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The Demands of the Lasallian School  Sylvestre Aweh  [image: ]
Since its origins, the Lasallian school has been both  demanding and challenging for the Brothers  themselves, the parents, the students and, above all, the  teachers. For the latter, this is due to the fact that they [image: ] are never content to just transmit knowledge. Rather,  they seek to educate and evangelize.  
However, to be an educator is, according to  Sigmund Freud, one of the three impossible  professions (the other two being a Chief Executive of  the State and a psychoanalyst). The teacher must bring  to the task his time, patience and humility, energy,  faith, and all his moral and intellectual faculties.  Above all, he must practice what he preaches.  
In general, lay professors still spend a lot of their  time, energy, and other resources in the school, as one  would expect. The problem is that the school demands  that the educator dedicate his whole day and even his  whole week there. Lasallian pedagogy insists that  courses be offered during the day and at night. The  idea of a good homework assignment would, for  example, require the whole evening. If the teacher has  up to five classes ...  
At 6 o'clock in the evening a good father wants to  be with his family. Yet if he has administrative duties,  he is still in school at that hour. Following dinner at  8:30, he needs to relax a bit and chat with his wife and  children. However, there are still papers to correct and  classes to prepare for the following day.  
Up to this point in the school year a colleague  estimates that he has corrected 1,584 compositions - an  average of 58.6 for the past 27 weekends. Homework  assignments in the Lasallian school are turned in on a  weekly basis and students are not expected to do  shoddy work.  
Moreover, since the students don't hesitate to  compare lay teachers to the Brothers who, generally,  take two or three days to return homework, we must  correct assignments thoroughly and quickly. Failing to  do so, we run the risk of being taken to task during a  faculty meeting.  
Next there are the scheduled meetings on Thursdays  and Saturdays to help wayward students "catch up".  Lasallian pedagogy reminds us that, to be an educator,  we must know each and every one of our students. We  need to be genuinely interested in all of them. To do  this we are urged to remain at their side, listening to  and observing them beyond the hours spent in the  classroom since formal instruction is not enough. And,  given that actions speak louder than words, we must  live out what we say to them. Our students often  imitate what we do rather than heed what we tell them  to do. What follows are three examples of this:  [image: ]
1. I advised my 61h grade students to always obey  red lights at intersections. One day my clutch gave out  in my car. I chose to run all the red lights on the way to  school that morning rather than arrive late to class.  However, one of my students saw me do this and  brought it to my attention in class!  
2. In another class I cautioned against drinking due  to the devastating effects of alcohol on the body. I said  that the best way to avoid such a physical condition  was never to begin drinking for "he who has imbibed  once will imbibe again". Another of my students saw  me with my wife a few days later having a drink at a  refreshment stand. The following day he couldn't help  but remind me of the proverb.  
3. Another students asked me why I looked so  down one day. I told him that I had just divorced my  wife. "But you got married in the Church! You're not  supposed to get a divorce". Fortunately for me, I was  just kidding. r1<  
These examples illustrate that lay teachers, as  educators, are obliged to assume a moral, professional,  and religious attitude and way of acting. Young people  expect us to be models of evangelical values. Yet the  family constitutes a separate "school" with its various  and manifold problems such as lodging, food,  transportation, and education. Above all, there are  health issues and the crisis of adolescence that we must  deal with in our families. All of this would require  spending most of our time at home in order to do our  best as a parent and role model for our own children.  Nonetheless, to be a good Lasallian educator, we must  often be at school. If the lay teacher is married and has  children, there are often many conflicts. Before  becoming a Lasallian teacher, he has been a Christian  educator, moral guide and wage earner for his family.  As such, there are primary commitments and  obligations to his wife and children.  
Yet, if the lay teacher has administrative  responsibilities (Titulaire, Res[image: ]ponsable de cycle,  Secretaire ... ), [image: ]life at school becomes even more  complicated. Some parents want to meet so that, in  collaboration with the school, they can see what must  be done to help their children. Other parents request an  appointment in order to challenge decisions and  lecture.  [image: ]
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A judicious management of time and resources is  required to face all of these problems. Once the  balance tilts to one side, the other side is left wanting.  The lay teacher often finds himself, not between a rock  and a hard place, but rather like the heart of the  unfortunate Daouda Kone (in her song "Scoreless  Game") engaged in a balancing act between the  beautiful Fanta (the school) and the kind Amina (the  family).  
Not too long ago I had intended to finish correcting  my students' homework assignments on a Sunday. Yet  my wife had planned on my taking her to visit a sick  aunt and, afterward, doing some shopping together.  "Today it's either me or the school," she said. I quickly  got the message and put aside the essays. My students  were disappointed the following day.  
How can the lay teacher juggle being at one and the  same time a good father, husband, neighbor, relative,  and Lasallian educator? This is a tension that never  seems to resolve itself. One's good health, of course,  doesn't like stresses of this nature. Le pla[image: ]smodium  
[image: ]
fa[image: ]lcifarum, already in the blood, lies in wait to fire its  missiles in such situations.  
Lasallian lay teachers, however, aren't the only ones  to exhaust themselves for a cause. There are people  who exhaust themselves in the pursuit of wealth.  Others drain themselves in diabolical service to drugs  and alcohol. Yet if lay teachers have the opportunity,  together with the Brothers (Cf. The Shared Mission),  to water these young plants that the Church and God  have confided to their care, what could be more noble?  
In the end, the Lasallian school is no less demanding  than the Cross of Christ which is the ultimate sacrifice  for the Salvation of all.  
In conclusion, let us remember that lay teachers  have also committed themselves to the Lord so that  He, the Head of the Church, the Lasallian school, and  the family, may live forever in our hearts.  
May God make these tender plants, that all of us  water, bear good fruit. May the Lord bless the  Lasallian school and all those who work within it! •  
[image: ]©- LASALLIANA N. 52 - Article 20 - Code E: Re orts, events, celebrations. (84) - Fratelli delle Scuole Cristiane - Via Aurelia, 476 - 00100 Roma.  
BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS  Via Aurelia, 476 – 00165 ROMA, Italia 
Scanned at the Lasallian Resource Center  De La Salle Institute – Napa, CA – USA
image6.png




image2.png




image1.png




image12.png




image7.png




image10.png




image4.png




image5.png




image11.png




image9.png




image8.png




image3.png




