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INTRODUCTION

® With this issue of Lasalliana we begin a new year during which we hope to publish issues 29, 30 and 31.

® Issue 31 will be a special publication devoted to a "Chronology of St John Baptist de La Salle", based on
material taken from his biographers and the Cahiers Lasalliens.

® The U.N. has declared 1994 to be the Year of the Family. This is a subject of the greatest importance for
educators. since the work of the educator complements that of the parents in the education of their children.
That is why he keeps in close contact with parents.

This wide-ranging subject is the reason for, and a constant element in the message Lasalliana tries to convey
in its articles. Lasalliana sees its role in terms of stimulating thought, providing information and contributing to
the ongoing education of Lasallian educators. Part of that process is constantly to seek to improve the way in
which we exercise the ministry God has entrusted to us to with regard to children and young people, the key
figures in all families. '

In addition, we must have a special concern for children and young people who have no family. In this ccntext,
the educator takes the place of the father, mother and family.

"In his providential care, God has appointed others to take the place of fathers and mothers in this responsibility.
He sends persons with the necessary enlightenment and zeal to help children attain the knowledge of God and his
mysteries...You have been called by God to this ministry and you have been given the grace of teaching and the gift
of exhortation for the sake of those entrusted to your responsibility. Use these gifts vou have received with care and
vigilance in order 1o fulfil the main duty of fathers and mothers towards their children” (Med. 139.2).

1994 would be a good opportunity to try to put into practice what the Holy Founder says.
® Our thanks once again for all your contributions to Lasalliana. We remind you that we welcome articles not’

only from Brothers, but also from all members of the Lasallian Family. Likewise, we would like the riches we
Brothers share to be available also to all our colleagues in the shared mission.

Br Jose Maria
Director of Lasalliana
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