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[image: ]WHAT A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL COMMITTED TO JUSTICE LOOKS LIKE.  Brother Joseph Porter  
A Christian school has Jesus Christ as its inspiration and motivation for operation.  The faculty and staff are committed to the Gospel message, and deal with students, fellow workers  and publi� in ways that demonstrate that commitment.  
The Reign of God is the goal of the school's operation.  
The Beatitudes, translated into today's idiom, are the blueprint for realising the establishment of the  reign and its justice.  
The school, prayerfully aware of those who hunger and thirst, is concerned about consumerism. It  teaches stewardship and justice that show the folly of a technology that keeps dreaming up ways to  produce more consumer goods with little concern for the labourers, the environment, the future  generations and the consumers. It points out the sham of appearing generous with one's abundance  just up to the point where t�is begins to inc.onvenience one's lifestyle.  
The school, prayerfully aw:are of the persecuted, is concerned about minorities. It establishes a policy  and practice among school personnel and students of non-discrimination because of race, colour, sexual  orientation, handicap, etc. htries to eliminate the burdens suffered by those with a minority mentality:  a lack of identity, a lack of self-confidence and a feeling of dependence.  
The school, prayerfully aware of the humble and the need for humility, provides extra help,  programmes and encouragement for the timid, the unaccepted, and the slower students. It also curbs  the school's preoccupation with success and unbridled competition. The dominant society, it seems, is  compulsively afraid of defeat, tragedy and the summons to self-denial.  
The school, prayerfully aware of the meek and the lowly, is concerned about being a slavish follower,  uncritically keeping up with the methods and goals of influential others. The unexamined compromise  is not worth living.  [image: ]
The school, prayerfully aware of peacemakers and the need for peace, cultivates respect, courtesy  and friendliness with other schools. It develops school pride through excellence, hard work, cooper ation and community rather than scorn or looking down upon outsiders. It also steers clear of a  triumphalism fuelled by a fascination for numbers. Accomplishment is not measured by scalp count;  the statistics accruing to "our side" in athletics, academics, number of stud�nts etc.  
The schooi prayerfully aware of the single-heartedness that leads to a vision of God, commits itself  to the collegial, cooperative.search for the will of God in our time and situation. It is concerned about  any messiah attitute, remembering the administration, religious staff, or teachers do not "carry" Christ  
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to the ignorant, the poor, the unenlightened. Christ and his message become known just as truly through  all th_ese latter, and all have much to learn from them. Any evangelisation process, as well as education  in justice, begins with presence and listening.  
The school, prayerfully aware of the need to show mercy, is tolerant (but not spineless) in dealing  with the less-than-perfect student performance, behaviour, or cooperation. Justice also demands that  teachers, as well as students, be accountable. One is not penalized for the shortcomings of the other.  A forum for appeal and due process is built into the school structure.  
The school, prayerfully aware of the poor and abandoned and the godly reign that is theirs, exposes  students ( and staff, if possible) to the economically poor and societally abandoned through programmes  that put them in meaningful contact with each other. Service programmes and workships are built into  the curriculum. A true Christian is one who serves.  
The school prayerfully aware of the persecuted and insulted, who are promised heavenly reward,  stands behind faculty and students cast into prophetic roles. It also recognises the mission of the school  itself to represent values, positions and commitments that are often enough at variance with the status  quo. A school committed to justice is not one that is simply a religious version of the existing order.  
A school dedicated to justice communicates its message, through its buildings, its budgets, its  programmes, its priorities, its style of life. The world can see the "good news" in what it observes if such  is genuinely present. •  
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