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LASALLE,  [image: ]
A ROAD FOR YOU.  
***  
CROWNING OF THE WORK  
(1714-1719)  
Brother Nelson Bordignon  
[image: ]The Retreat of Parmenie.  
• At the beginning of 1714, I was in Grenoble in the  South of France.  
There I received news from Paris:  
- My absence and the dropping off in correspondence  was worrying the brothers.  [image: ]
- Those who opposed the Institute, among whom was  Mr.Henri Brou. were using the occasion to impose  ecclesiastical superiors from outside in the com munities of Paris, Rheims, Troyes and Rouen. They  were also trying to change the Rule.  [image: ]
- Brother Joseph. under the influence of these oppo nents. was trying to pursue the matter of Diocesan  recognition of the Institute, so that it would become a  Diocesan Institute. and not a Supra-Diocesan one as  was intended.  
- Brother Bartholomew had managed to def[image: ]end the  Institute during an attack on it by the writing masters.  - The no[image: ]vices and postulants were becoming fewer.  - The brothers were without means of survival.  
• But a group of brothers had recognised the danger  of a split, and were looking for.ways to reorganise the  Institute:  
- With the Ecclesiastical superiors the only thing they  discussed was household affairs.  [image: ]
- They intended calling a general assembly of the  brothers to discuss the question of ecclesiastical supe riors and the Rule.  
- They refused any change in the Rule.  
- They followed faithfully the instructions of the  Church of Rome.  
- They remained unified. putting aside any thought of  dividing into diocesan groups.  
• Discouraged and depressed, I thought I was to  blame for the situation, so I went to Parmenie to  escape from it all, to pray and to find out God's inten tions for me.  
It was there that I met Sister Louise, whose advice  I asked and who told me: "God does not want you to  stay here. You must not leave the family, whose father  you are by God's will. You must keep at the work right  to the end."  
[image: ]"In the name of Obedience"  
A" they could not wait until the proposed assembly,  the chief brothers of Paris had a meeting with Brother  Bartholomew and they all sent me a Jetter.  
In this letter they ordered me in the name of the vow  of obedience I had made at the same time as the other  brothers. to come back at once to Paris and to take  charge of the Institute once more.  
I received this letter in my retreat in Parmenie. The  letter, together with advice Sister Louise had given  me. convinced me of what God wanted: to take up the  governing of the Institute once more.  
I obeyed. I used my journey back to Paris to visit the  various communities of the south and to encourage  the brothers.  
I reached Paris on the 10 August, 1714. A-; soon as  I met the brothers, I said to them: "Here I am. What  do you want me to do?"  
I retained my personal conviction that the Institute  was alive. in spite of difficulties. The brothers had  proved that. They had correctly understood what was  meant by "together and by association". I accepted to  carry on as superior, but decided to delegate some of  the responsibilities.  [image: ]
[image: ]Deaths  
During this period several brothers died.  And there also died on 1 September 1715. the Sun  King. Louis XlV. We are grateful to him because we  owe him a great deal: the boarding school for the Irish  students. the schools of Calais. Ales, Versailles ...  
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[image: ]Return to St. Yon, Rouen  
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The Assembly also approved the Rule of the In 
stitute, the Rule of the Brother Director and the  
Conduct of Schools.  
When the Assembly ended on 23 May, 1717. all its  
The atmosphere in Paris was deteriorating ... Re sources were scarce, but not our enemies ....  In October 1715 we moved the novitiate to St. Yon.  I went there too the following year, with the 16 novices  who joined in 1716.  
I spent my time teaching the novices, and shared the  administration of the Institute and the spiritual coun selling of the brothers with Brother Bartholomew.  
I also wrote some books to help the brothers in their  spiritual life and their teaching.  
At the request of Mr. Pontcarre, president of the  · local parliament, we set up a reform school for young  offenders. The latter are also poor. For their educa tion we applied the same educational and theological  principles as we use in all the Christian schools: the  principles oflove and affection, devotedness, different  
ways of treating each student, learning by doing.  I wanted to start a training college for country teach ers in Rauen, but I could not manage to do so.  
I looked on helplessly whilst quite a number of  postulants, novices and brothers left the Institute;  some others died. The life of a layman dedicated to  God in the Christian school does not carry much  weight in human terms and therefore needs a great  deal of Faith.  
[image: ]Second General Chapter  
[image: ]Ever since my return from the south, that 10 August,  1715, I had been planning a general assembly of the  brothers. I was 64, felt tired and was not too well. It  was important to hand over the administration of the  Institute to the Brothers.  
All the brothers in Rauen agreed to send Brother  Bartholomew on an extraordinary visit to every com munity to invite all the Brothers Directors to the [image: ] forthcoming assembly.  
The Assembly itself began on Whitsunday, 16 May. [image: ] 1717, with a two-day retreat.  [image: ]
Sixteen brothers were present, representing the 102 [image: ] who formed the Institute. There were representatives  of 16 of the 22 communities th,;;!n in existence.  
After the retreat Brother Bartholomew was elected [image: ] Superior General and was assigned two assistants to [image: ][image: ] help him.  [image: ]
[image: ]
members renewed their vows of Association, Stability  and Obedience.  
They put me in charge of seeing to the final draft of  the Rule, which would be sent to every community  with Brother Bartholomew's signature on each page.  
[image: ]
In this way the Institute succeeded in defining its  own nature: it was ONE Community, ONE Institute.  of lay religious, who made vows of Association, Sta bility and Obedience; whose apostolate in the church  was that of Christian Education through the school; it  had a hierarchy, an internal organisation; it was supra diocesan; it had its own rule which was sufficient and  unique.  
[image: ]final recommendations  
Now that I was freed from the administration of the  Institute.I could devote the whole of my attention, my  time and my efforts to teaching the novices, finalising  the composition of the Method of Mental Prayer and  visiting the inmates of the reform school and the stu 
dents [image: ]ii1 the boarding school.  
I handed over the administration of the property  and of my personal possessions to those whose job it  was. In this way I could spend a great deal of my time [image: ] in prayer.  
In the years 1718 and 1719 several incidents dam aged my health. I celebrated my last Mass on the 19  March. the feast of St. Joseph, our dearly loved patron.  
By the 3 April,1719, I had become very weak, so I  dictated my last recommendations to the brothers.  Among these recommendations were the following: [image: ] Complete obedience to.the Church; great devotion to  Jesus Christ, especially in the Holy Eucharist; out [image: ]
standing devotion to Our Lady; zeal and disinterested ness in the apostolic ministry, intimate unity among  themselves and complete obedience to superiors.  
On 6 April, Holy Thursday, Brother Bartholomew [image: ] asked me to bless the brothers. This I did, recommend ing special faithfulness to the Rule and withdrawal  from worldly interests.  
The 7 April, Good Friday, when Brother Bartholo mew enquired whether I accepted all my sufferings, I  answered once more: "/ [image: ]adore in all things the will [image: ]of  God in my regard". [image: ]These were my last words. •  [image: ]
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