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BULL 

OF 

OUR· .HOLY FATHER POPE,'.BENEDICT XIII 
: 

APPBO\.lNO 

THE �ULFS AND THE INSTITUTE 
OF THE 

• B�OTHERS OF .THE CijRISTIAN SCHOOLS

BENEDICTUS, EPISCOPUS SER� 
vus SERVO.RUM DEi. 

A.4 perpetuam, rei m..imwriam.

IN APOSTOLl('JE DIGNIT.-\.TIS 
souo, dh-·ina disponente clemen­
tia, . nullis Nostris licet suffra­
gantibus: meritis, · sed solum per 
ineffabilem divinre bonitatis gra­
tiam constituti� illiusque vices 
gere�tes in terris qui gloriosus 
regnat in crelis, e.."'C. ihcumbenti 
Nobis pastoralis officii debito, 
ad ea libenter inteqdimus per 

• qure pire Christifidelium .volun­
tates, prresertim -in Institutorum
fundationibus �""' quibns litte­
rarum studia, et pauperuttt ado­
Iescentium illis vaeare volen-

• 
I 

• I 

BENEDICT, BISHOP, SERVANT' 
OF THE SERVANTS OF Gou: 

For a p�rpetual niemorial o/ ·tl,e 
matt8r. 

HAVING BEEN RAISED TO THE 
DIG:SITY OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE 

. by a· disposition of t.he divin:e 
clemency, 'though "ithout an;: 
rt1erits of . Our own, but solely 
by an unspeakable favour of di· 
vane g�ness, and .. holding· on 
earth the· place of Him who 
gloriously reigneth, in heaven, 
in compliance with the duty in­
cumbent ·on Us from Our pas• 
tor.al _charge, We :willingly di­
rect Our attention ·to those 
�hings which .may bring about 
the· due· fulfilment of the pious 
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intentions of· the faithful, more 
especially in what regards the 
foundation of Institµt� which 
promote li�rary culture, favour 
the progress of the children of 

·the· poor who ·are desirous of
• 'studying� in order to cultivate
. with fruit the Lord's Yineyard,
and increfiSC learning and wis­
goni. • Wberer ore, to the salu­
tary Ordinances and Statutes of
such Institutes, to the end that
they m�_y res�. 9�1 a more solid

• basis and be observed through
all future tiin�, We gladly add,
especially when \Ye are request­
ecJ to_ do so, the strong support
of Our .-\.postolic!· confirmation,
and bestow Our efficacious aid

• and co-operation a:ccording as
We deem it useful in the Lord,

• after haying weighed, with ma;.
ture and diligent consi.deratio�,
the co_nditions and circumstances
of }lersons, places and times. 

I 

'Now, there has recently been
presented :to Us o:µ th� part of
Our well-beloved soris, the Su­
perior General and the Brothers
of the Christian Schools, (a_s
they ar� called), of the city of
Rheims,. a petition ,vhi_ch sets
f�rth that, some time .previous­
ly, namely, in the year ·of our
Lord one thousand six hundred

-�nd eighty, the late aev.ou� serv­
ant of God,-J OHX BAPTIST DE LA
SALLE, while Cam;>n of the Met­
ropolitan Church of Rheims,

tium profectus ad fructuosam 
agri Dominici culturam, ac doc-
. trinre et sapientire incrementa 
propagantur,. suum. debitµm 
consequi valeant adimplem_en­
tum ; et ~ propterea eorumdem 
:InstitutQrum salubribus Orcii­
nationibus et Statutis, ut fir­
miora .· subsistant et perpetuo 
futuris temporihus observentw:, 
potissimum cum a Nobjs peti­
tur., Apostolice conftrmationis 
·robur libenter adjicimus, opem- •
que et operas Xqst� impendi­
mus efftcaces, prout penona­
rurn� loco�nm • et �mpo?'m 
qualitatibus et circuinstantiis, 
matura et diligenti • -nonsidera• 
·tione pensatis, in .Domino con­
spicimus salubriter expedire.

SANE pro parte dilectorum 
• filiorum modemorum, Superio­
ris Generalis - et Fratrum Scho­
larum Christianarum . nuncupa­
torum civitatis Remensis, Nobis
nuper exiiibita-• petipo contine­
bat, quod ,alias,. videlicet de
anno Domini millesimo se-xcen:­
tesimo octogesimo, quondam
tune in bumanis agens pius Dei
famulus JOANNES BA�STA DE
1tA SALLE, dum viveret Canoni- -
cus Ecclesire Metropolitanre Re­
mensis, pie considerans innu-



�er� quro ex i�norantia, omnium being ·moved with- i>ity a� �e· . 
• orit,rine. mal�ru:rn; ·- proveniunt sight of the. ·i1mum�ble scim-.

scandals, pr��e� in illis qui d• that: spring fro� ignorance, 
,·el eg�state oppr�si; yel labrili the source of : all eVJ1tJ; more 
0peri.und� vitam 'eliciunt ope- , 'p�cularly among those __ whp, _, 
ram dantes, quarumvis scieiltia- whether crushed down by want, 
rum h�3narum, . ex defectu or busy .. with· ·manua1·, • labour 
�ris :�pendendi, , pon - • solwn in· order· ·to gain a livelihood, 
p-enitus· rodes� sed quod magis are l!Qt only extre�ely . igno­
dolendum est elemen.ta .religio- rant of all human. scienc,es for 

,·nis christi�I)� pe:rsepe iporant, want-of -the necessary pe�unia-
• quoddam Institutum sub titulo ry. means, but, what _:is· more
},BATRUM SeuoLARU.M- C�sTI�:- - lamentable, · are often without
.NARl;lI • __ liuncupatorum, et sub the knowledge of the elements 
i:nfrascriptis Regulis per Sed�mf of the �hristian religion, found­
Apostolicam approb�dis et con- • ed in the city .of_ Rheims, under 
firmandis, ·. ad Dei . laudem et � the authoiitj" of the aforesaid 
11aupe�um l�vamen, sul;> [aucto.- • Apostolic �ee� and under· the 
rittte] ��s Apostolic� prrefaue,. _ patronage of the , Most Holy_ 
·ac patrocinio s�ctissimi In;fan- Infant Jesus and .of. St. Joseph,
tis ,Jf;su • ef· sancti Joseph, fun-· an Ins�itute known ·by the title
davit in civitate Remensi ; quod.: · of the BROTHERS OF THE C11a1s­
qu� Institutum huj�smodi, be- TIAN SCHQO� (as they-· are 

• nedicente Domino fructus suos, called), for the glory of �d and
in variis . r�i Gallia�. et th� relief of the poor, and �der 
_ prresertim in Rothomagensi, et· Rules hereinafter set f orthfo]:the 
Parisi_ensi, �c Avenionensi,- et approbatipil and �onftrmation of •• 

. C.arnutensi, l!-C Laudunensi, et the Apostolic See ; �n� that this 
'frecensi, ac Audomarensi, et &- Institute, by the blessing of God 

• 1oniensi, ac Alesieusi, et Gratia- on its fruits, . has spread in v'a­
· _m>pc:,litaw� • ac _ Mi�tens�? et rious ·dioceses· of .the kingdom
. l\�assiliensi, ac Lingonensi, . et of Fra�ce, • and �ore particulu-ly . 
Uticensi, a\C _ Eduensi, _respective • in those of. Rouen, l»aris, A vi­
direcesib� propagatum fuit, in gnon; Chartres, ·Laon, Troyes, 
ttuibus dicti Fratres sub tenore· • Saint-Omer,- Boulogne, Alais, 

\ . . 
infrascriptarum ,Regu.larµm. Grenoble, Mende. • .Marseilles, • • • • Lattgres, Uzes and .Auto� res-

pectively, in which places the 
said Brothers have hitherto live<t 
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and now live· •µnder the tenor 
o(the fo�lo�ving Rql�s. namely : 

'·fi;st., • Th�t; peing instituted 
1.mder the protection of the !\lost 
Holy Infant .Jesus '.and ti1e iuit• 
ronage of $t . .Jo$eph� the�· should 
mp.lee it th�ir chief care to teach· 
chil�ren. . especially 1mor chil­
dr�n, .those things which p�rtain 

. •. to a go�d �•td Christian lit'c : that , 
zeal for the. education of �·outh 
in accordance with the standard 
of. Christian lmy should be. the 

, 8;Pecial.·charncteristic, at��, so to
,: speak� the spirit of t·heir Insti­
t.ute. 

Seco1�cl. 'Ehat they obey the 
Superior Gen:eral for the time 

• bein�, elected: ·by themseh·e�.:
an�t live i11 those dioceses in�o
-�·hich. they. ha,·e b��n admitted

. b·y· the: co1�c11t of the· BisJ1ops�
and tinder their authority.

··: • 'l'M.r.ct. .That ,:their Superior
•• G�o:e�al 'be. for lif� ; _that he be

elected hy:hallot and.by the se­
cret Yotes of. the · aij_semblecl Di­
rec�o� of t�e ptjncipal houses ;
that also. -b�· the same· voters,
ill: ··the ·saine assembly and iu
the same way,.-two �istants
be' .elected� to form the Council
of • the Sitperior General for
the time being. and to aid him
in the prop .. er ·aan1iuistration of
affairs.

,: •. 

= Primo . ..Videlicet� quod: ip.si 
sub clientela sanctissimi lnfa�­
tis JEsc� et p�trocinio· sancti 
Joseph instituti. hoc maxime 
cave.re debeant ut pueros, prre-­
sertim pauperes, ad ea qure ad 
hene ehristiana1ue ·vivendum 
pertinent, erudiant ; . Iu�titutt✓ 

• illorum dos pne.cipua • et· quasi
spiritus Instituti. puerilis insti ..
tutionis ad-. christianre lebris nor­
ma,m, zelus esse- debeat.

B_ecundo. Quc;,d pareaJ1t vro· 
tempore existenti Superiori .Ge-J 

nerali ab ipsis el�cto·, vivantque 
in 1Uis direcesibus ih quibus 
admissi sunt • de ·consensu Epi­
sco.porum� . et -sub eorumdem 
atictoritate� 

7'ertio. Quocl eorum Sut?erior 
Generalis sit perpetuus, ejusque., 
electjo fiat scrutinio ac secretis 
suffragii� per D�rectores prreci­
puarum domorum con,rregatos ; 
itide1nqu� eligantur ab eisdem, 
in . eodem . consessu et eodem. 
modo, duo Assistentes qui -pro· 
�empore existenti Superiori . Ge­
nerali sint a Con�iliis, euniqu�­
in recta. administratione a,Iju­
,·ent. 
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'Q:,J,a,:to. . Quod Assistentes .. • in 
ea. degant domo in qua Supe­
rior· Generalis pro tem1>0re com­
morabitur. ejusque consiliis in­
tersint. • et manum -commodent. 
exigente • necessitate. ad respon­
dendum lit.teris quas accipiet. 

. Quinto. Quod • i11si • F"ratres. 
.gratis pueros edoceant,. 11eque 
pecuniam aut munera a disci­
pulis • vel eorum parentibus 

• • �b��a. accij>ian�.

Se,1to. Q�od �cholas regant
scmper associati, et saltem bi�i •
simul singulis S!!holis prresint.

Septimo. Quod nullus C Fra­
tribus Sacerdotium ambiat, aut 
ad Orilines ecclesiasticos aspiret. 

Octavo. Quod Fratres admit­
tant:ur in dicto Instituto in de­
cimo sexto • aut decimo septimo 
eorum ·retatis anno, votis $e 
obligent .ad triennium tantum, 
eaque ,rota siugulis· an�s reno­
�ent, 'donec vigesimum quintum 
eorum rotatis .a_nnum attigerint 
et comple, .. erint, 1 quo tempore 
ad vota ]>erpetua • emittenda ad .. 
tnittantur. ; 

• Nono. ··Quod vota Fratrum
sint. c�titatis, paupertatis, obe-

Fourth. That .. tit«; Assi�nts,· 
dwell in.the same house in which 

· the Superior General for .the -
time: being resides ; that .they

. take . part in his deliberations, 
• and; :when necessity .·requires. it
give • him a . helping hand · iu
answering the letters he· may

. receh·e,

Fiftll. That the said Brothers
teach children gratuitously, ai;>.d
that they receiv� neither· money
nor presents, when. offered by
the 11upils or their parents. _.:

·' 

Sitr.tli. Th.at ,they be always
asso�iated in keeping sc�ools,
and that there be at least two
together in the direction of �ch
school.

• Sei•enth. That none of the
Brothel'§. am��tion the 'priest­
hood: or aspire to eccl�iastical ·
Orders. . I 

•. Eighth. That the �thcrs .. 
may be admitted i;'lto the said • 
Institute in the sixteenth or sev� 
�nteenth ·year .of. tlreir. age.; 
th:at they bind thems�ves by 
vows for three y�rs only, and 
renew these VO\VS_ every year 
until they reach and complete 
the twenty-fifth year of their 
age, at. which time they may 
be admitted to perpetual vow's •., . · ' '  . . ' ' ' .

I 
' 

Ninth� •• That the yows of ,the 
Brothers be those of· chastity, 

' I • ·, 

•, 
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• po\,"e�, · obedience, _and st�l:>il- . ' dientire,,.et perman�11tire in �icto
ity in the said I�titute, an� Instituto, • nee -non. .paupcres

• also · of_ teaching the poor gra- gratis edoc�nai : cum hoc "tGtinen
tuitously· : -,,ith-this un�erstand- • quod eosdem ,Fratres � . ,�ot:i� •,

. ing, howeYer, that the Roman , simplicibus -Roman us . Pontifex •
Pontiff /or the tim� being can' , pro \empore existens . p0ssit
absoh�e . these sarue . Brothers absolvere� 
f"ron1 their simple YOWS. 

. . 

Tenth. That dis1)ensatfon from 
_ Yows can be neither asked • nor 
grant.ed, ex¢ept for grave reasons 
judged to be su�h by_ the Gener-

• al Cha1?ter of · the· ·Brothers�
and: approved by a majority of
Yotes�

Eleventh. That the Superior 
General can be de11osed by a 
General Chapter �f the Brothers 
in assembly� for the following 
caus�s, namely : heresy, incon-

• tinency, homicide., we�kness of
intt;,llect,. do�ge, squandering

• the :property of the Institut�, or
any heinou� offence ,vbich shall •

. be judged worthy of SU<?h pen-.
1:1lty by � General Chapter of
the Brothers, which· shall then
be con\rp�ed • py - the Assistants
for that purpose.

Twelfth. That the Brothers 
Directors of the particular houses 
govern them -for three years on .. 
ly, • unless for . good· reasons it 
seem more suitaWe to the Su­
perior Generalfor the,time being 
and his Assi�ts to short�n or 
to prolong this--period ; and that · 

Decimo. ·Qu�d dispensatio �b­
torum ri.ec peti 1iec coneedi· .. va­
l eat, nisi gravibus de causis,­
quas tales censebit Ci?,pitulum 
Generale Fratrum� � pluralit&:5 
suffragiorum coinprobabit. 

Utulecimo. Quod Superior· Ge-
neralis .a convocat� Capitulo 
Gener!lli �atrum deponi possJt 
his de- causis, ,•idelicet : ob hre-

• resim, imp_udicitiamt . h�mici­
dium, animi imbecUlita�m, se­
nii caducitatem, bonorum lnsti­
tuti dilapidationem, aut aliquod
enor!lle facinus quoq. tali prena
dignum censebit Capitulum Ge-­
n,erale Fratrum, • quod tune ad 
id ab Assistentibus convoc.'l.bi­
tur:

Duadecimo. Quod Fratres Di­
rectores domorum particularium 
illas . regant per triennium .tan­
tum:. nisi justis de causis· ·pro 
tempore existenti Superiori � 
nerali ejusqueAssisteiltibus pon­
veni�ntius videatur.' -.it tempus 
hujusmodi aut min��tur., aut 
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prorogetur ; et µt Superior Gene-
ralis Direct.oribus ·particularibus 
bujusmodi de �ua 1JOtestate circa 
votwn paupertatis communi­
care valeat, circa dispositione�1 

• bonorum .. temporalium, vel fa--
• cultaies �ingulis Fratribus- oon­

cedei!-das ; ita tamen ut non
• Jicea.t dictis pirectorib_us, neque
Yisitatoribus pro-te�pore depu­
tandis, fundos, bona mobilia et 

, immobUia, in�nsultis .  pro tern­
pore existentibus Superipre Ge­
n�rali . _ ejusque Assistentibus, 
alie�a/e. 

the Superior General may -pom­
municate to such particul&1:··Di­
rectors a shar� of his • ppwer 
with regard to tfle vow-�fjiov­
erty; �- to the disposal of' tem­
poral property or the grantqlg of 
permissions to individual B�th-
ers ; b1· such � ·manner, howev­
er, that it be not lawful for tlie 
said Directors� nor for 'the \rJSi­
tors deputed f�r the time being, 
to alienate any capital, or prop- • 
erty, movable, or 'immovable, 
without consulting the Superior 
General and bjs Assistants fol". 
�he ti�e • being. 

Decimo t�io. Quod Capitula Tliirte�h. That the General 
Geneialia, ad que convocabun- ... Chapters-, to which will be suin-

- tur triginta tam ex antiquis Fra- moned thi�y Brothers, taken as
tribus quam ex Directoribus ,veil from among the Brothers 
precipuaruni • domorum, fiant .Ancients as from the Directors 
singulis decenniis, nisi aliquando of the principal houses, be held 
Congregatio extraordinaria con- every ten • years, unless at any 
vocanda convenientius decerna- • time the conv�ning of . an ex­
tur ; totoque illo decennio Assi- traordinary assembly be .deemed 
stentes electi munere concesso more.suitable ; and that, during 
perfungi valeant, nisi gravis this whole pei%od of ten years, . 
aliqua necessitas cogat vel eos' the Assistants 'who · are elected 
deponi ante tempus, vel exacto may exercise • their functions, 
tempore in niun�re persi�ere� • unless some. pve necessitr 

Decimo· quarto. Quod Visita� 
tores, a pro tempore existente 
Superiore Generali designati ad 
munus .triennale, singulis annis • . 

should compel their depositi�n 
before the time� or their contin• 
uance · in' office aft�r the expi;. 
ratioh of the time. 

Fou�h. ' ·That ·the Visitors 
appointed · .  to this · office fori a 
term of • thtee years -by . the 
Superior General for . the time 
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b��g� make a· visit ·or the houses 
on�e : ·a. year, and re<1uire froni 
the . Directors . an • account of : re­
ceipts and'expenses, and �hat itn• 
mediately.after each ·yisit. they 
report· -to the Su11erior General 
for·the time being whate,·ei may 
ne�d ·reforn1 in- eac� house. 

semel domos visitent, exigantque 
a Directo�bus rationem ·fmpensi • 
et expensi, � st�tim finita .qu.,­
libet -,isitatione r�f erant �d p�o 
tempore existentem Supe�orem 
Geueralem quid sit in unaquaque 
domo emendandum. 

F-ifteenth. • That the · General Deci1110 quinto .. Quod Capitula
Ch11pters be· com·ened whereYer Generalia convocentur in eum 
the Superior General shall hat·e locun1 in quo Superior Ge�eralis 
fixed his �'bode ; but that thC:1' fixerit domicilium • : capitula • 
Provincial Chapters be sum.:. vero 1>r0Yincialia , a'ctxocentur 
• inoned to some place near the quas� in .meditullium -cujusvis
centre of ·each province; h1 order pro\'in.cire, ut sit ad ea Fratribus 
that the Brothers may have more . .  fl!,cilior access us; bisque capitulis . 
e$y -access to them ; ·and , that provincialib�s prresit Visitator 
these Provincial Chapters· be aliquis. a pro tempore existente 
presided over _by some Yisitor Superiore Generali deputatus. ­
deputed • by the. Su1>erior • Gen-
�ral for -the time being. • 

:Sia:teentli. Tlm,t all the daily 
exercis�, both at home and 
in the . schools. be . performed 
in coDlll'.lon, morning an'd even­
ing. 

. Sev�ith. That the Brothel:"s 
not only teach the children read­
ing� 'Yrlting, orthography . and 

• • arithmetic, but that they chiefly
imbtle their minds ,vith the pre­
cepts 'of Christianity and of . the
G�spel ; · that they teacll them
catechism·for half an hour e,•ery
working . day. and· for an hour
·aii� a half every Sunday ·and
holiday · of: obligation. ; • that on
these latter days they take them

Decimo seJ.'tO. Quod omnia 
exercitia quotidiana� tam domes­
tica quam scholarum, fiant in 
communi; tum matutinis. tum . 
serotinis horis . 

Decimo septimo. Quod _Fratres 
non tantum legendi. ac scribendi 
mod\lm, orthographiam atque 
arithmeticam pueros edoceant, 
sed eorum prrecipueanimos chris­
tianis atque evangelici's prrecep­
tis imbuant ;_ catecheses . [tra­
dant] ad semip.orain sfogµlis 
diehus non · festivis; et ad horam 
cum �imidia singulis Dorninicis. 
ac de Ecclesire prrecepto festhig ; 
• dieb11s h1:1j:usmodi in ecclesiam
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qeducant, ut publicis s�riµciis · 
• ac vespertii:Os precationibus in­
tersint ; ino�Jmque tradant lll�­
tutipas et. serotinas preces :reci­
tandi ; prrecepta Dqminica, . • Ec­
cle�ire leges, creteraque �d salu­
tem· :necessaria inculcent.

. Deci,�o oc��vo. Quod: vestes 
Fratrum paup;e'rta�i atque abjec­
tioni . ey�ngeii�re coli$entanere, 
ex :viii_ .�� nigro panno cont'ect�, 
pene talares, �t. fibulis tantum 
ferr,�js connexre, cun'l lace.rna 
ejusdem , . longitudinis, • . galeru�, 
calcei et tibialia, ·inculta shi.t, 
atque a vanitatibus secularibus 
prorsus _aiiena : . . .  • , 

Hactenus vixerl\nt, .et vivunt 
de . pr�senti. 

CUlr Au��, sicut eadem pe-: 
. titio subjungebat, ea qure Sedb� 
Apostolicre prrefat� munimine 
roborantur, firmiora sint; et 
exactius soleant ab omnibus ob-· 
servari, et propterea di.cti. Ora-
,t<>res summopere cupiant Regu­
-las et eorum. Institutum hujus_. 
- modi, ut illud majora in dies·
suscipia� incremehta virtutis; ·ct

• I •  Ut Status in. quo ' fi1JJlC perntanet
firmius stabiliatur, 1>er Nos et
Sedem Apostolicam prrefata�1 
approbari et C!onfirmari' ; quare 
pro parte . eorumdem Superioris 
Generalis et Fra'trwn Nobis fuit 
hu,militer supplicatum, qua1jenus 
ei.s ,et cµiU,bet eorum in prmmi�sis 

\ 

tQ church to .. assist· at Mass 
and Vespers ; · th�i: they �teach 
them how to sa:y �thei:r morn:.. 
ing, -arid evening .-prayers, :and 
hnprcss·Qn th�ir �eans the-co!";.. .1 

mandments . of G�, the laws of 
the Churc.h, and ,all other things 
necessary for salvation. 

Eigl,teentlt. That the �obes of':· • 
the Brothers, in keeping with· 
t�� poverty and ,lowliness of 
'the · Gospel, made · of common 
blackstuff reaching nearly �.the 
ankles, and fastened only with 
iro1� hooks. and eyes�. with . tl�e 
mantle of the same length, tile 
.hat, sJioes �Jl<l 8tockings, J>e 
pl�iu,_ and . wholly foreigl) to. the
vanities o� the _world. 

SINCE, howevc!r, as the ' �ame 
petition ��ed, '1 whatever · is 
strengthened · by the support of 
the aforesaid. Apostolic -See- . is 
more . stable and . is usually ob­
served by all with more exa.ct-

. ness, • a1id since, f'or that. reason, 
the said Petitioners1 ardently de-
sire that the Rules . and their 
Institute, as described, be ap­
proved and-confirmed by Us and 
by. the afore�d � .. �postolic See; 
i� order that it �ay daily gain 
greater increafie ·of strength, and • • . 
that 'the state in which it is at 
present · ·may · be more fi'.f.mly 

.: established;wherefore, a hum�Ie . • 
su�plication was made . ,.to U�: 

I .  
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on the' part. ·ot the same Supe­
rior. General .and ·Brothe� that 
,We would. d.�i�, _in Our Apos� 
tolic kindn�, to take opportune 
measures in reprd to them and • 
to · all the matters spoken o( 
above. 

opportun� providere de-bertigni­
tate - Apostolica dign�ur ; 

WHEREFORE� desiring with Nos IGITUR9 qui spiritualem 
sincere affection the spiritual ad- :. animantin profectum ac Christi­
van�ment <>f SQuls and_ e,·ery-· fidelium quorumlibet ·utilitates 
tl!ing that • is useful and profit- . et conimoda sinceris deside�­
o.ble for all 1the faithful of mus affectibus, Superioreni Ge-

• Christ, and wishing to besto,v neralem �t Fratres prretatos, et
special favours· and graces upon quemlibet .eorum, • specialibus 

' the' 'aforesaid Superior' G.eneral favoribus et gratfi$ 'prosequi YO• 
and Brathers, • collect:iYely �nd lenfes. ef a quib�svis excomm�- • • 
individually, ""' e • do, by these • ·nicatfonis� suspensionis et inter-
• pres�nts, absoh:e them and hold . di�ti, aliisq�� Ecclesiasticis ·sen•
theni to be absolved, . so far tentiis, cen�s �t pamis, si 
only:. as attaining the effect qu�bus quomo�olib�� innodati 
of tljese presents is concerned, existunt, ad ·effectum . prrese1i­
from: every sentence of excom- tiuni • .  tant_um consequ�_ndum, 
munication, suspension and in� harum _ serie absolventes ,et 
terdict,- and other ecclesiastical absolut9s fore oensentes, hujus­
sentences, censures and· penal-. modi supplicationibus inclinati� 
ties, : if such they should have in et ex ,roto Congregationi_s vene- . 
any way incurred ; and, moved rabilium . Fratrum Nostrorum 

· by the4- petition as given ah9ve, . Sancbc Romanm Ecclesire Car-
· \Ye, on • the . advice of Our dinalium, decretorum Coilcilii .
Venerab•e Brethren,• the . Car- Tridentini interpretum, si� ali-

• dinals of the Holy Roman cujus prrejudicio, Instiiutum et 
Chui:ch, the interp!eters of the RegµIas hujusmqdi, et _in eis 

• decrees of the Council of Trent; contenta qu,recumque,. licita ta­
do, without prejudice to anyone, men. et honesta, ac sacris ca�p­
approve a11d confi�m by our·.' . �bus et' eon�ti�tionibus Apos­
Apostolic e,uthority the -�aid In- tolicis ; ac Concilii Tridentini, 
�titute a:Qd Rules .and all that is pr�fati decretis non adversantia, 
contained 1n them, so far � .  Apostolica. . aucl:oritate; appro• 
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b�us ei CQnfirmamus, •eis_que • •  they are lawful and right; an� 
• . . . . .. 4,postolicre ·firmitatis rob• adji:- ,' not contrary· to.· the Sacr�d Can� • •
, • • • cimus. • •• • ·ons and .the . Apostolic Consti-

P·ll.$.i'EREA, quasQumque pos-
• -�sio�es· :et qurecumque bona

q�- ideni Institl.1-tum:_irl prresen­
. tiarum j11sie e.t c_anonice pos­
sid�t, aut in �uturum conces­
sione Pontifi.cum, largitione Re-

. gµm. vei Principum, oblatione 
�deliuiii, seµ aliis j ustis modis, 
prrestante Domino;: poterit adi­
pisci, ftrnia · et �llibata . perma­
nere ; 

tutions and the aforesaid Deerees 
• of �he Coui1c,il of Trent ; and We 

impart to them the force of the 
ApQsiolic stability. • . •

MoREOVEii, We decree that 
. w.hatever . goods :·and property
th� said Insti.tri:te _ justly and ca­
noni_cally possesses. at.'the · ,·p�es­
ent , moment, or s�ll obtain in 
the future, . by the help of God, • 
tlm:nigh the gift of Popes, �he • 
lihe�ality Qf kings and • princes, . 
the . offeri�gs ·of the fa�thfiil, o-, 
i;n ·any other. ' l�wful· ma�ne;r�. 
shall · remain secure and in�ct ; 

Ac usi>EM PRJESENTES seni- WE ORDAIN� MORBj').VER, 1'H4T 
Ml' et perpetuo valiclas- · esse et • .  'l'HESE PRESENT.��RS sh�ll be� 
fore, su:osque • plenario.s et · inte:-- .and continue� ·alwan · and ,ever� 
gros effectus so�iri' et 09ti�ere, . in .full force, an4 Qbtain: their 
debei-e ;- neq·ue �uh Ruibus,�is ·. fuU and entire· effeci'; that they · 
similium vel .dissimilium gtatia- - be •ilot cx,mprise� u�der·th� rev-_· . 
r.um revoc.atio:nibus, limitatio� ·ocations, 'limitations or sns­
nibus� sµsp�sionibus, . et qui'! pe�i6�· of · arty .similar or dis;;. · . 

; b.us.vitr aliis co�trariis disposi� simiiai: favours wha�ver; and ' 
tionibus eomprcbendi,' ·sed setn-. any. othe� • co�trary dispositions 
per ab illis _excipi ; et ·quoties ' whatsoever, but s�ll .alwa.y� be 
illre . ·emailabunt toties in pristi- excepted th�refrQill ; anci that as 
nUID. et , validissimum statum often �.  such 1contrary. anange:­
restitutas, repositas et plenarie ments shall appe�,. so·often�­
reintegratas esse et fore ; si&que these presents be and -continue 
et non. alias, in praemihis emni- to be . restor_ed, replaced, . ·and 
bus per quoscumque Jud.ices fully. re-established in their.orig-; 
ordinarios vel . delega�s, etiam· · in'al and . most effective state ; 
causarum Palatij :Apostolici Au- . • and· that so and not otherwise · it · 
ditotes, ac, prmfatre Sanetre Ro- is to be'-decided and pronbuliced 

, • ' , 
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in all . the premises by all • 
' ·  judges whatever whether orcli- . 
nary or delegated, even the Au­
ditoi,; • of Causes in the Apostol­
ic. Palace and Cardinals of · the 
Holy Roman Churc� even _Leg­
ates a latere; Vice-Legates, and 

• I • 

�uncios· of the Holy· See. And 
if, . anyt�ing . to the contrary 

1 should b� attempted in or about 
the�e rnatte�s by anyone ':utder 

• w�atever authority, wµether
knowingly or througlt igho­
rance. We declare the sanie to
be uuil and veic;I, any Apostolic
constitutions • or ordinai1ces to
th� contrary notwithstanding.

Fu RTHERllORE, it js Our will 
that hencef�rth, for all future 
ages, no one of the Brothers of 
this Institute, without the ex:­
press • cohsent of the Superior. 
General of the . Institute, even 
under the pretext of Joining a 
moi:-e, . sever� ord�r, may . leave 
th_e sai4 Institute, or return to 
the world, but that _ he remain 

• under.-the obedience of his Supe­
• riors, : and not otherwise. 

THEREFORE; let no person 
,vhatever. infringe this letter of 
Our absolution, approbation, 
confi�mation, enforcement, de­
eree and • will, or rashly oppose 
it. B'ut, if anyone should pre­
sume to make such an attempt, 
Jet· 'it be known to him tliat he 

ma.nm Ec_clesire Cardinales, etiam 
de latere Legato�, Vice Legatos, 
dictreque Seclis Nuncios, . judi­
cari et de_fi�iri deber� ; et si sccus 
super hi.s a quoqua1n <Juavis,auc­
toritate scienter ,·el ignoranter 
contigerit attentari, irritum ct 
i11ai1e decernimus; 11011 obstan• 
tibus _constit�1tionibu,s .et. ordi­
nation:ibus Apostolici_� contrariis 
quibus_cumque. • • 

VoLUl�us ' autem . quod de 
cmtero; perpetuis futuris tem-. 
poribus, '. null us ex )"ratri bus 
Iustituti hujus,modi. ·absque ex­
presso consensu Superiorum Gc­
neralium ipsius Instituti� etia1u 
prmtextu· art?tior:em religionem· 
amplectendi, ex .prmfato Insti­
tuto egredi, . a.ut ad seculum re• 
dire valeat, s�d su� _obedie1�tia 
suqrum • Supcriorum ma.neat, e·t 
non alias. 

NuLLI ergo omnino homin.um 
liceat • bane 11aginam Nostrw 
absoJutionis, approbationis, co�1-­
firmationis, roboris adjectio!rls, 
decreti et voluntatis infringere, 
vel ei a usu . temerario contr�re. 
Si quis autem hoc attentare prre­
sumpserit, indignationem Om- • 

, , • , 
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nipotenj;is Dei, ac be,atorum will incur the wrath of Ahnigµt 
.-Petri et Pauli Apostolorum• ejus, . y God, and or ·ms l!lessed 
se noverit incursurum. . Apostles Peter and Paul. 

DATUM RoMJE, apud Sanctum 
• Petrum, . anuo Incarnationis Do­
mini�. ·millesimo septi:p.gente--
·-simo . vigesimo quarto, septimo
Kalendas Februarii. Pontificatus·
Nostri ann<'> primo.

Feb. xx•.-. - F. MoRALDVS, J. WA­
TBOUR, pu MAR1cor8, S. M. MENIC11�,. 

Cap�� F. �E FELICIBVS, . J. F. xxv. 
�OYE, L. PI.ACENTINVS • .  

Loco t Plumbi. 
A tergo : J. Cosr�, XX\·. -:- S. DE CAB.• 

CONIIS. 
. Pro Rmo' Corre Oom• DE CAB.CONIIS, 

Qffltlill Deptu�. 

&gtn,-Libo. P•1111, Fol. 79. 

CO�MON RULES 

· GIVEN AT RoHE, in St.Peter's,
in the seventeen ·hundred and 
twenty-fourth year of the In• 
carna�ion of our Lord, on. the . .  
seventh of the, Kalends of Feb­
ruary, • in th� first vear of � "· . ., 
Our Pontificate. 
Feb. xxv. - F. M�RALDUS, J. WA• 

THOVR, Plll MARICOT8, S.M. MBN1cus, 
Cap•, F. DE FELICIBUS, J. F� xxv: 
HOYE, L. PLACENTINUS. 

L. t P. 

Endor,ed : J. CosTA, �v. - S. DB 
' CAllCONIIS, 

Pro Rmn Cone {mm DE CAB.CONIIS, 
Offali�. Deptus, 

Registered in the Firat� Boo�, Fol .. 19.

2 
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ALTERATIONS 

JN THE 

BULL OF HIS HOLINF.SS POPE BENEDICT XIII 

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 

CODE OF CANON • LA w·

AND WITH 

DIVERS RESCRIPTS OF THE. HOLY SEE 

MOST HOLY FATHER, 

Brother lilIER OF JEsus, Superior Gene� of the Bro�hers 
of the Christian Schools, prostrate at the �eet (Jf ·your Holii1ess, 
humbly submits to yau, in his own riame and in that of his 
Council, th� cbrrections to be yµade in the Bull In Apostolica_e 

�ignitati.s aolio, of the 26th January, 1725, conformably to 
• the ·Code of Canon Law and the Rescripts obtai11ed from tile
Holy See.

The corrected artjcles are the following, which your humble
peti�ioner . begs Your Holiness to be pleas�d to approve : •

. II. -'Quod pareant pro tern- II. That they obey the
pore existenti Superiori Generali • Superitjr General for the tini.e
ab ipsis electo,: vivantque in bemg, elected by:· 'themselves,
illis dicecesibus in quibus ad- an<{ live in those dioceses - into
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mis�d sunt de consensu Epi­
scopor:tim, et sub eorumdem 
auctoritate, ad norinam Sacro­
rum Can�uum. 

III. - Quod eorum Superior
Gener�s ·sit perpettius, ejusque 
electio fiat scrutinio ac secretis 
suffragiis 1>er Cap!tulum Gene• 
rale ; item in eodem Capitulo et 

• eodem modo eligantur duodecim
Assistentes qui ' pro tempore

• existenti Superiori Generali sint
a . �onsiliis, eumque in recte
admi,nistratione adjuvent.

VI�I. - Quod Fratres non 
admittantur in Novitiatum nisi 
expleto decimo quiutc;, refatis 
·sure anno, deinde, admissi ac
no,itii�.tu rite petacto, vota nun­
cupent, singulis annis, -tantum
ad proxin}a annualia exercitia
spiritualia, qure comm uniter per­
agi solent, valitura, donec �eci­
mum nonun:i retatis annum at­
tigerint ; deinde • semel atque
iterum eadem vota ad triennium
emittartt dummodo an�o quo
primum eadem vota nuucupent,
declmum. nonum retatis· annum
-expleant ·; tum demum anno-quo
conipleverint vigesimum quin.;.
tum sure ·retatis annum .ad vota
perpetua a�mittantur. Spatium
·votorum temporalium abbre­
.viafi- potest, .dummodo F�ratres
• viges�m. g_uintum retatis an­
num attigerint, atque 811110 ')UG

which they have been admitted 
by the consent of the Bishops, 
and under their authority, con­
formably to the Sacred Canons. 

I 

III. -· That .their Superio!
General be for life ; that, he be 
elected by ballot aud by the 
secret votes of the General 
Chapter ; ' that in the • same 
Chapter, and in the same .way, 
twelve Assistants be elected, to 
form the Council o(.,he Superior 
General for 'the time being. a�d 
to aid . him in the proper admi-
• nistration of affairs.

VIII.- That the Brothers be
admitted into the Novitiate only 
when they have completed the
fifteenth year of their age,' and
that afterwar�s, being th�s ad­
mitted and their noviti�tc being
regularly finished, they pro­
nounce, each year, vows valid
only until the following annual
Retreat, . wh�h it is <•ustomary
to make in comm:on, until t;h.ey •
have attained · the nineteenth
year ·of their age ; afterwa,rds
that they ma_ke . Trie1inial vows
twice, pro,·ided that in the year
within which they pronounce
·such vows .for ·the · first till\e,
they complete the ninet�enth

• year of their . ag� ; in fine. �hat, "
hi the year within which. they
complete .the twenty fifth year
of their age, they be admitted to�
perpetual vows. The period of
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the temporary vows may be 
shortened provided that the 
Brothers have reached �he age 
of twenty five years, and that in 
the year within which they 
pronotll)ce these perpetual vows, 
• they · ,  complete at . least the
twenty fifth year of their age 
and h",·e been bound by tempo­
racy vo\\"S for at least fi vc years,

• namely. at first by annual ,·9ws
f9r two years, and the1i once by
trienninl ,·ows.

IX. - That the vows, of the
Brothe� be those of chastity, 
P°'�erty. obedience, and stability 
.in th� said Institute, and also of 
teaching the poor. gratuitous)� 
and that, without prejudice to. 
the prescriptions contained in· 
Canon Law,, the Roman Pontiff 
alone can dispense from these 
simple ,·ows ,the Brothers who 
freely ask. Him to do so. 

X. - That, for the dismissal
of Brothers the respective ,pre­
scriptions of the Sacred Canons 
be observed. 

XII.- That the Brothers Di­
rectors of the particular houses 
gover1i them for three years, • 
1\llleSs for good reasons it seem 

• mdr, suitable to the Superior · 
General for the time being and
his Assistants to shorten or
-even to prolong this time, but
not beyond a. second period of

eade.p1 vota perpetua nuncupa­
turi sint, saltem viginti quinque 
ann�s conf ecerint, et saltem per 

. quinquenium ,·otis temporaliis • 
obstricti, fuerint scilicet primum 
per biennium ,·otis annunlibus 
ut supra, et deinde semel votis 
triennalibus. 

IX . . - Quod vota Fratrum 
sint cast.itatis. paupertatis, obe­
dicntirc. et permanehtire in dicto 
Instituti, ncr non pauperes gratis 
edocendi ; super iisdem vero votis 
simplicibus, Jirmis qure. a Jure 
prmscripta sunt, 1iemo nisi Ro­
manus Pontifex, cum Fratribus 
qui id libere ab.Eo postulaverintt 

dispensare ppssit. 

X. � <�uod in dimissione. i,ra­
trum respectivi Sacri Canones 
ser,·andi sint. 

XII. - Quod Fratres Direc­
tores . domorum particularium 
illas regant •per triennium, ' nisi 
justis de causis pro tempore 
existenti �uperiori Generali ejus-

, que Assistentibus convenientius 
·ddeatur ut te,mpus hujusmodi
aut minuatur·aut etiam proi:oge•
tur, sed non ultra alterum trien-
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nirim immediate in eadem domo; 
et ut Superior Qeneralis Direc­
toribus p�cu�bus hujusmodi 

. de sua potP.state circa votum 
paupertatis communicare Ya� 
' leat, circa dispositionem bono­
rum temporalium, :vel facultates 
singulis Fratribus concedendas ; 
ita . tamen ut non liceat dictis 
Directorib�, neque Visitatori­
bus pro tempore deputandis, 
fundos, bona mobilia et immo� 
bilia, incon�ultis pro tempore 
existentibus _ Superiore Generali 
ejusque. Assistentibus, alienare. 

XII�. � quod Capitula. Gene-
• ralia fiant singulis decenniis, nisi
• aliquando Cong�egatio extraor­
dinaria convocanc:Ja ·convenien­
tjus decematur ; totoque illo
decennio .Assistentes electi mu­
nere concesso perfui1gi yaleant,
nisi gravis aliqua necessitas • co­
gat eos deponi ante tempus ;
iidem vero semper reelegi pos­
·sunt. In iisderi1 autem Capitulis

. Jii taptum aderunt : Superior Ge­
neralis, ejus Assiste11:tes, emeriti
Superiores Generales et Assis­
t.entes, si qui sint, Procurator
GeneraliJJ apud Sanctam Sedem,
Procurator Generalis • Instituti,
Secretarius Generalis, .,Visitato- •
res Ge�erales, et Deputati e sin­
gulis qistrictibus, electi a Fra­
tribus professis Yotorum perpe-

three years immediately in the 
same house ; and that the Supe­
rior General may communicate 
to such. partictilar Directors• a 
share of his power with regard 
to the ,·ow of poverty, as to the , 
disposal of temporal property or 
the granting of J>ermissiQns to 
individual Brothers ; in such a 
manner,. however, that it be not 
lawful for the said Directors, nor 
for the Visi�ors {leputed for the· 
time being, to alienate any 
capital, or property, movable or 
immovable, ,vithout consulting 
the Superior General and his 
Assista11ts for the time being.· 

XIII. - 'fhat the General 
Chapters be held every ten years, 
unless at any time th� convening 
of an extraordinary Assembly be 
deemed more suitable � and that 
during this whole pefiod of ten 
·years, the Assistants who are
elected may exe�cise theii: func­
tions, unless some grave neces­
sity should compel their depo­
sition before the time ; they may·
always be ·reelected. The follow•
ing alone have the right of
assisting at the said Cha1>ters :
the Superior General, his Assist­
ants, the ex-Superiors General
and ex-Assistants, if' there are
any, the Procurator General with
the Holy See, the Procurator
General of the Institute, • the
Visitors General, and the Deptt-
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ties froni each distri�t elected by • tuorum in districtu degentibus. 
the Brothers with perpetual • Scilicet, singuli districtus tot 
vows who belong to the ·di�trict ·; eligant Deputatos, quot centena
namely, that each llistrict elect quinquagena saltem incepta Fra• 
as many Deputies as it counts trum Professorum voto�m per- . 
groups. at least begun� of one petuorum habeant ; districtus 
hun.dred and fifty Brothers with vero minores,-, nisi saltem ex tri• 
perP;etita� vows ; . but that the itinta lfratr�bus prof essis voto­
smaller districts which �o not rum perpetuorum constent� De­
count at "least thirty Brothers , pµtatum suum eli,:tere nequeunt,
with perpetual vows, cannot 'sed uni'a1itur pro hac electjone ad 

• elect any Deputy, but be uni�ed alium districtum. Itaque .di�­
f'or this ··election ·  to another 'trictus qui. centum quinquaginta, 
district. Thus the di�tricts that aut saltem triginta J?ratrum pro­
have one hundred and fifty� or fessorum ,·otorum perpetuorum 
at least thirty, Brothers with habcant unu.m tan.tum Depu­
·perpetual vows, shall e�ect only tatum eliJ?ant ; duos Yero . qui
one Deputy ; those that have unum supra centum quinqua­
one hundred and fifty-one, or ginta aut amplius eorqm�e·m 
inore, Brothers with perpetual professorum habeant ; tres, qui 
vows, �hall elect two ; those that trecentos et· unum, et ita,. 11orro. 
count three hundred and orae, Eligendi autem sunt Deputati 
shall elect three, and so on. inter Fratres sui cujusq ue dis­
The Deputies must be elected trictus, qu� saltem a quindecim 
only from among the Brothers a1mis 1>rof essionem votorum per­
of the respecth•e di$tricts, who - petuorum emiserintr autqui sint 
have at least · fifteen · years' of Visitatores, vel Dir�ctores ·do­
perpetual profession, or who ar� morum in quibus saltem septem 
Visitors, 'or Directors , of houses Fratrcs, tanquam de · familia, 
counting at _least seven Brothers �egunt. · Electio vero flat per 
pf habitual reside1�ce. . . T4at the relative majorem numerum suf­
election be made by a relath·e fragiorum secretorum, qure suf­
majority ·of secret votes, and fragia, in schedis ciausis, a Di-

. that these votes, given by rectore donms ad Visitatorem 
Sf?aled ballot tickets, be sent by districtus transmittantur pro 
t_he Director of the house to the scrutinio rite peragendo, coram 
Visitor of the district, for . the cretu l•"ratrum p�fessorum voto• 
coui:,.ting of the votes, to take , : _runi perpetuorum, ad hoc a Visi­
place • according· to the pr�- · tatore 6om•ocato. 
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XV. � Quod Ceipitula Ge:q.e­
ralia co�v�_entur in em_n locum· 
quo Superior Genefalis fixerit 
do:rhicilium. 

scribed for�, in an assembly�of' 
Brothers with perpetual VOWSt 

conven�d for this purpose PY 
the Visitor. 

XV. - That , the General
•. Chapters be convened wherever · 
the Superior· General has fµced 
his abode. 

Et pro �tia, etc. May . the 'grace, . etc. 
Sacra Coqgregatio Religioso- The Sacred Congregation of 

rum Sodalit,tm_ Negotiis , proo- Religious, in virtue oftl;le special 
posita, vigo� • specialium facul- powers granJed to. it by Our 
tatum sibi a ssmo D110 Nostro Holy Father the Pope, approves 

.- concessarum� supras�ptas cor- of the corrections made in the 
rectiones se� emendationes in llbovementioned�rticlesextract­
articulis de q uibus supra ex Cons- ed from the Constitution 1 of 
titutione Benedicti :PP� . XIII, Pop�. Benedict XIII, dated the 
rl. d . .  26 J4nuarii 1725, cui . 26thJanua.ry, 1725, commencing 
initiuin • sic �st : . « In Apos- . with the w�rds : « In Apostolicae 
· tolicre dignitatis soµo · »; ex- dignitatis solio ; ,, corrections re-

• cerptis, tu1,11 a Jure $cilicet re- quired by Canori La'W and by
-<1�sita, tum per spe�ialia Res- special Rescripts alre�dy grant: 
cripta janipridem concess�; ra- ed ; in such a way, howev�, 
tas habet, ita tamen ut Con- that' the· s�id. �ons�tution re­
stitutio p:rrefata in suo robore main in force for everything . • 

• de reliquo . p�rmaneat, nee tales else,. and that the _corrections . be 
emendatione, in textum illius . not inserted in the te�t of ,the 
inserantur. sa�e Consiitution. 

Datum Romre, ex Secretaria , Giyell at Rome froin the 
ejusdem ·Saprm Coi:igregationis Office of the same Sacr�d Con­
Religiosoruqi Sodalium Nego- gregatfon of Religious,• the . 21st 

. tiis prreposft�, . die i1 • M�ii q�y o� J\{arch, 1923. 
1928. 

C. CA;aD. LAUREN.TI,
PrtB/ectus. 

l\lAURUS M. SE�FINl.,4b.O.S.B., 
Secreta:rius. 

' 
C. CARD. LAURENTI, .

• Prefect� 

MAUR:UsM·. SERAFINI, Ab, O.S.B., 
Secreto.ry. 



.COMMON • RULES 

OF THE ·BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

CHAPTER I

O�- THE END AND OF THE NECESSITY OF THIS INSTITUTE 

1. TBE lNSTlTUT.E OF THE BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN 

Scno�LS is a Society in which profession is ma�e of k�eping·
schools gratuitously 1• 

2. The members of this Institute shall he entitled Brothers,
and they s�all never. allow themselves to he called ·otherwise ;
when they name one of their Brothers, they shall always say,
• our dear Brother N.

8*. Th�y can not be priests nor aspire to the ecclesias­
tical state 2 ; nor arc they even to s�g, or ,vear the imrplice, or
exercise any f�nction in church, except to serve Low Mass.

. 4. The end of this Institute is to give � Christian education
t9 children ; . it is _for this purpose the· ·Brothers keep schools,
th9:t, . having the children . under • their care from morning
until evening, they may teach •them to lead good lives, by. . \ instructing them in the mysteries of our holy ,religion and by
inspiring them with .Christian m�ms ; and thus give them a
suitable education 3• 

1. Bull, Art. 5 .. - 1 Bull, Art. 7. - 3 Bull, Art. l.
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COMMON RUtES 

5. The necessity of this Institute is.very great, . bec�use· ar-
•• , .•tisans and the poor, being usually little fostructed, and being

·occupied all day in gaining a li:velihood f�r themselves· and
. family, cannot give their . . chil�ren , the. needed instruction,
m;>r a suitable Christian education. • It w�. to procure �his
advantage for the children of artisans and of the· poor, .
tha:t , the Christian Schools . were establi�hed.

. ' 
6. All disorders, especially · among artisans and the poor;

usually aris� from. their having, been, in childhood, left . to 
themselves. and badly ·brought· up . .  It is almost impo�sible 
�o repair _this evil at � more advanced age, because the .bad 
habits· they ' have acquired . are overcome • only with great 
difficulty, and scarcely • ever entirely, no • ma�ter what .care 
may be taken to destroy them, whethei· by frequent instructi�its 
or the use of the Sacraments . •  As • the prh1cipal:· fruit to be . , 

. expected from the institution of the Christian Schools is to 
forestall these disorde�s • and prevent their evil consequences, 
it is easy to conceive the . importance of s_uch schools and :their 
necessity 1• 

CHAPTER II 

OF THE SPIRIT ' OF THIS INSTITUTE . 

1. That whi<;h is of t�e utmost importance� and to w;hich
• the ·greatest attention should be given . in an · Institute, �'
• that all who c�mpose it possess the spirit' · peculiar . to it : •
that the Novices apply themselves to acquire it ; and that

• those who are already members, make it their first care

• 1 Bull, Preamble. 

- l .  • • 
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COMMON RULES 3 

fo 'preserve and increase it in themselves. ;  for, it is this spirit 
that should animate all their actions, be the motive of their 
whole conduct; an� th�se who do.not possess it and those who 
have lost it, should be looked upon as _ dead members, and . 
they should look upon themselves as such· ; because they are 
deprived of the life and grace of . . their _state ; and they should 
· be convinced that it will be very difficult for them to preserve
the grace of God.

2.' 'f he spirit of this Institute is P,rst, a spirit of FAITH, 
which should induce those . who compose it not to look upon
anything but with the eyes of faith, not to do anything ·but
jrl view of · God, and t� attribute all to God,. ah�ays entning . •
into these sentiments of holy Job : The Lord gave ··and tlu·
Lord hath taken away ; as it hath pletMed the Lond, so is it done,
and into other similar se�timents s'o often expressed in the
Holy Scriptures and uttered · by the Patriarchs of old.

8*: In order to enter into this spirit and live up .to it 
1 °. The· Brothers of this Society shall · have a most profound 
respect for the Holy Scriptures ; a:qd, in proof thereof, they , 
shall always .carry �the New Testament about them, and pass 
no day without reaa.ing some of it, throtigh· a sentiment 
of faith. respect and veneration for the divine words contained 
therein, looking upon it as their first and principal ,Rule.

4. 2°. The Brothers of thi:; Society shall animate �l
their actions with sen ti m�nts of faith ; and, in performing 
them, they shall always have in view the orders and _the will 
of God, which ·they shall adore in all things, and by which they 
shall be careful to regulate their conduct. 

5. For this purpose they shall • apply t�emselves to have
. great control over their senses, and to use them only through -
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. ' 

4 

necessity, not wishing to use them but according to the order 
�nd the will o.f God. 

6. They shall make it their study to exercise· continual
· ·watchfulness over themsel;es, so as not to perform, if possible, . ·
· a single . actio� from natural impulse, through custorp or any

hum� m�tivc ; bu:t·they shall act so as to perform them all by
the guidance ?f God, through the movement of His spirit,
and with the intention of pleasing Him.

7. They shall pay as much attention as they can to the
· holy pre!:?erice of God, and take care to . renew it from time to
'tin1e .; being well convinced that they should think only of
Him and of what He ordait�s, that is, of what concerns their
duty and. emplo�ment.

8. They shall banish from \heir m�nds all vain ideas and
tho�hts that nµght withdraw them from these practices, 
which are very · important for then:i, and without which they 
can neittler acquire nor preserve the spirit of their · Institute. 

9., Second, the • spirit of their Institute , co�ist.c; in an 
ardent ZEAL for the instruction of children 1, and �or .. bring­
ing· them up in the · f�ar of God, inducing them to prese�e 

• their innocence if. they have not lo�t it, and inspiring them
, Vtith a great· a.version and horror for sin and whatever might

cause them to lose purity. 

10. In order to enter into this . spirit, . the .Brothers of the
Soci.ety sl.)all strive by prayer, instruction,. and by their vigi• 
lance and good conduct in school, to procure the salvation or. ' . ' \ 
the. children _ confided tb their c,µ-e, bringing the� up in piety 

1 Bull, �- I. 
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COlfMON �UL�$ 5 

and ·lll � true Christian, �pir{t, that is, 8Cf!Ordin'g to the rules 
and maxims . of the Gospel. .. 

11 . The Rules shall be read entirely a11:d consecutively,
a chapter at a time, · on Sundays an9 Fea.c.;ts during dinner, 
except on. Feasts of mysteries, ·wnen they shall be . read -in 
th;e evening. 

CHAPTER III ' 

_OF Tlll, SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY OF THIS INTI'li'UTE 'AND .OF THE 
EXERCISES THAT ARE ',l'HEREIN TO Bg PED.FOR� 

IN CQMMON 

I. A true spirit of Co�munity shall • always·. be shown
and maintained in · this Institute . 

. \ 

2. All the exercises sba.U be performed in : common f:roui'
. morni�g until evening 1 ; there shall even be a. $t9ve _for the 
B:tothers to warm tb(lmselves in common in the exercise .room. 

8*. AU shall sleep in . the • same dormitory, or in COl�mon 
dormitories, should there be need ·of several ; in the latter case, 
th� Brother· Director shall be careful to appoint in each . a · 

• Broth_er to see, • tha� exact and profound &·ilence . .  reign, and
that everything be done �th mod�str and in a becoming �an�er.

: 4.. A.Ii. shall eat together in . the refectory ; it �hall nevf!r 
be permitted to eat out of the hous� ; an� none of the Br.others 
sh�l eat in private, ·or outside the comµio11 meals, exc�pt • 
b)' reason ·or .infir_mity �r evident necessity, • and .:�ith. -
permission 

. 1 Bull, Art.' 16. 
COMMON R'ULBS, 3 
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5*. All shall take recreation together ; likewise, all shall 
walk out to,ether on holi��ys, without · separating or forming 
seyeral parties. 

6. None . of the Brothers shall 'have a private room ; the
Brother Superior of· the Institute alone shafl have· an. office 
for writing. 

7. No outsic!ers shall· �c admitted to any exercise, 11ot
even into the refectory. ·while �he Brothers are there taking 
their meals. 

8. The Brothers shall never. go out alone, except the
Brother who has charge of the household expenses' and ·ot· 
pl:"oviding for the temporal mtnts of the house. 

CHAPTER IV 

OF THE EXERCISES OF PIETY PRACTISED IN THIS INSTITUTE 

I. The Brothers of this Institute should have a great love
for the h�Iy exerciseiof Mental �yer, and they should look 
. on it as the fin.'t .and principal·. of their daily exercises,. and the 
one which is the mo!,1; capable of drawing· dc,,wn the blessing 
of -God on all the others. They shall be exact to _m�ke it daily. 
at the time, and for the time prescribe9 by the Rule ; 
and they shall not ·absent themselves from this exercise without 
an urgent .nece�sitf ·that cannot be delayed. Should they be 
sometimes • obliged . to absent themselves,. they shall· a.�k the 
Brother .Director for a,nother time tq make it during the day, 
�thout ·railing to do so. 

Page 6

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



COMMON RULES ' 

2� 'They shall also • have a very special love for. Holy 
Communion, and shall approach the Holy Table frequentlyand 
e�en every day, according to the advice of their ·confessor. 
The Brother.Director may- deprive .them o( it for what appears 
to · be a considerable exterior fault committed since their last. 
Con�essi�n, until t�ey have again received the Sacrament of-

- •Penance.·

8. The· general and ordin�ry Corµmunions •shall ta�e place
twice a 'Yeek, on Sund�y, · and on Thursday wh.en there is
hoHday all day, or on the Fea.�t that may occur during the

• .week.
These indications, as well � those to be found iµ

1 calenders, concerning Holy Communion, are to be regarded as
merely directive. ,

-

4. The Communion of Thursday, or of the Feast that
occurs during the week, shall be offered for the Community.

5. They shall receive Holy Corp.tnunion on the feast of
the . Holy. Guardian Angels, the second of October.

6. Thanlcsgiving after- Holy _ Communion shall always .last
half an hour.

, ·  • 7. The Brothers shall ordinarily go to Confession every·
·week, _ at . a time" which shall not, a." far � pbssible, encro.ach
u�n the time of School or Ment_al Pray�r.

8. None of the Brothers shall fail to say the Rosary e�ery
day ; and ·if any one has not h<-en able to say it with the Com­
munity, be shall do so at another time appointed · by the 
Brother Director. 

9*. The Brothers shall never be allowed to· have special 
practices of. piety : they shall not. belong to any, Confraternity 
or Sodality, however pious -it may he; and should they have 
b�longed to . any before entering the Socie�y, they shall not� 
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_· , after • entering, retajn • �ny • practice thereof, - either interior or 
ext�rior ; but· they shall conform all their devotions to those 
that are common and ordinary: in; the institutf!. 

10. They _shall kneel down to adore God present;in all parts
. of the house, on entering and leaving ; except the courtyard 

and • gard�n, as well as the .parlour, where it ,viU suffice tp 
uncover ·and salute the Crucifix. , 

� -Ii. Wh�� the Brothers make a mistake in . the Oratory, 
at ·�htf- .Rosary o� Office,. they shall kiss the floor and rise 
imme·diately. 

CHAPTER V 

OF THE EXERCISES OF HUMILIATION AND MORTIFICATION 

THAT ARE TO BE .PRACTISED IN THIS INSTI,:UTE 

1 *. There shall be no corporal mortification of Rule in 
this Institute ; .however., - abstinence from flesh meat shall 

' be observed on Saturdays from Christma_s to the Purification, 
as well as on the Monday and 'J:uesday before Lent, e:x;cept when 
travelling.-

• 2. The Brothers shall all fast together one day in the weelt

which �hall be Friday : on that day, six ounces_ of bread shal l 

be given •to each Brother_ at collation, with dessert as on . 
fasting days of .the Church. 

8*. ·When a .fasting -day of the Church occurs in. the week, 
. the Brothers shall not be obliged to o�serve this f� of Com­
munity ; • on _fasting ·days of the Church, only four 'ounces •
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COMI\ION RULES 

of. bread. shall· be given at collation, with a small quantity at 
· dessert.

4. The Brothers shall fast on the · eve of · the · feast of the
Immaculat� Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin, without 
· detrimei,.t to the fast of t""riday. ·when it falls on Friday,
they _shall fast on, Thursday and Saturday.

5*. On._the ev,es of the Nativity of the l\lost Bles_sed Virgin, 
·her Presentation in . the Temple, and her Annunciation,
Visitation, and Purification, the); shall fast instead of Friday.

a•. · The Brothers shall accuse themselves once -a day 
immediately before supper, in the Oratory or exercise room, 
of the eJt..i;erior faults com�itted during· the day ; and the 
penances imposed upon them for :ordinary f�ults, shall be 
some reflections or prayers, or some humiliation to be per­
form�d at that very time, or at another time prescribed by 
the Brother ])irector, as indicated in the Collection ·of Penances. 
The • Brother 1lirector may nevertheless impose severer · pen­
ances .. according to the . w�nts of the· Brothers and the gravity 
of their fault�. 

• 7*. The Brothers shall chaµitably advertise one anot4er
'of their defects in the ·presence of the Brother Director, one 
day every week, which shall be Friday, at the end of the 
• evening1 recreation, which shall, for this purpose, finish · at a
-q�arter to· eight o'clock.

8. The Brothers shall, in this exercise, advertise of that
only which is "exterior in the faults · they have noticed, wit�o.ut 
mentioning anythi�g p�ely interior or which _ may concern 
the interior. 

1 

9� The B�other Director shall not have himself publicly . 
_ad.v�rtised of his defects, unless the 'Brother • Superior of , the 
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Institute or the _Brother Visitor b� present. at- the time of the 
Visit, during which an advertisem�nt of the defects of the 
whole year shall take place. 

10.' The Brother Director shall not, in tbis exer01,e, 
permit a .  Brother to advertise, either directly or indirectly, 
of a fault committed . in his own regard, nor of wh"t relates 
to eating or other bodily wants. Should· any' one advertise 

· of -a defect of this nature, · or should . it. appear that' any one ·
advertises in' an uncharitable . .  manner, the Brother Direct�r
shall impose silenc� Oil him for the remainder of the exercis�,-
and -give him a suitable penance when • he - ace.uses himself 
of this fault.

11. Should it happen that a�y one or several Broth�rs
knQw of a considerable 4efect capable of causing scandal, 

• they shall not speak of it in this exercise, but they shall
�quaint the _ Brother Duector of it priyately ; they shall
not fail to do this under any pretext whatever. Every Brother
shall look .upon this practice as an indispe�sable duty.

12. All - the Brothers s�all have a· �y in each week to
give an account to the . Brother Director of their conduct 
with �g�d to observance and empl�yment ; this they shall 

· do · with much simplicity . .  -Each Brother shall , go. to the
Brother Director at the appointed time· to gi�e- this- account
of.,his conduct. : • he _ shall do so standing or seated, and 
uncove�d, and.· according to the Dir�ctory that shall be
given him for this purpose. On the eve of the day assigned for
giving an • account of his conduct, each of the Brothers shall
read, at the beginning of spiritual reading, the part ·of the
Directory on which he is to give an account, in order to prepare 
himself for this reddition.

18. All religious Superiors are strictly forbidden . to induce
their subjects, in any way whatever, ·to make a manifestation .
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COMMON RULES 1 1  

of conscience to them. Subjects, however, are . n�t forbidden 
·to open their ll":1inds·freely and sponta11eously to their Superiors ;
it_ is even desirable that they. approach· them with filial confi­
dence.

14. Every yf:af, on Holy Thursday, the Brothers shall
beg pardo� of one �nother for the trouble they have . given 
and for • the faults they have comm.itted during the 
year ,in their regard. The . .  Brother Direct9r shall begin, 
and beg pardon of each of the Brothers 'individually, • kiss his ' 
feet, a1_1d then embrace him ; .all the. Brothers shall then do .. 
the same with much modesty. 

CHAPTER VI 

OF THE MANNER IN . WHICH THE BROTHERS ABE TO BEHAVE 

DURING RECREATION · 

·1. The Brothers shall all take . �ecreat�on together, ·except
in the house of the Noviti�te, where the Novices. shall be 
separated from the other.s. 

2. No outsider • shall be admitted to the recreations. ..

s .. . 'fhe • Brothers . shall not speak at . recreation until all 
have 'reached the place �n whi�h it is to be ta�en. 
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COMMON RULES 12 

f�· None of the • Brothers shall spe�k at recreation before 
saluting the Brother. Director, and before t�� Brother Di�ctor 
has signified his a.�sent hr saluting_ · him. • · '  

5. The Brothers shall ·not speak at recteation of what
h� happened in any of the houses of the Institute, or . of 
the affairs ·�f the house in· ,vhich they are, or _of the ad.min�-
tration of the Institute. • :: 

I 

6. They shall not speak of any of· . the �rothers, or of
those who have . been i1J. the Society,, or of any other person, 
unl�ss it be to speak. we�l of them. 

• f 7 . .  They shall nqt speak of themselves, or ·of their relaM
. tives, or of their nath"e place, or of • w�t they have done,
or even of what they have seen oi: h�a;rd, saying, for example ·=
I have seen or h�rd such a thing ; or . of eating, . drinking, 
and other bodily wallts, or of anything that relates to them-
selves. 

.$. They "Shall not speak of the lack of regularity of ·any 
/ I 

Religious ·Order or of an)t other Community. . • • 
j • 

9. Neither shall they speak of what has occurred in the
world, or of what they have there learned ; • -but they . shall 
converse on edifying subjects that may move them to - love 

' God . and practise . virtue. 
-

10. None of the Brothers shall inquire about anything
• curious . or useless.

11. None of the Brothers shall ever- indulge in mimfory
or raillery with . regard to anyone.

12. None of the Brothers shall cont?adict _ or disapprove
of what the others say ; the Brother . Director alone may
and should �o so, · if anything he �aid out of place.

I 
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• • 18. During - ·recreation th� Brothers shall very . care� 
· _  fully avoid being disagreeable qr troublesome to .the. others· .

by a glOQmy and • unsociable exterior, or by not speaking
at all. 

. 14. They shall .. however guard against levity, playfulness, 
l\lld all unb.er.nming gestures ; they shall not - speak; too loud, 
or Qreak out in noisy laughter . .  •• • , • 

' t • 
' I 

15. They . shall also be careful to observe .the rules _ - of 
modesty: in every respe«t, especially in ,the use of· their -eyes,' 
not ligh�ly ·looking 'rroin side to side,nor �g signs - to 
their Brothers ; and when- walking, by n:ot . .  walkinfi �.-fast .. 

16. Wl1eri a Brother :wi,t.hdra,ws -from the place of -reetea•·
tion, he sh�] observe ·silence while he is away. , • , •

. 
• 

� 7. Tbe C�llection of Subjects on which the Brothers_ 
sho.uld. converse· in recreation shall be - read during meal time, 
on t�e· •first holiday of each month. 

� COMMOM' RULES. 4 
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CHAPTER VU 

OF THE :\JANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO , BEHAVE 
IN SCH09L TOWARDS THEIR P.UPILS 

I. The Brothers shall everyw_here keep .schools gratui­
tously : . this is essential to their Institute 1. 

2. They shall pay constant attention to three things in
school : 1 °. During the lessons, to correct all the words badly· 
pronounce� by the pupil who is reading ; 2°. To make all 
follow<who read in the same lesson ; 8°. To have silence strictly

- kept by the pupils during school-time.

3. They shall teach their pupils according to. the
·method prescribed and universally followed in the Institute ;
they shall not �hange anything therein, nor - introduce any.
thing new.

4*-. They shall · teach the pupils to · read : 1 °. The verna­
cular ; 2°. -Latin ; 3°. Lette.rs written by hand ; and, to writ�.
They shall also teach them orthography and arithmeti� 2,
all _ as prescribed in the first part ·of the fllanagement of the 
Christian Schools.

5. Th.ey shall, however, make it their first and principal
·duty to teach their pupils_ the morning and evening prayers ;
the Pater, Ave, Credo and Confiteor, and the same prayers
in the vernacular ; the Commandments ot' God and of the
Church ; the responses at Holy Mass ; the ·catechism, th� duties
<.>f a Christian, and the maxill_ls and practices which our
Lord has left us in th� Holy Gospel 3.

1 Bull, Art. 5 unrl 9. - 2 Bull, Art. 17. - 3 Ilull, Art. 17. 
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. .  6. for this purpose they · shall teach Catec�sm daily for 
_h�f an hour 1 

; .  on the ·eves of �I-day hoiidays� for an hour, ;

and on Sundays and Feasts, for an hour and. a . hal:tl, · 

7*. On school days, the Brothers- shall, ·at the mosli conven­
ient hour, take the pupils to the near�st church !or Holy 
• Mass, unless it has been deemed impossible in certain � plaees 
by the Brother Superior of the Institute ; he shall, .however,
so arrange that this does not happen, pr at most, only fo.r a
very short tfme.

' ' ' 

8. They shall neither receiv� nor · keep any pupil in &dhool, •
unless he attends Catechism . on •Sundays and Feasts. as well 

• a.-.; on _.school , days_. •

9. There shall be in each house a Brother. to· give out 
the books, . paper, peJ;Is, etc., to the pupils ;· . ink shall be given 
them free of charge, without requiring anything_ whatever 
for it. 

10. The .Brothers shall supply the books to ·the pupils•
• at cost . prices, including all expenses ; • these expenses shall
be paid at the house having. charge of. the"print1ng.

U. They shall not receiv�, either f�om . the pupils· or from
their parents, any ·money or present� 8, . however small,. OJl • any 
day· or occasion whatever. 

, .  

12. They shall not be allowed to keep anythi11g taken ·
l 

. . . from the han_ds c;:,f ·the pupils, l!xcept ha� or . susp�ted. b0G�, 
which they shall take to th� Brother Directof for ·ex�Il.8itiion. •

1 'Snll Art.. 17. ·- 11 jjull. Art. 17 / - • Bult, Art. ·5.
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• 18. Th.ey shall love aU their pupils sincerely ; . they shaU
• not, however, be familiar with any, nor give them anything
through particular friendship, but only in reward • 9r for
encouragement.

14. They shall manifest equal affection fo� · all .the pupils,
more even for the poor than for the rich� : because they are
intrusted by their Institute . much more with the · form.er than
with the latter . . 

15. They shall endeavour, by their whole ·exterior and
by their entir� conduct, to • be to .their pupils � continual 
example of modesty, and of all the oth�r virtues which they 

. should teach them and make them :practise. 

16. .  They _shall not aUow any pupil to. remain about them
when at their places. 

17. They shal� not speak to their pupils privately, e�c�pt
.very seldom and through necessity ; and· when obliget:i, to speak 
to them, they- shall do so in few words. 

1�. They shall not, withov.t· permission, intrust. �ny
message to their pupils, nor give -them or receive from them 
either lette� or note� from or for outsiders. They . :may 

' send notes to the Brother Director when necessary. · 

19. They shall not ha,�c · anything written .or copied by
any pupil, either for .themselves or for any other • person 
whatev.er, wi�hout the permission of the Brother Director, 
who �hall c,xami'ne whether it be necessary. 

20. They shall not. ask the pupils for . any news,. nor ·
shall they allow · them to tell any, however good or useful 
it may be . 
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CHAPTER -VIII 

OF TJIE MANNED. lN. WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE . . .,; 

-WHE� ·oB�GED TO PUNISH THEiR PUPILS 

1. The Brothers s_hall exercise all possible attention and 
vigilance over themselves · so as to punish their pupils very 
rarely, being • convi�ced, as they should M, that this is one 
of. the chief means of managing ·their· school properly, and 9f 
establishiµg very good order. 

2� When· it is · necessary,_ for the Brothers to punish 8.JlY of 
th�· pupils, they shall be extremely careful to do .so �th. great 
moderaltion and selfMpossession, · and with the · ·conditions 
prescribed in the lJfonagement of the Christian Schools ; there• 
fore, they shall • never undertake to punish in hastiness, or 
when they feel excited. 

8. For this purpose� they shall • on such .occasions so ·watch
over themselves, that neither the . passion of . anger . nor the · 
slightest touch of impatience have any part, either in the 

I 
penances they impose, or in any . of their words. or actions ; 
being convinced, . Eis they should be: that, unless they take 
this precaution, the pupils will not profit by the co�ection -
which is, however-, the object that the Brothers �hould have 
in view in administering it --· and God will nqt give it ms 
hlessing. 

4. The·· .Brothers . shall carefully a.vojd then,, and at all
other times, calling their p.upi.Js abusive or .unbecoming names. ;
' a�1d . they shal l �ever addf�ss them otherwise than by their 
n�es, and with the �espect due. them. 
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5*. They· shall alsq .b.e very careful never to touch or
strike the pupils with the hand, fist, foot or pointer, and 
not 1to rebuff �hem or push them rudely. 

6. They shall be . v�ry careful not to pull theb.- ears or
hair : all such means of correction, b�ing very unbecoming 
and opposed tp charity. and Christian rrieekn�ss, should never 
be used bj· the Brothers� 

7. They shall not punish their pupils during Catechism
or prayer, unless they cannot absolutely P.ut off the correction 
to another time. 

CHAPTER IX 

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEHAVE 
! 

IN SCHOOL WITH REGARD TO THEMSELVES, 

rHEIR BROTHERS AND OUTSIDERS 

. i". It shall never be permitted to any Brother, not even 
the Brother · Director, to teach in the town� for any 
reason whatever. 

2•. The Brothers who teach school in the house shall go 
to their classes immediately after tl!e three decades of the 
Rosary, both • morning an4 • afternoon,. without stopping in 
any J>art of the house ; and those who teach . school outside 
the house shall go all toget.her immediately after the· Litany. 
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8. T�ey s�all not enter. any hoµse when going to . seh�
. or returning, without the order of the Brother "Director, when 

• • he deems it ·necessary.

4. From' the time the Brothers . reach school until the
b�nning of the first prayer, they shall remain seated �. in 
silenC?e at their place, and apply themselves to. reading the • 
New Testament ; they shall do the same at the e�d of school, 
when the pupil� of their class hav� been dismi�sed, · and whilst 
waiting for the ,dismissal of the last class. 

·5. • The Brothers shall be careful not to leav� their places
in school without great necessity. • 

6. They shall not • keep anything in their hands . during
school-time, under any pretext whatever. 

7·. They shall not read any book in school except those 
'.which. _the pupils read in_ class, and each book only during 
the time they should have · it in hand' to follow lesson. 

8. Should they see any · papers, printed , sheets, or book,
in the hands of a pupil, other than that of the actual lesson, 
they sball not look at or re�d them duril,lg the tim�. of ·school ; 
they may look only .at the title of· the book after -school, and· 
should they suspect that it contains. anything' bad, they shall 
tak;e it to · the Brother Di.rector for . examinaiio�. 

9. During prayer, they shall always remain at their places
�standing or s_eated,. in a very serious, reserved and dignified 
manner, with arms folded� and with great modesty, themselves 
reciting the prayers in a moderate tone. 
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10. They shall very carefully watc;h over themselves, so
, as not do Sinything . in school, but wh�t is prop�r and becoming, 
and especially ·not to let anything appear savouring of levity 
or passion. 

11 . Silence being one of the principal means of c�tab­
lishing and · m�intaining order in • school, the Brothers shall · 
look upon its exact obfiervance as one of their' principal Rules :: 
�o bring themselves • to this exa�ness, they should, · besides, 
frequently call t� mind that it would be .of l.ittle use to try 
to have their p�pils observe. it, ir ,they the�selves were n:ot , ·  
,very faithful in this respect. For this purpose they shall be very 
atteptive a�ways to employ th� signs in use in the school�. 

:. 12. They 
I 

shall, therefore, watch in' a spccjal mai:mer over 
themselves so as to speak very seldom fa school, and 

• only when absolutely necessary, and when they cannot
express • themselv:es by signs. Therefore, tl�ey shall speak
regularly but on three occaliions : 1°. When ·. it is necessary
to correct a mistake made by a pupil iJ?. the le�son, �nd which
no other pupil can correct ; 2Q. During Catechism ; �0• In the Reflec­
tions that each Brother · should make both at the �oming and
evening prayers ; and they shall speak only: in a �uoderate
tone.

18*. They shall always keep the doors :communicating 
from class to -cla.(!;s open, and they. shall ,never close them 
during school-time, under a!ly .pretext whatever. 

14. The Brothers shall teach il1 classes t_hat iµ'e c011tiguous ;
they shall always be so placed _as to be abJe to �cc one another. 
at aH times ; and· they shall . not change the p�sition of their: 
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seat�: ·of the benches, desks or any other furniture, without 
the order of the Brother Director. 

15. The Brother of .one class shall ' no� pay attention to •
what takes place in another; unless charged therewith . by � 
the Brother Director. If, however, anything out of place 
should · happen in a class, and another' Brother of the same 
school should see or know of it, he slia.11 noi fail to inform 
the Brother Director of it the same day:. 

16. No Br�ther shall speak to another 'in school. e�cept
to the one to whom the Brotlier Dire�br has committed the 
direction of the school. 

. 17. No Brother, except the one ap?'inted by the Brother 
1 Director, shali speak to persons coming to . the school ; and 
he shall, the same day, tell .the Brother Director what persons 
called, their reasons for calling, • and �:what • they said· and 
did. 

18. Should it happen that any one, co�es to the school
to speak to one of the subQrdinate Brothers or visit him, he 
shall not speak to the person for liLny reason whatever, �ither 
in school or going to church ; but, excusing himself politely, 
he shall refer the pe�on to the Head°l\laster, if the Inspector 
be not present . ;  and if it be the Brother 'Ilire�tor pr the ae�d 
Master that is asked for, . he shall .reply 'in few w?rds ; and, 
if th:e matter do not concern the school, he- shall .reqµest the 
person to call at'the house.· 

19. They shall not allow any one to enter the schools�
except �he Reverend Clergy, or persons in .authority coming 
:to. see the schools ; and the Inspector or Head Ma.�ter shall 
always accompagny them while-they remain. 

COMNO='I RU LE$. ::, 
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20. They may also allow . a teacher to· enter who wishes
to acquire the method of teaching, provided he has a written 
permission from the Brother Director. 

21. They_ shall ·npt allow any girl ' or woman to enter
for 'any reason whate�r, unless 'it be ·to visit _the poor chil­
dren, . �d unless - she be ac�ompanied. by .the ae-verend Pastor 
of the parish, or some other Clergyman.having the care of the 
poor. of the town. 

CHAPTER X 

OF THE :PAYS AND TIMES WHEN THE BROTHERS ARE TO 
TEACH .SCHOOL, AND THE _DAYS ON WHICH 

THEY ARE TO GIVE HOLIDAY TO THEIR PUPILS 

1. The Brothers shall keep scliool �ve .days in the week,
.when no Feast . occurs� 

' \ 

·2• . . On ' ·  all Sw1days and Feasts of the scholastic· year,
tha� is, during the t�e ;they_ teach school, except Christ�as 

. Dar, Easte� Sund�y, Pentecost Sund�y, and the. feast of the 
Most_ . Holy Trinity, ,the Brothers shall assembl� their pupils 
in the rnorning at the church of the parish in which they 
teach school, in ord�r to have them assist at High Mass ; • 
after dinner they shall assemble them in the school, . to' teach • 
them Catechism ; after which, having made them say the 
evening prayers, they shall take the� to Vespers

:-

8. The Brothers shall usually give holiday ari'. day on
T�ursday. 

4. When there is a Feast 'during the week, should • it ·  fall 
on Monday, Tuesday or Saturday, . they shal� give ,holiday

Page 22

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



COMMON RULES 23 

on Thursday afternoon only ; should' the Feast fall on Thursday 
or Friday, they shall· give holiday on Tuesday afternoon ; 
but should. i� fall on Wednesday; they shall give holiday on 
.�riday afternoon� 

5*. �n All Souls' Day, they shall give holiday all day . 

. 6*. On the feast of St. Nicholas, the Patron of pupils, · 
an� on Ash Wednesday, the , fi�st day of Lent, they_ shall 
give holiday all day, instead of Thursday ; however, on ea�h 
of these two d�ys, they shall assemble the pupils in school 
in the morning and teach them �atechism from eight until 

• . .  nine o'clock. 

7. They shall give holiday from Thursday :of Holy Week
inclusively until the following· Wednesday exc�usively. 

8 . .  On the · feasts of our Lord, _those of the· Most Ble�sed 
Virgin and others, which are not of obligatiQn, but which 
are·  celebrated in the Community, such as the Transfi�ation 
of our Lord; .the Exaltation of t�e Holy Cross, and the feasts 
• of t�e Presentation .and Visftation of the Most BlessecJ Virgin,
as well as the feast of St. Joseph� Patron and Protector of the
Community, they shall give holiday all day instead of Thursday.

# • , 
• 

9. If there are several parishes in the. city, and if .. the
feast of the Patron · Saint of the parish in which the Brothers 
reside is celebrated, they shall do as on feast · days. 

10. When the feast of the Patron Saint of one of the
paris�es in which the Brothen do not reside, ·.but in which 
they teach 8Chool, is celebrated, they shall give· holiday, in 
all the schools instead of Thursday. 
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: 11 .  The B�others ·shall not give any extraordinary holiday 
without an evident ne�essity. 

12. They shall give vacation for the month of September,
and they • shall n�ver give it at any other time without an 
evident necessity, taking into account .the wants of the harvest 
a11d of the pupils, ancl without 'an express ord�r from the 
Brother. Superior. Should it be necessary, in any place,
to give vacation earlier or later, the Brother Superior of the 
Institute shall designate the days on .which it shall begin 
and end. 

CHARTER; XI 

OF THE INSPECT�R OF THE SCHOOLS 

� 1. There shall be an Inspector to supe�tend all the 
schools, who shall be the Brother· Director : ·should there 
be need of several in a house, he or they who, besides the 
Brother Director; fill this office, shall report . to him at least 
twice a week, on Wednesday and ' Saturday, what ·they have 
noticed in the conduct of each of the Brothers in his class, 
and • whether the pupils improve • or not; The same shall 
be done. by those charged with the direction of a school, · in ·the 

I • I 

. ·absence· .  of the . Inspector. 

2. • The Brothers shall have great respect for
. 
the Inspector 

of' the scho6is, ·not only f?r the Brother Director, but also 
t"or all who are intrust�d with th.is office ; • and the Teachers 
of a school shall have much respect for him, wJio has the 
management of the school by orde�- of the Brother Director, • 
in the abs�nce of the Inspector. 
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CHAPTER- XII 

25 

OF TH.E MANNER IN WHICH THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEn VE 

TOWARDS . THE . BROTHER DIRE<;:TOR 

I. The Brothers shall give the title of Superior to the
Brother Superior of the Institute alone ; and they' shall call 
Directors those who are intrusted with the direction of the . 

• respective house�, . and Sub•Diiectors, those who take their
place when absent. They shall never call the Brother �uperior
of the Institute otherwise than our very dear Brother Superior,
nor their Di�ector otherwise than our dear Brother Director.

2. The Master of Novices shall likewise be called Director
of Novices. 

• 8. The Brothers shall always, regard God in .the person of
their Director, and they shall be mindful not to .address them• 
selves to him but .as to one . invested with God's authority ; 
they shall put themselves in this disposition before present- • 
ing themselves to him. 

4,. When the nrother Director enters any place, all the • • 
Brothers there shall stand up, salq.te him with a ho-yr, and 
remain u'ncovered .until he is seated or covered ; except .in 
the · refectory, where they shall only uncover without rising, 
and in the Oratory, · whe�e they shall make no sign, except to 
bow when the Brother Directo� passes before them. 

5. When the Brothers speak to the· Brpther Director,
they shall remain standing and with their heads uncovered 
while speaking to him, unless he makes them a sign or tells 
them to be covered. 
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6. They shall always speak �o the Brother Director · with
. ·profoun4 ,respect, in a iow- voice, · and · in te;rms which 
show the. veneration they have for him, ·as. holding the , place 

· of God, whom th�y should-Tecognize and honour in the •person
of their, Director. · • 

7. They sh� .never pass before the . Brother Director
without making him_ a respectful bow. 

• 8. They shall have a humble. and entire confidence in :him ; 
and, whenever they· think proper; they may _ freely • tell him 
their troubles, . the affection� ease, or diffi:oulty they. find in the 
practice · of. virtue, and make 1:mown to' bun. wit,i. simplicity 
and in detail what · takes place in their interior. · 

. 9· .. They shall, at all times, receive ·with much • respect 
_,the advice given them by the Brother DirectQr, as ¢veil ·by 
God Himself ; looking upon the ' Brother Director as· the . 

• instrument and· voice of God, �hrough whom He makes known
to them the means they sho�d employ . to go. to Him.

IO� They shall receive with the same sentiments of- respect 
and submission all the orders • and commands of the Brother 
Director, seeing in him only the authonty of· God, whic� 
is communicated to him, and His . divine, Majesty, which he 
represents in their regard. 

11. When the Brother Director repi;oves or admonishes
a Brother, if this Brother is seated, he shall, stand up and 
uncover his head ;· if he. is standing, h� shall forthwith kneel • 
down, and not re$ume his f�rmer posture· unt11 the Brpther 
Director makes him· a sign to do so ; but should he be on 
his knees, he shall merely kiss the · ftoor.. ' 
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12. They shall not make any reply . to the admonitions,
rep��ofs or c�rnmands given them either by the Brother 
Director or in his name ; but they shall forthwith set about · 

· doing what he has ordered Qr caused to be· _ordafed, though 
they find it painful and difficult. It shall be sufficient �hat 
a. thing i� ·commanded • them, that they. find • it -neither

• d�ficlll.t . nor • impossible, unless_ it be . cont;rary t<> the Com­
mandments of Go� ; and they shall ' so act as to . put 
themselves in this dispo�tion through a simple view of 
faith, because . nothing is difficult or impossible to God, • and .
because He cannot fail to give the necessaty grace and - ·help
to do what He commands.

18. The Brothers shall have the sant� submission and
respect for him ·who holds· the place _of t�e Brother Director ; ·
still, they shall not ask, rior shall h� grant them any per­
mission, unless it ,is necessary and they .oomlot· wait -for . the
return .or the. presence of �he Brother Director :· above all, 
they ' shall not ask for any permission . whi� the · Brother 
Director- has refused them.

Page 27

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



. �OMMO� . RULES , 

CHA.PTE1:t XIIl 

OF THE MANNER IN WH!CH . THE BROTHERS ABE TO -BEIIAVE 
TOWARDS ONE ANOTBE!l, :AND OF THE UNION 

THAT IS TO EXIST AMONG THEM 

1. 'l'he Brothers shall have · a cora.ial affection for one
another ; but they shall not give _any. sign or token of paltic• 
. ular _- affection . for any one; t�ough l:"espect for ou:r Lord, 
who� they should equally honour in all, as be� animated 
b:y- Him and living' by: His spirit. 

. 2. They ·· shall . take a singular -pleasure · in rendering their 
�rothers any service ; they shal

l 
not · do .so,: however� :without. 

the ··permission 'and th� order of the Brother Director,. except 
in a pressing necessi�y. 

• 8. When they pass �efore their Brothers, .they. sha11 UJ1cover .
and modestly , salute them. 

4. They shall always . ·speak to their Btothers ln a res­
pectful manner, though without . affectati�n or. - idle .piv.ilfties; 
but with Christian and religious simplicity, ' ·without ·.-_giving 
rise to familiarity. 

5. Theyshalltake care not·to. say .anything to their Bt9thers .
·but ·what is proper and becoming, even w�en th�y give or have
given them. tr.oub]e. • ' 

6. They shall always prefer their Brothers -to themselves
in all things, as far as the -Rule.s �d obedi.enc� allow, in vie� 
otthe· est�em they have for them, and of. �he respect they 
have for God residing in•them. Hence, if any tµing is presente.d . 
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. to ·all the Brothers, or to any other and themselves, �d they
are free to. choose, they shall take. that :w.,hich is le�, consid-: 

ering their Brothers far supenor to themselves,

, 7. They shall · not contradict their Broihers n.gr co1>.tend,
with them ; but' they shall yield to them through respect for 
them.

8. Should ·. any Brother advance some maxim which i�
• 

I 
I • 

either, not true or . which may have bad · consequ�nces,
they shal! combat • it only by _their. silence, being con­
vinced, as they s_hould be, that it is only the Brother :superior
of the Institute, , or the Brother Director pf the house in which
the Brother is, that has the right to correct him. Still, he who
has heard a B:..-otl].er say anything reprehensible, shall inform
the Brother Director of· the house where he is, or the Brother .
Superior �f the • Institute; in_ c·as� he . did ·no� see that the· Broth�r ·
Director notice�- it and x:eproved· him for · it.

9. All the _Brothers shall have· as ·much respect for the
·serving Brothers as for the school Brothers, and no one shall
say anything to · them or • to any person about them but
what is · proper and becoming ; a:µd th�y shall. show, on every·
occasion; that they are truly. united with them and very
grateful f �r their services. • • 

10. They shall not speak to .any Brother in the house,
without the order or permission of the Brother Director. 

. . .. . 
11. When two Brothe.rs go out ·together,. they shall ·not

speak to each other without an absolute nec�ssi�y.
12. �ey shall never speak_ of their Brothers but t.hrough

necessity ; they shall . never say anything· of them but what
· is good, and they shall not ·speak of them but wit!i e�teem

. and much respect.
.COM MON RULES. 6 
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18. On all occasions, and· Jespccially when · obliged· to speak
to secular persons, t'1ey shall, . by every exterior mark, . show: 
the respect, the . efiteem, . and th� sincere, true and interior 
union they have • wi.th their Brothers ; and they �hall never . 
let it Q.ppear, either by gesture or word� that they �re displ�ased 

. ,-rith any of th.em. 

14� There NhalJ be no • . ran.k amo11g. the Brothers in 
the usual: exercises, except that the Brother . Director and 
t�e Sub-Direcfor shall tak� ttic fi;rst .two places: ; the Brothers·· 
shall take places without distin�tion, or stich a.�· ar.e assigned 
to the1'} ·by the ·i3rotb'er Director ; he may' hO\v.ever, change 

• their· places. \\�hen he thinks proper. •

15,. ;When two Brothers. go out- together, the younger . in 
• profes�fon .&htµ!. give precedence. to th� older ; ·a11�; or · entering· .
. a house,· he who has to transact business shall, take . preced­
ence .-; :  b,ut •.if he is the younger • .  in profession, this ptecedence
s�l . hold. .go.od only 111 the · 4ouses in whi_ch he h�� ·busi�ess· to
transact� .

16. When two Brothers go out, each·• shall, . before • doing ,
so; ask .the Brother Director's permission.;· and·, oil their· 
retum; they sh'all give hi� an accourit 'of the plic�s • in which. 
they have Qeen, -and ·of the persons with .whom they have 
spoken. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

O_F THE �ANNER IN WBICB THE BROTHERS ARE TO BEBA;,E 

TOWARDS SECULAR PERSONS 

l- T�e Brothers of this Institute shall not have �y com­
municatfon with secular persons, . except . in cases of . wen 
recognized necessity, and only with the permission 'of the 
Brother Superior or Director. 

2. The Brothers shall respect all persons with whom
• they have dealings, with9µt • contracting particular friendship

with any.

8. ·They shall , break• · off all the connections they �d: • in
the world, even with their relatives, and· shall .not• keep up e,,ny, 
even under the· pretext of promoting the welfare or their 
house or the Institute. 

4. They shall not pay any visits of civility ; they shall
not bring them about in any ,way w�tever, and .they shall 
so act as to receive them but seldom, and thro�gh necessity. 

5. When , a Brother is visited by any one - and means
shall be tak�n that this be very seldom_;. the Brother.Director 
shall either go ·himself or send· · another Brother as a com­
panion, and nothing �hall be said or done but in his, presenee 
and ·seen by him ; he shall even hear all that is ��. , unless 
the • Brother Director, ' for some important �n, . ·� 
ordered otherwise. 

6. If it is a person of the other sex who visits and sp�ks.
to any of the Brothers, even to the ·Brother Director, there 
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shall always . he a Brother · �s · ·witness, ��o 1

• s� see· all 
that tak�s place -during -this :time. 

.7. When th� Brothers conver.se· with $ecular per�ons 
thev shall observe very- strict. silence on all that concerns the 

., ' 
• • + • • f • 

.. 

Institute, making .nothing . thereof aPP�ar 9r. known abroad. 
nev�r telling where the Brothers are, . even wh�n asked, 

• unless they cannot . do otherwise ; they .niay- only speak or, .
and · .explain the spirit of the In�titute. the exterior employ­
menh in which they engage, and what is done ln these employ­
ments, without saying anything more.

• I • , 

8. They shall n.Qt approach any �rson, i� or · out of. ,t_he .
house ·to speak to ·him · or salµte , him ; ·and · .if any · .6ne accosts .,
them, -they shalf reply politely and oru'.yJ.n few _words t�n•hat 
has been askedt without saying anything.:·,inore.c; 

Q. • If some one in the stre.et shows them a letter the address . • ' .  ' ' ' . . 
. . l)i' which he cannot r(:?ad, tbey' tp.ay ,.r�"di:011!.y�the ad�ess�

10. They sh�µ · -riot "inter.ine�ldle with . any tempora, con­
cern, and they · sha.il • not --q.µ:d�ke· an,y . that -is · • ·spitjt�al 
unJe:�s -it >b� conformable to tlii:spint anff tmd of ·the Institute. 
The Brothers Dir�ors sltall --b�. :vert partfoular' about this 
poiJ}t. 

1L. They · shaif: ne;,t .m:�t� _ _ nor copy::, :,�11ything for any 
out�ider; • .  ex(!ep:t , -with . : the. p�rniissio1(·· �f • ·th� Brother
Superior • o( the Institute�· 

_ 12. No 'one may: be lodged in the houses_,t>fthe 1$rothers wl10 , 
• t�ac� . the ordiua.ry -sf?hool�, except .postu�nts ·™;Imittecl by.the •
Hrother Superioi: of the I11stitute, and these for one night only.

,' I 
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18. It shall not •be pennitted to receive boarders in
the houses of the Brothers . who • teach . the ordinary schools. 
Tliere may be boarder, iJ.1 houses intended for them; when the 
Brother Superior, with the advice of the Assistamts, deems it 
proper. 

CHAPTER XV 

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SERVING BROTHERS 

• ARE· TO BE��VE • 

1� The serving ·Brothe� may go out· alone for_ the wants 
of the • house;, • The Brother Director • shall give each a 
wl·itten regulation, specifying · how he is to • employ the time 
remainil1g at . his -disposal, and immediately send . a copy of 
it to the Brother· superior, that he may approve it, if he finds 
it suitable, or change what he does1 not accept. 

. 2. They shall not interfere with anything in the house 
in which they reside, but inasmuch as obedience. has prescribed. . 

.... ' . ; , , ,/ 

8. Those ·who" have charge of the household expenses 
shall each, on an appointed day . ev�ry week, give :an account 
of them to the Brother J)ircctor of the . house in which they 
reside. 

4. · They -shall watqh over themselves so as tp _be exact _ in
ke�ping silence, to speak always in a - low · tone, not . t� speak 
except · wh�n necessity requires it; · and only in few words� • . 

5. He who attends the door shall not speak to any ·Brother
going out of the house or coming in, not' even to . the Brother 
Director ; and,1 if obliged to speak to the Brother Director on 

'entering; he shall wait • · until the latter has said Jiis prayer 
. in the Oratory. 
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�- . He. shall 1:1ot spe�k to any. �rather, e�cept. to the. B:r�ther 
Director, unless it ."is . n�cessa�y,· and - he . has -" p�eviously · 
obtained fiis permission. 

7'. They ·_ sl�all be careful ·to . serve at. table- . so th�t they
�ay be - abl� .to ' leave .the :rcfe�tory w:itl.1 �he .. : other Broth�i-s, 
without_ · Q�ing <>.h_liged to rctur1i . to · fi_nish their meal�� 

8. They shall not buy �nyt�ing without the order of the

,Brother Director, but the �1eat_ � reguJat'ed, ancf. t._hc bread .

. 9. They shall car�fully bear in mind · that they h_avc the · 
· · use • of n10ner ·only - to 9mploy it dependently on th� Brother
Direct9r, and not as masters thereof ; and thus they shall
consider themseh:·e� re�ponsihle . to . God for the USC they ma.kc
of it:,. e�pecially for what they �pend without permission.

10. They shall also be • careful to manage their time so
that they tnay always be able. to assist regularly at all the 
usual spiritual exercises, and . to say the Rosary . 'at eight 
o'clock iii the · �vening . in the Oratory� leaving cv�rything t'or 
this purpose a� ,the first sound of the bell. 

11 . If . on- some e..ictr�ordinary occa�ion they ·are unable
to assist at an exercise, thci shall - not -omit 'it without the 
permission of the Brother Director� 

12.: They shall -watch over • thems�lves so as . to speak 
to the Brother Director always i n  a fow tone, even when 
gi,�i�g: .him .a1i ac�ount of the . expen�s • or of. �heir . husiness 
transactions,. with th� . yiew· of �pea�ing t� . hh:p: al�vays with
respect. ; . . . 

• 
. :. . 

• • 

l�.- They shall alsQ speak . in: a inoderatel).' low·· -tqne • when·
speaking to. �ecwar �erson�, .even • wheri . atten:dirig the door� ·
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. ' . • . 14. They sball not have any communication with - se
cular persons, except in so far as their employment requires 
·and the Brot�er Director . permits ;· these two conditions
shall be inseparable.

15. They shall be careful not ·to have any • communica­
tion with • the outside world, that might give rise to famil­
iarity. 

16. They, s�all also take special care to apply themselves
to their interior, and t6 the. practice of the virtue� that become 
them ; and they shall guard· against dissipation of mind and • 
whatever · might make them too exterior i� their temporal 
employmen�. 

17. The serving �rothers_ shall take care to fulfil their
exterior duties with �eat chari�y, having in view that the 
service they render to their Brot�ers is rende�ed to our · 
Lord Himself, and that, for this reason,. they should' e:µdea,vour 
to do it with as much �e, and affection as if they were serving· 

• JEsus CHRIST Himself. 

CHAPTER XVI . 

OF REGULARITY 

1 . It is necessary that the Brothers ·apply_ to themselves,
and take for the foundation and_ support of their regularity, 
· what St. Augustine says at the beginning or his Rule, that
« those who live in Community. should, . before all • else, 
love God and next their neighbour >) ; because these are the. 
pr�ncipal Commandments. given us; by God-, and because 
any regularity whatever, . if separated from the .· observance 
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of these two Co�andme-�1ts, is �uit.e useless for. �al�ntion, 
. since it_ i� established in · Comml:).n1ties ol)J.y ·for .. the purpose 
• of giving the • members . �acility to observe the Commanc:1:­
ments of Goel with· exactness, and ,since '. most of ·the 'Rules
are .practices · ·pertaining · ·  theret� . . . $Hence, f�r ex�mple, a1id .
circumspection - !n one's words in recreation, are • so very '
�portant • in o�der . to avoid falling i�tc, .. many sins, that
. St. · James does -not ·hesitate to say, that cc the tongµe is a
worid of iniquity, and full · of deadly poiso1i · •):- R�pect for, •
�nd submission . to the .B.rother Supe�ior and · .the �rother
�irector . ·are of obligation :and precept, as well as unio11 •
$mong. _the J3rothers; and -·reserve in re�rd to persons of ·the

•, )Vorld, lest one . retake their Spirit; for which the devil gives
most religibus a natural inclination, �ausi�g �hem tt? form
attachments, when they communicate freely ·and frequently
wi;h su·ch • persons. Modesty and recollection prevent one
from falling. into:· .many _sins, committed py meatis _ of· · the
eyes, and by the ' liberty given to· the ot�er i1_1emb� of the
body ;· and so �n. • • • • 

2.· T�� Brothers ·shall, therefore, have very special esteem
for all that . . c�nce�ns regularity,· ·  howev:er. insignificant..- it • 

. �ay �ppear,· regardi�g. it .a� being (or the•� the first Iilf�llS
of sanctification,. because it furnishes theq r with the prin�· 
�ipal �clp to obse�e . th_e. Comniandm�nts ·. ,or God, and. th<: 

. principal ' protection against all the· temptations of ·the. elev.ii; 
hOWf?Ver viole�t they may. be, . and becaus�• �od attaches His •
graces there�o in a speci.al manner. · . . 

1 
8. • Regularity' is also the prii1cipal support · of Commu ... 

nities, and it is such •s to make th�m · inintovable · as lorig 
� it ·f-mbsists ; and irregularity is the chief solirce. of their 
'destruction, and of the loss of their inembc�. 

- •
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4* .. With th�s view, the B�others - �hall ·p�efer the l_tules· 
and practices of their Institute . to all other practices� however. 
holy· in themselves, unless they concern the . Command­
ments . of God or of the Church. 

5. The Brothers shall l:>e particularly careful not . to do
anything that is, or. might be, contrary to the· regularity 
and goad order of the .�house. For this purpose, they shall 
all make account . of failing in the l�ast point of regularity, 
wishing to do in all things, and -v-ery exactly, the will of God, 
which is marked out for them by the Rules and Practices 

• of their Institute.

6. The Br_?th�rs shall leave everything at tlie first sound of
the bell, in order to be present at the beginning of the exercises. 

7. No _Brother shall absent himsel� from the daily
exercises : Examen, Spiritual Reading, Mental Prayer, etc., ·  
without an evident . necessity and the permission of the 
Brother Director. 

8. They sha,I be very careful , · to ·  close the doors of the
house without noise. 

9. The Br.others shall look on the following things as the
most essential of their Institute- : 

• 

The four interior supports of their . Institute : 

1. Mental Prayer ;
2. The p�sence of G�d ;
8. The spirit of Faith ;
4. Interior recollection.

The four exterior supports of their Institute : 

1 .  Reddition • of conduct ; 
2: The acc·usation ; 
8. The advertisement of defects ;
4. The manner of spending recreation time well.

CO�MO!'i RULES. i 
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lea.�t five years, including one period of triennial Vows, wliicfi 
must immediately precede the perpetual Vows. 

6. The renewal . of temporary Vo�s shall take place every
year at the retreat, the year of the ·vows being counted from 
one retreat to another 'I.

7. The Brothers .who satisfy the conditions • for admission
to Vows and those who d�sire to renew them, shall, within 
the first fortnight of January, petition the · Brother Superior 
General, -in wi;iing, for such admission or renewal. The 
petitions, authenticated by the Dire(?tors, . shall be seµt t� the 
Brothers Visitors who shall . draw up a list of the petitions for . . �
• making Vows and immediately send it, with their own opiniori, 
to the Brother Superior General. The petitions for renewing . 
triennial · Vows shall be treated like the petitions for. �king 
Vows, and must appear· on the said l{st. 

The list of aspil'Sl).ts to a renewal of annual Vows. shall 
be sent with the resul� of the District · Chapter for Vows. 

8. The Brother S1,1perior shall draw up a list of the aspira�ts •
to perpetual and triennial Vows and to renew triennial . 
Vows and send it to all the houses of the Institute. 

9. -� the , Brothers Directors .and _ the other Brothers
with perp�tual Vows shall be obliged to inform the Brother 
Sµperior Gener�, . by writt�n notes, of the, manner in w�h 
the aspirants who are .known to them, ha.ve conducted them­
selves, as well in Community as 1n their employments, and 
whether they juqge them worthy of being admitted. to V �ws. 

On the day which he shall _ have previously. determined, 
.. the Brother Director shall assemble the Brothers of his Com.mu-

l·Rescript of 28rd July, 1920. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

OF THE VOWS 

l. The Brothers of the Christian Schools shall make
simple and perpetual Vows of CHASTITY, POVERTY, OBEDIENCE, 
ST�BILITY in th� Instit�te, and of TEACHING THE POOR GRATUI­
'.l'OUSLY 1 • 

2. Before being admitted to pronounce • these Vows, the
Brothers �ust first have made annual, and afterwards trienn,ial 
Vows 9. 

. . . 

8 . The novices must make, at the end of the Novitiate and
in the very house of the Noviti,ate, Vows l�ing until the 
following. �nnual retreat. . These Brothers s�all then make 

. annual rows which they shall renew until they make triennial 
Vows. 

If the .-etreat of the novices coincides with one of the 
annual retreats of the district, the Vows which they.then make, 
will be �nnual Vo\V1t. 

4. To be admitted to · triennial Vows, the Brothers must be
nineteen years of age completed within the year in whic_h they 
Jll&ke these Vows, and have had annual Vows for at least one 
year. At twenty two years of age they shall • renew these 
Vows ,for a second period of three. years. 

5. To be admitted to perpetual Vows, the Broth� must be
twenty five years of age completed within th'.e year in . which 
they make these Vows, and have had- temporary Vows for at 

1 Bull, Arts. 8 ood 9. ;_ 1 ,Rescript of 23":1 July, i920. 
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rhe ten Commandments proper to the Brothers of the 
, Christian Schools, which they should always have in their 
minds to meditate upo�: and fo their hearts to practise, and 
·whi�h should form the subject of their examens· :

1 .  - You shall honour. ·God in your Chief .by prompt 
obedience. 

2 .  You ·. shall at all times loye all your Brothers 
cordially. 

8 .  You shall teach the children very well and 
. gratuitously. 

4 .  You shall do aii things through the spirit . _ of 
Faith, and for God alone. 

5 .  Y oq. shall fervently employ all the time prescribed 
fo,r Mental P,rayer � 

6 . You shall often think _. of the presence of • God
interiorly.

7 .  You shall 'frequently �ortify your mind a·nd 
all your-senses. 

. . . 
8 .  You shall keep silence verr exactly, at the tiiµe 

prescribed. 
9 .  You shall keep yourself chaste by very great 

recollection. 
10 . You shall cherish poverty, n�t having 'anything 

voluntarily. 
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• nity, . with perpetual Vows� collect their notes; join them to his
own and place them in an envelope, ,which shall immediately

, be sealed . in presence of the Brothers.
The reasons for the admission of the . Brothers of the 

Community . • who are asking to renew their annual Vows, 
shall then be discussed, and each 'one shall be voted on by 

. secret ballot ; the minutes of the discussion and voting _shall 
then be drawn up in, duplicate, :which all the members of the 
assembly shall sign. 

The same shall be done for the Brothers who have peti• 
tioned to ma:ke perpetual or triennial Vows, or .to renew trien­
nial Vows. • On �ach one of the minute papers the Brother 
Director shall add his opinion on each aspirant, and send one 
copy _to the Brother , Sµ;perior and the other to the Brother 
Visitor, each with the envelope ' containing the notes above 
mentioned. 

10. The D_irectors and other Brothers with perpetual Vows,
who shall be:conv:oked by order of the Brother, Superior General, 
in each District, to the_ Chapter �f V �ws, _shall examine the notes 
of the Brothers with perpe�al Vows an� the minutes of the 
Community • Chapt.ers,· and after mature deliberation, they 
shall, by secret ballot, give their .votes for or against the admis· 
sion of each aspirant. Admission shall be g.ecided . by the " 
Brother Superior Genera.I. 

11. No Brothers shall be admitted to Vows, and especially
to ·perpe�uai Vows, unless they have shown in their whole 
conduct a great love for regularity . and all the virtues that 
become their holy sta�e. 

12. The Vows shall be made at·the end of the annual retreat,
after Holy Mass and Communion. The Most Blessed Sacrament 
shall be exposed, if the Ordinaries are pleased . to permit it. 
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This Will cannot be afterwards altered llithout the permis­
sion of the Holy ·see, or at least if_ the ca�e be urgent, and tim_e 
does not permit of rec.ourse to the Holy See, without. the 
p�rmissi(?n of _the Brother Superior or. Brother Visitor ; and if . 
recourse cannot be ·had tp these, without the permission of the
Brother Director. 

• • 

• The Brothers are not allowed to give up gratuitously the
dominion over their property by a v:oluntary deed of con­
·veyance . .

5. The · Vow of_ · chastity obliges one to renounce �ar�
riage, and to -abstain, for a new motive� that. ·of th'e Vow,
fro� all that is contrary to chastity, in thought, affection, word
apd deed.

6� By the � ow of. Obedience, one engages ene's self' to
obey : first. the Sovereign Pontiff ; aecorul,, the Brother
Superior of the Society ; third, the Brother • .  Directc,r of the
Community ;. fourth, the Body of the Society, represented by.
the Ge�eral Chapter.

One is c,bliged to obey under pain of · mortal sin . .  when
the command is giv:en i� virtue of holy Obedience.

"(. By the Vow .of · Stability, one engages one's self to 
remain steadfast in the Institute during all the time for �hich 
the Vows have been made ; and one may not, during the said 
time, leave . of one's own a�cprd, under- any pretext �hatever, 
without violating one's Vow. 

No Brother may, without the express consent of the 
Brother Superior General, leave the said Institute, or pas, 
to another lpstitute, · . even more strict, .withou� the authori'­
zauon of the Holy See. 

8. By the Vow of Teaching the poor gratuitously; one engages
on�'s self to refrain. from .requiring or receiving anything 
whateyer from them ,in payment- for the ,instruction given 1• 

1 Rescript of Feb. 1_2th, 1901. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

OF THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE VOWS 

43 

I. The . Simple V �w� of Poverty is a pro�jse • made to · G�d
to .forbid oneself, conformably to the · Rules,:; ;the iO:dependent 
and free disposal of. any temporal goods � of any obj�ct 
whatever having pecuniary value. · 

Thus, i� vjrtue of thi� Vow, a ·  Brother: _may no longer 
take or · receive' �ything whatever, k�ep "it, - give it away 
or make use of'it, . that is, �dispose of it in any �ann�r ,�hateve�' 
without · the permission of hi_� SuperiQr. • 

2. The Vow of poverty leaves the Brothers tbe bare owner­
ship of their prop�rty ; but it . forbids �hem to retain its_ admin-
istration, usufruct and use. 

. The Brothers must, before their first Vows, cede the admin­
istration of their prope�y to any one they think · proper� and . 
-freely dispose of the' use a�d usufruct of this property�

If. a Brother had omitted to make this cession and dispo­
sition because · he had no property, ·and if, su:t>sequently,. pr�p­
erty comeg into his possession_, or again, if, -�aving made it, 
he has to make a new one for other property newly acquire�, 

• he shall make or renew it, according to the i-µles given. in the
preceding paragraph.

. s� Thi� cession : and disposition . cannot -be afterwards
modified without the permission of the Broth�r S�perior . . .

If a Brother leaves the Institute, this cessim,i and disposition . 
• immediately ceases to have 'effect. . . • 

4. Likewise, the Brothers, before their ·first. Vows, shall
freely dispose by Will of all the property theyi actually possess, .  
or  may · subsequently possess. . • : :  • • 
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• • 18� The ceremony for making the Vows shall begin with
the Yeni Creator, th� y. Emitte and the collect Deus qui corda ;
then each· aspirant shall. pronounce his :Vows, kn�eling,on the
altarstep, holding a lighted taper in · his hand ·; after which .
he shall go to the Brother Sup�rior General or his representative,
. and, kneeling down, give him the formula· of Vows, kiss his
�and as a sign of obediene.e, and receive the accolade. If he
has in�e perpe�ual' Vows,· a Crucifix shall be given him after
the kissing of the hand. •

14. The ceremony shall be finished by • the singing of
' the Te Deum, followed· by the· ·yersicle and collect ; dunµ.g 

this time, ·the Brothers who have made perpetual _vows shall 
give the accolade to �he Brothers with perpetual Y ows present. 

15. The Vows shall be i:eceived by the Bro1sher, Superior .
. General, or, in his name, by one of his Assistants, or by the • 
Bro�her Visitor of the District, or if needs: be, by the •President 
of the retreat. The Brothers Directors of Novices can likewise 
receive the Vows of their novices. 

16. A renewal of piety shall take place every year through�
out · the Institute on the f�ast of the Most Holy Trinity. The 
ceremonial prescribed for the making of Vows shall be followed, 
with the-exception of the kissing of the hand ·and:the ac�olade. 

• The .A�hanasian Creed shall be added after the JT eni Creator. 

17. • The • pb�er of dispensing the ·Brothers • from 1 their 
Vows is reserv�d to the Sovereign Pontiff!. 

18. The . Novices shall be .carefully instructed ·on the
obli�tions imposed· by the Vows. 

1 Bull, Art. 9.
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Thus, in virtue of this ·vow, neither Brotb�r nor Commu• · i  

nity -may '.require or receive anything from the 'children of 
artisans and of the poor, or from their parents, . in _payment 
for the instruction given according to the Rule. 

9. The • ob�igation imposed by the Vow of teaching gra­
tuitously is restricted· to the children _ of ai:tisans and of the 
poor, or in a general mann�r, to the children of the people ; 
but the • Rule • extends gratuitousness of instruction, which 
it · considers as « essential to the Institute », to. all children 
indiscriminately ; and it prescribes that << the Brothers every- . 
where keep school� gratuitously >> and that « they shall , not • 
receive, either from tqe • pupils OJ from their parents, any 
money or· presents, however small, on any day or occasion 
whatever 1 >p.

CHAPTEll XIX 

• OF ·POVERTY

1. The Brothers shall not have anything _as their owri ; .
in  all - the houses everything shall • be in  common; even • the 
clothing and other things necessary for the use of the B��hers . 

. 2. The Brother Superior of the I�titute inay c�ange 
the h�bits, when he thinks proper. 

8. The Brothers shall not have anything for their , u�e
except . a New Testament, an bnitatipn of Christ, a ;Rosary, 
a Crucifix, the cross of which shall be of : ebony and �he image 
of copper, .and a small pocket-book ; these shall be given 
them during their Novitiate by him who is charged with 
providing £or the wants of the entire S�ciety . 

• 1 Rul�, Cbap. vu, 1; 11. Bull, Art. 5.
COMMON BULBS.'

• 1 . 
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4. •The Brothers who teach writing classes s.hall have,
'besides the foregoing, a. writing-case, in which • there shall 

c.. 
be a penkiiife and some pens, the us� of which they • shall 
have wh�le teaching a hig� class. 

5*. The Brothers shall ne�ther receive nor borrow any-
• thing from any one, not even from their relatives ; neither
shall they lend anything to any one ; and should anything
be given to the house for• their ·use, · the Brother· Director
shall . not allow them to use it�

6*. They - . shall not . take anythiqg • from one house to 
another, except the above mention�d things, -whieh they 
should have for their use. 

7. The Brothers shall always bear marks of poverty in
their clothing, provided it be decent, that is, not torn ; ·and 
they shall wear neither hat, robe, mantle, nor �hoes which 
are not like those of the others, . both in material and in 
shape� 

8. They shall not dispose of anything whatever, p.or give
anything to one another, without the order of the • Brother 
Directc;>r. 

�. They shall beware of having money in private, as 
one of the greatest faults a Brother could commit, and which 
alone would suffice to call down upon him the curse of God. 
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CHAPTER XX 

OF CHASTITY 

1 .  The Brothers should be convinced, that no one will 
be t olerated in the Institute, in whom anything exterior 
again�t purity has appeared. or appear.... , 

2. Tlu:rd'ore, their first and chief <-are, in regard to their
exterior, shall be to make chasttty :-.hine forth above all other 
,·i rtues. 

• 3. To prc•,<·rvc• this virtm· with all the care it rt�c1uires,
. I 

tlwy shall do two things : I .  Thc·y ,ha11 hold ·t.t-mpcrance
in eating and drinking in . _  high esteem. especially with re­

, gard to wine -an enemy <jf ch�tity - which they sh�ll ht' careful
to dilute well : �- Tlwy shall man if est great modesty in all
things

.a.. They ,Jmll he careful nevc-r to see nor allow them­
selves to be sec·n in a manner even the lea.�t immodest. 

5. The firsi garment they shall put on when rising, and
the last th�y shall take off on going to bed,. shall be their robe ; 
they s�1all never go to bed without drawen;. 

6. Two Brothers shall not sleep in the ·  same. bed ; if some'­

times they are obliged to · do so when trayelling, they shall 
go to 'bed without imdressing. 

7 . -They shall never touch ·one another even in play 
I 
or

through any kind of familiarity, this being very unbecom-· 
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, ing, and contrary to the respect which they owe to on� another, , . , , 
' , as well as against decency and , modesty. 

8 .  They , shall not touch their pupHs through playful• 
ness or familiarity, and particularly, they shall never �ouch them 

1 on the face. 

9 . When speaking to persons of :the , other sex, they shall
always keep ,�ome steps from th4:;m,· and never look them_ 
ste�ily in , the face. 'fhey shall never speak to. them but 
in • a very reserved manner, far fro� the · least liberty or 
famili�ty. 

10. 'The affability with which · they are obliged .to speak
to the mothers of the pupils, in order not to repel them, , .  . 

should not prevent them from maintaining this reserve in 
their rega:rd ; they shall be careful to finish with them . 

. in few words. 

CHAPTER XXI 

OF OBEDIENCE 

1 .  The Brothers · sh�H carefully ·and ab�ve all ' things apply 
themselves to become perfectly obedient, anc:J they shall be 
mindful never to obey but with views and motives of faith. 

2 �  They ·�hall be very exact to leave everything at the·
first sign of the Brother Director, with. the view that it is
God Himself who calls and commands them. 

' 

3. They shall not enter any place . without permission,
except' that wherein the actual exerc�se is taking place. 
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� .  'l'hey shall not leave the house, nor even the room 
in which the Brothers are, without permission . .  

5 . They shall not r�d • any book or paper, nor copy
anything, without the Brother Director's permission ; they 
may be allowed to copy hymns, the Rules and Practices 
of the Institute, arithmetic, catechism and all that is custom­
ary in . the Community. 

6 . The Brother Director ·· _shall never allow things of • this
kind to 'be copied excet>t duri�g writing time ; and he shall 
inform the Brother Superior of all the permissions' granted, . 
and to whom he has granted t�em. 

• 
. 

. . . 

7*. ·-,All the , books, whether Catechisms, spiritual books ·or 
ot,1ers, shall be given out by the Brother Director, no Brother 
being allowed the liberty of selecting, much · less of claiming 
any for himself, or reading in any others than those given him. 

8 . When they are in want of anything� theY: shall simply
lay • the matter before the Brother Director, without asking 

, for anything. They shall do the same in all their corporal 
infirmities. 

9 .  : They shall l).O� dQ anything without permission, how­
ever small or insignificant it �ppears, in order to be sure of 
doing the will of God in all things. 
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CHA.PTE:tt XXII 

OF SILENCE 

1 .  The Brothers of this Institute shall keep very strict 
silence (?Ut of recreation time, a�d they shall not speak to 
• one another for any reason whatever, without the permis-
sion of the Brother Director. 

• • 

2 .  When a Brother needs to speak out of recreation ·time,
either to another Brother • or to . a secular . person, )1e
sha11 theh . speak . only of what , is 'necessary, and he shall
especially observe th� (ollowing articles :

• 1.0. He . shall not -..p�·ak of what lia_s taken place in any of
the houses .of the Institute, or of the affairs 9f the h�use 
wherein he lives, or of the conduct of. the Brothers Directors. 

, ' 
• 2°. He . shall not speak of any of the Brothers, or of

t,1ose . who have been in the Society. Should any one speak 
to him �f either, or question him about . them, he · shall say 
that he niay not answer such questions, and that it is necessary 
to apply to the Brother Director . 

. • 8°. He shall not speak of himself,· his relatives, his native 
place, or of what he has done, except to persons for whom 
he should entertain t-ery speci�l re&pect, such as � Bishop, 
who might- question him thereon ; not wishing to be known 
but to God, and, as .. far as neqessary, to h�· Superiors. 

r 

4°. He shall not speak of e�ting or dimking, except with 
permission or by order· of the Brother Director, not making 
anything thereof known to others. than· his .Superiors� 
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5°. He shall not speak to another Brother but of what he 
has been ord�red or allowed by the Brother Director, without 
�ying anything · more. 

I 
• 

6°. When a Brother, even the :Brother Director, needs 
to speak, he shall do so in a low voice, and in few words. 

8 . The Brothers shall not . spt!ak, eith��, in the Oratory
• during the exercises which are there going on, or in the.refectory
during mep.ls, · unless it be to the Brother Dir�tor for some
urgent reason.

4. Tliey shall not speak to the Brother Director while -
going from one exercise to another, or • during the accusation 
and the advertisement of . defects, unless the matter is so 
pressing that it cannot be deferred, and then they shall · speak 
in few words. 

5. The Brothers shall carefully refrain from inquiring of
any Brother about. what has happened in any of the houses 
of the I�stitute, even with regard to any of the Brothers. 

6. When the Brothers go together through the town, they
shall not speak to one another, :unless it is ab�olutely necessary ; 
but they shall say the Rosf!,TY, each by himse.f, and, on their 
return, they shall give an account of what they said and did . 

. ,,. .. . . 

while out. 
7. When they go to school, they shall • not speak to . each

other, but shall, always say the Rosary altcmat!;!ly, both in 
going_ and returning. • 

8. They shall ' keep silence most rigorously from the time
of retiring at night until after l\fental �rayer next morning ; • 
they shall not speak even to the Brother Dire�or during this 
time, without an indispensable necessity. 

9. The Brothers shall be bri'ef in speaking! to the · parents
of the pupils. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

OF MODESTY 

1. It rnay be Gi.(.,in general, that, in all their exterior
actions, the �Id ma�1ifest great modesty and 
humility, together "(tft·the wisdom . befitting their profession. 
But, in order· t<?. have the modesty that becomes 'them; they 
shall especially 0bservc the following practices : 

. 2. They shall alw�ys hold their head erect, inclined slightly 
forward ; they shall not turn it round, nor from side to side ; 
and if necessity obliges them to do so, they shall . at the same 
time turn the ·�vhole body staidly and with gravity� 

8. They shall manifest· cheerfulness upon their countenance
rather than sadness, or any ·other ill-regulate!l passion. 

4. They shall usually have their . eyes cast down, ''{ithou:t
raising them unduly, or turning them sideways. 

5. They shall avoid wrinkling the forehead, and much more
the nos.e, in order · that . the composure .of the exterior, 
whi�h marks that of the interior, may be seen in them. 

6 . .  Recollection shall appear to the Brothers of stiqh great 
importance, that they · shall .consider · it as one of the principal 

• suppo:d;s of the Society ; and want of custody of the eyes,
as the sour�e of all kinds of disorder · in a ·community.

7. When speaking, especially to persons in �utho!ity and.
of distinction, and much more especially to _persons of the

Page 52

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



COMMON RULES 53 

• other sex, they shall not look them stea4ily in the face, but
be ve!"y re�erved in their regard.

8. They· shall not keep their lips too closely pressed together
or too wide fiLP�-

9. When • they ·have to . speak, they shall be · mindful of
the modesty which . becomes them and • the edification tµey 
should give their neighbour, both by their words and their 

-manner of speaking· ;  hence, they shall take care not to speak
too much, or too · loud, • or too. fast� and not to make a�y
sign or gesture either with the head . or hands�

10. They sha11 keep their hands quiet, and . their arms
becomingly folded ; they shall refrain from making • gestures 
with their hands when speaking, and they shall never have 
their arms hanging . down, nor keep their hands. in their pockets.

1 I .  They shall keep their feet nearly together when �t 
rest, without crossing them ; they • shall not keep their legs 
wide apart, nor stretch them out, nor cross them, • when 
seated. 

12. They shall walk staidly and in silence, with great
reserve in their • looks and in their whole exterior, without . 
swinging their arms to and fro, and without overhaste, unless
some necessity. should require it. � • 

18. When g�ing from exercise to exercise, they sha}! walk 
one after · another, in order to avoid confusion . . ' . 

14. They shall be • careful that their gestures and all their
bodily movements be such � to · edify · every on�. 1

COMllON Rt:LES, 9 
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15. If two -or three go out together, they shall. -�bserve
the order prescribed by the Brother Superio:..- or µirecto�. • 

16. Finally, they shall alwa� keep their clothes·neat. and
cleani and wear them with the propriety arid m�esty.:l1ecoming 
persons· of their profession.;.. . • • . • • • - • • 

RULE$ RELATING TO 11HE GOOD · ORDER

AND.THE GOOD GOVERNMENT OF TBS �

. CHAPr.ER·. XXIV 

OP THE SICK 

1. Application shall never be made to . relatives, and · no
• Brother . shllll: ever be allowed to have recourse .to - ·his owµ,
in any illness or infirmity whate�er, for remedi� or anything
else be' needs ; . but to each Brother shall be given all that is
necessary.

. 2*. It � not b� allowed to 'send sick Brothers to hos- �
pitals� .

8. Care �hall be taken that they have. a very charitable
Inftrmarian to minister -to all their wants wi�h affection and 
tendemess, and . who shall be careful to give them all suitable 

. medicine and nourishment at proper times ; they shall eve� 
be watched with during- the night, when nec«;ssary. 
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4. : The needs of the sick �hall always be attended to prefer­
_ably �o the needs _of those in. good health�

5. The sick, however, sha:11 take care not to complain,
should something be . wanting to them ; still, • if ll considerable 
time should elapse before they receive a .  pres9ribed rem'edy 
or means of relief, wliich they, believe useful to them, they 
·shall simply inform the Brother Director and . then _ remain
quiet and without a1ixiety in this respect, whether. it be given
them or . not .

. 6. The _sick shall obey their Infirmarian as their Director, 
since he is given them by Go� to direct t_hem . during
their iµness. 

• 7. They shall be attentive to bear their . illness with pa- •
tience, o�en calling to mind the patience . of our Lord JESUS
Cll'.RIST and of the holy �artyr�, so as to imitate them. 

8. They . shall animate themseh·es ·rtom time to time
with some good sentiment, if they. are. able ; if . they are not • 
able, they shall request the Infirmari�n to· do them: this kind 
service, .so that they may not lose sight of God, and that 
they may enter into His intentions. 

9. Care shall be taken to have them receive the Sacra-
• ments without too rµuch. delay, and to see that _they receive
-Extreme Unction �vhile • i_n possession of their ·fac�lties, so
., �hat it · may procure for them a greater abundance of grace,
and make them participate in i�s proper �ffects.

10. When a Brother is . in p.is agony, or supposed to be
. near death, all the Brothers, if they are not in •school, . shall • 
assemble and say th� prayers of the agonizing for him, in 
order to as.<;ist irt freeing him from the attacks of the devil, 
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which are . very strong and very violent at this time ;. and to 
contribute as much· as they can towards procuri:ilg him the 
blessing of a happy death. 

11. Should a' Brother be taken with an illness which is
•

.

likely to last a long time, tlie Brother Superior of the Institute
shall be informed as soon as it is perceived, so that he may
take the· necessary means fo:r the restoration of the Brother's

- health.

12. The Brothers who are convalescent shall be �y careful 
to watch over themselves in order not to say or · do anything 
out of placef which would be contrary to the �ules and the 
good - order of the house. 

• 18*. The Br9thers shall not give any remedy out of
the house for any illness whatever ; if they know a remedy 
that is asked of them for an outsider, the. Brother Direcfor 
alone may give the . receipt or direct it to be given, without 
leaving the house or seeiµg the sick person for the purpose. 

14.- • The Brothers shall neither , watch with the sick nor 
attend wakes, outside the house. 

CHAPTER XXV 

OF - THE PBAYEBS TBA:T ABE TQ BE SAID FOB THE 

DECEASED BROTHERS 

I. The Brothers s� be buried with much simplicity, and
in keeping with the holy poverty of which theY:make profession . 

.2. The Brothers shall follow the corpse, having each a 
taper in �his hand. There can be no rule either for the number 
of tapers or the tolling o, the bell at the burial of the Brothers ; 
thes� matte�s shall be regulated by local customs. 
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s. When a Brother of the ·society� dies, ·the foll9wing
prayers shall be offered- for him :, 

4
_. 

For the -Brother Superior General, ·the · Mother House , 
shall have fifty Masses said ; the Office of the Dead, nine 

' ]essons, shall b� . recited ; all the Brothers shall receive Holy 
Communion the ·first and the fiftieth d�y • after his . decease ;
and, . during this interva1. the De profundis with the collect 
lnclina shall ·be reciteq after • the morning Mental Prayer. 

Each of the other houses shall have a Mass said for him ;­
the Office . of the Dead, nine lessons, shall also be reci�ed ; 
the Br(?thers shall receive Holy ,Communion the· first and the 
thirtieth day following the notice of his death ; and, during 
this . interval, th:e De profundis with,' the collect lnclina shall 
Qe recited after the morning Mental Prayer. The De profundis' 

. shall be recited twice_ in · the classes. 
The same prayers shall be - said for a Superior General 

whose resignation has been accepted. 

5. For an Assistant deceased in office, or whose resig­
·nation has been accepted, his house of residel).ce shall have.
thirty M�ses said ; the Office <>f . t,tle Dead, ninb lesson�, shall
be recited· ; the Brothers shall receive Holy Comm1,1nion the
first and the thirtieth day following his decease ; and, during
this interval, t;he De profundis with the colle<:t I nclina shall
be recited after the mori:iing Mental Prayer.

In each ·or the other houses the Office of the,Dea4, nine
. l�ssons, �hall be recited ; the Brothers shall receive Holy
Communion ; and, for ten days, the De profundis with th� 
collect lnclina shall be recited after �he morning Mental Prayer. 

The Institute shall . have ten- Masses a District said for hitn . .

6. For every deceased Brother, . the house in which he dies
shall have thirty ¥asses said ; . the Office · of the Dead, nine 
lessons, shall be recited ; the Brothers shall r�eive lloly 
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Communion the _ first · and �-he · thirtieth day. following his 
decease .; and, during this interval, the De profundis with the 

• collect lnclina shall be recited after the morning Mental Prayer.
The Institute shall have one hundred �asses said for him. · 

7. Three times a month the Office of the Dead, three
les�ons; .shall be recited in all the houses of the Institute· for 
the deeeased Brothers ; and, the d�y following each 9fftce, 
the De pro/undis with the coll�ct Deus venim • la,·gitor shall be 
said after the morning· Mental Prayer. 

8. ijesides the suffrages common to every deceased Brother,
those who have exercised the office • of ProC1Jrator General ' 
with · the Hoiy See, Secr�tary Ge�eral, Procurator Genera.I,. 
Visitor, or Director �f Nov.ices, shall be entitled to one hundred 
Masses . 

. . 9. TJte Coi;nmunions for. deceased Brothers, Junior Novices,. 
Relatives of Brothers, Affiliated _ Members, and Benefactors, 
shall' ,be offered . .  every" month and in the following orde� : ' the 
first six ·Communions of each month shall be offered for the 
Brothers, and the' seventh for the JQnior Novices, Brothers' 
Rel�tives, Mfili�ted Members, and Benefactors. After thanks• 
giving the De profundis . with the collect Deus venim largitor_ 
shall be recited. 

�o. Every Monday the Novices shall offer the Office of 
the Most Blessed Virgin for the deceased Brothers ;' and every 
day after Lauds they shall recite the De profundis with the 
collect Deus venim largitor, for the sam� intention. 

11. Every year, .during vacation, the Brother Director of
each· house shall select the most convenien� day for the anni­
yersary of all the deceased Brothers �nd Beriefactors. A Low 
Mass shall be said for th.em, at which the Bi:others shall assist 
and receive Holy Co�union ; after thanksgiving they shall . 
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. recite the De ptofundis with the collect ·Deus venim larg#or.
On the eve they shall recite the Office of the Dead, nine less�ns .

. 12. On the first • µoliday in Advent every house of the •
Institute shall have a Mass said for the Brothers' relatives
deceased during the year ; . the Brothers shall receive Holy

• . ComDlunion, and, after thanksgiving, recite the De 1/TO/undia 
."�th tire collect Deus venim largit01t. on· the eve they shall
recite the Office of the Dead, nine lessons.

13. In · houses wholly or partly endowed, the .Brothers
shall, on the first free day afte� All. Saints', have a Mass said
for the deceased Founder or Founders, at which the pupils

, of the endowed schoQl shall assist. Sho�d the will or donation
c�ntain other provi&ions on this subject, tltey must be men:­
tioned in the Coutumier.

14. The Brothers may, when requested, go to · the funeral
of the F��ers or principal· Benefactors of the house, or of

.' the Reverend Pastor or Confessor. Each Brother Director
shall indicate the .prayers to be said for them and request the
<;om�unity to offer one of • the Communions of the week
for them.

15 .. The Brothers may go to the funeral of their father and
. , mother, should they reside ih the same locality ; but ·care shall

be taken that this does .not happen.

16. When a Brother learns . of the death of His father or
mother, tlie Brothers of . th� house in which he resides shall
recite t!.te Office of the Dead, nine lessons ; and a Mass shall
be said, at which. the Brothers �hall receive Holy Communion.
After thanksgiving ,the De F,ofwndis · ·with the proper collect
shall be recited.

Page 59

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



COMMON RULES 

CHAPTER XXVI 

OF TRA YELLING . 

1. The Brothers shall usually travel on :foot and put up
at · hotels. They shall not lodge in . n,ionaster:�e�,. or iµ private 
houses, unless so ordered 1;,y the Brother Superior or Director, 
who shall give them' in writing the • roijie they are to 
follow. They shall not lodge with the relatives qf any of the 
Brothers of. the Institute. 

2. They shall not undertake any journ;y, except to go 
from one house of the Institute to another, ·or for the wants 
of the, Institute ; and they sh�l not go to any house in the 
town or country for recreation, even · on 8'!count of infirmity, 
unless it depends on the Institute. 

8. No Brother shall be sent alone to ttavel on foot; unless
it cannot be �voided, and unless he has be�n at least five years 
in ·the lµstitute, and is of very reliable behaviour. 

4. The food • of the Brothers in • travelling shall be frugal
and conformable to the manner of living followed in the 
Society, especially with regard to drink, which is a matter 
of very great importance. 

5. They s�all be careful . not to assoc!ate or form ,cquaint­
ance with anybody, nor to act with freedom or familiarity 

• with any person whatever, ·especially of .the other sex.

6. They shall daily -read a page in the New Testament and
a page in the ·Jmitation of Chri8t, which . shall _ serv.e for their
spiritual reading.
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7. They shall al,so, while walking,' make_ Mental Praye�
with as n1uch application as possible. 

8. They shall be careful to give _ edification wherev·er they
lodge, and to b�l1ave there, as well .as on the road, in a reserved 
and l;"eligious manner . 

. • . • .9. • The Brothers shall · not, when travelling, • change their 
route to call at any house of the . Institute, . witho11:t • the· order 
of the Brother Superior. 

• 10 . . • They shall not eat or drink within ·at least two leagues . •
of the house whence they set out ; and they shall not eat of• 
tener than four times a day, ,vithout an extraordinaey necessity. 

11. They • sha;Il take care that their conversation be sea:.
soned . with wisdom an� give edification :to 'others,. and that' it 
does not turn on subjects on which they l\fe not allowed to 
speak in ;th� . ho�s�. -

12. They shall always be together aµd not'leave one another 1 
• 

either on' · the road or �n the houses in �hich they lodge ; and 
when there are more· than . two, two sha.ll not be allowed to 
sepa:rat·e �rom. the oth�rs to converse . ·  privately ; above all, 
µo one shall be permitted to speak apart to �eculars. 

13. When they have reached the end· of their journey,. 

t�1ey shall haiid over to the -Brother Director whatever· money 
they have left, and· then give him an account of their expens�, 
:and of the manner in which they cond_µcted· · themselves on . 
their journey, according to the Directory drawn up for· the_ 

. purpose 1• 

1 Collection, D�rectory for Travelling, p. -225. • 

10  
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CHAPTER XXVII 

\JF LE i"T.ER.� 

1 *. Th� Br.<lther, shall write c\-·ery two inonths to the 
Brother Superior of the Institute, ·  according to the Directory .. 
The Brotn<"r Dir,•ctor shall writt" . even,. month. · giving an 
account, the fir�.t month. of his conduct and of the article� OU 

regul�ity, and t.�u\ ilext month, of t,he Bwthers and the school�. 
The Brothers �1-·•••l 111ay want to write, shall enclose their let�ei11 
with the Brother Director's when he give!-, . the account or his 
conduct. 

2. When the :flrothers write to the Brother Su))\�rior of
the Institute, the Brother Director shall collect a:ll their letters, 
put them in his own, and seal it in presence of all the 'Btot.here 
d�ring one of the �xcrcises ; and, when he receives the answer 
to these letters, he shall, in like manner, open the pa<-ket in 
presenc� of' all the Brothers, and give each his letter. 

8. The Brother..; m�-1.y write to the Brother Superior when ..
ever they think it necessary, . either for th� good of their 
souls, or for any other reason ; and, ,vhen they write to him 
out of the usual and ll.ppointed time, they shall not be oJ>liged· 
to give any reason ·therefor to the Brother Director ; they _shall 
ho·wever a.�k permission, which he,shall not refuse ; and when 
thev write to huu out of the time prescribed, they shall show 
the. address to the B�other 'r>irector. and these letters �hall be 
taken to th� po�t offfoe by the Rrother appointed for the purpose. 

+� . ;.\ ) l  lt;tt e� •iddrec;t.;.f.rl to the Brothers by outsiders
or h� Brothers of the Society. and all .thoi;;e they wrik, 
'-hall h(• read by the Brother DirC"c�tor before giving them to the 
Brother-;. or befort> sf'ndinj? them off. 
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T�e Brothers may freely send letters, exempt from all 
control : to the Holy See and its Legate in the country, to the 
Cardinal ·Protector, to their own higher Superior�, · · to the 
Brother Director of their house while he is absent, to the 
Ordinary _of the pla�e, . to the Brother Procurator General with 
the Holy See ; and from all these persons tpey may receive 
letters which must be delive�ed to them without. being opened·. 

5. When a Brother finds, in the house, a letter or ·note
which is. or ha� been_ sealed, he sha�l • be very car�ful not t.9 

read it, as, in ·doing so, he might be guilty of a considerable 
sin ; but he shall faithf�ly give it to the Brother Director. 

• '-rhe Brothers �hall do the same. witJi regard to letters or notes
�hich had not been sealed.

6. When a Brother has read a seal�d or .unsealed letter
not addressed to him. hut written to, or received from the

' Brother Superior, he who may know . t�e fact shall inform 
, tJ�e �rother Superior, to whom this case is reserved. 

• The, manner in which the.-Brothers shall aildresa the ·lellers which they write to 
the Brother Superior of the Institute : 

To the Most Honourable, 
The Most Honourable Brother N., Superior of the Brothers of the Chris• 

•tian Schools.

When they do not address them, they shall mrire al the head of their' lettera : 

The Most Venerable Brother N., Superior of _the Brothers of the Christian 
Schoo�. 

The matmer of beginning thieir leitera.:  

• l\ly: Most Venerable Brother, I t:ender you my most . humble i:espects and
obedience, as ·in duty bound l;>y the command or God. 

_The mamier of clOIJing them :

I am, with the most profound respect,• 
My Most Venerable Brother, . 

Your most humble and obedient inferior, 
Dated· .. : ...... , this ....... 19.. Brother N. 

Page 63

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



C011MON RULES 

CHAPTER .XXVIII 

OF THE STUDY ANll TEACHING OF THE CLASSJ:CS 

1. The Im,titute of the ·Brothers of the Christian Schools
extends its ,teaching to the Classics in order ·to conform to the 
august will of 0�1r Holy Fath�r, Pope Pius XI, �ested by 

. his letter to the Most ,ionoured Brother . Superior General, 
dated April \17th, 1928. 

But, as 1.t is �tated in the said letter, the Institute remains 
. • exclusively composed, a�cording to the .�I of its Founder, . 

of lay Brothers, and its principal object, as its first.glory, must 
always be th� School for po9r Children 'and . the teaching· of 

/ Religion, «Jonformaqly to . the Bull of Approbation . · pf Our 
Holy Father, Pope Bened\ct XIII : cc • The Brothers should_ 
�uike it thefr chief care to teach children, especially poor children, 
.those things which pertain to a good and Chrlatw,n life. » 

2. The 1\lost Honoured Brother Superior General and his
'council shall designate the establishments �f the Institute in. 
�hich• inst�ction in the -Classics . may be given. 

3. The Brothers Visitors, with the assent of the Regime,
ma)· authorize the · study: of the Classics, ac�ording to .. the 
necessities of' time and place, to the Brothers whom they th;ink_ 
suited for these studies. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

DAILY . EXERCISES * 

I �  The Brothers shall at all times rise at half-past four 
. o'cloc�. The Brother who rings for rising shall get up as 

soon as the · alarm strikes, not · 1ater than . a; quarter. past four ; 
and .  at the • first sound of the bell, the Brot�er Director, or he 
who is appointed, shall say in a l�ucl voice that may be heard 
by all : Live JESUS in our hearts ! and 'the other arothers 
shall answer : For ever ! This is the signal of tlie Community. 

2*. When the Brother appointe_d to · awaken the Commu-·­
nity has rung. �or rising, he shall take lights to the dormitories · 
when necessary. He shall do the same after evening prayer ; 
and c�re shall be taken that they "f:>e put out before a quarter 
past nine . .  • 

8. Forty strokes shall be rung for rising ; ·and for the. other
exercises_ that are rung fo.r in . swing, about twenty strokes ;' 
after which, twenty strokes shall be tolled for Mental Prayer, 
Holy Mass, the . examen, .supper and evening prayer ; thirty 
strokes shall be tolled for breakfast · and for retiring. 

I \ ·: 

4. The Brothers shall have a quarter of an hour for dressing
and · for making their beds. 

. 

• 5. At a quarter to five; thirty strokes shall be ·tolled, and
the Brothers shall go to the_ wash•roo�, but not before being
entirely dressed ; they shaJI there wash, and then, during the
time that remains, each shall read by himself in tbe imitation.
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6. -At . five o'clock vocal prayer shall be said for a q�a.-rter
of .an hour,; then the subject of meditation shall be read, 
and Mental Prayer made until six o'clock. 

7. Spiritual reading may be made either in the Ner.o 
Testament or in the Imitation ·rr'?ira a quarter to . sue until 
sbc o'clock ; Live JESU8_ ... shall be said at a quarter to six, 
and the O Domina• mea, etc., at six. Should they go to Holy 
M�s at six o'clock, they shall not say the O Domina mea 
until after Holy Mass. 

8. At six o'clock they shall assist at Holy Mass.

• 9*. F'rom the , time of Holy Mass until a quarter past 
seven, the. Brothers shall occupy themselves, in writing, Ol' in 
reading th� vernacul�r, Latirr, or letters ,\Titten .by hand, in 
order to become proficient therein ; all as.  regulated by • the 
Brother Director; and according. tQ the order he has received 
from the Brother Superior of the Institute. 

IO . .  Froi:u the first of November to ti.c first of February, 
they shall study !Catechism. in the morning, and write in the 

. afternoon until spiritual reading, which shall be made at 
half-pa.c;t five o'clock. The Brothers. of the high classes may 
<'Xercise themselves ii) reading letters written by hand, ami at 
arithmetic. 

11 . At a quarter pa&t seven o'clock the, Brothet"S shall
take breakfast . in ' the refectory, and during this tim�, there 
shall �e reading in the Management of the Christian Schools,
or' in a book of instruction. 

12. They shall begin to read the .1.l!a�gement .. of the
Christian ·schools on the first ' school day after . vaca�ion, 
aqd the morrow of the Ea!>ter holiday$ ; on both occasions, 
they shall read the first t�o parts cons�cutiyely from beginning 
to end, and during the remaining time they �hall read a book 
of instructim .. 
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18� No one . shall read for the whole time of a . meal, • 
but, at each meal; all �he Brothers shall take part in the 
reading� The Brother Director shall .read first, unless there 
are six other Brothers ; and all · shall read in turn one after 
another, when notified .by 'tlte Brother Director. 

14. After breakfast they shall go to the Oratory, ' where
they shall say the Litany . of the lloly. I�fant JEsus, to . �is­
pose themselves for going ,to school, and to ask of our Infant 
Lord �is . spiri�, in . order. to be able to communicate it to the
children confided to their care. 

15. After the Litany of the Holy ln(a�t ·JEsus the Brothers
who teach ·school- in the hquse, shall say the first three decades. 
of the Rosary kneeling, and thos� who teach schools o�tside, 
shall set out for them, and say the Rosary . while . going • 

• and retui;ning, both morning and afternoon. 

16 .. School shall begin at eight o�clock and finish only at 
eleven, including the _time' of Holy Mass at'ld the prayers, 
after which, the pupils shall be dismissed, two by. two, at � short • 
distance apart. 

� 7*. After school they shall study Catechism. 

18. At half-past eleven o'cl�ck, on fasting days ·as well as
on other q.ays, . they shall make the parti�ular • examen, after 
which they shall take dinner. 

19*. During din'ner they shall read : 1° In the Neu; Tes'­
tament, the Gospels and Acts of tire Apostles ; 2° The abridg­
ment of the life of a Saint ; 8° In a book. of piety ; and towards 
the end, some lines in the Imitation of Christ, consecutively� 
to the fourth book, which shall not be read. 
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20. After dinner all shall .take rec�tion together until
one ·o'clock, on fa.�ting dayH as well as on .other days. 

, ,  

21 . .  At one o'clock: the Brothers shall assemble in the 
Oratory to say. the Litany of St .• joseph, Patron and Protector 
of the Institute, to beg his spirit and assistance in the 
Christian education of. the children. 

• 22. T�en the Brothers who teach �ehool in the house
shall say the last three decades of the Ros..-y kneeling, and 
those who ·teach schools outside shall set out for them as in 
the morning. 

28. School shall begin in .the afternoon. at half-past one
o'clock, and end �t four. 

. . 
24. At four o'clock the Brothers shall . teach the pupils

Catechism 1• 

25. At half-past four o'clock they shall make the pupils
say the evening prayer slowly and distinctly, after which 
they shall make them sing a hymn, at · most · six stanzas, and 
then dismiss them. , 

26. On their return from school the· �rothers shall go
to the Oratory, . where they shall · make · a- short examen· of 
the faults they may have committed, and of their whole conduct
duri»g the da)·• 

. . 

fff, . Aft�r school · they shall study Cat�hism during the 
tio_ta. lbBJ; ;remains. until spiritual · reading. : • ., 

28 . .  �t half-past th·e o'clock, on fa.-..ting" dars &.'t well as
())1 ot)Jflr days,' the bell shall' be rung for 8pirit:ual reading, 
-�,·hi�l� ·a11 thr Brothers shall niake individuallv iri the exercise

j ' ,i ' ' ' w 

1 Rull, Art. li. 
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room, inorderto dispose t�emselves for Mental Prayer; and they 
sh�ll begin it by reading, in a �eeling position, half a page 

• in the New Testament�
' .  , 

29. When the weather is favourable, . spiritual reading 
may be made in the garden, after having ·said the 'Y eni aanctl}. 

' • 
80*. At six o'clock • the bell shall be rung for Mental 

Prayer, which shall be made until half-past six . 

. 81.  When the Brother Di�ector has not been able to make 
.Mental .Pray�r with the Community, he shall make it for a
quarter of an hour ati his ·bedside. after evening prayer, if he · 
has been unable to do so. before. 

82. At half-past �ix o'clock tJhey shall .make the accusation
ffild then ta�e supper. 

88. During· supper .they shall read 1°. In the .New Tes­
tamen:t, the Epistles of the Holy Apostles and the Apocalypse ;

' . . 
2°. A chapter of the History ofthe Holy l!ible ; 8°. In a book of 
piety, and tow&trds the end, some lines in th� lmitati"!l of
Christ .. 

84. Aft�r supper all shall take recreatio� together until
eight o'clock. 

. 85*: At eight o'clock the Brothers shall assemble in the 
e?".ercise room, .where they shall. study Catechism. 

86. At half-past eight o'clock evening pray�r shall be said
in the Oratory, after which the subject of mental prayer for 

. the next day shall be read. 

87. At nine o'clock the · bell for retiring shall be rung ;
,.. all shall then go to �he dormitories, .and be in bed at a quarter 

pa.4,t nine. 
. 

t:O!UIO:-l Rt' LES. 1 1  
l ' .,. J 

t, 

• , I 
,. .:,.":�·• '. ... · .'• 
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CR.APTER XXX 

SPECIAL EXERCISES FOR SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 

I. On Sundays and Feasts, after Mental Prayer, the
Brothers shall assist at Holy Mass, at which . all shall receive 

• lloly Communion ; thanksgiving. shall then be made for half
an hour.

2. On their return from Holy Mass, the , Bl".others shall
read . � chapt�r of the New Testa1heJ1;t with ·  an explanation
thereof, and they shall confer thereon until eight o'clock.

8. At eight o'clock the Brothers snail take • breakfast
and then go to th_e Oratory, where they shall say the Litany · 
of the Holy Infant JEsus ; after which, the Brothers who 
teach school in . -the house shall say the first three decades 
of the Rosary ; , those who are to assist at the parish �ass with I 
their .pupils; shall leave the house. after the Litany arid say 
the Rosary while .going and returning. 

I 

• 4. After the Rosary those who remain in the house, if any,
• 

I 

shall write until half-p�st nine o'clock. 

5. At half-past nine o'clock , they shall study Catechism.
, I_f there is not time enough for writing, they shan • prefer the 

study of Catechism to writing. 

6. They shall ma.ke spiritual reading for half an hour
on Sundays and ·Feasts, before or after High Mass, if there 
is time. 

7. At eleven o'clock the bell shall be rung for the �amen,
• after which they shall take dinner.
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8 . After dinner they shall take recreation until half-past
twelve o'clock, even though the bell f�r the examen had b_een rung 
after eleven, in consequence of the lateness of the parish Mass. 

9. At half-past twelve o'clock they shall assemble in the 
Oratory and say the Litany of St. Joseph ; then, the Brothers 
who teach school in the house shall say. the last three d�cacles 

• of the Rosary, and those who go to schools outside shall set
out for them to teach Catechism, and say the Rosary while
going and returning.

IO*. At one o'clock the Brothers · shall begin C�techism, 
and teach it until half-past one, by questioning on the principal • 
Mysteries 1 • 

• 11 *. At half-past one o'clock they shall begin the Cate­
chism on a special subject, which shall be taught for an hour 1• 

12. At half-past two o'clock the prayer �hall be said,
after which the pupils shall be taken to church to assist at 
Vespers, if it can be done conveniently ; if not, they shall 
be dismissed, s� as to assist thereat in their respective parishes.-

IS. While the Brothers are teaching Catechism, if any 
remain in the house, they shall study and recite it. 

·u. In places where Vespers are sai� at two o'clock, Cate­
chism shall be taught at half-past twelve o� the principal 
Mysteries. At one o'clock, it shall be taught on a special 
subject until two ; and the prayer shall not be said. At two 
o'clock the pupils shall be · taken to Vespers. 

, 15. After Vespers th,e pupils shall be -sent ho�e, ·and 
the Brothers shall perform the ex'ercises omitted in the �g. 

1 Bull, Art. 17. 
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16. In places ,vhere Vespers are said · at half-past two·
o'clock, Catechism shall .begin at hal(-past twelve, anc;l the 
prayer shall be said at two. After Vespers the Brothers shall 

, say the three decades of the Rosary, and employ th� ti�e 
remaining· until · four o'clock . in studying Catechism�

. .  

17. The Brothers who do not as.3ist at. Vespers with' the
pupils in the parish churches, shall go to the Oratory at half­
past three o'clock and· re_cite Vespers and Complfue· of the 
Office of the Most Blessed Virgin ; should they finish 
before fqur o'clock, they shall remain in the Oratory until the 
clock strikes four. 

18. At four o'clock, . on Sw1days and Feasts, they shall 
take recreatio11 until · a quart�r · to five. 

19 .. At a quarter ·to five they shall make spif:itu .. reading . .

20. At half-pas� five �her �h�l make �erital Prayer.

21. At six o'clock there shall be conferenQe until half­
, past six. 

22. When there are several Feasts in the week, the Brother
Director shall giv� a conferenc.e on Sunday . ·and on �he principal 
Feast ; and when he cannot give a conference, he shall have a 
good book 1:.ead, and then a.,k the views of some of the Br�th�rs, 
in form of conference. 

28. At half-past _six o'clock they shall make the accusa­
tion, take supper, and perform the remaining exercises as on 
other days. 

24. • On Sundays, Catechism shall be taught at ei�ht o'clock
in the evening ; the Brothers interrogated shall not ask 
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any question of him who is teachtng the Catechism ; they shall 
answer with much wisdQm and modesty. The Brothers shall 
�each it in turn, after havi�1g prepared themsel':'es to do so. 

CHAPTER XXXI 

SPECIAL EXERCISES FOR HOLIDAYS 

I. When the Brothers give holiday all day Thursday, they
shall t-each Catechism Wednesday afternoan for an hour. 
from half-past three o'clock until half-past four ; and in winter, 
when prayer is said at four o'clock, they shall teach it from 
three .to four : half Btn hour on the principal Mysteries, and 
half an hour on the subject of the week. 

2 . .  When they give holiday in the afternoon only, they 
·shall shorten the lessons in the morning and teacli Catechism .
the last half hour of school - this cannot be the same every­
where, because of · tp.e Holy Mass, which. the pupils do •
not hear everywhere at the same hour - and Catechism shall 

_be taught on the subject of the wee�.

. 8. On half hoiidays they shall make thE: examen at half-
past eleven o)clock, as on ordinary days.. Those· who have . 
�ot finished the Rosary, shall be careful to do so. 

, 4. The days on which there will be holiday all day, they 
shall, at six o'clock, read for a -quarter of an hour i� the fourth 
book of fhe Imitation ·of Chr�t, to dispose themselyes for 

,,. Holy Communion . 
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5 . .  They shall assist at 1:Ioly Mass, at which they shall 
receive Holy Communion, and make thanksgiving for half 
an hour ; should anv one not receive Holy Communion� 
he shall remain, during this time, in sentiments of. adoration 
hef o�e the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

6. At a quarter pa.(jt seven o'clock they shall tak� br�ak­
fast, after which they shall say the L_itany of the Holy Infant 
JESUS. 

7 . .After the Litany they shall study Catechis:m for half 
an hour ; they shall then exercise themselves in writing, 
ari�hmetic and 'ortpography, until half-past ten o'clock. 

8. At half-past ten o'clock ·they shall say the Rosary and
n1ake spiritual reading until half-past eleven ; they s�all then · 
make th� �xamen, after ,vhich they shall take dinner. 

9. They may go to the sermon, in the morning, on {1olidays
during Lent and Advent, provided they can hear it in a, very 
near church. 

IO*. After dinner they shall ta�e recreation until one 
o'clock ; they sha,11 then say ·the Litany of St. Joseph, and 
immediately after they shall take a walk, if the , weather 
permit -; if not, they shall converse together and take recrea-

• tion in the 1-iouse.

11. They may read, . during part of recre�tion time of
holidays, in books indicated by the Brother Sup�rior, such 
as The Flower of EQJO,mples, Fat,her Binet; Travels iti, the Holy 
Land, The .J.ll.arlyrs of Japan, and others which may recreate 
the Brothers in an edifying manner. 

12. On all holidays recreation shall finish at half-past five
o ·clock, in :order to make spiritual reading, Mental Prayer
and the · other exercises, as on school days.
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CHAPI'ER XXXII 

WHAT IS TO �E DONE ON THE FIRST SCHOOL 

DAY AFTER. VACATION, ALL SAINTS' DAY; ALL SOULS' DAY, 

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS' ° DAY · '

I . On the first school day after vacation the Brothers
�hall rec�ve Holy Communion at the Community Mass, in 
order to beg of God the light and grace they need to instruct 
their pupils well, and to qring them up and conduct them 
in th,e spirit of Chris�ianity. 

·2. On All Saints' Day the Brothers shall make spiritu�
reading at a quarter past .four o'clock ; at five, they shall 
make Mental Prayer until half-past , five,,. and then have 
conference until six. 

1 

3. Those who have not assisted �t Ve8pers for the Dead,
shall fulfil this duty in �he house. 

4. At six o'clock they shall take supper, and then take
recreation until half-past seven. 

5. At half-past seven o'clock they shall recite :Matins of
the Office of the Dead, as far as Lauds. 

6. On .All Souls' Day, after l\-lental Prayer, the Brothers
shall recite Lauds of the Office of the Dead, with the co11ect 
F-ideli·um. 

• 7. They shaU receive · Holy' Communi<>n ,on that day for 
the souls in Purgatory. 
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8. After breakfast they shall say ·the· Litany of the Holy
Infant JESUS, and spend the rest of the day as they spend 
Thursday, when there is �oliday all day. 

.Christmas Eve and. Christmas Day. 
I 

9. 0n · Christmas Eve they shall make spiritual . reading
at �If-past four o'clock. 

10. At · five o'clock they shall make Mental ·Prayer, and
at half-p�t five, the . accusa�ion ; they ·shall - then ta�e· colla­
tion, after . which they · shall take recreation·; should .the 
Brothers need to 'war� th�mselves, they shall do so.in silence. 

11. At half-p.ast six o'clock they shall say eveniilg. prayer,
after which they shall go _to bed ; and the bell for retiring 
shall be tolled at • seven. 

12 .. At ten o'clock ' they shall rise. At �alf-past ten they 
shall go to the Oratory, where tlhe subject of Ment�l Prayer· • 
shall be read, immediately after which they shall go to church, 
s� as to be at the beginning of Matins ; they shall there make 
Mental Prayer until. High Mass, at which the Brothers shall 

• • assist and r�ceive Holy Communi�n.
18. While Lauds are sung _the Brothers · shall make their

thanksgiving, and then return to the house, where they shall
say the Lita�y of the Holy Infant JEsvs ; they may then,
in silence, warm themselves for a quarter of · an hour, when .
it is cold.

14. On Christmas Day the Brothers • shall . rise at sjx
o'clock ; at half-past six, they shall say vocal prayer and then 
make Mental Prayer u�til seven. 

15. At . seven o'clock they shall assist · at ' .the Mass I of
.• - daybreak, which is the second High Mass. If a second High

M�s is not sung, they· shall assist at a Low Mass at the most
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convenient ·hour, after which ·they shali -return- to .the house • 
and _say the Litany of the H�Iy Infant JESUS. 

I ' • • 

• 16. They shall go to ·the third High ·Mass, ·when the· ·bell · 
rings for it� ·anci- ·spend ·the rest of the forenoon ,as they do

'. other .Feasts. 

17. As they do .not teach cat�c.his�, .they s� :take
recreation until two ,o�clock, unl/es,s they gc;, to the senno:n .. ; 
after ·recreation they shalls&y .the Litany of.St. Joseph _and ·t�
the Rosary. • 

• • 

18. The .exercises ·that:followshall be performed as on other 
feast days. 

19. At half-past sev:en o'c�ock the Brothers shall say :eve•
ning prayer. At .. eight o'cl'?·ck the ·bell shall-be rtmg_lor -retimng. 

CHAPTER XXXIII 

' WBA-T IS -XO BE DON£ ,THE ·EMBER DAYS, VIGILS, , ' ,  . 
DURING LENT, ON ST� MArrmIAS'S DA.'Y, 

THE F.£AST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST i,LESSED 

VIRGIN ANI> OF THE GREAT ST. JOSEPH 

� -1� There are four .. times in .:the _year when three :fasting 
d�ys, Wed�esday, ·Frid�y-and·Saturday, occur in t�e same.week . . 

2. The fir� time. that these fasts occur every ye&l", they
coincide with th_e .. �t week of Lent, and thus· there -is .nothing 
special regarding thc

i
Brothers' obsel".V�ces apart frqm· tho�� 

of Lerit. The second time,,· they fall on the ·w ednesdSf:,. 
Friday a�ci S��y ,within 'the : octave of �entec·ost. The 

COIUIOR RUJ,RS. t2 
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third tiine, they fall on the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
following the feast of �he Exaltation of the Holy Cross, w�ch 
is celebrated on the 14th September. The fourth time, they 
occur in the third week of Advent. 

8. The Brothers who are employed in the schools shall
npt say · the Litany of the Saints· in their houses, except on . 
the Ember Days of the month . of September, which occur 
during vacation, because: each Brother has it said in school 
in the mon1ing, immedil\tely after the opening prayers; as 
indicated in the book of Prayers used in the Christian Schools. 

4. On fasting days and in .. Lent, even on Feasts, the examen
' shall be made at half-past el�ven o'clock, and recreatio� shall 

end at one ; but on Sundays in Lent, the bell shall be rung 
for the ·examen at eleven o' ciQck, a� at other times of the year, 
because Catechism . is taught after dinner ; .the remaining 
exercises s�all be performed . at the same hours as on other 
days. 

The Fea8t of St. .Matthias and . of the Annunciation 
of the illo�t Blessed, Virgin. 

5. When the feast of St. Matthias and of the Annunciation
of the Most Blessea Virgin occur drµ-ing Lent, the Brothers 
who teach school.., shall remain for Vespers with their pupils 
after High Mass, and recreation shall finish at one o'cl�ok. • 

6. At half-past one o'clock they shall begin Catechism�
. and finish it at three ; then prayer shall be said . as· usual�
after which the Brothers shall take the pupils to Compline, 
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· ir 'it is ·not said· .later than about: half-past t�; sltolddJt 'be·
• said later, they shall- make · them say tbJ!ee- decades ·of· tilie 
.Rosary.

7. In places where ·the Brothers· take tlie pupils :tofYesp�rs.
ip. chapels of Religious :whp• <lo not say :eomplin.e'. -until or 
towards evening, those Btotliers who did:not assist :at ·C�inpli�� 
with· their ·pupils, shaU ,ie.ci�e .CompJi.ne• of· the Most .Blesse«i 
Virgin in the ·house. 

·8. They shall spend the rest of ·these two days. •:as:-tiliey. do 
other Feast days. 

T_he Feast· ·of' fhe :greal, St. .Joseph. 

9." On the feast· of St.. Joseph, :.Patron and. IP-tote�:-.;!! 
the Institute, after the morning -Mental P::ray,er·· there :sha:U·· 
be. p.ublic reading iu the New , Testament, and then -repetition 
and. �planation. until • half.:past seven· o'cloc� ; ·�en,_ the· 
BN»tb�rs �hall �ad a chapter in the fourth-book of,the·J� 
of Cl,,rut to dispose themselves for Holy ColJ),m.unia� -�ftm, 
which they shall say the Litany of the Holy Infant J'ESUS� 

10. They shall l;\-<tSist at Holy l\fa..f.is at. -the -most :eon;v,enient.
hour, and they ·shall have· a Mass sa;id1 for the C@mlll\Uli�, 
at which -the Brother�- shall .recei'Ve, Holy . Communion- ; on the)i, 
return to the house they shall study_ and. reci�e ·Catechis.m:. 

H� At te�- o'clock . they s�all -m�e :spitjtual ·readi�. -and . 
. �t half'-pa&'t ·tefl:, Mental Prayer. 

12. When this �Feast occurs in �ent, �ey 1.shall· eei� 
Vespers of the Most Blessed V�gin at eleven e':clocih should,, 
it occur after Easter, they shall �e the exam.en. at -eleven,. 
o'clock .; and· after .dinner they shall do -as -on, Fe�� of: obJi .. . .
gation spent in the house. 
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13. After dinner, during Lent, they . shall take recreation
until three o'clock. 

14. At three- o'clock t�ey shall say the Litany of St. Joseph
and then the Rosary ; after which they shall read in the New 
Testament, each by himself. 

15: At four o'clock they shall recite Compline ' of the 
Office o� the Most Blessed Virgin. 

16. After Compline they shalt' take recreation u:ntil a •-
- , I 

quarter to five, then make spiritual reading and spend the . 
rest of the day· as they do ot�er feast d�ys·. 

CHA.l1TER XXXIV 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE ON THE LAST THREE DAYS 

OF HOLY WEEK 

1. In Holy Week, from Wednesday to Saturday inclu­
sively, the Brothers shall say the Offic� of the Church. 

2. On Wednesday at four o'cldck, they shall say · the
Office of Tenebrre, which, on that day, usually lasts until 
half-past six. Should it be finished earlier, they shall inake 
spiritual reading after the Office. 

8. At half-past six o'clock �hey sha�l make Mental Prayer.

4. At seven o'clock they shall m�ke the accusation, which
shall he fQllow_ed by . collation ; after which, recreation· shall 
be taken until half-past ei.ght. 

, 5. On Wednesday at collation,. and Q� Holy Thursday 
. and Good Friday at both meals, grace befo:re meals shall 
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-not. &e said. but only· : Clwistu, f a,:tu, ,eat F.O· .t10.bis;,,ob.eiliim,a 
�IJ'UC ad ,no,:tem,. followed, by the entire Paler .'1UJ81,t!,r·.in'. a lew ·
voice -;. then the Brother nirector shall giv.e the· :mgnat to 
sit down by. striking his, hands'. together. 1llie. J�oBqmne. shall
not be said! - 1;1pr·, at .. the end1 of the. reading, the Xu autem. 

•
1 6 .. For gy:ace -after meals the Cliri8tu shall h"ke. be 

said� · followed. by the entire Pater Mater · in. a.. low. YGice ;.�'.tlhen,. • 
while going to·•· t,e Oratoey, the. Brothe�- shaU s&y .. alternately 

. the psalft}. Miaerere,, which- being, ended� the Brother Directer, 
omittmg 0remus; shall say the collect Respiae, . and_ :then, 
begin the. �spir�tions to Jesus_ suffering. : Je81#, paor <md­
,a.bjecA etc� 

Holy_ Tkutsilai. 

7. On· -Holy Thursday,. at six o'clock in. -the rQoming; 
inuµedia:tely after Mental P�ayer; they. shall reci� P,rime,,_ . 
Tierce, Sext and None, which shall finish at sev.en. 
' . •  ' . 

\. 

·s� • At seven o'clo�k the� .shall be pu�Iie rea4uig, in the 
New Testo,me�,- and · then. repetiti9n .�d· expb\natfo& . • 

9. At eight o9clock .the Brother..s, shall assist . at ao1y. Maas,
at which they shall rec.eive Holy Communien and· then- make: 
.thanksgiving for half an hour .. 

. IO� On their return, from Holy Mus, they shall. :make·. · ·  
spiritual reading. 

n .. At haif.;p_�t ten o'clock they shall mak:e· Mentd P.ltaF,· 
until ·eleven. 

12. At eleven o'clock they shall say Vespers ..

18. At half-past . eleven they shall make the �en- and' 
then take dinner. 
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14. On these two days the us,ual books shall not be re�
at table, but only the Passion of our Lord JESUS CHRIST
according to the four Evangelists ; . which being finished, th�re 
shall be reading in the History of the Holy Bible, beginning 
at the La.c;t Supper. 

15. On Thursday at dinner, they shall reija the Passion 
. of our Lord JESUS CHRIST according to St. Matthe\Y, which 
is related in the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh chapters ; 
they shall _ begin by saying : Th� ·Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to St. Jlatth1•1.0. They shall . do in like manner 
at the other meals, withoui naming the .chapters. 

16. On Thursday at collati9n, and on Itriday at both
meal�, to the wrsicle Christus factus est, etc., they shall add : 
JI ortl'm aut tm Cmcis. 

17 . .  On Holy Thursday, at · collation, they shall read the
Passion according to St. Mark ; then. as at dinner, they shall 
read only the Hfator11 of tlu· Holy Bible, beginning where they 
left off. 

18. On Friday during dinner, they shall read the Passion
accordir,gto St. Luke; andatcollation, that accordingtoSt. John ; 
and they shall continue . the reading of the History of the Holy 
Bible to the burial of our Lord inclusively. 

19. 0� these two days they shall not say the Litany of the
Holy Infant JEsus or that of St. Joseph. There shall 
he no recreation at noon or in the evening, and very strict 
silence shaU be kept d�ring the whole day. 

20. On- Holy Thursday, · immediately after dinner, they
shall ,read public1y the thirteenth, fourteenth, . fifteenth, 
sixteenth and seventeenth chapters of the Gospel of St. J olm ; 
then the Brother Director shall give a conference on the union 
that should exist and be maintained among the Brothers ; 
this exercise should continue until two o'clock. 
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21 .. At, two o'clock, the Brothers ·shall; individually, beg 
pardon · of one another �(the Brother . Directer beginning}, for 
the trouble · they caused, and the �ad example-they gave one· 
another, hi. these terms . : .1.H-y very dear Brother, I .�at hlu,mbly 
beg your. pardon . for the trouble I have caused · yoi., and /or 
the bad emampu r I haf!t given you, since 1 have had 'the happiness 
0.f being wit9, you in Community. ,J beseech you,,to pray Oust 
God m,ay .grant me the grace of forgweness, ·and I 'beg ofyou also 
to forgj,ve me. 

22. When · they • beg _pardon · of the BPother -I>uector; in­
stead of saying : for the bad-e1JJ1J,mple; thE;Y shall say : for. all 
the disobedience of m�ich .I have been guilty in your regard. 

28. After this �erci�e • they shall ·sa.y Compline, and .should
any�imere�ain·before three.o'clock, they shal111eadindividually 
in the Ne'UJ Testament or in the Imitation. A't three :_o'clock · 
they shall make Mental Prayer� 

·24. At half-past three 9'clock they shall ·s'!-y Teliebr� 
after which they s11all make ·spiritual re�ing. 

· 20. At six o'clock, they shall make Mental Prayet. 

26. At half-past six o'clock · they shall make · the accu­
sation and then take collation. After the Aspiration� to • 
Jesus suffering they shall say the Rosary ; at the end . of each 
·decade; iµ.stead of the Gloria .Patri, those on one · side shall
say : Christus fo.ctus est pro· nobis •obediens usque ad .f!Wrtem,
and those on the other side : Mortem, autem qrucis. 

27. After the Rosary, sbould the house be near a chur.ch,
, they · sh�ll go there to .adore the· Most ··Blessed , Sacrament of 
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• the Altar ui,1til towards half-past eight o'clock ; otherwise,
they sha1l fulfil this duty in the house.

28. At half-past eight_ �'clock they shall say evening
prayer as usual. 

Good, Friday. 

29. On Goop Friday, after morning Mental Prayer, they
shall recite Prime, Tierce, Sext ·and None ; then, should the 
housf! be near a church, they sh�ll go and adore the Most 
Blessed Sacrament ; otherwise, they shall fulfil this duty • in 
the house. 

30. At eight o'clock, if there is a sermon, in the church in
which they'usually hear Holy Mass, they shall go and hear lt ; 
they sh�ll go sooner, sho�ld it begin earlier ; • otherwise, they 
.shall· - read in public the Passion of our · Lord Je8U8 Christ 
according · to St. John ; this being finished, the Brother Di- · 
rector shall give a conference on the subject of the Passion of 
our Lord ; then, if any time remain� before the Office, they shall 
make ;piritual reading. 

81. At nine o'clock they shall go to church �� assist at
,the Office. On their return, they shall say th� hymn _Ve;cilla 
Regis•prodeunt, and repetf,t three time.� 0 Crwc _ave . spcs unica ,· 
then all the Brothers, in recollection and in a spirit 
of adoration, shall go one after a.pother to ado1·e the holy • 
(.ross of our Lord, pJaced on a cloth on .the altarstep in the 
Oratory. 

32. Should -they have adored the Cross in church, they
shall not perfornf this exercise in the house . .  

88. .After· the -adoration they sl:iall say Vespers.
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�4. • Vespers being finished, they shall make the examen, 
after which they _shall take dinner. 

35. On . Good Friday . a portion of peas only shall . be
given · ;  and, in the evening no dess�rt shall be served at · 
collation. 

36. After_ dinner they shall go to the exercise roo�, where
the tl,dvertisement of' tl�e defect� of the whole year shall ·take 
place ; then they f'ihall say the 'Rosary. If any time remains 
before half-past two o'cloek, they shall rea� individually in the 
New Testanient. 

37. At . half-past two o'clock · they shall make Mental
Prayer until three. 

38. At three o'clock they shall say Compline ; whicb
being finishedt they shall read a little in the I mitai,ion. 

39. , At half-past three o'clock they shall say the Office
of Tenebrre, which being fiJ!ished, if any time remain_s befo;re 
six,' they �hall make spiritual- reading. 

40. At six o'clock they shall make Mental Prayer.

41. At half-past si.x o'clock they shall m�ke the accu­
sation and tak� �ollation, after which they shall go to the 
exercise room where the explanation of the Passion of our 
Lord JESUS CHRIST according to St. John; shall be read, 
wi!h repetition and_ conference until eight.

42. At eight o'clock they shall go to the Oratory, where
• they shall say the Seven Penitential • Psalms ; which !,Jeing

finished, they shall say, kneeling, the Litany of the Saints,
with the versicles and prayers • following. Should any time
be left before half-past eight, they shnll remain in reco�lection
in the Oratory.

_ ..i.3. At half-past eight o'clock they shall say evening
prayer as usual.

C 0 7o1 \I U �  R U L E S •  13 

Page 85

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



• COMMON RULES 86 

- Holy Sa�urday.

. 44. ()n Holy • Satur�ay, •. afte�·- formng • Mental Prarer, . .  
they shall reci�e Prime, Tierce, Se:,n �nd Nope. • 

45. At _ seven �•elock· tbere· .sh�� - be public reading_ i� .the
Nea, Testament, ".rith repetiti_on- and explanation .. 

46 . •  At ei�ht ·o'cloc�_ they �hal_l �ake spiritual reading :unti� 
· a .quarter _to nine . .  • _

47. · At - a  quarter to. nine o'clock, tpey shall s�y the Rosary•
and . then hear · .  HQly . Mass, at which they .shall r�ceive 
Holy Communion . and mak� .thanksgiving :ror half ·.an . hour ;
after which, .should any. time . remain, . th�y shall ·reacf in t1)e
J ,nitation ·of Christ. 

. 48. ·.At half-p�t eleven o'clock,theyshall m�ke the·examen •
a1�d then take dinner. 

• • 

49. At one o'clock they sh�ll s�y the·•Litany .of·St�· J��eph, •
after wliich '.th�y. shall take recreation in the. h�use ahd. spe�'d • . 
the rest of th� day as �hey do- holidays. 

50.' During these • tbre� days. what · cannot be • done .before, ·
shall be done l\fter Holy Mass . .
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CHAPTER XXXV 

\VHAT IS TO BE DONE ON THE FEASTS OF EASTER, 

PENTECOST, TH� llOST HOLY TRINITY, C_ORPUS CHRISTI, 

AND ON FEASTS OF DEVOTIOS 

I. On Easter Sunday the exercises shall be pe�formed
as· on Sundays and other Feasts. 

2. They shall finish . recreation at t'fO , o'clock, and then
say the Litany or' St. Joseph �nd ' the Rosary. 

3. On Pentecost Eve they shall teach �chool in the after7noon. a11d Cat�chism ftom • half •past �hree until half-past four
o"clock� as on the eves of holidays. 

'• 

4. On Pentecost Sunday the exercises shall be tbe same -� • • . l 

as on Easter Sunday. 

Tlie Eve and the Feut of the .1.llost Holy Trinity. 

·5. Qn the eve of the feast of the Most Holy Tril)ity they
shall te�h only Catechisn� in the afternotjn; from half-p� 
one to three o'clock. 

_ :,6. ' They _;·shall • ·make spiritual readi�g .from a quarter to 
• five _ :'mtn . .  ��l��P���. -.�v_e,_ - �1.1.� th�n - 1\�e.�l���- . Pra:yer until six
o�clock. ' .  The1�" the 'Br(�ther· ·rnr�cto� shall gh"e a - conference ;

• if not; there shall b� reading i,n Rodriguez, on the Vows.
' , • • I , • 

, 
• 
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7. On the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, at the most
convenient' hour • in the niorning� Mass sh.all pe said for the 
Community, at which the· Brothers shall receive Holy Com­
munion. 

8. After thanksgiving the �rothers, lut;ving , returned · to
th� house, shall renew their Vows ; ·with this exception, the 
exerqises . shall be the . sai;ne as on St. Joseph's day. 

. . 
, 

The Fea8t of Co,-pus Christi: 

_9 • . On the feast of Corpti� Christi and during the Octave,
the Brothers shall, every day, go to church at thf! most con­
venient .ti�e, to adore the Most Blessed Sacrament � together 
for a full quarter of an hour. 

10.: ·During the Octa.Ye the Brothers shall assist at 
Benediction of the Most ;::Hlessed Sacrament, an�, for this 
purpose, omit • the evening Mental Prayer ; they she.JI be 
ea.l'.eftil to, be in 9hurch among the first, and not to leave until 

, . .  a.t'ter the throng, so that .they may be there at leas� ha� an h�ur.

FeaBta of Devotion. 

11* .. On the feasts of the Mysteries of Qtlr Lord JEsus 
CHRIST, of the · Mo�t Blessed Virgin and others, not of _obli­
gation, such as the f�asts of the Transfiguration, tqe Exal­
tation of the Hoiy Cross, the Presentation and the Visitation 
of the · Mpst · Blessed Virgin, holiday shall be given all day 

• instead of Thursday. The· Brothers shall receive Holy Com­
munion, and do, in the morning, � Oil feast days ; however,
they shall say the Rosary in the morning ; and, iu the afternoon,
they shall do as on ordinary holidays, except the feast of the
great St. Joseph, which they shall keep as a fea.�t .all day.
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12. They shall pos�pone the feast of St. Cassian to the
following -Thursday, and · give holiday all day ; and on · this 
day they shall do, in the morning, � on feasts of devotion.-

13. The Brothers may go to hear the sermon on feasts
of devotion, and on feasts of obligation when they do not 
teach Catechism, such as Easter, Pentecost, ·and Christmas, 
pro,·ided that they, can do so in one of the nearest churches. 

CHAPTER XXXVI 

flAILY REG U LATION FOR THE TIME OF VACATION 

For the Day� on wliicl,, there is Holiday. 

-� · Du�ing- vacation there shall be holiday three times a
week : Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday ; if a feast falls on 
one· of th�se three days, there shall be . holiday on . Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday ; and the regulation for each of these 
days shall be the same as for ,the ordinary holidays. 

For the Days on which there is no Holiday. 

2*. At six o'clock the Brothers shall assist at Holy Mass, 
and then each shall read by himself in the New Testament. 

8. At a quarter past seven o'clock 'they shall take breakfast,
after which they shall recite tbe Litany of the • Holy Infant 
JESUS ; then they shall take recreation until a quarter past eight .. 
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·, . •  4. At �- quarter past eight o'clock th�y shall study Cate­
.ch1sm until a quarter to nine and . then recite it until · nine.

5. At �1ine o'clock they shall :write. They may take part
of the �ting �tinie, �oth m(?ri1b1g an:d . afternoon, t�� exercise 
tbenis�lves in arith,netic, , _OJ;thography, ·and· the reading or 
.l�tt"�rs .wri�,ten_ by h�nci . . • . 

• • 

6. At half-past ten ,o'cl9ck • th�y sl�all make sp�ritual reading
until. � -quart�� past elevc1� . .

• 7 .. A� a. quarter pa_st eleven o'clock they s.hall make Mental • • 

-'Prayer. 
• �- . At. i1a\f-p�- �le�en . o.'clo�k they �hall inake the . par•

. / tic�lar cxa��n arid then. take dinner . 

. -9. After di_nner thcy· sljall take recrcatfo11 . . until one o'clock. 

1:�· �t_"ot)� o;�lock they shall say: the_ Litany of St. Joseph 
and then �the · Rosary. 

' . . IL Aft�r the a.osary t�ey
. 

shall wor�, if there is any­
' · �bing to b� done: 

. . . 12.- At\J�ee o'cl�ck th�y shall take recreation until half­
pa,c,t _three .. 

. ' 

IS. At .half-past. three o'clock they shall study Catechism 
imt�l �our ; ·  �t- four_ ,)'clock • they shall rc�ite it until a ·quarter 
pastloµr. . 

• 14 • . At ' a quarte� pa.'it four o'cloc� they shall wri�e.

J5. At h�t-past five o'�lock t��y shall_makespiritualreading.

·16: ... �t six o;clock they shall make Mentaf Prayer.

• 17. The evening recreation shall finish at eight o'clock
every day ·. during vacation .

. 18. Ai eight o'clock they �ha11 say • evening prayer, · an� 
go to bed at half-past eight. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 

. .  
RULE FOR THE TlllE OF THE RETREAT 

. THAT IS. TO B� )IADE IN COMMON DUB.IN(¾< VACATION* 

1. At six · o'clock . the .Brothers shall assis�:, at Holy Mass,
after which there �hall l>e conference, . oJ'1 publi�:read�g in some 
good book in form . of conference. 

2. At a quarter past seven they ·shall take breakfast, and
., during this time read the Collection ; they shall then ·say the 
Litany of the Holy Infant JEsus. 

8. At eight o'clock there shall be public reading of the
Gqap�l, a chapter daily ; _those ·which · shall be read are chap• 
ters v, VI and VII of St. Matthew, and chapters xm, xiv, 
xv, XVI and XVII of _St. John. 

4� At half-past eight o'clock they shall say the Rosary, 
and then make spiritual reading. 

5. Ataquarterpastteno'clock they shallmake·Mental Prayer.

6. At eleven o'clock they. shall make the particular examen.

7 . .  After dinner they shall take recreation �til one o'clock.
� 

· ,  8. At one o'clock, they shall say th� Litany of St. Joseph,
• after • �hich t there shall be public reading in Rodriguez : 
011 the Observance of Rules, on Obedience, an9 on Fraternal 
Correction ; and conf ere nee on these subjects. ,, 

9. At two ,o'clock· ·.they shall make• Mental Pr.ayer witµ
half-past two, and then read the Common Rule publicly until 
three. ' 
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10. At three o'clock they sha.ll s_ay Vespers and Com­
. . pline of the Most Blessed Virgii:i ; then . �ach shail . examine •
.b.imsell' on his school duties· and · his · interior ; this shall 

. be done · as· in the mornirig, • in . a ,oom· or in • the ga:rden,
in silence an<;(_ recollection. 

. • 11. At .four o'clock they shall .make .si>:iritnal reading 
until five. 

12. At five. o'clock they may· write their resolutions for a
qu�er of ·at1 ·hour. • • 

• 18. At a quarter· past five o'clock they shall make Mental
Pr�y��; 

14. At six_ !)'clock there· shall be conference .. The remain­
ing exercises shall be the same a.� on other days. 

15. In . t�e afternoon, Men�I Prayer shall be on school
duties. 

Page 92

Scanned by the Lasallian Resource Center www.lasallianresources.org



,} 

FORMULA 

FOR 

THE MAKING· 0F VOWS 

IN- THE NAME.· Of THE FATHER, AND OF THE $ON, 
AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN. 

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost; ·pros_..; 
trate • with the mo�t ,prof9und respect before Thy -infinite 

. and • adorable . Majesty, I consecrate. myself • entirely to Thee, '. ·
to procure· , Thy glory as far as I am able . . and. as Thou wilt • 

• . require of me. And, for this purpose, I, .N., promis� to 
' •unite myself and to live in society with the �rothe�s . 9t' the· •• 

Christian Schools, �who are associated to keep togetJ}er, and 
by associaiioµ, :gratujtous s�hools: w��rever : �- · may • be s�nt�- •
or tQ d<> anything in. the said Society, at which I shall be 

• employed, whether by . the Body of this_ Society, or by . the
• - S.�periors who have and those who will have the · ·government"

·the�eof . . Wherefore, I promise and Vow poverty, cha�tity/ •
obedience, stabi.lity in the said Society, and to te�ch gratui:.. '

• • . . . I , . 

tously; conformably to the Bull of Approbation of our lnsti-
tute, . granted by our Holy Father, . Pope Benedict XIII ; .
which Vows of stability, and or obediei;ice to the Body of _ the
Societ.}: as well as to the Superiors of the Institute, as also ·

• <:>f poverty, cha.c;tity and teaching gratuitously, · l promise
to keep inviolably • all -my, · ljfetimc� . · '

In !estimony wher�o( I have signed . ..

Do�e at . : . . . . . . . .  , this . . . . .  � . . . . .  d�y of:-• . . • . .  ; _ . .
in the year of our Lord 19 ... 

Brother N,. . . . . . c�lled in the world N . . . .  � N . . . . .

, When a Brotl1er makes vows for one year or three :yea� imJtecuJ of toriting 
Uie words : Jtll. my lifetime� lie shall write : for the sp_aee of one yeur or of 
three _years. A 11ovice 11uJ/dug vou,s at any other ti,ne than that of fl,e armual 

. retreat, illmll ,vrite : ;until the next onnunl retreat. 
COJU I O ?i  RULF.S 14 
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• · FOR 
,• '. • 1.� 

: THE. . RENEWAL· QF· .vows 

IN THE .NAUn>F THE FATHER�· ·AND (?F �JIE SoN, 
• AND OF THE HOLY GHOST •. AMEN.

Most l{oly, '.frinity, . Fat�,;:-, .-. Son_, and: �oly, . Ghost, pros­
trate with>the .mos� profound r�spect before Thy_ infinite· 
�d adorable . MaJe�ty, I .  ·cans�crat� myself ··entirely .to . Thee, 
to . p..-ocure, Thy1 ·gloey as ·r� �- I �nv�ble and as Thc;,u �t. 
· .require ot.ine. : ;Ari�, .for.· thi$ J>:U,pose, �;. .N., r�new -the .p�o�ise

• _that . I ·-h�ve :: ?Dade, • of :uniting myself• and . ()f living in.: SQCiety
with the Brothers of the Christian Schools, -w�o are·· associated
to k�ep �gether� . . and . by asspciation, gratuito:us schools, . • . .
wh�rever l .may be .sent, or to .do �nyt�ng in. the said Society
··at :whtch T shall bff empl�yed, ,�hether by �he B6dy ·of this •

' Socie�y.<5r by the S�perfors who ha�e aml those who· will have• 
the : gov:erfunent thereof. · ,  Wlte:refore, . I 'renew the · Vows that 
I 'liave made, of _poverty, : 9hastity, . . Qbedience, stability: i� · the 
_said. : Society,. an� · ·of ·_teaching W�tu.itously� co11;formably to 
the_ Bull of-Approbation ·ot our l1�stitute, granted )>y �ur. Holy 
:Fa�her, .Pope Be;neiij.ct·JUll.-; w,hieh ·Vows. of stability,' and of
obedience· to the ���y of the .Society :as· w.eiI as to th� Superiors 

· ·of the Instit'Ute, - ·as· also-· of poverty, chastity and teaching. 

gratuitpusly, I . .  promise. :to ', : keep inviolably all my ,lifetime. 

._ . -W� a J!!rothe:r with temporary rfnwa. makes. a: renewal of ·piety, he shall end ·. 
· the jorm:ula roilh tiui words· : I .promise to keep Jnviol"bly. 

�- ,' I " ·
- , .• 

-
) _, 

1 .- • 
,- • 
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CAPJTµLARY· .D�<;.JSIONS 

RELATl\7!; 

: · Tq· sq!f� ·ARi:,;1cLE� oi 'r�.s .�om10N ,llULES

The ,arLicles to which these de!)isions rere�. are indicate·d in the Rule • by 'an asterisk. · . . 

CHAPTER. � 

ARTICLE ) 3  . •  �. The Broth,ers: s�all no� .si�g at the lectern, 
nor 'he soloist�, nor-_act as organu,1:s in church ; but they. tnay 
sing. th�e w�th ��eir pupils . .  (General · Ch�pter <>f 1901.)l . . . . . . 

· ( QllAPTEJ;i.·.II

...\RTI<'LE 8. --'-- Care should· be taken to exclude from our 
. Conim.ui1ities copies ·or- t·h� ·Holy· Script��es in the ·vernacu1ar� 
• unles·s �nnotat¢a:·a�id .approved by' legiti�ate authority, tl)is
bei11g1 the t�v-0foJd conditio11 without which Holy · Chureh .
for bi els tqe reading and keep�ng of suelr'.versions. (C��j>. oU 90L)

I � ' • , 
, ' ' , • 

, 
i , , 

CHAPTE:R I�l .: 

ARTICI.iE· 8� -:-By a common ·dprniiiory may be·understood. 
a number of cells· opt riing ,into· a common corridor or vestibule� ·
.Thes'e cells 'shotild. cotitain only one bed,'' 4.ave' d�ors with opeti• .
ing J'a.n light�; .arid- not �� locked.· (C_h!lps. ofl858 and ,1901.) 
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• • · :  AliricLE 5�- - ln large. Commtinities the . • Brother 'D�ec�or. ·
may :form several gfC>Ups for the recreations. . lie · �hall preside

I • • . . . . • .  • .  . 
. ov�r one, and assign a p;resident to each of the others. Each 
group shall be composed of ' at ieast six Brothers� 

• • 
• • 

Shol,lld circumstances require· it, : these Communitie.s may, ·-'
• in like n.ianner, prta>cee<;I t� the. obj'ective _point _of their :waiks
' .ui �in.ct groups. (Chaps. of 1858 and 190i.) ' , •

  .  

• 

CHAPTER IV 
ARTICLE 9. - In view of ·availing themselves of numerou,s . . . . ' 

and rich indulgence�, without, how:ev�r, having any p�ice' 
oppos�� t9 • the Rule, the Brothers . have· been ( authorized to 
b(').�g .to' the Confraternities or . Archconf�terrrlties �f Mount 

, ' ' . . 
Carmel, of the. Rosary, of the Immacqlate Conception, of · Our 
Lady of Victories, and of :St� J o�eph, and, of the °Asso�iation 

; of the Apostleship. of Prayer. (ehaps. of 1858,' 187p, · 1884 
�nd 1,894. :._Rescriptsof June .Ioth, �858, and of July 16th,_1864.) 

CHAPTER V 

• ARTICLES l and 8 . .  - In. the matter of fasting and absti­
• nence, the Brothers may avail themselves of the -�dults 
• granted to . dioceses in which· they . happM tc,> be, as ·r&J" · as

. shall be determined by the ·council of the Regime. On f�ting· 
�days on which tlie :use of meat ·is 'allowed at dinner, abstm.ence 
food. alone sh,µ). be served at supper, even to t);tose who -�e· ·,· . 
cijspe11:Sed fr�in• fasting. �bstin�n�e shall likewi$e· be observed· . • 
·at supper on Saturdays. (Chaps. of 1861,. 19�1 'and. 1928.)
: • • ARTICLE 5. -The Brothers swill fast, i�tead_ �f Friday, · ori •
the ·eve 6f the feast of.the Holy Rosarv; of the �atronage :of
the Most Blessed ·Virgin, and· of .St. Joseph, and �n the .e�e of
the feast of St. Jo� ·Baptist de La. Sall�, Father and Fourider­
of theil' Institute . . (Chap . .  of 1901.)·

ARTICLE 6. -:-The aCCtl,$ation �r1ay·be·made'at .tlie begµimng·
of spiritual reading, ·according to th� cu�om generi}lly -�,_- . •
blished.· (Chap. of 1880. } • • • • - -
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In order to maintain uniforlllity in the penances .to be im­
posed, such penances shall bein conformity. with the indicatio])s
of the Collection of Penances found in the Ruie of G.ov�mment, 
chapter. ·xx1�1, article &9. (Chap . .  of 1901.) . 

• 

• ARTICLE 7� -:- If; in some . Communities, in COl\Sequence of
t�e large number of Brothers, � .  quarter ii an hour • is not 

.' sufficient for the .advertisement of defects, n longer time shall 
be taken from the evening recreation. (Chap. of 1853. ) 

CHAPTER· VII 

ARTICLE 4. -The co�uses of studies and the 1nethpds to be . 
followed in: tl'aching the v:arious subjects, shall be determined 
in accordance with · the: .customs . and wants of the.countries· in .
w�ich our school; dre establish�d. (Chap. of 190i'� ) 

• ,J 
I' • 

I 
• 

ARTICLE 7. - When the .Brothers cannot have the pup!ls 
*hear Holy Mass Qn school d�ys, they should make' theµi say
three decades of the· Rosary after the morning prayer. (Chap .
. or 1861.) • • •

ARTICLE 5. ..:__ Although corporal ·punishment . was almost . 
everywhere. in use i_n schools until tl�ti ninet�cnth· �e,1ttiry, and 
is stil(i,n use, at th� present day, in certain ca'untries, it .has. 
been, � anci ·it mnains absolutely forbidden the -Br�thers, liy 

-several Gc1�eral Chapters held since 1777. (Chap� ·of. 1901.)

CHAPTER IX 

. ARTICLE 2. __,.. The Litanies of the Holy Infant .;Jesus .and of . 
St. Joseph 'have -bee�1 rc·pJaced, the former by the Offerings 111, , . . . •• •
honour'of the Holf Infai.1t Jesus, and the l�ttcr:by the R�pon .. 
sory Qwicumqitc in honour of St� Jo:.;eph. (Chap. of 1

.
858.} 
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CAPI�ULARY DECISIONS. 
• I' � • 

• ' . • ARttcLE 18. :--The partitions that separatethecl&.9se�should 
: · �e gl�d, as well&$. th� �oors of co�wiication ; -�hes� doors · 
·• :�ay then remai;n' closed -during- school time� The gJ�- part .
: -: of t�e partitions -a:µd • doo;rs shouid. �ein�in .free' ·on: both sides

• : :�rom eurta�nfi, m�ps�·(urnittir�;·etcdChap.:.of 1901:).. · -� • • • •  · •

, cHAPl'ER x • 

ART�CLE . 2. � I� o�der·�hat the .pup,ils may·: not f;iil to ai;sist 
. at ·Holy Mass on the feasts �£ Eastel:', Pentecost/the Most Holy 
. ·-T,rµ>.ity, . aµd . �hri.stmas, _ .ihe Broth_ers . . inay' tl).ke them thereto 

• . , . . • . • , I 
• • 

. · ,  � on, .  ordinary $u.nq�ys . .  (Chap. • of 188(). ), 
,,� � i ' 

ARTICLE 5. - On · All ·  Soul's Day and on the feast of the 
: :Circum�isio�, th� ,pupU� �shall be · t,��n- .to ��ly Mass. (Chap. 
• of .188.4�) • , .. . • • ·  • • • 

· .A�T��LE 6� -�in pla�es whei-� the disorders of.th� Carnival ·. 
-�¢. c.�ntinu�d ·uittil A�h Wecin�day fnciusiyely� sch�61 shall be '
·.ta�ght .. on- that ·�ay, and'- �oi_ioa.y 'given · on TJ:iursday. (Chap.
of 1sso�) • .. • •• • 

: _
.

CB4PTEit. �'VI .
, AiTICLE 4. � T-here .· s�au •. n�t , be • ·any 1,pecial cq.sto;m. in

the houses· ot the· .Institute, unless authorized by Coutumiers
• ,, ��proved ,by the Superior �en.er�( .(Chap. of 17.87.} ' .

cl{APTE:ft xix-
•

. ) ' ' ' . . . • . . . . ' . . . • , 

. ' 

• •  • • . -��TICLE 5 .. . -,-.When Jmything is. given to the C�m�µnity
f9r the personal.use of a Brother, the .

J?irector sh� riot· allow
. - • -him • to . -µse it ;_ .- this · �rmissjon is r�erv:ed, :to the _ 1:l;rother . -

.• Visitor, -who s� grant it o�y· fQr gr�ve motives and· with 'the
: 1 . opini<?n of. the Brothe/Directo� a�a

1 
the �eas�ns therefor� (Chap.· · 

_of 190, . ) • • • 
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CA�ITULARY DECISIONS • ·  99 

. .  • . .. °AJt.TICJ.:.E :6.: - Wpen cha� from �ne house -t9 "nother, 
the Brothers may take with them· the articl�s ·that. have served 
·!or their' pe�nal-use, �nd -whlqh; be�g required f�r h�lth and
: cleanliness, cannot wit_hout ·consi�erabie inconvenience be put

in common: ·u�e. they may al�o take':with the� the stockings 
they ·have for ·  their• use. (Chap.:· of· 1.901.) 

; , , I 
' _ . - ' 

, 

AB.TIC� 7;. . - The, Brotper Director: shall ,place at .the 
.dwp<>s�l of �he Community i th� books of the Institut�,- viz., the 

. Coll:'�on Rules, · the Rule of Gove�rnent, the. Collection, etc. ; 
• . t,at·ec�ism,s . sele9�ed • with care, . and the_ school b09ks pµblisl}cd
: �y the. - 'Instit�te,:' (Chap. ·ofl90l\) . • • . . _ · ·. • _ - . •  • , '  .

CHAPTER .XXIV 
• , _,. l 

. .  ,· . -.A'.8.,j:I�LE �- · � Tht� Hroth�r ;Sµpcriofmay; ·with regard' to . 
:: s��k :Qri>th�rs, give· the � exceptional' p_l'rmissio�lS ·�ailed for by . 

• ' 'the nature of �ertah1 o i�Ca.'iCS .or'·,tl�c- rt·quircmei1ts of the civil
·administration. (Chn.p . •  ol'• I90L)_

ARTICLE .is. :.,_ Wbc�l any ff\!U('�Y is asked of him for 
, outsider.s� the B,�otj1�r. Director muz,t . not <�nly refrain from 
leaving the :�ouse .or seei�g .the sick pl'niOll; but, ))({·must. ' also 

. . I . , ' · ,

�bsolu�ely ,: _refrain . .-f�•.n .giving any: .remedy ��hateve.r in. 
lVriting:. <¢ii�p. _of--I9Ql.') 

�CHAPTER XX.VII 

ARTICLE · I-. ·- The ordinary letters ' ·for the account of 
• con�uc� _ -to .the lirother Superior are reduced -to · two ··a year . .
. -(Chap. of �-�15.) . • . . . , . . . . . 

: • The quarterly statement • Qf • accc;mnts • shall . be sent • to 'the 
• · · Brc;>th_er. ·Sqperiorin �he begirinui{of_ 'the ·months of January,
• ·April� _July -and· Oct9ber. (Cbap� of 1861.) •
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c:.\PIT'()LARY DECISIONS­

CHAPTER XXIX -
I 

The Coutumiers • of the houses . may� when_. . µe�essary, 
modify the · - time regulations • of chapter �I;K • and ·follo�l)g : 

• <:hapters·. These Coutumiers may, at first, ·.Qe · provision�y · • .
approved by the Brother: Visitor by way .of trial. - . But, after , • .
. sufficient experi,ence; and on_ the · opinioii (?f the Brother Visitgt :

• wfth . th� _ i"���µs . the��or '· they; must_ be_ · �ubi:¢tted· f�r :th�.
· sanction of the Brother Superior� They � to be read annually·

in public, after the Rules. ' .  At _the beg�nning of. _a _  mo�th or 
week, .that pait shall be_.read, which relates· to the days refe�d

, to· in s:uch month or .week. (Chap. of l�Oi.) . • 
' ·  

ARTICLE 2. � After evening prayer the lights. that ha�� · · 
_become unnecessary, shall be put 'out ; but sufficient Ught shall 

• :b� kept all night, in every dormitory.· (Chap. of 1901.)-

, ARTICLE� 9 and 27. - In the morning, {rom the enrl: of the · 
exercises· untU • bre�kf ast� . and iµ the afternoon, on their return 

• from· school, the B�others ·111:ay occupy th�m�elves in preparing
-:_ . :for , clas.s or . with th�ir s�udies� . as regulated by _ the Broth�r. 

Directo�. ·(Chaps. of ·l861. �d .-1901.) • 
ARTICLE 17; - Every Brother • should, according to the 

Rule, usefully employ all the time- at his . disposal after- · the 
m�rning class� in . a . serious . ;prepar�ti�n . of the Catechism • he
has to teach in tlie afternoon� (Chap� of ·1901.)  • • • 

ARTi:cr;Es_ 19. and_ 88 . .  -- Be�g <>n .the day o� t�e. re• , ,  
• op�ning of th_e schools · and · 'also on  E�ter Mon�ay, t_beMa�ge�
ment ·of the Christian- �chools and the explanation · of the
Twelve Virtues of a Good· Masin-, shall be re�d, entirely; � the

_ .ref�ctory, for the .third book. (Chap. of 1861.}
�t th� ,beginning of January, instead .of -the third ' book;

the Rule of. the_ Brother :Director., chapters :XXIII� XXIV aµd. XXV 

of •the Rule of Government sl,.all be read, . as  a.ls(! _the Manr,er 
o( r�i'ng • the. Visits pr.ofitable, chliptei;. xx ; �oth ·th�. �ore.;, 
going shall �lso be r�ad· Auring the ti.me of the . Visit. • (Chaps.

· of 1725 . and -1901:) · • • • • 
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CAPITULARY DECISIONS 101 

ARTICLE 80. � On F�iday the e�ening Mental Prayer may 
._ be replaced �y - the. Way of the Cross, provide� it take place• .�ithout singing, and occupy only the time set apart for Mental

. Prayer. (Chap._ of 1853.) 

'ARTICLE 85. . - The study ·of Catechism may take place 
. every d�y. after t�_e .evening Mental Prayer. · (Chaps. of 1861 
and 1901. )  

CHAPTER XXX 

ARTICLES 10 and 11. - When Catechism cannot be taught . 
. • for an hour and a half in the afternoon of Sundays and Feasts, 
part shall be taught .in the morning,_ and · the rest in th� 'after­
noon . .  It is better· that, oµ th�se days, the ,pupils assemble in 
school than in church. (Chap. of 1822.) 

.CHAPTER XXXI 

ARTICLE 10.· - �n holidays, from June I to October 1, the 
Community exercises may be perfor�ed before the Brothers 
go out walking. They are to · be back to,vards a quarter to 
seven� (Chap� of 1858.) • 

I 

CHAPTER XXXV 

ARTICLE u. - J� places where it will not,· be possible to. 
comply with the Rule on the feasts of the Transfiguration o! 
our Lord, the Finding of the Holy Cross, and the Presentation 

. and the Visitation of the Most Blessed Virgin, the nrothers may 
_ teach school ; and if ·they cannot receive Holy Communio�- on 
- these days,'they shall make up for it on the holidai of the week
in which one of these ·Feasts occurs. (Chap. _ of 1837.)

• .'COM MON llUL_BS 15  
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.. CAPITULAllY DECISIONS 

CHAPTER XXXV,I • 

. .  ARTICLE 2. -;- During vacation, 011 the days that· are· not 
holidays, the Brothers may�be allowed to study Sacred ,History 
,or the HistQrY of the C�urch, from a quarter·to �even o;clock·· ·,.

' until breakfast. (Chap. · ?f 1861�) 
' • 

CHAPTER xxiVII , 

When the Retreat is made wit)t the .-heip ot · a  Priest� the 
time regul�tion ·in this chapter is to. be modifi�d. in accordance 
witp a regulation approved J,y th� Brother Superior. (Chap. of 

•. ll!e,ot.-i 
' • ' 

THE END 
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, Nous soussignc§, Superieur General .de l'Institut des Freres des Ecoles 
Chretiennes, ·ayant fait examiner. par un de nos. Freres· Assistants, aide 
d'une Commission conitituee a cet �ffet, 1a traduction . anglaise du 
livre de nos R:EGLES, et cette �uction, apres m1ir examen, ayant ete 
reconnue ftdele, nous en autorisons, en ce qui nous concerne, l'impressi9n • 
pour nos Freres, confonnement a l'arrete l er du Chapitre General de 190) 

Fait a Paris, le 26 jaovier 1924,. aoniversaire de !'approbation • 
de notre Iostitut par N. 8.-P. le Pape Benoit XIIL 

F. ALLAIB•CHABLEB, 
Su�rieur • G6n�I. 
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