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THE BROTHER AND  
THE CONVENTION  
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  Brother Victor Gil  
«The Brothers work directly for the poor by providing an  education for the economically deprived, victims of social  injustice, deli11quellts a11d those neglected by the rest of  society« (Rule 40).  
Javier Perez de Cuellar, ex-Secretary General of the  United Nations, has written: «The way a society treats chil dren reflects not only its qualities of compassion and protec tive caring but also its sense of justice, its commitment to the  future and its urge to enhance the human condition for  coming generations. This is indisputably true of the com munity of nations as it is of nations individually».  
Early 1991 a questionnaire was sent to the President of the  Delegation of Thailand on the application of the Convention  of the Rights of the Child. This questionnaire was sent by Br.  Jose Maria Valladolid, Education Mission Secretary. The  information was required by the International Catholic  Bureau for Children. The Institute is a founding member of  this international organisation.  
Asked by the President to answer the questionnaire, I  tried to ask for information from those I thought could help.  Unfortunately the time given to answer the questionnaire  was rather short. After knocking at a few doors I was told:  "Sorry, I cannot help!''. Through this questionnaire I learned  for the first time that there is such a thing as the "Rights of  the Child"', and that children's rights are protected by an  international Convention. This has led me to find out more  about it.  
Rights of the Child  
The promotion of the rights for children is a comparatively  modern development. Not until the reform movements of  the nineteenth century did the State accept responsibility for  protecting the child against the power of parents, economic  exploitation or social neglect. In the pre-United Nations era,  the rights of children were seen primarily in the context of  measures to be taken against slavery, child labour and traffic  and prostitution of minors. In that regard the League of  Nations adopted in 1924 the Geneva Declaration on the  
Rights of the Child. This can be considered as the first  international step to protect the rights of children. It con tained only ten articles giving principles for governments to  implement (The United nations was established only in  1948).  [image: ][image: ]
1959 - Declaration on the Rights of the Child  
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by  the General Assembly in 1948, recognized that children  must be the subject of special care and attention. Since then,  the United Nations has protected children's rights in general  by international treaties such as the International Human  Rights Covenant and in an instrument specifically addressed  to Children's rights, the 1959 Declaration on the Rights of  the Child. The Declaration has been a guide to private and  public action in the interest of children ever since. Asserting  that "makind owes to the child the best it has to give", the  Declaration is as solid a moral framework for children's  rights today as it was thirty years ago.  [image: ]
The need to give the force of treaty law to children's rights  became evident during the preparation of the International  Year of the Child. During this year -1979- the United  Nations Commission on Human Rights started work on the  drafting of a Convention. The Convention on the Rights of  the Child was unanimously adopted by the United Nations  on 20 November 1989, and entered into force as interna 
tional law in September 1990. About 100 States have ac cepted to be bound by the Convention. Some countries have  signed the Convention but with reservations on certain  points.  
The Convention on the Rights of the Child  
The 54 article -a Bill of Rights for Children- has as its  guiding spirit "the best interest of the child". The Convention  goes further than the Declaration by making States which  accept the Convention legally bound for their actions toward  children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child  modifies and consolidates the existing standards, and intro 
duces a range of relatively new issues of major importance.  
The Convention sets standards which address the neglect  and abuse which children face in all countries to varying  degrees every day. It recognizes their special vulnerability,  and addresses their civil, political, economic, social and  cultural rights as elements of an interdependent, or mutually  reinforcing, set of provisions.  
The Convention is expected to serve as a rallying point for  the efforts by parliamentarians, educators, religious leaders,  the media and non-governmental groups to ensure that the  highest priority is given to efforts to realize the rights of  children. It provides benchmarks for achievements, and  provides a universally acceptable basis for advocacy which  will be pursued by international agencies and non-govern 
mental organizations on behalf of children everywhere.  
Principal points of the Convention  
«The Institute is concemed above all for the educational  needs of the poor as they strive to become aware of their dignity  and to live and be recognized as human beings and children  of God" (R. 11).  
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Explaining the content of the Convention, Professor Vitit  Munthorbhom writes: «The Convention of the Rights of the  Child: reaching the Unreached?» (*) He summarizes the  content of the treaty saying that the rights stipulated in the  Convention are:  
1. General rights,  
2. Rights requiring protective measures,  
3. Rights concerning the civil status of children,  4. Rights concerning development and welfare and  5. Rights concerning children in special circumstances.  
He concludes his article saying: «The 11omrs indicated by  the Convention are a far cry from the realities facing millio11s  of children in the world today. Tire Convention addresses the  special needs of children who at first glance appear beyond the  reach of protection and development, and whose very swvivai  is in jeopardy».  
The various provisions requiring specific measures to help  children in difficulty are aimed at various disadvantaged  groups including the following:  
- rural children: i.e. seventy percent of the World's child  population. Their socio-economic deprivation prevents  them from engaging in those activities generally expected of  children, notably education and recreation.  
- slum and street children: while parents are at work else where, the children are often left to their own resources,  potential victims of abuse. Their situation is not different to  that descnbed by the Holy Founder in his first and second  meditations for the time of the retreat.  
- girl children: female illiteracy is higher than male illit eracy. In many places there is discrimination on the basis of  gender that relegates women to a passive and domesticated  role governed by sexual stereotypes.  
- child labour: job placement agencies and their interme-·  diaries are often a conduit for the flow of rural children to  urban factories; there are still few strategies designed to  mobilize the private sector against those who indulge in such  exploitation.  
- child prostitution: the worst transgressions are linked to  the sale of young girls by their parents on the one hand and  the tricking of the young girls into trade by various agents on  the other.  
- handicapped children: a number of handicapped chil dren are marginalized because they have little or no access  to basic services. Their school enrolment rate is lower than  that of able-bodied children, whUe ordinary schools lack  facilities for physically handicapped children.  
- refugee and stateless children: millions of refugee chil dren world-wide are faced with many kinds of discrimination  and inhumane action.  
[image: ]
- children in prison: torture, beating and death penalty are  applied to the detriment of children and their families. IIJ.  many places infected children, child soldiers, etc ... Some times they are victims of violence at home, sometimes it is  systematic violence that may impair the child both physically  and mentally.  
When we compare the list of those children who could  benefit from the Convention with numbers 11, 12, 14 and 40  of the Rule, one cannot but feel that these are the kinds of  children the Rule is talking about.  
«/11 their educational activity the Brothers seek to integrate  the effort for lmman development with the announcement of  God's word» (R. 12)  
« Tire Brothers are entmsted with their mission by the In stitute, o mission especially to the poor. As a community they  become illcreasingly conscious of the reasons for the poverty  that sunvimds them and so become earnestly involved in the  promotion of justice and lmman dignity through the educa tional service they provide» (R. 14)  
Conclusion  
Application of the articles of the Convention is to the  benefit of unreached children. The Brothers work with the  unreached ... so, in my opinion, promotion of the application  of the articles of the Convention forms part of our aposto 
late. Promotion of justice in the form of promotion of the  ratification and application of the Convention is part of the  Brother's mission. The district that has a justice and peace  commission has here a worthy project ready made.  
Since the publication of Circular 412 on the Educational  Service of the Poor and the Promotion of Justice in 1980  John Paul II has written not less than three encyclicals on  
, the Promotion of Justice. International events like the Con vention on the Rights of the Child, the World Summit for  Children, and the World Conference on Education have  taken place. It might be time for these events to be somehow  reflected in the official documents of the Institute. •  
[image: ]
(*) Vitit Munthorbhom is a special Reporter to the United Nations  Human Rights Commission on the sale of children. The article referred to  is published in the Bulletin of Human Rights 91/2. United Nations, New  York. 1992. Copies of the article can be obtained from the above address,  or from the United Nations Delegation in different countries. Copies of  the Convention on the Rights of the Child can also be obtained from  different government youth agencies or from the U.N. agencies in the  respective countries, or from The Centre for Human Rights, United  Nations Office at Geneva. 8-14 avenue de la Pailc, 12111 Geneva 10,  Switzerland.  
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