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[image: ]GUIDE FOR FORMATION -11  
[image: ][image: ]CONTINUING FORMATION  Brother William Mann  
Chapter Five of the Guide for Formation is concerned with the "continuing formation" of all of the  members of the Institute. The following questions are offered, therefore, to stimulate your thinking  about this matter. Communities or Formation Commissions might want to use this sheet as the basis  of a discussion [image: ]of the matter of "continuing formation." A thorough prior reading of the fifth chapter  itself (268-307) is indispensable to an informed discussion of the following questions.  
"Thank God for the grace he has given you in your work of sharing in the ministry of the holy  apostles ... Take pride in your ministry by making yourselves, as St. Paul says, qualified ministers of [image: ] the new covenant" (MTR [image: ]7.3).  [image: ][image: ][image: ]
1. At the beginning of chapter five of the [image: ][image: ]Guide, we find the following quotation from the Rule ( 100):  ''The Brother recognizes that his life consists in a succession of calls from God to which he continues [image: ] [image: ]to respond." Has this been your experience? Can you identify and are you willing to share some of the [image: ] principal [image: ]moments when your response to having felt "drawn" or "called" [image: ][image: ][image: ]by God significantly altered  
the course of your life?  [image: ]
2. Has your experience of ministry been for you "a way to holiness" (269)? [image: ] 
[image: ]
3. What at the present moment is helping you to distinguish "the real from the ideal self' and so uncover  and accept more fully the true reality of your person (274)? Who is the "self' that goes before God in  prayer? your "real" or your "ideal" self? [image: ] 
4. The Guide speaks of the experience of "weakness" and "diminution" as a Brother ages ( 277, 281, [image: ] 284, 286, and 287)� Is there a message contained for us here as our Institute itself ages and our numbers  diminish?  
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5. Our continuous growth into the charism of the Founder is proposed to us (283). Self-abandonment [image: ] to God (284 ), fidelity to the ·church (285), apostolic creativity (286), and a definitive commitment to  the Christian education of the poor (287) are its proposed characteristics. Is this listing sufficient or [image: ] would you propose additional characteristics of the Lasallian charism?  
6. De La Salle was able to discover the needs of his time and to create structures that provided  appropriate and viable solutions (286). Who are the Brothers of your District or Region ( or perhaps  even of the Institute) in whom you recognize these same two gifts? [image: ] 
7. Does the description presented in the Guide of the young adult Brother (289), the middle-aged  Brother (290), or the aging Brother (291) resonate with your own experience at this point in your life?  If so, how? [image: ]If not, could you explain why?  [image: ]
8. One reads in the Guide that the "Brother sometimes wonders: 'Is it all worthwhile?"' (297). Has  this been your experience? Do you ever feel this way in the work that you do? [image: ]If so, with whom can  you share this concern?  [image: ]
9. In 299, one is presented with some ideas about the joys and sorrows of interpersonal relationships.  Has your experience as a Brother affected your relationships with your family, the Brothers of your [image: ][image: ] District, your experience of community, and the satisfaction you experience in ministry with those [image: ] entrusted to you?  
[image: ]
10. Concerning the matter of continuing formation (304 ), do you give sufficient attention to your own  physical and emotional well-being, the pace and balance of the life you lead, and the spiritual,  professional, and personal development and enrichment of the gifts with which you have been blessed? [image: ] [image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
11. It is the witness of the elder Brothers and not the teaching of the formators which has the most  significant formative influence on those in initial formation. What then do you think is the importance  of the fifth chapter of the Guide for the work of District Formation Commissions? • [image: ][image: ] 
[image: ]
***  [image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
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