where it will suffice to
uncover and salute the Crucifix;

. 1L Wh_eﬁ the Brothers make a mistakeé in.the Oratory,
at the Rosary or Office, they shall kiss the floor and rise
immediately.

CHAPTER V

OF THE EXERCISES OF HUMILIATION AND MORTIFICATION
THAT ARE TO BE PRACTISED IN THIS INSTITUTE

1*. There shall be no corporal mortification of Rule in

this Institute; however, - abstinence from flesh meat shall

" be observed on Saturdays from Christmas to the Purification,

as well as on the Monday and Tuesday before Lent, except when
travelling.

- 2. The Brothers shall all fast together one day in the wesk
which shall be Friday : on that day, six ounces of bread shall
be given to each Brother at collation, with dessert as on.
fasting days of the Church.

8*. ‘When a fasting day of the Church occurs in. the wéek,

-the Brothers shall not be obliged to observe this fast of Com-
munity ; ‘on fasting days of the Church, only four 'ounces -
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of. bread shall be given at collation, with a small quantity of
-dessert.

4. The Brothers shall fast on the eve of the feast of the
Immaculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin, without
‘detriment to the fast of Friday. "When it falls on Friday,
they shall fast on: Thursday and Saturday.

5%. On the eves of the Nativity of the Most Blessed Virgin,
her Presentation in the Temple, and her Annunciation,
Visitation, and Purification, they shall fast instead of Friday.

6*.-The Brothers shall accuse themselves once a day
immediately before supper, in the Oratory or exercise room,
of the exterior faults committed during the day; and the
penances imposed upon them for ordinary faults, shall be
some reflections or prayers; or some humiliation to be per-
formed at that very time, or at another time prescribed by
the Brother Director, as indicated in the Colléction of Penances.
The Brother Director may nevertheless impose severer pen-
ances. according to the wants of the Brothers and the gravity
of their faults.

* 7%, The Brothers shall charitably advertise one ancther
‘of their defects in the presence of the Brother Director, one
day every week, which shall be Friday, at the end of the
‘evening- recreation, which shall, for this purpose, finish-at a
duarter to eight o’clock.

8. The Brothers shall, in this exercise, advertise of that
only which is ‘exterior in the faults they have noticed, without
mentioning anything purely interior or which may concern
the interior.

9. The Brother Director shall not have himself publicl); ,
advertised of his defects, unless the Brother Superior of.the
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Institute or the Brother Visitor be presént. at the time of the
Visit, during which an advertisement of the defects of the
whole year shall take place.

10. The Brother Director shall not, in this exereise,
permit a. Brother to advertise, either directly or indirectly,
of a fault committed in his own regard, nor of what relates
to eating or other bodily wants. Should any' one advertise
of a defect of this nature, or should it appear that any one
advertises in' an uncharitable, manner, the Brother Director
shall impose silence on him for the remainder of the exercise,
and give him a suitable penance when he- accuses himself
of this fault.

11. Should it happen that any onc or several Brothers
know of a considerable defect capable of causing scandal,
" they shall not speak of it in this exercise, but they shall
acquaint the Brother Director of it privately; they shall
not fail to do this under any pretext whatever. Every Brother
shall look upon this practicc as an indispensable duty.

12. All the Brothers shall have a day in each week to
give an account to the Brother Director of their conduct
with regard to observance and empldyment; this they shall
~de with much simplicity. Each Brother shall go to the
Brother Director at the appointed time to give this account
of his conduct : he shall do so standing or seated, and
uncovered, and according to the Directory that shall be
given him for this purpose. On the eve of the day assigned for
giving an " account of his conduct, each of the Brothers shall
read, at the beginning of spiritual reading, the part-of the
Directory on which he is to give an account, in order to prepare
himself for this reddition.

18. All religious Superiors are strictly forbidden to induce
their subjects, in any way whatever, to make a manifestation
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of conscience to them. Subjects, however, are not forbidden
to open their minds?reely and spontaneously to their Superiors ;
it is even desirable that they approach théem with filial confi-
dence.

14. Every year, on Holy Thursday, the Brothers shall
beg pardon of one another for the trouble they have given
and for the faults they have comm‘i.tted during the
year in their regard. The Brother Director shall begin,
and beg pardon of each of the Brothers individually, kiss his '
feet, and then embrace him ; all the Brothers shall then do -
the same with much modesty.

CHAPTER VI

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE
DURING RECREATION -

1. The Brothers shall all take. fecréation together, ‘except
in the house of the Novitiate, where the Novices. shall be
separated from the others.

2. No outsider 'shall be admitted to the recreations.

8. The Brothers shall not speak at. recreation until all
have reached the place in which it is to be taken.
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4. None of the Brothers shall speak at recreation before
saluting the Brother Director, and before the Brother Director
has signified his assent by saluting him.

5. The Brothers shall not speak at recreation of what
has happened in any of the houses of the Institute, or .of
the affairs of the house in which they are, or of the adminis-
tration of the Institute.

'
6. They shall not speak of any of .the Brothers, or of
those who have been iy, the Society, or of any other person,
unless it be to speak well of them.

7. They shall not speak of themselves, or of their rela-
tives, or of their native place, or of what they have done,
or even of what they have seen or heard, saying, for example :
I have seen or heard such a thing; or.of eating, drinking,
and other bodily wants, or of anything that relates to them-
selves.

8. They shall not speak of the lack of regularity of any
Religious Order or of any other Commumty

9. Neither shall they speak of what has occurred in the
world, or of what they have there learned ;- but they shall
converse on edifying subjects that may move them to -love
'God and practise virtue.

10. None of the Brothers shall inquire about anytfxing‘
‘curious or useless.

11. None of the Brothers shall ever indulge in mimiery
or raillery with regard to anyone.

12. None of the Brothers shall contradict or disapprove
of what the others say; the Brother Director alone may
and should do so, if anything be said out of place.
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-~ 18. During recreation the Brothers shall very care-

fully avoid being dnsagreeable or troublesome to the others
by a gloomy and unsociable exterior, or by not speaking
at all.

. 14. They shall however guard against levity, playfulness,
and all unbecoming gestures ; they shall not speak too loud,
or break out in noisy laughter. -

15. They shall also be careful to observe the rules -of
modesty in every respeat, especially in the use of their eyes,
not lightly looking from side to side, nor making signs- to
their Brothers ; and when: walking, by not walking too.fast.

16. When a Brother withdraws from the place of - rectea~
tion, he shall observe silence while he is away.

17. The Collection of Subjects on which the Brothers
should’ converse in recreation shall be read duririg meal time,
on the first holiday of each month.

. COMMON RULES.
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CHAPTER VII

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE
IN SCHOOL TOWARDS THEIR PUPILS

1. The Brothers shall everywhere keep schools gratui-
tously : this is essential to their Institute.

2. They shall pay constant attention to three things in
school : 1°. During the lessons, to correct all the words badly’
pronounced by the pupil who is reading; 2°. To make all
follow.who read in the same lesson ; 3. To havessilence strictly
kept by the pupils during school-time.

8. They shall teach their pupils according fo the
‘method prescribed and universally followed in the Institute ;
they shall not change anything therein, nor.introduce any-
thing new.

4*%. They shall teach the pupils to read : 1°. The verna-
cular ; 20, ‘Latin ; 80, Letters written by hand ; and to write.
They shall also teach them orthography and arithmetic?,
all as prescribed in the first part of the Management of the
Christian Schools.

5. They shall, however, make it their first and principal
‘duty to teach their pupils the morning and evening prayers;
the Pater, Ave, Credo and Confiteor, and the same prayers
in the vernacular; the Commandments of God and of the
Church; the responses at Holy Mass ; thecatechism, the duties
of a Christian, and the maxims and practices which our
Lord has left us in the Holy Gospel3.

1 Bull, Art. 5 and 9, — 2 Bull, Art. 17. — 3 Bull, Art. 17.
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8. For this purpose they shall teach Catechism daily for
Ahalf an hour! ;. on the eves of all-day holidays, for an hont ;
and on Sundays and Feasts, for an hour and a haif®, -

7*. On school days, the Brothers shall, at the most eonven-
ient. haur, take the pupils to the nearest church for Holy
‘Mass, unless it has been deemed impossible in certain “places
by the Brother Superior of the Institute ; he shall, however,
so arrange that this does not happen, or at most, only for a
very short time.

8. They shall neither receive nor keep any pupil in school,-
unless he attends Catechism on ‘Sundays and Feasts, as well
‘as on school days.

9. There shall be in each house a Brother to give out
the books, paper, pens, etc., to the pupils ;- ink shall be given
them free of charge, without requiring anything whatever
for it.

10. The -Brothers shall supply the books to the pupils
‘at cost . prices, including all expenses ; these expenses shall
be paid at the house having. charge of the printing.

11. They shall not receive, either from.the pupils or from
their parents, any money or presents?, however small, on any
day or occasion whatever.

12. They .ﬁ;ha']l not be allowed to keep anything taken
from the hands of the pupils, except bad or suspected. books,
which they shall take to the Brother Direétoij for exgminstion.

1 Bnll Art. 17. — * Bull. Art. 17./— * Bull, Art. 5.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 16

COMMON RULES

18. They shall love all their pupils sincerely ; they shall
-not, however, be familiar with any, nor give them anything
through particular friendship, but only in reward ‘or for
encouragement.

14. They shall manifest equal affection for-all the pupils,
more even for the poor than for the rich, because they are
intrusted by their Institute. much more with the former than
with the latter.

15. They shall endeavour, by their whole exterior and
f)y' their entire conduct, to- be to .their phpils 8 continual
example of modesty, and of all the other virtues which they
.should teach them and make them practise.

16. They shall not allow any pupil to. remain about them
when at their places.

17. They shall not speak to their pupils privately, except
very seldom and through necessity ; and when obliged to speak
to them, they-shall do so in few words.

18. They shall not, without permission, intrust any
message to their pupils, nor give them or receive from them
either letters or notes from or for outsiders. They. may
- send notes to the Brother Director when necessary.

19. They shall not have: anything written or copied by
any pupil, either for thembielves or for dny other person
whatever, without the permission of the Brother Director,
who shall examine whether it be necessary.

20. They shall not ask the pupils for any news, nor -
shall they allow them to tell any, however good or useful
it may be.
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CHAPTER VIII

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHEERS ARE TO BEHAVE
‘WHEN 'OBLIGED TO PUNISH THEIR PUPILS

1. The Brothers shall exercise all possible attention and
vigilance over themselves so as to punish their pupils very
rarely, being convinced, as they should be¢, that this is one
of the éhief means of managing‘their' school properly, and of
establishing very good order.

2. When it is necessary, for the Brothers to punish any of
the pupils, they shall be exfremely careful to do so with great
moderation and self-possession, and with the conditions
prescribed in the Management of the Christian Schools ; there-
fore, they shall never undertake to punish in hastiness, or
when they feel excited.

8. For this purpose, they shall on such occasions so watch
over themselves, that neither the passion of anger nor the -
sllghtest touch of impatience have any part, either in the
penances they 1mpose, or in any. of their words or actions;
being convinced, as they should be, that, unless they take
this precaution, the pupils will not profit by the correction —
which is, however, the object that the Brothers should have
in view in administering it —and God will not give it His
blessing.

4. The Brothers shall carefully avoid then, and at all
other times, ca.llmg their pupils abusive or unbecoming names.;

‘and - they shall never address them otherwise than by their
names, and with the 1:espect due them.
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5*. They- shall also be very careful never to touch or
strike the pupils with the hand, fist, foot or pointer, and
not to rebuff them or push them rudely.

6. They shall be very careful not to pull their ears or
hair : all such means of correction, being very unbecoming
and opposed to charity. and Christian meekness, should never
be used by the Brothers.

7. They shall not punish their pupils during Catechism
or prayer, unless they cannot absolutely put off the correction
to another time.

CHAPTER IX

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE
IN SCHOOL WITH REGARD TO THEMSELVES,
THEIR BROTHERS AND OUTSIDERS

_ 1. It shall never be permitted to any Brother, not even
the Brother - Director, to teach in the town, for any
reason whatever.

2*. The Brothers who teach school in the house shall go
to their classes immediately after the three decades of the
Rosary, both morning and afternoon, without stopping in
any part of the house ; and those who teach school outside
the house shall go all together immediately after the Litany.
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8. They shall not enter any house when going to-sehopl
or retumiilg, without the order of the Brother Director, when
- he deems it necessary.

4. From' the time the Brothers reach school until the
beginning of the first prayer, they shall remain seated .in
silence at their place, and apply themselves to reading the
New Testament ; they shall do the same at the end of school,
when the pupils of their class have been dismissed, and whilst
waiting for the dismissal of the last class.

5. The Brothers shall be careful not to leave their places
in school without great necessity.

6. They shall not-keep anything in their hands during
school-time, under any pretext whatever.

7. They shall not read any book in school except those
‘thich .the pupils read in class, and each book only during
the time they should have it in hand to follow lesson.

8. Should they see any papers, printed,sheets, or book,
in the hands of a pupil, other than that of the actual lesson,
they shall not look at or read them during the time_ of school ;
they may look only at the title of the book after school, and
should they suspect that it contains anything bad, they shall
take it to the Brother Director for _examination,

9. During prayer, they shall always remain at their places
,standmg or seated, in a very serious, reserved and dignified
manner, with arms folded and with great modesty, themselves
reciting the prayers in a moderate tone.
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10. They shall very carefully watch over themselves, so
“as not do anything in school, but what is proper and becoming,
and especially ‘not to let anything appear savouring of levity
or passion.

11. Silence being one of the principal means of cstab-
lishing and ‘maintaining order in school, the Brothers shall-
look upen its exact observance as one of their principal Rules:
to bring themselves ‘to this exactness, they should, besides,
frequently call to mind that it would be .of little use to try
to have their pupils observe it, if they theniselves were not
very faithful in this respect. For this purpose they shall be very
attentive always to employ the signs in use in the schools.

12. They shall, therefore, watch in' a special manner over
themselves so as to speak very scldom in school, and
-only when absolutely necessary, and when they cannot
express themselves by signs. Therefore, they shall speak
regularly but on three occasions : 1°. When'it is necessary
to correct a mistake made by a pupil in the lesson,: and which
no other pupil can correct ; 2. During Catechism ; 8°. Inthe Reflec-
tions that each Brother should make both at the morning and
evening prayers; and they shall speak only in a moderate
tone.

18%. They shall always keep the doors f;(::ommun.icating
from class to class open, and they shall ncver close them
during school-time, under any pretext whatever.

14. The Brothers shall tedch in classes that are con'\tiguous ;
they shall always be so placed as to be able to §cc one another
at all times ; and they shall not change the position of their
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seat, of the benches, desks or any other furniture, without
the order of the Brother Director.

15. The Brother of one class shall not pay attention to -
what takes place in another, unless charged therewith by’
the Brother Director. If, however, anything out of place
should happen in a class, and another Brother of the same
school should see or know of it, he shall not fail to inform
the Brother Director of it the same day:

16. No Brother shall speak to another in schuol. except
to the one to whom the Brother Director has committed the
direction of the school.

17. No Brother, except the one appemted by the Brother
Dlrector, shall speak to persens coming to the school ; and
he shall, the same day, tell the Brother Director what persons
called, their reasons for calling, and -what ‘they said and
did.

18. Should it happen that any one.comes to the school
to speak to one of the subordinate Brothers or visit him, he
shall not speak to the person for any reason whatever, either
in school or going to church; but, excusing himself politely,
he shall refer the person to the Hea(f Master, if the Inspector
be not present. and if it be the Brother Director or the Head
Master that is asked for, he shall reply in few words; and,
if the matter do not concern the school, he shall Ar\equest the
person to call at"the house.

19. They shall not allow any one to enter the schools,
except the Reverend Clergy, or persons in authority coming
to. see the schools; and the Inspector or Head Master shall
always accompagny them while they remain.

e

COMNON RULES.
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20. They may also allow a teacher to enter who wishes
to acquire the method of teaching, provided he has a written
permission from the Brother Director.

21 They shall not allow any girl or woman to enter
for any reason whatever, unless it be to visit the poor chil-
dren, and: unless she be accpmpamed by the Reverend Pastor
of the parish, or some other Clergyman having the care of the
poor of the town.

CHAPTER X

OF THE DAYS AND TIMES WHEN THE BROTHERS ARE TO
TEACH SCHOOL, AND THE DAYS ON WHICH
THEY ARE TO GIVE HOLIDAY TO THEIR PUPILS

1. The Brothers.shall keep school five days in the week,
when no Feast occurs.

2%, On"all Sundays and Feasts of the scholastic year,
that is, during the time they teach school, except Christmas
- Day, Easter Suhdg.y, Pentecost Sunday, and the feast of the
Most. Holy Trinity, the Brothers shall assemble their pupils
in the morning at the church of the parish in which they
teach school, in order to have ‘them assist at High Mass;’
after dinner they shall assemble them in the school, to*teach
them Catechism; after which, having made them say the
evening prayers, they shall take them to Vespers.

8. The Brothers shall usually give holiday all’ day on
Thursday.

4. When there is a Feast during the week, should ‘it fall
on Monday, Tuesday or Saturday, they shall give holiday
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on Thursday afternoon only ; should the Feast fall on Thursday
or Friday, they shall give holiday on Tuesday afternoon ;
but should it fall on Wednesday, they shall give holiday on
Friday afternoon.

5%. On All Souls’ Day, they shall give holiday all day.

.6*. On the feast of St. Nicholas, the Patron of pupils,-
and on Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, they shall
give holiday all day, instead of Thursday ; however, on each
of these two days, they shall assemble the pupils in school
in the morning and teach them Catechism from eight until
" nine o’clock.

7. They shall give holiday from Thursday of Holy Week
inclusively until the following' Wednesday exclusively.

8. On the feasts of our Lord, those of the Most Blessed
Virgin and others, which are not of obligation, but which
are celebrated in the Community, such as the Transfiguration
of our Lord, the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and the feasts
of the Presentation and Visjtation of the Most Blessed Virgin,
as well as the feast of St. Joseph, Patron and Protector of the
Community, they shallgive holiday all day instead of Thursday.

9. If there are several parishes in the city, and if “the
feast of the Patron Saint of the parish in which the Brothers
reside is celebrated, they shall do as on feast days.

10. When the feast of the Patron Saint of one of the
parishes in which the Brothets do not reside, ‘but in which
they teach school, is celebrated, they shall give holiday, in
all the schools instead of Thursday.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 24

COMMON RULES 2%

:11. The Brothers shall not give any extraordinary holiday
without an evident necessity.

12. They shall give vacation for the month of September,
and they shall never give it at any other time without an
evident necessity, taking into account the wants of the harvest
and of the pupils, and without an express order from the
Brother Superior. Should it be necessary, in any place,
to give vacation carlier or later, the Brother Superior of the
Institute shall designate the days on which it shall begin
and end.

CHAPTER: XI

OF THE INSPECTOR OF THE SCHOOLS

- 1. There shall be an Inspector to superintend all the
schools, who shall be the Brother Director : should there
be need of several in a house, he or they who, besides the
Brother Director; fill this office, shall report to him at least
twice a week, on Wednesday and'Saturday, what they have
noticed in the conduct of each of the Brothers in his class,
and whether the pupils improve or not. The same shall
be done by those charged with the direction of a school, in the
absence . of the Inspector.

2, The Brothers shall have great respect for the Inspector
of the schools, mot only for the Brother Director, but also
for all who are intrusted with this office ; and the Teachers
of a school shall have much respect for him, who has the
managererit of the school by order- of the Brother Director, -
in the absence of the Inspector.
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CHAPTER XII

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE
TOWARDS THE BROTHER DIRE(}TdR

1. The Brothers shall give the title of Superior to the
Brother Superior of the Institute alone; and they shall call
Directors those who are intrusted with the direction of the.
" respective houses, .and Sub-Directors, those who take their
place when absent. They shall never call the Brother Superior
of the Institute otherwise than our very dear Brother S\iperior,
nor their Director otherwise than our dear Brother Director.

2. The Master of Novices shall likewise be called Director
of Novices.

" 8. The Brothers shall always regard God in the person of
their Director, and they shall be mindful not to address them-
selves to him but .as to one invested with God’s authority ;
they shall put themselves in this disposition before present-
ing themselves to him.

4. When the Brother Director enters any place, all the. -
Brothers there shall stand up, salute him with a bow, and
remain uncovered until he is seated or covered; except in
the refectory, where they shall only uncover without rising,
and in the Oratory, where they shall make no sign, except to
bow when the Brother Director passes before them.

5. When the Brothers speak to the Brother Director,
they shall remain standing and with their heads uncovered
while speaking to him, unless he makes them a sign or tells
them to be covered.
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6. They shall always speak to the Brother Director: with

.profound .respect, in a low voice, and in terms which

show the veneration they have for him, as holding the place

- of God, whom they should.recognize and honour in the person
of their. Director. - '

7. They shall never pass before the. Brother Director
without making him a respectful bow.

- 8. They shall have a humble and entire confidence in him ;
and, whenever they think proper; they may freelytell him
their troubles, the affection, ease, or difficulty they. find in the
practice of virtue, and make known to him. with. simplicity
and in detail what takes place in their interior. -

9. They shall, at all times, receive with much ‘respect
_the advice given them by the Brother Director, as given by
God Himself ; looking upon the Brother Director as the
‘instrument and voice of God, through whom He makes known
to them the means they should employ to go to Him.

10, They shall receive with the same sentiments of' respect
and submission all the orders and commands of the Brother
Director, seeing in him only the authority of God, which
is communicated to him, and His divine Majesty, which he
represents in their regard.

11. When the Brother Director reproves or admonishes
a Brother, if this Brother is seated, he shall stand up and
uncover his héad ; if he is standing, he shall forthwith kneel -
down, and not resume his former posture until the Brother
Director makes him a sign to do so; but should he be on
his knees, he shall merely kiss the floor.
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12. They shall not make any reply to the admonitions,
reproofs or commands given them either by the Brother
Director or in his name; but they shall forthwith set about
- doing what he has ordered or caused to be prder?ed, though
they find it painful and difficult. It shall be sufficient that
a thing is ‘commanded them, that they. find it neither
 difficult nor impossible, unless it be contrary fo the Com-
mandments of God ; and they shall 'so act as to -put
themselves in this disposition through & simple view of
faith, because nothing is difficult or impossible to God, and
because He cannot fail to give the necessary grace and help
to do what He commands.

18. The Brothers shall have the same submission and
respect for him who holds the place of the Brother Director ;-
still, they shall not ask, nor shall he grant them any per-
mission, unless it is necessary and they .cannot wait for.the
return or the presence of the Brother Director : above all,
they ' shall not ask for any permission. which the Brother
Director has refused them.
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CHAPTER XIIl

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH. THE BROTHEBS ARE TO BEHAVE
TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER, AND OF THE UNION
THAT IS TO EXIST AMONG THEM

1. The Brothers shall have a cordial affection for one
another ; but they shall not give any.sign or token of pé.rti‘c-
.ular affection for any one, through respect for our Lord,
whom they should equally honour in all, as being animated
by Him and living by His spirit.

- 2. They shall take a singular pleasure in rendering their
Brothers any service;' they shall not do SO, however; ‘without
the ‘permission and the order of the Brother Director, except
in a pressing necessity.

‘8. When they pass before their Brothers, they shall uncover
and modestly salute them.

4. They shall always speak to their Brothers in a res-
pectful manner, though without affectation or idle cunl‘ftles,
but with Christian and religious sunphclty, without . giving
rise to familiarity.

5. Theyshall take care notto say-anything to their Brothers
but what is proper and becoming, even when they give or have
given them trouble.

6. They shall always prefer their Brothers to themselves
in all things, as far as the Rules and obedience allow, in view
of the esteem they have for them, and of: the respect they
have for God residing inthem. Hence, if any thing is presented
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 toall the Brothers, or to any other and themselves, and they
are free to choose, they shall take that which is least, consid-
ering their Brothers far superior to themselves,

7. They shall not contradict their Brothers ner contend
with them ; but they shall yield to them through respect for
them.

8. Should‘-any Brother advance some mamm which is
either, not true or ‘which may have bad - consequences,
they sha.ll combat it only by their silence, being con-
vinced, as they should be, that it is only the Brother Superior
of the Institute, or the Brother Director of the house in which
the Brother is, that has the right to correct him. Still, he who
has heard a Brother say anything reprehensnble, shall inform
the Brother Director of the house where he is, or the Brother .
Superior of the Institute, in case he did not see that the Brother -
Director noticed- it and reproved him for it.

9. All the Brothers shall have as much respect for the
‘serving Brothers as for the school Brothers, and no one shall
say anything to them or to any person about them but
what is proper and becoming ; and they shall show, on every
occasion; that they are truly united with them and very
grateful for their services. -

10. They shall not speak to any Brother in the house,
without the order or permission of the Brother Director.

11. When two Brothers go out ‘together, they shall mot
speak to each other without an absolute necessity.

12. They shall never speak of their Brothers but through
necessity ; they shall never say anything of them but what
is good, and they shall not ‘speak of them but with esteem
_and much respect.

COMMON RULES. 6
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18. On all occasions, and ‘especially when obliged to speak
to secular persons, they shall, by every exterior mark,. show
the respect, the esteem, and the sincere, true and interior
union they have with their Brothers; and they shall never
let it appear, either by gesture or word, that they are displeased

. with any of them.

14. There shall be no rank among the Brothers in
the usual exercises, except that the Brother . Director and
the Sub-Director shall take the first two places; the Brothers
shall take places without distinction, or such as are assigned
to them by the Brother Director : he may, however, change
their places; when he thinks proper.

15. When two Brothers. go out together, the younger in
'profession shall_give precedence. t6 the older ;-and, on entering .
a housg,‘ he who has to transact business shall take preced-
ence’; but if he is the younger- in profession, this precedence
shall hold good only in the houses in which he has businessto

transact. -

16. When two Brothers go out, each- shall, .before doing
so, ask the Brother Dlrector s permission and on their
return, they shall give him an accourt 'of the places in which.
they have been, and of the persons with whom they have
spoken.
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CHAPTER XIV

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAYVE
TOWARDS SECULAR PERSONS

1. The Brothers of this Institute shall not havé any com-
munication with secular persons,. except .in cases of.well
recognized necessity; and only with the permission “of the
Brother Superior or Director.

2. The Brothers shall respect all persons with whom
" they have dealings, without - contracting particular friendship
with any. '

8. They shall break off all the connections they had in
the world, even with their relatives, and shall not keep up any,
even under the pretext of promoting the welfare of their
house or the Institute.

4. They shall not pay any visits of civility; they shall
not bring them about in any way whatever, and they shall
so act as to receive them but seldom, and through necessity.

5. When -a Brother is visited by any one — and means
shall be taken that this be very seldom — the Brother Director
shall either go himself or send* another Brother as a com-
panion, and nothing shall be said or done but in his presence
and seen by him; he shall even hear all that is said, unless
the Brother Director, 'for some important redﬂon, has

ordered otherwise.

6. If it is a person of the other sex who visits and speaks-
to any of the Brothers, even to the Brother Director, there

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 32

¢, COMMON RULES" - 32

shall always. he a Brothervé’s"witness, wfho shall see- all
that takes place during this time.

7. When the Brothers converse with secular persons
they shall observe very- strict. sﬂence on all that concerns the
Instltute, making nothing thereof appear or known abroad,
never telling where the Brothers are,.even when asked,

“unless they cannot do otherwise ; they ‘may only speak of,.
and cxplain the spirit of the Institute. the exterior employ-
ments in which they engage, and what is done in these employ-
ments, without saying any:thing more:

8. They shall not approach any person in or out of .the.
house to speak to him or sahite him ; and if any éne accosts
them, they shall reply politely and only in few words to what
has been asked, without saying anything -more.’

9. If some oneinthe street shows them a letter the address
_.'oi‘ which he cannot read, they’ ma.y,r;eadfzonly the address.

10. They shall not intermeddle with .any temporal con-
cern, and they shall not undertake any - that is- -spiritual
unless it'be conformable to thg spivit and end. of the Institute.
The Brothers Directors shall be wvery. particular about this
point. i

11. Thev shall not writé nor copy. anythmg for any
outsider; = except with ‘the perniission of ~the Brother
S'u'perior oi_' the Institute:
~12. No one may. be lodged in the houses of the Brothers who
'tfeaéh, the ordinary schools, except postulants admitted by the -
Brother Superior of the Institute, and these for one night only.
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13. It shall not be permitted to receive boarders in
the houses of the Brothers who teach the ordinary schools.
There may be boarders in houses intended for them, when the
Brother Superior, with the advice of the Assistants, deems it

proper.

CHAPTER XV

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SERVING BROTHERS
* ARE TO BEHAVE -

1. The serving Brothers may go out alone for the wants
of {'.he house. The Brother Director shall give each a
written regulation, speclfymg how he is to employ the time
remaining at his disposal, and immediately send a copy of
it to the Brother Superior, that he may approve it, if he finds
it suitable, or change what he does' not accept.

2. They shall not interfere with anything in the house
in which they reside, but inasmuch as obedlence. has prescnbed .

8. Those who have charge of the household expenses
shall each, on an appointed day every week, give an account
of them to the Brother Dircctor of the house in which they
reside.

4. They shall watch over themselves so as to be exact in
keeping silence, to speak always in a low tone, not to speak
except when necessity requires it,- and only in few words. -

5. He who attends the door shall not speak to any Brother
going out of the house or coming in, not even to the Brother
Director ; and, if obliged to speak to the Brother Director on
'entering, he shall wait until the latter has said his prayer

_in the Oratory.
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6. . He shall not spea.k to any Brother, except to the Brother
Dlrector, unless it is. necessary, and ‘heé has: prevxously :
obtained his permission.

7. They 'shall be carcful to serve at tablc so that they
mav be able to leave the refectory with the.other Brothers,
w lthout' being obliged to return to- ﬁ_m:-.h their meals.

8. They shall not buy anything without the order of the
,Brother Director, but the meat as regulated, and. thc bread.

9. They shall carefully bear in mind that they have the
‘use ‘of money only to employ it dependently on the Brother
Director, and not as masters thereof ; and thus they shall
cousider themselves responslble to God for the use they make
of it, especially for what they Spénd without permission.

10. They shall also be careful to manage their time so
that they may always be able.to assist regularly at all the
usual spiritual exercises, and -to say the Rosary ‘at eight
o’clock in the evening in the Oratory, leaving everything for
this purpose at the first sound of the bell.

11. If on some extraordinary occasion they are unable
to assist at an exercise, they shall not omit ‘it without the
permission of the Brother Director.

12. They shall watch over ' themselves so as.to speak
to the Brother Director always in a low tone, even when
giving. him an account of the expenses or of. their. business
transactions, with the view of speaking to. him, always w1th
respect.

18. The) shall also epeak in'a moderately low tone when
speaking to secular persons, -even ‘when attending the door.
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14. They shall not have any communication with -se
cular persons, except in so far as their employment requires
-and the Brother Director permits ; these two conditions
shall be inseparable.

15. They shall be careful not to have any communica-
tion with the outside world, that might give rise to famil-
iarity.

16. They shall also take special care to apply themselves
to their interior, and t6 the practice of the virtues that become
them ; and they shall guard against dissipation of mind and
whatever might make them too exterior in their temporal
employment.

17. The serving Brothers shall take care to fulfil their
exterior duties with great charity, having in view that the
service they render to their Brothers is rendered to our:
Lord Himself, and that, for this reason, they should endeavour
to do it with as much care and affection as if they were serving
- Jesus Carist Himself.

CHAPTER XVI.
OF REGULARITY

1. It is necessary that the Brothers -apply to themselves,
and take for the foundation and support of their regularity,
what St. Augustine says at the beginning of his Rule, that
« those who live in Community should, - before all- else,
love God and next their neighbour »; because these are the.
principal Commandments given us, by God, and because
any regularity whatever,.if separated from the observance
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of these two Commandments, is qulte useless for salvation,
since it is established in- -Communities onby for. the purpose
‘of giving the members facility to observe the Command-
ments of God with exactness, and .since ' most of the Rules
are practices ‘pertaining thereto. Silence, for exemple, and
circumspection” in one’s words in recreation, are so very’
important in order to avoid falling into many sins, that
St. James does -not hesitate to say, that « the tongue is a
world of iniquity, and full of deadly poison ». Respect for,
and submission to the Brother Superior and the Brother
Dnrector are of obligation ‘and precept, as wéll as union
among the Brothers, and reserve in regard to persons of ‘the
.wofld, lest one retake their spirit, for which the devil gives
most religious a natural inclination, causmg them to form
attachments, when they communicate freely ahd frequently
with such ‘persons. Modesty and recollection prevent one
from falling into many sins, committed by means of the
eyes, and by the libexty given to the other members of the
body ; and so on.

2, The Br’others shall, therefore, have very special esteem
for all that concerns regularlty however. insignificant- it -
- may appear, regarding it as being for them the first means
of sanctification, because it furnishes them with the prin-
clpal help to observe.the Commandments of God, and the
: prmclpal protection against all the temptations of the devil,
however violent they may be, and bécause God attaches His’
graces thereto in a special manner. :

8. Regularity is also the priicipal support of Commu-
nities, and it is such as to make them ininmovable as long
as it subsr-.tb ; and irregularity is the chief source of their
destruction, and of the loss of therr members.
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4* With this view, the Brothers shall prefer the Rules’
and practices of their Institute to all other practices; however-
holy- in themselves, unless they concern the Command-
ments of God or of the Church.

5. The Brothers shall be particularly careful not .to do
anything that is, or nught be, contrary to the regularity
and good order of the house. For this purpose, they shall
all make account of failing in the least point of regularity,
wishing to do in all things, and very exactly, the will of God,
which is marked out for them by the Rules and Practices
of their Institute.

6. The Brothers shall leave everything at the first sound of
the bell, in order to be present at the beginning of the exercises.

7. No Brother shall absent himself from the daily
exercises : Examen, Spiritual Reading, Mental Prayer, etc.,
without an evident . necessity and the permission of the
Brother Director.

8. They shall be very careful to close the doors of the
house without noise.

9. The Brothers shall look on the followmg thmgs as the
most essential of their Institute. :

The four interior supports of their Institute :

1. Mental Prayer ;

2. The presence of God ;
8. The spirit of Faith;
4. Interior recollection.

The four exterior supports of their Institute :

1. Reddition of conduct ;

2. The accusation ;

8. The advertisement of defects ;

4. The manner of spending recreation time well.

-1

COMMON RULES.
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least five years, inéluding one period of triennial Vows, which
must immediately precede the perpetual Vows.

6. The renewal of temporary Vows shall take place every
year at the retreat, the year of the Vows being counted from
one retreat to another?.

7. The Brothers who satisfy the conditions for admission
to Vows and those who desire to renew them, shall, within
the first fortnight of January, petition the Brother Superior
General, in writing, for such admission or renewal. The
petitions, authenticated by the Directors, shall be sent to the
Brothers Visitors who shall draw up a list of the petitions for
‘ma.kmg Vows and immediately send it, with their own opinion,
to the Brother Superior General. The petitions for renewing
triennial Vows shall be treated like the petitions for making
Vows, and must appear on the said list.

The list of aspirants to a renewal of annual Vows shall
be sent with the result of the District Chapter for Vows.

8. The Brother Superior shall draw up a list of the aspirants-
to perpetual and triennial Vows and to renew triennial
Vows and send it to all the houses of the Institute.

9. All the. Brothers Directors and the other Brothers
with perpetual Vows shall be obliged to inform the Brother
Superior General, by written notes, of the manner in which
the asplrants who are known to them, h&ve conducted them-
selves, as well in Community as in their employments, and
whether they judge them worthy of being admitted to Vows.

On the day which he shall have previously. determined,
. the Brother Director shall assemble the Brothers of his Commu-

1:Rescript of 284 July, 1920.
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CHAPTER XVII
OF THE YOWS

1. The Brothers of the Christian Schools shall make
simple and perpetual Vows of CHASTITY, POVERTY, OBEDIENCE,
STABILITY in the Institute, and of TEACHING THE POOR GRATUI-
TOUSLY L.

2. Before being admitted to pronounce these Vows, the
Brothers must first have made annual, and afterwards triennial
Vows %,

8. The novices must make, at the end of the Novitiate and
in the very house of the Novitiate, Vows lasting until the
following. annual retreat. .These Brothers shall then make
annual Vows which they shall renew until they make triennial

Vows.

If the retreat of the novices coincides with one of the
annual retreats of the district, the Vows which they then make,
will be annual Vows.

4. To be admitted to triennial Vows, the Brothers must be
nineteen years of age completed within the year in which they
méake these Vows, and have had annual Vows for at least one
year. At twenty two years of age they shall renew these
Vows for a second period of three, years.

5. To be admitted to perpetual Vows, the Brothers must be
twenty five years of age completed within the year in which
they make these Vows, and have had temporary Vows for at

1 Bull, Arts. 8 and 9. — 2 Rescript of 28! July, 1920,
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The ten Commandments proper to the Brothers of the
- Christian Schools, which they should always have in their
minds to meditate upon, and in their hearts to practise, and
‘which should form the subject of their examens :

1. You shall honour 'God in your Chief by prompt
obedience.

2. You-shall at all times love all your Brothers
cordially.

8. You shall teach the children very well and
. gratuitously.

4. You shall do all things through the spirit of
Faith, and for God alone.

5. You shall fervently employ all the time prescribed
for Mental Prayer.

6. You shall often think.of the presence of -God
interiorly.

7. You shall frequently mortify your mind and
all your-senses.

8. You shall keep silence véry exactly. at the time
prescribed.

9. You shall keep yourself chaste by very great
recollection.

10. You shall cherish poverty, not having anything
voluntarily.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 41

COMMON RULES

‘nity, with perpetual Vows, collect their notes; join them to his
own and place them in an envelope, which shall immediately
. be sealed in presence of the Brothers.

The reasons for the admission of the Brothers of the
Community who are asking to renew their annual Vows,
shall then be discussed, and each ‘One shall be voted on by
_secret ballot ; the minutes of the discussion and voting shall
then be drawn up in duplicate, which all' the members of the
assembly shall sign.

The same shall be done for the Brothers who have peti-
tioned to make perpetual or triennial Vows, or.to renew trien-
nial Vows. On each one of the minute papers the Brother
Director shall add his opinion on each aspirant, and send one
copy to the Brother Superior and the other to the Brother
Visitor, each with the envelope’containing the notes above
mentioned.

10. The Directors and other Brothers with perpetual Vows,
who shall be convoked by order of the Brother Superior General,
in each District, to the Chapter of Vows, shall examine the notes
of the Brothers with perpetual Vows and the minutes of the
Community Chapters, and after mature deliberation, they
shall, by secret ballot, give their votes for or against the admis-
sion of each aspirant. Admission shall be decided by the
Brother Superior General.

11. No Brothers shall be admitted to Vows, and especially
to ‘perpetual Vows, unless they have shown in their whole
conduct a great love for regularity and all the virtues that
become their holy state.

12. The Vows ‘shall be made atthe end of the annual retreat,
after Holy Mass and Communion. The Most Blessed Sacrament
shall be exposed, if the Ordinaries are pleased .to permit it.
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This Will cannot be afterwards altered without the péermis-
sion of the Holy .See, or at least if the case be urgent, and time
does not permit of recourse to the Holy See, without the
permission of the Brother Superior or Brother Visitor ; and if
recourse cannot be had to these, without the permission of the
Brother Director. '

" The Brothers are not allowed to give up gratuitously the
dominion over their property by a voluntary deed of con-
‘veyance.

5. The Vow of chastity obliges one to renounce mar-
riage, and to abstain, for a new motive, that of the Vow,
from all that is contrary to chastity, in thought, affection, word
and deed.

6. By the Vow of Obedience, one engages one’s self to
obey : first. the Sovereign Pontiff ; second, the Brother
Superior of the Society ; third, the Brother  Director of the
Community ; fourth, the Body of the Society, represented by:
the General Chapter.

One is obliged to obey under pain of mortal sin, when
the command is given in virtue of holy Obedience.

7. By the Vow of ‘Stability, one engages one’s self to
remain steadfast in the Institute during all the time for which
the Vows have been made ; and one may not, during the said
time, leave of one’s own accord, under any pretext whatever,
without violating one’s Vow.

No Brother may, without the express consent of the
Brother Superior General, leave the said Institute, or pass
to another Institute, even more strict, without the authori-
zation of the Holy See.

_8. By the Vow of Teaching the poor gratuitously; one engages
one’s self to Tefrain from requiring or receiving anything
whatever from them in payment for the instruction given®.

1 Rescript of Feb. 12th, 1901.
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CHAPTER XVIII

OF THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE VOWS

1. The Simple Vow:of Poverty is a proniise’mgde to'God
to forbid oneself, conformably to the'Rules,'_lfthe independent
and free disposal of any temporal goods er of any object
whatever having pecuniary value.

Thus, in virtue of this Vow, a’ Brother may no longer
take or receive: anythmg whatever, keep 1t -give it away
or make use of" it, that is, dispose of it in any manner \vhatever,
without the permission of his Superior.

2. The Vow of poverty leaves the Brothers the bare owner-
ship of their property ; but it forbids them to retain its admin-
istration, usufruct and use.

The Brothers must, before their first Vows, cede the admin-
istration of their property to any one they think proper, and.
freely dispose of the use and usufruct of this property.

If a Brother had omitted to make this cession and dispo-
sition because he had no property, and if, subsequently,. prop-
erty comes$ into his possession, or dgaih-' if, ‘having made it,
he has to make a new one for other property newly acquired,

"he shall make or renew it, according to the rules given in the
preceding paragraph.

8. This cession and disposition . cannot be afterwards
modified without the permission of the Brother Superior.

If a Brother leaves the Instltute, this cession and dlspos1t10n.
‘immediately ceases to have effect.

4. Likewise, the Brothers, before their ﬁrst Vows, shall

freely dispose by Will of all the property they,iactugl]y possess,
or may subsequently possess. =
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. .18, The ceremony for making the Vows shall begin with
the Feni Creator, the ¥. Emitte and the collect Deus qui corda ;
then each aspirant shall pronounce his Vows, knqeling~ on the
altarstep, holding a lighted taper in his hand ; after which .
he shall go to the Brother Superior General or his representative,
.and, kneeling down, give him the formula of Vows, kiss his
hand as a sign of obedience, and receive the accolade, If he
has made perpetual’ Vows, a Crucifix shall be given him after
the kissing of the hand.

14. The ceremony shall be finished by the singing of

' the Te Deum, followed by the ‘versicle and collect ; during
this time, the Brothers who have made perpetual vows shall
give the accolade to the Brothers with perpetual Vows present.

15. The Vows shall be xeceived by the Brother: Superior .
. General, or, in his name, by one of his Assistants, or by the '
Brother Visitor of the District, or if needs be, by the President
of the retreat. The Brothers Directors of Novices can likewise
receive the Vows of their novices.

16. A renewal of piety shall take place every year through-
out the Institute on the feast of the Most Holy Trinity. The
ceremonial prescribed for the making of Vows shall be followed,
with the-exception of the kissing of the hand -and.the accolade.
. The Athanasian Creed shall be added after the Vent Creator.

17. The’ pbvs"er of dispensing the ‘Brothers from 'their
Vows is reserved to the Sovereign Pontiff 1.

18. The. Novices shall be .carefully instructed on the
obligations imposed by the Vows.

1 Bull, Art. 9.
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Thus, in virtue of this Vow, neither Brother nor Commu-
nity may require or receive anything from the ‘children of
artisans and of the poor, or from their parents,. in payment
for the instruction given according to the Rule.

9. Theobligation imposed by the Vow of teaching gra-
tuitously is restricted to the children of artisans and of the
poor, or in a general manner, to the children of the people ;
but the Rule  extends gratuitousness of instruction, which
it considers as « essential to the Institute », to all children
indiscriminately ; and it prescribes that « the Brothers every- .
where keep schools gratuitously » and that « they shall not -
receive, either from the pupils or from their parents, any
money or presents, however small, on any day or occasion
whatever? ».

CHAPTER XIX

" OF 'POVERTY

1. The Brothers shall not have anything as their own;
in all the houses everything shall be in common, even "the
clothing and other things necessary for the use of the Brothers.

2. The Brothef Superior of the Institute may change
the habits, when he thinks proper.

8. The Brothers shall not have anything for their: use
except a New Testament, an Imitation of Christ, a Rosary,
a Crucifix, the cross of which shall be of ebony and the image
of copper, and a small pocket-book; these shall be given
them during their Novitiate by him who is charged with
providing for the wants of the entire Society.

1 Rules, Cbhap. vi1, 1; 11, Bull, Art. 5.

COMMON RULES.
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4. The Brothers who teach writing classes shall have,
‘besides the foregoing, a writing-case, in which ‘there shall
be a penknife and some pens, the use of which they shall
have while teaching a high class.

5*. The Brothers shall neither receive nor borrow any-
‘thing from any one, not even from their relatives; neither
shall they lend anything to any one; and should anything
be given to the house for their use, ‘the Brother Director
shall not allow them to use it.

6*. They -shall not take anything from one house to
another, except the above mentioned things, -whieh they
should have for their use.

7. The Brothers shall always bear marks of poverty in
their clothing, provided it be decent, that is, not torn; and
they shall wear neither hat, robe, mantle, nor shoes which
are not like those of the others, both in material and in
shape.

8. They shall not dispose of anything whatever, nor give
anything to one another, without the order of the Brother
Director.

9. They shall beware of having money in private, as
one of the greatest faults a Brother could commit, and yvhich
alone would suffice to call down upon him the curse of God.
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CHAPTER XX

OF CHASTITY

1. The Brothers should be convinced_that no one will
be tolcrated in the Institute, in whom anything exterior
against purity has appedred or appears. ,

2. Therelore, their first and chief care, in regard to their
exterior, shall be to make chastity shine forth above all other
virtues.

* 3. To preserve this virtue with all the care it requires,
they shall do two things : 1. They shall hold temperance
in eating and drinking in. high esteem, especially with re-

" gard to wine —an enemy of chastity — which they shall be careful
to dilute well ; 2. They shall manifest great modesty in all
things

4. They shall be careful never to see nor allow them-
selves to be scen in a manner even the least immodest.

5. The first garment they shall put on when rising, and
the last they shall take off on going to bed, shall be their robe ;
they shall never go to bed without drawers.

6. Two Brothers shall not sleep in the same bed ;if some-
times they are obliged to do so when travelling, they shall
go to bed without undressing.

7. They shall never touch one another even in play or
through any kind of familiarity, this being very unbecom-
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- ing, and contrary to the respect which they owe to one another,
‘as well as against decency and modesty.

8. They shall not touch their pupils through playful-
ness or familiarity, and particularly, they shall never touch them
on theface.

9. When speaking to persons of the other sex, they shall
always keep some steps from them, and never look them
steadily in the face. They shall never speak to them but
in'a very reserved manner, far from the least liberty or
familiarity.

10. The affability with which they are obliged to speak
to the mothers of the pupils, in order not to repel them,
should not prevent them from maintaining this reserve in
their regard; they shall be careful to finish with them.

_in few words.

CHAPTER XXI

OF OBEDIENCE

1. The Brothers shall carefully and above all things apply
themselves to become perfectly obedient, and they shall be
mindful never to obey but with views and motives of faith.

2. They shall be very exact to leave everything at the
first sign of the Brother Director, with the view that it is
God Himself who calls and commands them.

8. They shall not enter any place without permission,
except that wherein the actual exercise is taking place.
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4. They shall not leave the house, nor even the room
in which the Brothers are, without permission..

5. They shall not read any book or paper, nor copy
anything, without the Brother Director’s permission; they
may be allowed to copy hymns, the Rules and Practices
of the Institute, arithmetie, ¢atechism and all that is custom-
ary in the Community.

6. The Brother Director shall never allow things of this
kind to 'be copied except during writing time; and he shall
inform the Brother Superior of all the permissions granted, .
and to whom he has granted them. ' -

7*. 'All the books, whether Catechisms, spiritual books or
others, shall be given out by the Brother Director, no Brother
being allowed the liberty of selecting, much less of claiming
any for himself, or reading in any others than those given him.

8. When they are in want of anything, they shall simply
lay the matter before the Brother Director, without asking
for anything. They shall do the same in all their corporal
infirmities.

9. They shall not do anything without permission, how-
ever small or insignificant it appears, in order to be sure of
doing the will of God in all things.
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CHAPTER XXII

OF SILENCE

1. The Brothers of this Institute shall keep very strict
silence out of recreation time, and they shall not speak to
one another for any reason whatever, without the permis-
sion of the Brother Director. ‘ '

2. When a Brother needs to speak out of reereation time,
either to another Brother or to a secular person, /he
shall thenh speak.only of what. is hecessary, and he shall
especially observe the following articles :

- 1. He shall not speak of what has taken place in any of
the houses of the Institute, or of the affairs of the house
wherein he lives, or of the conduct of. the Brothers Directors.

‘90, He shall not speak of any of the Brothers, or of
those who have been in the Society. Should any one speak
to him of either, or question him about them, he shall say
that he may not answer such questions, and that it is necessary
to apply to the Brother Director.

-89, He shall not speak of himself, his relatives, his native
place, or of what he has donc, except to persons for whom
he shouid entertain very special respect, such as a Bishop,
who might question him thereon ; not wishing to be known
but to God, and, as.far as necessary, to h'gs"Superiors.

e

40. He shall not speak of eating or drinking, except with
permission or by order of the Brother Director, not making
anything thereof known to others than' his .Superiors.
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50. He shall not speak to another Brother but of what he
has been ordered or allowed by the Brother Director, without
saying anything more.

6°. When a Brother, even the Brother Director, needs
to speak, he shall do so in a tow voice, and in few words.

8. The Brothers shall not. spédak, either in the Oratory

" during the exercises which are there going on, or in the refectory

during meals, unless it be to the Brother Director for some
urgent reason.

4. They shall not speak to the Brother Director while -
going from one exercise to another, or during the accusation
and the advertisement of defects, unless the matter is so
pressing that it cannot be deferred, and then they shall speak
in few words.

5. The Brothers shall carefully refrain from inquiring of
any Brother about. what has happened in any of the houses
of the Institute, even with regard to any of the Brothers.

6. When the Brothers go together through the town, they
shall not speak to one another, unless it is absolutely necessary ;
but they shall say the Rosary, each by himself, and, on their
return, they shall give an account of what they said and did
while out. )

7. When they go to school, they shall not speak to each
other, but shall always say the Rosary altcrnately, both in
going and returning.

8. They shall‘keep silence most rigorously from the time
of retiring at night until after Mental Prayell" next morning ;-
they shall not speak even to the Brother Director during this
time, without an indispensable necessity.

9. The Brothers shall be brief in speakingto the parents
of the pupils.
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CHAPTER XXIII

OF MODESTY

1. It may be sgid . in general, that, in all their exterior
actions, the Bm:&m"mld manifest great modesty and
humility, together with the wisdom befitting their profession.
But, in order to have the modesty that hecomes ‘them; they
shall especially observe the following practices :

2. They shall alwé,ys hold their head erect, inclined slightly
forward ; they shall not turn it round, nor from side to side ;
and if necessity obliges them to do so, they shall at the same
time turn the whole body staidly and with gravity.

8. They shall manifest-cheerfulness upon their countenance
rather than sadness, or any other ill-regulated passion.

4. They shall usually have their eyes cast down, yithout
raising them unduly, or turning them sideways.

5. They shall avoid wrinkling the forehead, and much more
the nose, in order that - the composure .of the exterior,
which marks that of the interior, may be seen in them.

6. - Recollection shall appear to the Brothers of such great
importance, that they shall consider-it as one of the principal
" suppoxts of the Society; and want of custody of the eyes,
as the source of all kinds of disorder in a ‘Community.

7. When speahing, especially to persons in authority and,
of distinction, and much more especially to persons of the
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- other sex, they shall not look them steadily in the face, but
be very reserved in their regard.

8. They shall not keep their lips too closely pressed together
or too wide apart.

9. When they have to.speak, they shall be mindful of
the modesty which becomes them and the edification they
should give their neighbour, both by their words and their
-manner of speaking; hence, they shall take care not to speak
too much, or too loud, or too.fast, and not to make any
sign or gesture either with the head. or hands. ‘

10. They shall keep their hands quiet, and.their arms
becomingly folded; they shall refrain from making gestures
with their hands when speaking, and they shall never have
their arms hanging down, nor keep their hands in their pockets.

11. They shall keep their feet nearly together when at
rest, without crossing them ; they-shall not keep their legs
wide apart, nor stretch them out, nor cross them, when
seated.

12. They shall walk staidly and in silence, with great
reserve in their looks and in their whole exterior, without.
swinging their arms to and fro, and without overhaste, unless
some necessity should require it. ) '

18. When going from exercise to exercise, they shall walk
one after another, in order to avoid confusion..

14. They shall be careful that their gestures and all their

bodily movements be such as to edify every one,

COMMON RLULES, 9
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15. If two or three go out together, they shall-.-bbéerve
the order prescribed by the Brother Superior or Director.

16. Finally, they shall always keep their clothes neat and
clean; and wear them with the propnety and modesty becommg
persons of their profession:

RULES RELATING TO PHE GOOD ORDER
AND THE GOOD GOVERNMENT OF THE INSTITUTE

.CHAPTER XXIV

OF THE BICK

1. Application shall never be made to relatives, and no

" Brother shall ever be allowed to have recourse to- his own,
in any illness or infirmity whatever, for remedies or anything
else he needs ; but to each Brother shall be given all that is

necessary.

2*. It shall not be allowed to send sick Brothers to hos- -
pitals. -

8. Care shall be taken that they have a very charitable
Infirmarian to minister to all their wants with affection and
tenderness, and who shall be careful to give them all suitable
.medicine and nourishment at proper times; they shall even
be watched with during the night, when necessary.
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4. The needs of the sick shall always be attended to prefer-
ably to the needs of those in' good health.

5. The sick, however, shall take care not to complain,
should something be wanting to them ; still, if a considei'g.ble
time should elapse before they receive arprescribe('i remedy
or means of relief, which they. believe useful to them, they
shall simply inform the Brother Director and then remain
quiet and without anxiety in this respect, whether it be given
them or. not.

. 6. The sick shall obey their Infirmarian as their Director,
since he is given them by God to direct them during
their illness.

7. They shall be attentive to bear their illness with pa--
tience, often calling to mind the patience of our Lord J=sus
CurisT and of the holy Martyrs, so as to imitate them.

8. They shall animate themselves ffom time to time
with some good sentiment, if they. are able; if they are not
able, they shall request the Infirmarian to do them this kind
service, .so that they may not lose sight of God, and that
they may enter into His intentions.

9. Care shall be taken to have them receive the Sacra-
‘ments without too much delay, and to see that they receive
Extreme Unction while in possession of their 'facl‘llties, SO
“that it may procure for them a greater abundance of grace,
and make them participate in its proper effects.

10. When a Brother is in his agony, or supposed to be
‘near death, all the Brothers, if they are not in -school, shall -
assemble and say the prayers of the agonizing for him, in
order to assist in freeing him from the attacks of the devil,
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which are very strong and very violent at this time ; and to
contribute as much as they can towards procuring him the
blessing of a happy death.

11. Should a Brother be taken with an illness which is
likely to last a long time, thie Brother Superior of the Institute
shall be informed as soon as it is perceived, so that he may
take the necessary means for the restoration of the Brother’s

health.

12. The Brothers who are convalescent shall be very careful
to watch over themselves in order not to say or-do anything
out of place, which would be contrary to the Rules and the
good order of the house.

18*. The Brothers shall not give any remedy out of
the house for any illness whatever; if they know a remedy
that is asked of them for an outsider, the. Brother Director
alone may give the receipt or direct it to be given, without
leaving the house or seeing the sick person for the purpose.

14. The Brothers shall neither. watch with the sick nor
attend wakes, outside the house.

CHAPTER XXV

OF ‘THE PRAYERS THAT ARE TO BE SAM FOR THE
DECEASED BROTHERS

1. The Brothers shall be buried with much simplicity, and
in keeping with the holy poverty of which theymake profession.

2. The Brothers shall follow the corpse, having each a
taper in his hand. There can be no rule either for the number
of tapers or the tolling of the bell at the burial of the Brothers ;
these matters shall be regulated by local customs.
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8. When a Brother of the Society;'\. dies, the following
prayers shall be offered for him :

4. For the Brother Superior General, the Mother House .
shalk have fifty Masses said ; the Office of the Dead, nine
Jessons, shall be -recited; all the Brothers shall receive Holy
Communion the first and the fiftieth day after his decease ;
and,. during this interval. the De profundis with the collect
Inclina shall be recited after the morning Mental Prayer.

Each of the other houses shall have a Mass said for him ;
the Office of the Dead, nine lessons, shall also be recitéd;
the Brothers shall receive Holy Communion the first and the
thirtieth day following the notice of his death; and, during
this interval, the De profundis with the collect Inclina shall
be recited after the morning Mental Prayer. The De profundis’

.shall be recited twice in'the classes.

The same prayers sh’gll be -said for a Superior General
whose resignation has been accepted.

5. For an Assistant deceased in office, or whose resig-
nation has been accepted, his house of residence shall have
thirty Mé,sses said ; the Office of the Dead, nint lessons, shall
be recited'; the Brothers shall receive Holy Commqnion the
first and the thirtieth day following his decease ; and, during
this interval, the De profundis with the collect Inclina shall
be recited after the morning Mental Prayer.

In each of the other houses the Office of the Dead, nine

. lessons, shall be recited; the Brothers shall receive Holy

Communion ; and, for ten days, the De profundis with .th,e
collect Inclina shall be recited after the morning Mental Prayer.
The Institute shall have ten Masses a District said for him.

6. For every deceased Brother, the house in which he dies
shall have thirty Masses said ;. the Office of the Dead, nine
lessons, shall be recited; the Brothers shall receive Holy
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Communion the first’ and 't‘he‘ thirtieth day following his
decease; and, during this interval, the De profundis with the
- collect Inclinashall berecited after the morning Mental Prayer.
The Institute shall have one hundred Masses said for him.

7. Three times a month the Office of the Dead, three
léssons, shall be recited in all the houses of the Institute for
the deceased Brothers; and, the day following each Office,
the De profundis with the collect Deus venie largitor shall be
said after the morning Mental Prayer.

8. Besides the suffrages common to every deceased Brother,
those who have exercised the office of Procurator General:
with ‘the Holy See, Secretary General, Procurator General,
Visitor, or Director of Novices, shall be entitled to one hundred
Masses.

..9. The Communions for deceased Brothers, Junior Novices,
Relatives of Brothers, Affiliated Members, and Benefactors,
shall be offered. every month and in the following order : the
first six ‘Communions of each month shall be offered f,ar the
Brothers, and the seventh for the Junior Novices, Brothers’
Relatives, Affiliated Members, and Benefactors. After thanks-
giving the De profundis with the collect Deus venie largitor
shall be recited.

10. Every Monday the Novices shall offer the Office of
the Most Blessed Virgin for the deceased Brothers ; and every
day after Lauds they shall recite the De profundis with the
collect Deus venie largitor, for the same intention.

11. Every year, during vacation, the Brother Director of
each' house shall select the most convenient day for the anni-
versary of all the deceased Brothers and Benefactors. A Low
Mass shall be said for them, at which the Brothers shall assist
and receive Holy Communion ; after thanksgiving they shall
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. recite the De profundis with the collect Deus veniw largitor.
On the eve they shall recite the Office of the Dead, nine lessons.,

12. On the first holiday in Advent every house of the
Institute shall have a Mass said for the Brothers’ relatives
deceased durmg the year; .the Brothers shall receive Holy
Commumon, and, after thanksgiving, recite the De profundis
. with the collect Deus venie largitor. On the eve they shall
recite the Office of the Dead, nine lessons.

18. In houses whollx or partly endowed, the Brothers
shall, on the first free day after All Saints’, have a Mass said
for the deceased Foundev or Founders, at which the pupils
. of the endowed school shall assist. Should the will or donation
contain other provisions on this subject, they must be men-
tioned in the Coutumier.

14. The Brothers may, when requested, go to the funeral
of the Founders or principal Benefactors of the house, or of
. the Reverend Pastor or Confessor. Each Brother Director
shall indicate the prayers to be said for them and request the
Community to offer one of the Communions of the week
for them.

15. The Brothers may go to the funeral of their father and
.. mother, should they reside in the same locality ; but ‘care shall
be taken that this does not happen.

16. When a Brother learns of the death of his father or
mother, thie Brothers of the house in which he resides shall
recite the Office of the Dead, nine lessons; and a Mass shall
be said, at which. the Brothers shall receive Holy Communion.
After thanksgiving .the De profundis with the proper collect
shall be recited.
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CHAPTER XXVI

OF TRAVELLING.

1. The Brothers shall usually travel on foot and put up
at ‘hotels. They shall not lodge in. monasteries,. or in private
houses, unless so ordered by the Brother Superior or Director,
who shall give them' in writing the route they are to
follow. They shall not lodge with the relatives of any of the
Brothers of the Institute.

2. They shall not undertake any journéy, except to go
from one house of the Institute to another, or for the wants
of the Institute; and they shall not go to any house in the
town or country for recreation, even on a¢count of infirmity,
unless it depends on the Institute.

8. No Brother shall be sent alone to travgl on foot, unless
it cannot be avoided, and unless he has been at least five years
in the Institute, and is of very reliable behaviour.

4. The food of the Brothers in travelling shall be frugal
and conformable to the manner of living followed in the
Society, especially with regard to drink, which is a matter
of very great importance.

5. They shall be careful not to associate or form acquaint-
ance with anybody, nor to act with freedom or familiarity
" with any person whatever, especially of the other sex.

6. They shall daily read a page in the New Testament and
a page in the Imitation of Christ, which shall serve for their
spiritual reading.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 61

COMMON RULES 61

7. They shall also, while walking, make Mental Prayei'
with as much application as possible.

8. They shall be careful to give edification wherever they
lodgé, and to behave there, as well as on the road, in a reserved
and religious manner.

- 9, The Brothers shall not, when travelling, 'changg their
route to call at any house of the Institute, without the order
of the Brother Superior.

- 10. They shall not eat or drink within at least two leagues -
of the house whence they set out; andtheyshall not eat of-
tener than four times a day, without an extraordinary necessity.

11. They shall take care that their conversation be sea-
soned with wisdom and give edification to ‘others, and that it
does not turn on subjects on which they are not allowed to
speak in the. house.

12. They shall always be together and notleave one another *
either on the road or in the houses in which they lodge ; and
when there are more than. two, two shall not be allowed to
separate from the others to converse prividtely; above all,
no one shall be permitted to speak apart to seculars.

18. When they have reached the end of their journcy,
they shall hand over to the Brother Director whatever money
they have left, and then give him an account of their expenses,
and of the manner in which they conducted' themselves on .
their journey, according to the Directory drawn up for the
. purpose L,

1 Collection, Directory for Travelling, p. 225.

10
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CHAPTER XXVII

OF LELTERS

1*. The Brothers shall write everv two months to the
Brother Superior of the Institute, according to the Directory.
The Brother Dircctor shall write every month.  giving an
account, the fir:L month. of his conduct and of the articles on
regularity, and t'h«'.‘uex‘t month, of 1.he Brothers and the schools.
The Brothers wh may want to write, shall enclose their letters
with the Brother Director’s when he gives the account of his
conduct.

2. When the Brothers write to the Brother Supcrior of
the Institute, the Brother Director shall collect all their letters,
put them in his own, and seal it in presence of all the Brothers
during one of the exercises ; and, when he receives the answer
to these letters, he shall, in like manner, open the packet in
presence of ‘all the Brothers, and give each his letter.

8. The Brothers may write to the Brother Superior when-
ever they think it necessary, . either for the good of their
souls, or for any otlier reason ; and, when they write to him
out of the usual and apjinted time, they shall not be obliged
to give any reason therefor to the Brother Director ; they shall
however axk permission, which he.shall not refuse ; and when
they write to him out of the time prescribed, they shall show
the address to the Brother Director. and these letters shall be
takento the post office by the Brother appointed for the purpose.

4* Al letters addressed to the Brothers by outsiders
or hy Brothers of the Society. and all those they writc,
shail be read by the Brother Director before giving them to the
Brothers. or before sending them off.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 63

COMMON RULES 63

The Brothers may freely send letters, exempt from all
control : to the Holy See and its Legate in the country, to the
Cardinal Protector, to their own higher Superiors, -to the
Brother Director of their house while he is absent, to the
Ordinary of the place, to the Brother Procurator General with
the Holy See; and from all these persons they may receive
letters which must be delivered to them without being opened.

5. When a Brother finds, in the house, a letter or note
which is or had been_ sealed, he shall be very careful not to
read it, as, in doing so, he might be guilty of a ¢onsiderable
sin; but he shall faithfully give it to the Brother Director.

' The Brothers shall do the same, with regard to letters or notes
which had not been sealed.

6. When a Brother has read a sealed or unsealed letter
not addressed to him, hut written to, or received from the
' Brother Superior, he who may know the fact shall inform
. thie Brother Superior, to whom this case is reserved.

"The manner in which the-Brothers shall address the lellers which they write to
the Brother Superior of the Institute :

To the Most Honourable,

The Most Honourable Brother N., Superior of the Brothers of the Chris-
‘tian Schools.

W henr: they do not address them, they shall write at the head of their letters :

The Most Venerable Brother N., Superior of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools.

The manner of beginning their letlers :
- My Most Venerable Brother, I tender you my most .humble respects and
obedience, as in duty bound by the command of God.
The manner of closing them :

I am, with the most profound respect,
My Most Venerable Brother, )
Your most humble and obedient inferior,

Dated‘..:......, this..ce.c. 19.. Brother N.
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CHAPTER XXVIII

OF THE STUDY AND TEACHING OF THE CLASSICS

1. The Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools
extends its teaching to the Classics in order to conform to the
august will of Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, manifested by
. his letter to the Most Honoured Brother Supenor General,
dated April '17th, 1928.

But, as it is stated in the said letter, the Institute remains
- exclusively composed, according to the Will of its Founder, .
of lay Brothers, and its principal object, as its first glory, must
always be the School for poor Children and the teaching of
. Religion, conformably to the Bull of Approbation of Our
Holy Father, Pope Benedict XIII : « The Brothers should
make it their chief care to teach children, especially poor children,
those things which pertain to a good and Christian life. »

2. The Most Honoured Brother Superior General and his
Council shall designate the establishments of the Institute in
which- instruction in the Classics may be given.

8. The Brothers Visitors, with the assent of the Regime,
ma.y authorize the study’ of the Classics, accordlng to the
necessities of time and place, to the Brothers whom they th_mkw
suited for these studies.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 65

COMMON RULES 65

CHAPTER XXIX

DAILY EXERCISES ¥

1. The Brothers shall at all times rise at half-past four
. o’clock. The Brother who rings for rising shall get up as
soon as the alarm strikes, not later than a quarter. past foiir;
and at the first sound of the bell, the Brother Director, or he
who is appointed, shall say in a loud voice that may be heard
by all : Live JESUS in our hearts! and the other Brothers
shall answer : For ever ! This is the signal of tie Community.

2*. When the Brother appointed to awaken the Commu--
nity has rung for rising, he shall take lights to the dormitories-
when necessary. He shall do the same after evening prayer ;
and care shall be taken that they be put out before a quarter
past nine. -

8. Forty strokes shall be rung for rising ; and for the other
exercises that are rung for in swing, about twenty strokes ;
after which, twenty strokes shall be tolled for Mental Prayer,
Holy Mass, the examen, supper and evening prayer ; thirty
strokes shall be tolled for breakfast and for retiring.

4. The Brothers shall have a quarter of an hour for dressing
and for making their beds.

5. At a quarter to five, thirty strokes shall be tolled, and
the Brothers shall go to the wash-room, but not before being
entirely dressed ; they shall there wash, and then, during the
time that remains, each shall read by himself in the Imitation.
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6. At _five o’clock vocal prayer shall be said for a qusrter
of an hour; then the subject of meditation shall be read,
and Mental Prayer made until six o’clock.

7. Spiritual reading may be made either in the New
Testament or in the Imitation from a quarter to six until
six o’clock ; Live JESUS... shall be said at a quarter to six,
and the O Domina mea, etc., at six. Should they go to Holy
Mass at six o’clock, they shall not say the O Domina mea
until after Holy Mass.

8. At six o’clock they shall assist at Holy Mass.

‘9% From the time of Holy Mass until a quarter past
seven, the Brothers shall occupy themselves in writing, or in
reading the vernacular, Latir, or letters written by hand, in
order to become proficient therein ; all &s regulated by the
Brother Director, and according to the order he has received
from the Brother Superior of the Institute.

10. From the first of November to the first of Fébmary,
they shall study ‘Catechism in the morning, and write in the
. afternoon until spiritual reading, which shall he made at
half-past five o’clock. The Brothers. of the high classes may
cxercise themselves in reading letters written by hand, and at
arithmetic.

11. At a quarter past seven o’clock the Brothers shall
take breakfast in the refectory, and during this time, there
shall be reading in the Management of the Christian Schools,
or in a book of instruction.

12. They shall begin to read the Management.of the
Christian Schools on the first' school day after . vacation,
and the morrow of the Easter holidays; on both occasions,
they shall read the first two parts consecutively from beginning
to end, and during the remaining time they shall read a book
of instructiou.
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18. No one.shall read for the whole time of a -meal,"
but, at each meal, all the Brothers shall take part in the
reading. The Brother Director shall read first, unless there
are six other Brothers; and all shall read in turn one after
another, when notified ‘by‘thé Brother Director.

14. After breakfast they shall go to the Oratory,' where
they shall say the Litany of the Holy Infant JEsus, to dis-
pose themselves for going to school, and to ask of our Infant
Lord His spirit, in.order to be able to communicate it to the
children confided to their care.

15. After the Litany of the Holy Infant JEsus the Brothers
who teach school in the house, shall say the first three decades.
of the Rosary kneeling, and those who teach schools outside, \
shall set out for them, and say the Rosary while going
- and returning, both morning and afternoon.

16. School shall begin at eight o’clock and finish only at
eleven, including the _timel of Holy Mass and the prayers,
after which, the pupils shall be dismissed, two by.two, at a short -
distance apart.

17*. After school they shall study Catechism.

18. At half-past eleven o‘clock, on fasting days ‘as well as
on other days, they shall make the particular examen, after
which they shall take dinner.

19*. During dinner they shall read : 1° In the New Tes-
tament, the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles; 2° The abridg-
ment of the life of a Saint ; 3° In a book of piety ; and towards
the end, some lines in the Imitation of Christ, consecutively,
to the fourth book, which shall not be read.
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20. After dihner all shall take recreation together until
one o’clock, on fasting days as well as on other days.

21.. At one o’clock the Brothers shall ‘assemble in the
Oratory to say the Litany of St..Joseph, Patron and Protector
of the Institute, to beg his spirit and assistance in the
Christian education of the children.

- 22. Then the Brothers who teach school in the house
shall say the last three decades of the Rosary kneeling, and
those who teach schools outside shall set out for them as in
the morning.

28. School shall begin in the afternoon at half-past one
o’clock, and end at four.

24. At four o’clock the Brothers shall teach the pupils
Catechism 1

25. At half-past four o’clock they shall make the pupils
say the evening prayer slowly and distinctly, after which
they shall make them sing a hymn, at most six stanzas, and
then dismiss them.

26. On their return from school the Brothers shall go
to the Oratoryv, where they shall ‘make " a-short examen of
the faults they may have committed, and of thelr whole conduct
during the day.

2t After school-they shall study Catechlsm during the
tine that remains, until spiritual reading. . ”

28. At half-past five o’clock, on fasting” days as well as
o,n other days, the bell shall be rung for spiritual reading,
w hlch all the Brothers shall make individually ixi the exercise

' Bull, Art. 17.
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room, inorderto dispose themselves forMental Prayer; and they
shall begin it by reading, in a kneeling position, half a page
* in the New Testament.

29. When the weather is fe.vourabl‘e, ,spirituel reading
may be made in the garden, after having said the Vent sancte.

80*. At six o'clock ‘the bell shall be rung for Mental
Prayer, which shall be made until half-past six.

81. When the Brother Director has not been able to make
_Mental JPrayer with the Community, he shall make it for a
quarter of an hour at his bedside after evening prayer, if he
has been unable to do so. before.

82. At half-past six o’clock they shall make the accusation
and then take supper.

88. During- supper .they shall read 1°. In the New Tes-
tament, the Epistles of the Holy Apostles and the Apocalypse ;
20, A chapter of the History of the Holy Bible ; 8°. In a book of
piety, and towards the end, some lines in the Imitation of
Christ.. ' '

84. After supper all shall take recreation together until
eight o’clock.

85*. At eight o’clock the Brothers shall assemble in the
exercise room, where they shall study Catechism.

86. At half-past eight o’clock evening prayer shall be said
in the Oratory, after which the subject of mental prayer for
. the next day shall be read.

87. At nine o’clock the bell for retiring shall be rung ;
all shall then go to the dormitories, and be in bed at a quarter
past nine.

COMMON RULES. 11
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CHAPTER XXX

SPECIAL EXERCISES FOR SUNDAYS AND FEASTS

1 On Sundays and Feasts, after Mental Prayer, the
Brothers shall assist at Holy Mass, at which all shall receive
“Holy Communion ; thanksgiving.shall then be made for half

an hour.
2. On their return from Holy Mass, the Brothers shall

read -a chapter of the New Testathent with an explanation
thereof, and they shall confer thereon until eight o’clock.

8. At eight o’clock the Brothers shall take breakfast
and then go to the Oratory, where they shall say the Litany
of the Holy Infant Jesus; after which, the Brothers who
teach school in-the house shall say the first three decades
of the Roéary ; those who are to assist at the parish Mass with
their pupils, shall leave the house. after the Litany and say
the Rosary while going and returning.

4. After the Rosary thoge who remain in thtj; house, if any,
shall write until half-past nine o’clock.

5. At half-past nine o’clock they shall study Catechism.
If there is not time enough for writing, they shall prefer the
study of Catechism to writing.

6. They shall make spiritual reading for half an hour
on Sundays and Feasts, before or after High Mass, if there

is time.

7. At eleven o’clock the bell shall be rung for the examen,
-after which they shall take dinner.
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8. After dinner they shall take recreation until half-past
twelveo’clock, even though the bell for the examen had been rung
after eleven, in consequence of the lateness of the parish Mass.

9. At half-past twelve o’clock they shall assemble in the
Oratory and say the Litany of St. Joseph ; then, the Brothers
who teach school in the house shall say the last three decades

“of the Rosary, and those who go to schools outside shall set
out for them to teach Catechism, and say the Rosary while
going and returning.

10*. At one o’clock the Brothers:shall begin Catechism,
and teach it until half-past one, by questioning on the principal
Mysteries 1.

11*. At half-past one o’clock they shall begin the Cate-
chism on a special subject, which shall be taught for an hour?®,

12. At half-past two o’clock the prayer shall be said,
after which the pupils shall be taken to church to assist at
Vespers, if it can be done conveniently ; if not, they shall
be dismissed, so as to assist thereat in their respective parishes.

13. While the Brothers are teaching Catechism, if any
remain in the house, they shall study and recite it.

‘14. In places where Vespers are said at two o’clock, Cate-
chism shall be taught at half-past twelve on the principal
Mysteries. At one o’clock, it shall be taught on a special
subject until two ; and the prayer shall not be said. At two
o’clock the pupils shall be'taken to Vespers.

. 15. After Vespers the pupils shall be sent home, 'and
the Brothers shall perform the exercises omitted in the magning.

! Bull, Art. 17.
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16. In places where Vespers are said at half-past two
o’clock, Catechism shall begin at half-past twelve, and the
prayer shall be said at two. After Vespers the Brothers shall
. say the three decades of the Rosary, and employ the time
remaining until four o’clock in studying Catechism,

17. The Brothers who do not assist at Vespers with the
pupils in theé parish churches, shall go to the Oratory at half-
past three o’clock and recite Vespers and Compline of the
Office of the Most Blessed Virgin; should they finish
before four o’clock, they shall remain in the Oratory until the
clock strikes four.

18. At four o’clock, on Sundays and Feasts, they shall
take recreation until a quarter to five.

19. At a quarter to five they shall make spiritugl reading. .
20. At half-past five they shall make Mental Prayer.

21. At six o’clock there shall be conference until half-
past six.

22. When there are several Feasts in the week, the Brother
Director shall give a conference on Sunday -and on the principal
Feast ; and when he cannot give a conference, he shall have a
good book ljead, and then ask the views of some of the Brothers,
in form of conference. '

28. At half-past six o’clock they shall make the accusa-
tion, take supper, and perform the remaining exercises as on
other days.

24." On Sundays, Catechism shall be 'taught at eight o’clock
in the evening; the Brothers interrogated shall not ask
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any question of him who is teaching the Catechism ; they shall
answer with much wisdom and modesty. The Brothers shall
teach it in turn, after having prepared themselves to do so.

CHAPTER XXXI

SPECIAL EXERCISES FOR HOLIDAYS

1. When the Brothers give holiday all day Thursday, they
shall teach Catechism Wednesday afternoon for an hour.
from half-past three o’clock until Half-past four ; and in winter,
when prayer is said at four o’clock, they shall teach it from
three to four : half an hour on the principal Mysteries, and
half an hour on the subject of the weck.

2.-When they give holiday in the afternoon only, they
shall shorten the lessons in the morning and teach Catechism.
the last half hour of school — this cannot be the same every-
where, because of the Holy Mass, which the pupils do-
not hear everywhere at the same hour — and Catechism shall
be taught on the subject of the week.

_ 8. On half holidays they shall make the examen at half-
past eleven o’clock, as on ordinary days. Those who have.
not finished the Rosary, shall be careful to do so.

. 4. The days on which there will be holiday all day, they
shall, at six o’clock, read for a-quarter of an hour in the fourth
book of the Imitation of Christ, to dispose themselves for
Holy Communion,
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5. They shall assist at Holy Mass, at which they shall
receive Holy Communion, and make thanksgiving for half
an hour ; should anv one not receive Holy Communion,
he shall remain, during this time, in sentiments of adoration
hefore the Most Blessed Sacrament.

6. At a quarter past seven o’clock they shall take break-
fast, after which they shall say the Litany of the Holy Infant
JEsus.

7. After the Litany they shall study Catechism for half
an hour; they shall then exercise themselves in writing,
arithmetic and ‘orthography, until half-past ten o’clock.

8. At half-past ten o’clock they shall say the Rosary and
make spiritual reading until half-past eleven ; they shall then "
make the examen, after which they shall take dinner.

9. They may go to the sermon, in the morning, on holidays
during Lent and Advent, provided they can hear it in a very
near church.

10*. After dinner they shall take recreation until one
o’clock ; they shall then say the Litany of St. Joseph, and
immediately after they shall take a walk, if the weather
permit ; if not, they shall converse together and take recrea-
" tion in the house.

11. They may read, -during part of recreation time of
holidays, in books indicated by the Brother Superior, such
as The Floweér of Examples, Father Binet, Travels in the Holy
Land, The Martyrs of Japan, and others which may recreate
the Brothers in an edifying manner.

12. On all holidays recreation shall finish at half-past five
oclock, in order to make spiritual reading, Mental Prayer
and the other exercises, as on school days.
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CHAPTER XXXII

WHAT IS TO BE DONE ON THE FIRST SCHOOL
DAY AFTER VACATION, ALL SAINTS’ DAY; ALL SOULS’ DAY,
CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY '

1. On the first school day after vacation the Brothers
shall receive Holy Communion at the Community Mass, in
order to beg of God the light and grace they need to instruct
their pupils well, and to hring them up and conduct them
in the spirit of Christianity.

2. On All Saints’ Day the Brothers shall make spiritual
reading at a quarter past four o’clock; at five, they shall
make Mental Prayer until half-past: five,- and then have
conference until six.

8. Those who have not assisted at Vespers for the Dead,
shall fulfil this duty in the house.

4. At six o’clock they shall take supper, and then take
recreation until half-past seven.

5. At half-past seven o’clock they shall recite Matins of
the Office of the Dead, as far as Lauds.

6. On All Souls’ Day, after Mental Prayer, the Brothers
shall recite Lauds of the Office of the Dead, with the collect
Fidelium.

7. They shall receive ‘Holy' Communion on that day for
the souls in Purgatory.
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8. After breakfast they shall say the Litany of the Holy
Infant JEsus, and spend the rest of the day as they spend
Thursday, when there is holiday all day.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

9. On Christmas Eve they shall make spiritual reading
at half-past four o’clock.

10. At five o’clock they shall make Mental Prayer, and
at half-past five, the‘accusat;i'on; they shall then take colla-
tion, after . which they  shall take recreation’; should .the
Brothers need to vwarm themselves, they shall do so.in silence.

11. At half-past six o’clock they shall say evenihg.prayer,
after which they shall go to bed; and the bell for retiring
shall be tolled at-seven.

12. At ten o’clock ' they shall rise. At half-past ten they
shall go to the Oratory, where the subject of Mental Prayer
shall be read, immediately after which they shall go to church,
so as to be at the beginning of Matins ; they shall there make
Mental Prayer until High Mass, at which the Brothers shall
" assist and receive Holy Communion.

18. While Lauds are sung the Brothers shall make their
thanksgiving, and then return to the house, where they shall
say the Litany of the Holy Infant JEsus; they may then,
in silence, warm themselves for a quérter of-an hour, when
it is cold.

14. On Christmas Day the Brothers shall .rise at six
o’clock ; at half-past six, they shall say vocal prayer and then
make Mental Prayer until seven.

15. At seven o’clock they shall assist at" the Mass ‘of
-daybreak, which is the second High Mass. If a second High
Mass is not sung, they shall assist at a Low Mass at the most
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convenient hour, after which they shall return: to the house '
and say the Litany of the Holy Infant JEsus.

_ 16. They shall go to the third High Mass, when the bell
rings for it, ‘and spend the Test of the forenoon as they do
‘other Feasts.

17. As they do not teach catec'hisrln, they sh@ﬂ take
recreation until two.o’clock, unless they go to the sermon ;
after recreation they shallsay the Litany of St. Joseph and then
the Rosary. - ' '

18. The exercises that follow shall be performed as on other
feast days.

19. At half-past seven o'clock the Brothers shall say eve-
ning prayer. At eight o'clock the bell shall be rungfor retiring.

CHAPTER XXXIII

'WHAT IS TO BE DONE THE EMBER DAYS, VIGILS,
DURING LENT, ON ST. MATTHIAS’S DAY,
THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST BLESSED
VIRGIN AND OF THE GREAT ST. JOSEPH

1. There are four times in the year when three fasting
days, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, occur in the sameweek.

2. The first time that these fasts occur every year, they
coincide with the first week of Lent, and thus there is nothing
special regarding the Brbtheps" observances apart from those
of Lent. The second time, they fall on the ‘Wednesday._,.
Friday and Saturdsy within the octave of Pentecost. The

COMMOR RUILRS. 12
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third time, they fall on the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
following the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which
is celebrated on the 14th September. The fourth time, they
occur in the third week of Advent.

8. The Brothers who are employed in the schools shall
not say the Litany of the Saints in their houses, except on
the Ember Days of the month. of September, which occur
during vacation, because each Brother has it said in school
in the morning, immediately after the opening prayers, as
indicated in the book of Prayers used in the Christian Schools.

4. On fasting days and in-Lent, even on Feasts, the examen
" shall be made at half-past eleven o’clock, and recreation shall
end at one; but on Sundays in Lent, the bell shall be rung
for the examen at eleven o’clock, as at other times of the year,
because Catechism is taught after dinner; the remaining
exercises shall be performed at the same hours as on other
days.

The Feast of St. Makhias and of th¢ Annunciation
of the Most Blessed Virgin.

5. When the feast of St. Matthias and of the Annunciation
of the Most Blessed Virgin occur during Lent, the Brothers
who teach school”shall remain for Vespers with their pupils
after High Mass, and fecreation shall finish at one o’clock."

6. At half-past one o’clock they shall begin Catgchism‘,
and finish it at three; then prayer shall be said as usual,
after which the Brothers shall take the pupils to Compline,

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



Page 79

COMMON RULES .29

if it is not said later than about: half-past tliree-; showld it be-
‘said later, they shall- make them say three decades ‘of the
Rosary.

7. In places where the Brothers take the pupils to Vespers.
in chapels of Religious who do not say ‘Compline: until or
towards evening, those Brothers who did'not assist at Compline:
with their pupils, shall gecite Compline: of the Most Blessed
Virgin in the house.

8. They shall spend the rest of these two days as:they do
other Feast days.

The Feast of the great St. Joseph.

9. On the feast' of St. Joseph, Patron and Protectear of
the Institute, after the morning Mental Prayer: there shall
be public reading in the New Testament, and then repetition
and explanation until balfpast seven o'clock; then, the
Brethers shall read a chapter in the fourth book of the Pmitation:
of Christ to dispose themselves for Holy Communion; afte
which they shall say the Litany of the Holy Infant Jesus.

10. They shall assist at Holy Mass at the most convenient.
hour, and they shall have a Mass said: for the Commmnky,
at which the Brothers shall receive, Holy Communion ; on théip
return to the house they shall study and recite Catechism.

11. At ten o'clock _they shall make spiritual reading, and:
at half-past ten, Mental Prayer.

12. When this Feast occurs in Lent, they shall recite
Vespers of the Most Blessed Virgin at eleven o’clock; shonld
it occur after Easter, they shall make the examen, att eleven-
o’clock ; and after dinner they shall do as on Feasts: of oblis
gation spent in the house.
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13. After dinner, during Lent, they shall take recreation
until three o’clock.

14. At three o'clock they shall say the Litany of St. Joseph
and then the Rosary ; after which they shall read in the New
Testament, each by himself.

15. At four o’clock they shall recite Compline of the
Office of the Most Blessed Virgin.

16. After Compline they shall’ take recreation until a -
quarter to five, then make spiritual reading and spend the .
rest of the day as they do other feast days.

CHAPTER XXXIV

WHAT IS TO BE DONE ON THE LAST THREE DAYS
OF HOLY WEEK

1. In Holy Week, from Wednesday to Saturday inclu-
sively, the Brothers shall say the Office of the Church.

2. On Wednesday at four o’clock, they shall say. the
Office of Tenebre, which, on that day, usually lasts until
half-past six. Should it be finished earlier, they shall make
spiritual reading after the Office.

8. At half-past six o’clock they shall make Mental Prayer.

4. At seven o’clock they shall make the accusation, which
shall be followed by collation ; after which, recreation shall
be taken until half-past eight.

.5. On Wednesday at collation, and on Holy Thursday
.and Good Friday at both meals, grace before meals shall
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not. be said, but only : Cheristus factus est pro nobis.-obediens
usque ad martem, followed by the entire Pater noster in: & low -
voice; then the Brother Director shall give the signal to
sit down by striking his hands together. The JubeBomne shall
not be said, nor at.the end of the reading, the T'u autem.

6. For grace after meals the Christus shall likewise be
said;'foliowed. by the entire Fater noster in a low. voice ; then,. -
while going to-thie Oratory, the Brothers shall say alternately
the psaliy. Miserere, which being. ended. the Brother Dinector,
omitting Oremus; shall say the collect Respice, and then
begin the Aspirations to Jesus suffering : Jesus;, poor and
abject, ete.

Holy Thursday.

7. On Holy Thursday, at six o’clock in the morning;
immediately after Mental Prayer, they shall recite Prime,
Tierce, Sext and None, which shall finish at seven.

! N\

8. At seven o’clock there shall be public reading in the
New Testament, and then repetition and explanation.

9. At eight o’clock the Brothers shall assist at Holy Mass,
at which they shall receive Holy Communion and then make
thanksgiving for half an hour.

10. On their return from Holy Mauss, they shall. make '
spiritual reading.

11.. At half-past ten o’clock they shall make Mental Prayer:
until eleven.

12. At eleven o’clock they shall say Vespers.

18. At half-past eleven they shall make the examen and
then take dinner.
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14, On these two days the us(uél books shall not be read
at table, but only the Passion of our Lord JESUS CHRIST
according to the four Evangelists ; which being finished, there
shall be reading in the History of the Holy Bible, beginning
at the Last Supper.

15. On Thursday at dinner, they shall read the Passion
_of our Lord JESUS CHRIST according to St. Matthew, which
is related in the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh chapters ;
they shall begin by saying : The Passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to St. Maithew. They shall do in like manner
at the other meals, without naming the chapters.

16. On Thursday at collation, and on Friday at both
meals, to the versicle Christus factus est, etc., they shall add :
Mortem autem Crucis.

17. On Holy Thursday, at collation, they shall read the
Passion according to St. Mark ; then. as at dinner, they shall
read only the History of the Holy Bible, beginning where they
left off.

18. On Friday during dinner, thev shall read the Passion
accordingto St. Luke; and at collation, that accordingtoSt. John;
and they shall continue the reading of the History of the Holy
Bible to the burial of our Lord inclusively.

19. On these two days they shall not say the Litany of the
Holy Infant Jesus or that of St. Joseph. There shall
be no recreation at noon or in the evening, and very striet
silence shall be kept duwring the whole day.

20. On- Holy Thursday, immediately after dinner, they
shall read publicly the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth,
sixteenth and seventeenth chapters of the Gospel of St. John ;
then the Brother Director shall give a conference on the union
that should exist and be maintained among the Brothers;
this exercise should continue until two o’clock.
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21. At. two o’clock, the Brothers shall, individually, beg
pardon of one another (the Brother Director beginning), for
the trouble' they caused, and the bad example they gave one
another, in these terms : My very dear Brother, I most humbly
beg your pardon for the trouble I have caused yow, and for
the bad example I have given you, since I have had the happiness
of being with you in Communily. I beseech you-to pray that
God may grant me the grace of forgiveness, and I beg of you also
2o forgive me.

22. When' they -beg pardon of the Brother Director; in-
stead of saying : for the bad example, they shall say : for all
the disobedience of which I have been guilty in your regard.

28. After this exercise they shall say Compline, and should
anytimeremainbefore three_d’clock, they shallread individually
in the New Testament or in the Imitation. At three o’clock’
they shall make Mental Prayer,

'24. At half-past three o’clock they shall say Tenebre,
after which they shall make spiritual reading.

'25. At six o’clock, they shall make Mental Prayer.

26. At half-past six o’clock’ they shall make the accu-
sation and then take collation. After the Aspirations to-
Jesus suffering they shall say the Rosary; at the end of each
decade, instead of the Gloria Patri, those on one side shall
say : Christus factus est pro nobis obediens usque ad mortem,
and those on the other side : Mortem autem Crucis. '

27. After the Rosary, shou!d the house be near a church,
.they shall go there to adore the Most Blessed Sacrament of
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"the Altar ul\lti] towards half-past eight o’clock ; otherwise,
they shall fulfil this duty in the house.

28. At half-past eight o’clock they shall say evening
prayer as usual.

Good Friday.

29. On Good Friday, after morning Mental Prayer, they
shall recite Prime, Tierce, Sext and None ; then, should the
house be near a church, they shall go and adore the Most
Blessed Sacrament ; otherwise, they shall fulfil this duty'in
the house.

80. At eight o’clock, if there is a sermon, in the church in
which they‘usually hear Holy Mass, they shall go and hear it ;
they shall go sooner, shoﬁld it begin earlier ; otherwise, they
shall -read in public the Passion of our Lord Jesus Ckrist
according to St. John; this being finished, the Brother Di- -
rector shall give a conference on the subject of the Passion of
our Lord ; then, if any time remains before the Office, they shall
make Qpiritual reading.

81. At nine o’clock they shall go to church to assist at
.the Office. On their return, they shall say the hymn Vezilla
Regisprodeunt, and repegt three times O Crug ave spes unica ;
then all the Brothers, in recollection and in a spirit
of adoration, shall go one after another to adore the holy -
Cross of our Lord, placed on a cloth on the altarstep in the
Oratory.

82. Should they have adored the Cross in church, they
shall not performl this exercise in the house..

83. After the -adoration they shall say Vespers.
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84. Vespers being finished, they shall make the examen,
after which they shall take dinner.

85. On Good Friday a portion of peas only shall -be
given'; and, in the evening no dessert shall be served at
collation.

86. After dinner they shall go to the exercise room, where
the advertisement of the defects of the whole year shall take
place ; then they shall say the ‘Rosary. If any time remains
before half-past two o’cloek, they shall réad individually in the
New Testament. '

87. At half-past two o’clock they shall make Mental
Prayer until three.

38. At three o’clock they shall say Compline; which
being finished, they shall read a little in the Imitaiion.

39. At half-past three o’clock they shall say the Office
of Tenebre, which being finished, if any time remains before
six, they shall make spiritual reading.

40. At six o’clock they shall make Mental Prayer.

41. At half-past six o’clock they shall make the accu-
sation and take collation, after which they shall go to the
cxercise room where the explanation of the Passion of our
Lord JESUS CHRIST according to St. John, shall be read,
with repetition and conference until eight.

42. At eight o’clock they shall go te the Oratory, where
" they shall say the Seven Penitential Psalms; which being
finished, they shall say, kneeling, the Litany of the Saints,
with the versicles and prayers following. Should any time
be left before half-past eight, they shall remain in recollection
in the Oratory.

.43. At half-past eight o’clock they shall say evening
prayer as usual.

COMMON RULES: 13
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‘Holy Saturday.

44. On Holy  Saturday, " after niorning ' Mental Prayer, -
they shall reciteé Prime, Tierce, Sext and None.

45. At seven e*clock’ there shall be public reading in the
New Testament, with repetition and explanation.

46. At cight o’clock they shall make spiritual reading until
- a quarter to nine.

47. At a quarter to nine o’clock, they shall say the Rosary.
and - then hear Holy Mass, at which they shall receive
Holy Communion and make thanksgiving for half an.hour ;
after which, should any time.remain,. they shall vead in the
Imitation of Christ.

_48. At half-past eleven o’clock they shall makc the examen
and then take dinner.

49. At one o’clock they shall say the Litany of- St J oseph,'
after which ‘they shall take recreation in the house and spend-.

thie rest of the day as they do holidays.

50.' During these three daysA what cannot be ‘done before,
shall be done after Holy Mass. .
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CHAPTER XXXV

WHAT IS TO BE DONE ON THE FEASTS OF EASTER,
PENTECOST, THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, CORPUS CHRISTI,
AND ON FEASTS OF DEVOTION

1. On Easter Sunday the exercises shall be performed
as on Sundays and other Feasts.

2. They shall finish récreation at tyo o’clock, and then
say the Litany of St. Joseph and the Rosary.

3. On Pentecost Eve they shall teach school in the after-
noon. and Catechism from half-past three until half-past four
o’clock, as on the eves of holidays.

4. On Pentecost Sunday the exercises shall be the same -
as on Easter Sunday.

The Eve and the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity.

5. On the cve of the feast of the Most Holy Trinity they
shall teach only Catechism in the afternoon, from half-past
one to three o’clock.

6. They shall ‘make bpiritual readiig from a quarter to
“five until half-past five, and then - Méntal Prayer until six
o’clock.’” Then the' Brother Dnrector shall give a canference ;
’\1f nol;-, there shall be reading in Rodriguez, on the Vous.

. / . ,
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7. On the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, at the most
convenient hour in the morning, Mass shall be said for the
Community, at which the Brothers shall receive Holy Com-
munion.

8. After thanksgiving the Brothers, having returned to
the house, shall renew their VOWb ; ‘with this exception, the
e\erclses ‘shall be the same as on St. .Ioseph’s day.

The Feast of Corpus Christi:

8. On the feast of Corpus Christi and during the Octave,
the Brothers shall, every day, go to church at the most con-
venient time, to adore the Most Blessed Sacrament all together
for a full quarter of an hour.

10. During the Octavc the Brothers shall assist at
Benediction of the Most ‘Blessed Sacrament, and, for this
purpose, omit the evening Mental Praycr; they shall he
careful to*be in church among the first, and not to leave until
. after the throng, so that théy may be there at least hé.lf an hour.

Feasts of Devotion.

11¥. On the feasts of the Mysteries of our Lord JEesus
CarisT, of the Most Blessed Virgin and others, not of obli-
gatio'n, such as the feasts of the Transfiguration, the Exal-
tation of the Hoiy Cross, the Presentation and the Visitation
of the Most Blessed Virgin, holiday shall be given all day
" instead of Thursday. The Brothers shall receive Holy Com-
munion, and do, in the morning, as on feast days; however,
they shall say the Rosary in the morning ; and, in the afternoon,
they shall do as on ordinary holidays, except the feast of the
great St. Joseph, which they shall keep as a feast-all day.
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12. They shall postpone the feast of St. Cassian to the
following Thursday, andgive holiday all day; and on-this
day they shall do, in the morning, as on feasts of devotion.

13. The Brothers may go to hear the sermon on feasts
of devotion, and on feasts of obligation when they do not
teach Catechism, such as Easter, Pentecost, and Christmas,
provided that they,can do so in one of the nearest churches.

CHAPTER XXXVI

DAILY REGULATION FOR THE TIME OF VACATION
For the Days on which there is Holiday.

1. During. vacation there shall be holiday three times a
week : Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday ; if a feast falls on
one of these three days, there shall be.holiday on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday ; and the regulation for each of these
days shall be the same as for the ordinary holidays.

For the Days on which there is no Holiday.

2*, At six o’clock the Brothers shall assist at Holy Mass,
and then each shall read by himself in the New Testament.

8. At a quarter past seven o’clock they shall take breakfast,

after which they shall recite the Litany of the Holy Infant
JEsus ; then they shall take recreation until a quarter past eight.
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4. At a quarter past eight o’clock they shall study Cate-
chism until a quatter to nine and then recite it until nine.

5. At nine o’clock they shall write. They may take part
of the writing jtinie, both mqriling and aftemo_ori, to. exercise
themselves in arithmétié, -orthography, and' the reading of
letters written by hand.

6. At half—pa.st ten o’clock  they shall make spiritual reading
until a- quarter past eleven.

'7.. At a quarter past eleven o’clock they shall make Mental
,'Prayer ' 4 ’ A .

" 8..At half-past- eleven o’clock they shall make the par-
ticular ékame,n and then. take dinner.
9. After dinner they shall take recreation. until one o’clock.

10. At one o clock they shall say the thany of St. Joseph
and thenthe Rosary.

- 11. After the Rosary they' shall work, if there is any-
- thing to be done.

120 ‘At"t’h‘re'e o’(':léck théy shall take recreation until half-
past three,

13. At half-past.three o’clock they shall study Catechism
until four ; at four o’clock they shall recite it until a quarter
pabt‘four :

'14. At a quarter past four o’clock they shall write.
15. At half-past five o’clock they shall-rmak'e spiritual reading.
16. At six o’clock they shall make Mental Prayer.

+ 17. The evening recreation shall finish at eight o’clock
every day during vacation.

18. At eight o’clock they shall say-evening prayer,- and
go to bed at half-past eight.
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CHAPTER XXXVI1

RULE FOR THE TIME OF THE RETREAT
THAT IS TO BE MADE IN COMMON DURING: VACATION*

1. At six o’cloek - the Brothers shall assxst at Holy Mass,
after which there shall be conference, or pubhc reading in some
good book in form of conference.

2. At a quarter past seven they shall take breakfast, and
" during this time read the Collection ; they shall then say the
Litany of the Holy Infant Jesus.

8. At eight o’clock there shall be public reading of the
Gospel, a chapter daily ; those which shall be read are chap-
ters v, vi and vir of St. Matthew, and chapters xni, xiv,
xXv, xXvI and xvir of St. John.

4. At half-past eight o’clock they shall say the Rosary,
and then make spiritual reading.

5. Ataquarterpastteno’clock they shallmakeMental Prayer.
6. At eleven o’clock they shall make the particular examen.
7. After dinner they shall take recreation ujx}til one o’clock.

"~ 8. At one o’clock, they shall say the Litany of St. Joseph
after - which . there shall be public readmg in Rodriguez :
on the Observance of Rules, on Obedience, and on Fraternal
Correction ; and conference on these subjects. -

9. At two 'clock they shall make Mental Prayer until
half-past two, and then read the Common Rule publicly until
three. '
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10. At three o’clock they shall say Vespers and Com-
pline of the Most Blessed Virgin; then each shall examine-
himself on his school dqties‘ and - his ‘interior; this shall
‘be done -&s in the morning, in a room or in the garden,
in silence and recollection.

11 At four oclock they shall make spiritual reading
until five.

12. At five o’clock they may write their resolutions for a
quarter of an hour.

'18. Ata _q‘uarter‘ past five o’clock they shall make Mental
Prayer.

14. At six o’clock there-shall be conference. The remain-
ing exercises shall be the same as on other days.

15. In the afternoon, Mental Prayer shall be on school
duties.
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FOR

THE MAKING OF VOWS

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON,
AND OF THE HoLy GHOST. AMEN.

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, pros-
trate’ with the most profound respect before Thy infinite
. and adorable Majesty, I consecrate myself entirely to Thee,
to procure Thy glory as far as I am able and as Thou wilt
- require of me. And, for this purpose, I, N., promise to
" ‘unite myself and to live in society with the .Brothers of the
Christian Schools, who are associated to keep together, and
by association, gra.tmtous schools, wherever I-may be sent. .
or to do anything in the said Society, at which I shall be
~ employed, whether by the Body of this Society, or by the
“Superiors who have and those who will have the government
thereof. Wherefore, I promise and Vow poverty, chastity,
obedience, stablhty in the said Society, and to teach gratul- '
tously, conformably to the Bull of Approbation of our' Insti-
tute, granted by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XIII;.
which Vows of stability, and of obedience to the Body of’_the
Society. as well as to the Superiors of the Institute, as also
‘of poverty, chastity and tea.chirig gratuitously, I promise
to keep inviolably all my: lifetine -

In testimony whereof T have slgned

Done at.......... , this.......... day of.......:..
in the year of our Lord 19...
Brother N......calledintheworldN..... N.....

When a Brother makes vows for one year or three years, instead of writing
the words : nll my lifetime, he shall torite : for the space of one yeur or of
three yenrs, A novice making vows at any othér time than that of the annual
- retreat, shall write ; until the next annual retreat.

COMMON RULES 14
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THE RENEWAL OF VOWS

IN THE NaME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON,
‘AND OF THE HoLY GHOST. AMEN.

Most Holy Trinity, - Father,: Son_ and' Holy. Ghost, pros-
trate with the .most profound respect before Thy infinite’
and adorable Majesty, I conseérate myself entirely to Thee,
to. procure Thy, glory as fa.r as I am able and as Thou wilt
‘reqmre of-me.: “Ang, for this purpose, I, N., renew the promise
" that I ‘have: made, of uniting myself and of living in: society
with the Brothers of the Christian Schools, .who are associated
to keep together, and by association, gratuitous schools, - -
wherever T may be sent, or to do anything in'the said Society
at which I shall bp employed, -whether by the Body of this -
) Soclety or by the Superiors who have and those who- will have
the government thereof Wherefore, I renew the Vows that
T have made, of poverty, chastlty, obedience, stability in-the
said - Society, and “of - teaching gratuitously, eonformably to
the Bull of Approbation of our Institute, granted by our Holy
:Father, Pope Benodlct XIIT.; which Vows of stablhty, and of
obediénce to the Body of the Society as well as to the Superiors
of the Instltute, as also of poverty, chastlty and teaching
gratuitously, I promise 10 keep inviolably all my lifetime.

-When a Brother with temporary vrws makes. a: renewal of ‘piely, he shall end "
: the fm-mula with the words : 1] promxse to keep mviolably
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RELATIVE

" TO SOME ARTICLES OF THE COMMON RULES

The arl.lcles to nhich these decnsions refer, are indlcated in the Rule
by ‘an astérisk.

CHAPTER 1

ArTicLE 8. — The Brbﬁh.ers'. shall not sing at the lectern,
nor he soloists, nor.act as orgarists in church ; but they. may
sing there with their pupils. (General Chapter of 1901.)

- O . . .

i

" CHAPTER II

ARTICLE 3. — Care should be taken to exclude from our
. Communities copies of the Holy Scrlptures in the vernacular,
‘unless annotated and approved by legitimate authority, this
being the twofold condition without which Holy  Church
forbids the reading and keeping of such-versions. (Chap.of 1901.)

CHAPTER IIIL -

ARTICLE 8. — By a common dormitory may be understood
a number of cells op: ning. into a common corridor or vestibule,
These cells should coatain only one bed, have doors with open:.
ing fan lights; and. not be locked. (Chaps. of 1858 and.1901.)
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" ARTICLE 5. —In large Communities the Brothér Du'ector'
may form several groups for the recreations. . He shalt preside
.over one, and assign a presidént to each of the others. Each
group shall be composed of at least six Brothers,

" Should circumstances require it, these Communities m'ay,
in like manner, proceed to the objective point of their walks
. in distinet groups. (Chaps. of 1858 and 1901) =

CHAPTER IV

~ ArTICcLE 9. — In view of availing themselves of numerous
. and rich indulgences, without, however, having any practice
opposed to the Rule, the Brothers have been ‘authorized to
belong to’ the Confraternities or Archconfratermtles of Mount)
Carmel, of the Rosary, of the Imma.culate Conceptlon, of Our
Lady of Victories, and of St. Joseph and of the Assoclatlon
- of the Apostleship. of Prayer. (Chaps. of 1858, 1875, 1884
and1894. —Rescriptsof June 10th, 1858, and of July 16th,1864.)

CHAPTER V

" ArTICLES 1 and 8.. — In the matter of fasting and absti-
‘nen(:e, the Brothers may avail themselves of the Indults
‘gra.nted to dioceses in Whlch they happen to be, as far as
_shall be determined by the Council of the Regime. On fastmg-
‘days on which the use of meat is ‘allowed at dinner, abstinence

food. alone shall be served at supper, even to those who are L,
djispensed from fasting. Abstinence shall likewise be observed.
at supper on Saturdays. (Chaps. of 1861, 1901 ‘and 1928.)

" ArTiCLE 5. — The Brothers shall fast, instead of Friday, on’
the eve of the feast of the Holy Rosary, of the Patrohage of
the Most Blessed Virgin, and of St. Joseph, and on the eve of
the feast of St. John ‘Baptist de La Salle, Father and Founder

of their Institute.. (Chap. of 190L.)

ARTICLE 6. —The accusation may be made at the begmmng‘
of spiritual reading, according to the custom genera.lly esta- -
blished. (Chap. of 1830.)
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In order to maintain uniformity in the penances to be im-
posed, such penances shall be in conformlty with the indications
of the Collectlon of Penances found in the Rule of Government
chapter xx111, article 89. (Chap. of 1901.)

" ARTICLE 7. — If, in some ‘Communities, in consequencé of
the large number of Brothers, a quarter of an hour is not
" sufficient for the advertisement of defects, a longer time shall
be taken from the evening recréation. (Chap. of 1853.)

CHAPTER VII

ARTICLE 4. —The courses of studies and the methods to be -
followed in teaching the various subjécts, shall be determined
in accordance with the:customs and wants of the countries in.
which our schools are established. (Chap of 1901 )

ARTICLE 7. — When the Brothers cannot have the pupils
_hear Holy Mass on school days, they should make them say
three decades of the Rosary after the morning prayer. (Chap.
of 1861.) '

ARTICLE 5. — Although corporal punishment was almost .
everywhere in use in schools until the mnetccnth century, and
is still in use, at the present day, in certain countries, it has
been,,aud it remains absolutely forbidden the ‘Brothers, by
-several General Chapters held since 1777, (Chap. of_1901.)

CHAPTER IX

ARTICLE 2. — The Litanies of the Holy Infant Jesus and ot»
St. Joseph have heen replaced, the former by the O/lmngs in
honour of the Holy Infant Jesus, and the la.ttcr by the Respon-
Sory Quicumgue in honour of St. Joseph. ((hap of 1858.)
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- ARTICLE 18. —The partitions that separatetheclassesshould

- be glazed as wellas the doors of conimunication ; these doors
-‘may then remain “closed -during’ school time: The glazed part
. of the partxtlons -and doors should remam free on both s1des
*-“from eurtaing, maps, furniture, ete. (Chap: of 1901.). - "

ARTICLE 2. —In orderthat the pupils may not fail to assist

_at'Holy Mass on the feasts of Easter, Pentecost, the Most Holy
Trinity, and. Christmas, the Brothers may take them thereto
- 8y on ordinary Sundays (Chap.- of 1880.).

ARTICLE 5. — On All ‘Soul’s Day and on the feast of the

i :Cll'C\lIHCISIOIl, the pupils shall be taken to Holy Mass. (Chap

" of 1884.)

ARTICLE 6..—1In pla'ces where the dlsorders of the Carnival ',

are. contmued untll Ash Wednesda,y mclusxvely, school shall be"
‘taught on that day, and hohda.y given-on Thursday (Chap.

of 1880.)
- CHAPTER XVI.

ARTICLE 4. - There.shall not,be any special custom in
the houses of the Institute, unless authonzed by Coutumiers

. approved by the Superior Genera] (Chap. of 1787.)

CHAPTER xx'x

ARTICLE 5. — When anythmg is. glven to the Commumty
for the personal «use of a Brother, the Director shall not allow

_- “him to_wuse it;- this' permission is reserved to the Brother
: YlSltor, who shall grant it only for grave motives and: with the
.opinion of the Brother Diréctor and the reasons therefor (Chap.-

of 1901. )
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ARTICLE 6. — When changed from one house to another,
the Brothers may take with them:the articles- that have served
‘for their personal use, and which, bemg requlred for health and

. cleanliness, cannot wit. hout consnderable inconvenience be put
in common use. They may also take with them the stockings
they have for their use. (Chap.: of 1901.)

ArTicLE 7.. — The Brother Director shall place at the
disposal of the Commumty the books of the Institute, viz., the
. Common Rules, the Rule of Government, the. Collection, etec. ;
".catechxsms selected ‘with care, .and the school books pubhshcd
. by the- Instltute (Chap. of 1901.)

CHAPTER XXIV

) ARTICLE 2. — The Brother- bupernor may, with regard to"
sxck Brothers, give the- emeptmnal permissions ‘called for by
“the nature of certain discases or- thc requirements of the ecivil

‘administration. (Chap. of* 1901.).

ARTICLE 18. — When any ronuﬂ'\r is asked of him for
-outsiders, the Brother Director must. not only refrain from
leaving the house .or seeing thc snck person, but he must . also
absolutely refram from giving any remedy whatever in’
writing. (Chap of—1901)

‘CHAPTER XXVII
' ArTICLE Y. — The ordinary létters for the account of
conduct to the Brother Superior are reduced to two a year.
A (Chap of 1875.)
" The quarterly statement of- accounts shall be sent to ‘the

* - Brother Superior in the beginning of the months of January,
*“April, July and- October. (Chap. of 186L.) '
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CHAPTER XXIX -

The Coutumiers of the houses may, when  necessary,
modify the time regulations of cha.pter xxIx ‘and following -

" chapters. These Coutumiers may, at first, 'be provisionally - -

approved by the Brother: Visitor by way of trial.-. But, after .

sufficient experience, and on the opinion of the Brother Visitor :

" with the reasons therefor, they. must be submitted for fhe_

. sanction of the Brother Supenor They are to be read annua]}y'

in public, after the Rules. - At the begmnmg of a month or
week, that part shall be read, which relates to the days referred
to in such month or week. (Chap. of 1901 ) .

ARTICLE 2. — After evening prayer the lights that have
become unnecessary, shall be put-out ; but sufﬁclent light shall

~be kept all night in every dormitory. "(Chap. of 1901.)-

.ARTICLES 9 and 27. — In the morning, from the end of the
exercises until breakfast, and in the afternoon, on their return

~ from school, the Bfothers"may occupy thejnselves in preparing

. for class or with their studies, as regulatéed by the Brother.

Director. (Chaps. of ',18'61' and :1801.)

ArTICLE 17. — Every Brother should, according to the
Rule, usefully employ all the time at his. disposal after the
morning class, in.a serious preparatlon of the Catechism he
has to teach in the afternoon. (Chap, of 1901.)

ArTIcLES 19 and 38. — Beginning on the day of the re-

“opening of the s¢hools and also on Easter Monday, theMamge-

ment ‘of the Christian Schools and the explanation - of the
Twelve Virtues of a Good Master, shall be read, entirely, in the

_refectory, for the third book. (Chap. of 1861.)

At the beginning of January, instead .of the third book;
the Rule of the Brother Dzrector, chapters xxm1, xx1v and XXV
of the Rule of Government shall be read, -as also the Manner
of rendermg the, Visits profitable, chapter xx ; both the fore:
going shall also be read durmg the time of the Visit. (Chaps.

“of 1725 4nd 1901.)
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ARTICLE 30. — On Friday the evening Mental Prayer may
. be replaced by the. Way of the Cross, provided it take place
~ .yithout sinéing, and occupy only the time set apart for Mental
.Prayer. (Chap. of 1858.)

ARTICLE 85. — The study of Catechism may take place
-every day after the evening Mental Prayer.' (Chaps. of 1861
and 1901.)

CHAPTER XXX

ArTIiCLES 10 and 11. — When Catechism cannot be taught.
_for an hour and a half in the afternoon of Sundays and Feasts,
part shall be taught in the morning, and the rest in the after-
noon. It is better that, on these days, the pupils assemble in
school than in church. (Chap. of 1822.)

CHAPTER XXXI

ARTICLE 10. — On holidays, from June 1 to October 1, the
Community exercises may be performed before the Brothers
go out walking. They are to be back towards a quarter to
seven. (Chap. of 1858.) '

CHAPTER XXXV

ArTICLE 11. — In places where it will not be possible to.
comply with the Rule on the feasts of the Transfiguration of
our Lord, the Finding of the Holy Cross, and the Presentation
‘and the Visitation of the Most Blessed Virgin, the Brothers may
“teach school ; and if they cannot receive Holy Communion- on
‘these days, they shall make up for it on the holiday of the week
in which one of these Feasts occurs. (Chap. of 1887.)

" 'COMMON RULBS 15
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CHAPTER XMKVI -
_ ArTICLE 2. — During vacation, on the days that are not
holidays, the Brothers may-be allowed to study Sacred History

or the Histary of the Church, from a quarter to seven o'clock "
until breskfast. (Chap. of 186L.)

CHAPTER XXXVII’

When the Retreat is made with the help of a Priest, the
time regulation in this chapter is to. be modified in accordance
with a regulation approved by the Brother Superior. (Chap. of
© 1901.) ‘ '

THE END
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. Nous soussigné, Supérieur Général de I'Institut des Fréres des Ecoles
Chrétiennes, ayant fait examiner par un de nos Fréres' Assistants, aidé
d'une Commission constituée & cet effet, la traduction anglaise du
livre de nos RiGLES, et cette traduction, aprés mir examen, ayant €té
reconnue fidéle, nous en autorisons, en ce qui nous concerne, 'impression -
pour nos Fréres, conformément & I'arrété 1er du Chapitre Général de 1903

Fait & Paris, le 26 janvier 1024, anniverssire de 'approbation
de notre Institut par N. S.-P. le Pape Benoit XIII,

F. ALLAIS-CHARLES,
Supérieur. Général.

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



CONTENTS

BuLL oF APPROBATION of the Institute of the Brothers of the Chnstlan’

SchoolS. . vevveennanas eesesnaes Ceseesstesssaaes Cereeseansses . v
Alterations in the Bull of His Holiness Pope Benedict XIII.......... "Xvix -
Gigerer 1. — Of the £nd and of the Necessity of this Institute. .. .. |

CuapTER II. — Of the Spirit of this Institute.;..coieeeeneeeny.n. 2

CraPTER III. — Of the Spirit of Community of this Institute and of
the Exercises that are therein to be. performed in common.:...

Caarrer IV. — Of the Exercises of Piety practised in this Institute.
CrAPTER V. — Of ‘the Exercises of Humiliation and Mortification’

that are to be practised in this Institute...............coeeen. 8
CiarrerR VI. — Of the manner in which the Brothers are to behave

during Recreation.........ccco00eee [ S 11
CHAPTER 'VII. — Of the manner in which. the Brothers are. to, behave

in School towards their Pupils................. P . 14
CaAPTER VIII. — Of the manner in which the Brothers are .to behave

when obliged to punish their Pupils......... teseececctctcanannns 1T

. CBAPTER IX. — Of the manner in: which the Brothers are to behave
in School with reference to themselves, their Brothers and
outsiders ..... tetecsesscscscsstsncnns eescesecscscsstscanane . 18

CrAPTER X. — Of the days and times when the Brothers are to teach
School, and the days on which they are to give Holiday to their

Pupils ........ R R R 22
CHAPTER XI — Of the Inspector of the Schopls...... ceeseceenses 24
CHAPTER XII — Of the manner in which the Brothers are to behave

towards the Brother Director........cceeveiivnnns. arsiececeaes 25

 CHAPTER XIII. — Of the manner in which the Brothers are to behavg

towards one another, and of the Union that is to exist among them... 28

' @BAPTER XIV. — Of the manner in which the Brothers are to behave

- towards Secular PerSONS........c.ceeeeaeeneesaneraanns eeeseees 81
CrAPTER XV. — Of the manner in which the serving Brothem are.

tobehave.......ooiiiiiaina.. teseceens rovane tessencnsatiann, .. 88

CHAPTER XVI. — Of Regulurlt\.................................H 85

CHAPTER XVII. — Of the VOWS.....ooiuiemmenerineanseencscnnns 89

CHAPTER \VIII — Of the Obligations of the Vows....... cereraearens 43
CraPTER XIX. — OFf POVEItY.e.nerenelsinenenenssonenenrneaines 45
CrarTER XX, — OfChastlty....» ...... A 47
CHAPTER XXI. — Of Obedience.....ivvuiunnenennsns S

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



106 CONTENTS

"CrAPTER XXII. — Of Silence.......... '.’.f."...' .......... eeeesene.
CrarTER XXIII. — Of Modesty.......oovuneennnee
CHAPTER XXIV. — Of the SieK. s evveuneiuienereneennceneen

CHAPTER XXV. — Of the Prayers that are to be said for the deceased;“ "

Brothers ...couoveruniiniieierenneloneennenes cotrescscessans
CHAPTER XXVI. — Of Travelling.....c.cooviiiiiieineennnneecnenne
CBAPTRR ){LXVII.-;Of'l.etters............ ...... P
CHAPTER }‘(XVIII. — Of the study and teaching of the vCIassics. ceeee

- CHAPTER XXIX. — Daily Exercises....cccceeeeeececccccceann oo
Cmn XXX, — Special Exercises for Sundays and Feasts......
CHAPTER xxxi. - Special Exercises for Holidays......cocveuerenee

CrapTER XXXII — What is to be done on fhe first School day after
Vacation, All Saints’ Day, All Souls’ Day, Christmas Eve, and
Christmas Day............. ceeeeeetscenansaanns

CrAPTER XXXIII. — What is to be done on the Ember Days, Vigils,
during Lent, St. Matthias’s Day, the Feast of the Annunciation
of the Most Blessed Virgin and of the great St. Joseph.......... .,

CaarTER XXXIV. — What is to be done on the Last Three Days of
Holy Week.......... Sevesceeesetsenensctcncsesecenesesenenes

CHAPTER XXXV. — .What is to be done on the Feasts of Easter,
Pentecost, the Most Holy Trlmty, Corpus Christi, and on Feasts of
Devotion ........coeeennnnn hessescssesessssescsascse eeesesses

CHAPTER XXXVI. — Daily Regulatlon for the time of Vacation : for
the days on which there is Holiday ; for the days on which there
i8 10 HOABY .« e evvvneeeenneeeennneeeeinreseannnnasssnnaacans

CrarrER XXXVIE. — Rule for the time of the Iietreat that is to be

made in common during Vaecation.........oeoeeeeeenen. cesees
Formula for the Making of VOWS. ...cvoeeeenenassss Ceeeeees ceeeens
Formula for the Renewal of VOWS ...cciueeeeeiiiiiinnnnannns weee

Capitulary Decisions relative to some articles of the Common Rules. ..

323-25.‘ s, lmpnmene des Orphelins-Apprentis d’Auteuil,
- 40, rve La Fontaine, Paris (16¢).

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org

¥ 88

*s-aassca

73





