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THE SHARED MISSION:  [image: ]
Brothers, priests, laity  
(1/2)  
Dominique Valentin  
The nature of the subject has led me to use two  distinct avenues of approach:  
- In the first, which I shall call "spiritual" or "ecclesio logical", without being quite sure that these terms are  the most suitable ones, I shall try to say how I see the  complementarity of these three forms of Christian life,  of ecclesial life. I shall try to answer the question that  has occurred to me: in what way is each of these forms  of Christian life necessary to the others in order to [image: ] fulfil the educational mission in a Lasallian school ( or  in any other establishment with a religious educational  community).  
- My second point will be very concrete: basing myself  on the work of the chaplaincy of La Baronnerie to [image: ] which I belong, I shall show how the shared mission  works in practice. [image: ] 
I. The complementarity of  [image: ]
Brothers, priests, laity.  
1. With the Brothers, a profession  
that becomes a ministry  
(I use the word "ministry" in the widest sense  meaning service).  [image: ]
For the lay people and priests working in Lasallian  schools, the Brothers are the embodiment of the value  of Christian education to which it is possible to conse crate one's whole life.  
Their daily gift of self to · this educational task  becomes a call for the lay teachers, supervisors, bur sars, school administrators amt pastoral care staff. to  make or constantly remake their work with young  
people not only a profession but also and above all a  service, a ministry, a response to a vocation.  
Because Brothers exercise their educational profes sion in a radical way as part of their life plan. lay  people, who are in contact with them, discover or are  reminded that they do not exercise the profession of  educators. but that they are educators; that, for them,  education is not an activity whose primary end is to  provide them with a livelihood, but that it is a fun [image: ]
damental choice that profoundly affects their very  lives.  
Lay people, who view or who have come to view  again their work as educators in this light, fulfil their  mission together with the Brothers and possibly also  with priests. In concrete terms, of course. but also  subjectively, spiritually and fraternally. 'they let them 
selves be borne away on this current of self-giving in  the service of young people, willingly setting sail on the  same boat and agreeing with its destination.  
For certain lay people, this "vocation" to education  seen as a ministry may have been born when they opted  for their studies and profession and. in this case. the  discovery of an educational spirituality (like that of  John Baptist de La Salle) reinforces and strengthens  an initial choice.  [image: ]
For others, contact with Lasallian spirituality (in the  context of the school or through courses at the French  Lasallian Centre) leads to a reconsideration of their  profession and an interior change in their lifestyle.  Some persons. involved in teaching because of differ ent circumstances (psychological, social, profes sional), rediscover the importance of their profession. [image: ] both with regard to themselves and to the students.  The "conditioned" profession . the profession [image: ]
become-a-routine now becomes a response. a service.  
2. With the lay people, the pursuit of a mission,  the baptismal [image: ]vocation that manifests itself  
[image: ]
A. In the western world at the end of the 20th  century. few people take up the challenge to become  Brothers, but more ( and perhaps many) do so to  become Lasallians. I think that one can say that pres ent and future Brothers will be able to continue their  mission thanks to Lasallian lay people, thanks to men  and women, married or single, all captivated by the  work and the paths traced out by John Baptist de La  Salle. The battle will not end for lack of soldiers.  
It is in this way, I think. that lay people give us hope.  Brothers who grow old and are forced to give up their  jobs know that their lay successors are continuing their  work. differently, perhaps, but faithfully, and that the  call of the Founder, as from the beginning, will con tinue to be heard.  
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B. With lay people, in the Brothers' midst, the  vocation that every baptised person  [image: ]
has is manifested  
[image: ]Lasallian lay people show, by making a serious com mitment to Christian education, that all Christians by [image: ][image: ] virtue of their baptism are called to build "the Body of [image: ] Christ", the "Kingdom of God" (through the charism  of education or any other). They show that the call to [image: ][image: ] be an active member of the Church is not exclusively [image: ] linked to the priesthood or the religious life, but that  every lay person, like every consecrated person has to [image: ] discover how best to serve the body of the Church. [image: ] [image: ]
Lay people demonstrate within the framework of  the Lasallian family that all Christians are invited to  discern what their place is in the mosaic of the people  of God, and that young people need to be helped in [image: ] this work of discernment.  [image: ]
However, it seems to me that, in spite of the role  that is played by lay people in the Church, one cannot  speak of a vocation to the lay state as one can speak [image: ] of a vocation to the priesthood or the religious life. [image: ] Personally (but I think this view and experience are  shared also by many lay people), I have never come [image: ] across "the burning bush" of the lay state. I am not, or  at least I do not feel I am, a lay person by vocation. But, [image: ] on the other hand, I can say that it is by vocation that  I exercise the ministry of education in the Christian [image: ] community.  
Sensitive to the needs of children and young people,  moved by the witness of the lives of people conse [image: ]crated to education, I have heard certain words spoken [image: ] [image: ]by Isaiah, Jesus or Paul which throughout my youth [image: ] and adult life have resounded and still resound as a call [image: ] to the ministry of education.  [image: ]
3. With the priests, a community which has a place  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
in the universal ministry of the Church of Christ.  
The Brothers of the Christian schools and Lasallian  lay people feel they are bounci together by the same  work of education. They share the inspiration of the  Founder and seek to live according to it and make it [image: ] come alive in their everyday tasks. They are at the same  time Christians, educators and Lasallians, all of which  [image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
defines their position very well among the people of  God.  
Together they form an off-shoot of one main branch [image: ] of the Church among many others which include the  contemplatives and those dedicated to works of  charity.  
As for priests or, more precisely, diocesan chaplains  appointed by their bishop to this or that Lasallian  establishment, they share with the Brothers and the  lay people the fact that, through the sacraments of  Christian initiation (baptism, Eucharist and confirma tion) they are called to build the Body of Christ. They  share the desire to announce Jesus Christ in the world  today.  
On the other hand, however, because of the more [image: ] or less temporary character of their appointment and  of the many other ministries they have to exercise at  the same time, they do not consider themselves exclu sively Lasallians or educators. They are priests who for [image: ][image: ][image: ] a certain period of time serve a Lasallian educational  community.  
That is why, I think, that priests are a sign in the  midst of Brothers and lay people that specific minis tries, like that of education, have meaning only as part  of the universal ministry of the Church. The Church is  for the sctvice of all. Priests who work in Lasallian  establishments are often also parish priests, and/or [image: ] chaplains to youth movements, and/or members of [image: ] various Church groups. It is worth wondering whether  a Lasallian educational community that had no priest  would remember its ecclesiological dimension and  situation and that it was simultaneously an indispens able and a limited member of the body of the Church.  
It seems to me also that priests help lay people and  Brothers to remember the need for each person and  each community to be rooted in Christ. In the Chris tian community, every baptised person is attached to [image: ] Christ and by virtue of his baptismal vocation can feel [image: ] called to cooperate in his work. However, by virtue of [image: ] his ordination, the priest has theologically a "stronger"  link with Christ, since it is through him that Christ acts  sacramentally. It is in the name of Christ that the priest [image: ] can communicate God's gifts. In the midst of the [image: ][image: ] Brothers and lay people, priests are the sign of the  Christological and ecclesiological roots of all Christian [image: ] life and every Christian community. [image: ] 
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