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THE LEADER OF A  [image: ]
LASALLIAN "FAITH GROUP"  IS SOMEONE WHO ...  
Bro. Rafael Matas  
You are the leader of a faith study/p[image: ]rayer group or  a catechetical group. You [image: ]were asked to help by a  Brother, a teacher or the chaplain of the educational  community. Perhaps it was the ,;!xample of a colleague  that led to y[image: ]our invol[image: ]vement, or perhaps it was your  o[image: ]wn wish to make a deeper Christian commitment.  
[image: ]
You have often asked yourself why they asked you  to invol[image: ]ve yourself. You may think even that this sort  of work is for people who are better trained. What is  certain, however, is that you have been there, week  after week, totally involved with your group, sharing  your time with it, your enthusiasm, your hope and your  faith. In fact, you are aware of the words of John  Baptist de La Salle: "Time is given us solely in order to  deserve Heaven" (Collection) .. You believe that all  Christians should pass on the Gospel message. since  faith is passed on, is communicated from person to  person. You are a link in a chain, made up of many  people, which gives life to the Church, the People of  God on the move.  [image: ]
As Lasallians, we believe thr1t the leader of a faith  group is SOMEONE WHO ...  
[image: ]
ANSWERS A CALL  [image: ]
"As men chosen by God to announce the t111ths  of the Gospel... by making known these truths to  children" (Med.198, 2).  
It is God who, through th[image: ]e, intermediary of your  Christian Community, calls you to continue his work:  "It is not you who have chosen me, but I who have  chosen you" (Jn 15, 16). He calls you, and your positive  response enables you to share the faith which you try  to live each day, and to transmit the faith that the  Church believes, celebrates and lives.  [image: ]
ACCOMPANIES  [image: ]
"How fo11unate are those who b egin thus in early  life to se,ve God" (Med.177, 1 ).  
By leading your group, you accompany other young  people. boys and girls in their formation process, as  they try to live together as a group in friendship and  dedication to a common task ... a group that is open to  others and which at the same time offers you an op [image: ]
portunity to grow. All of us, year after year, with the  help of others, try to follow the Lord.  
MAKES .JESUS CHRIST KNOWN  
"Take Jesus, therefore, asyourmodef' (Med.183,  3).  
Christians have been communicating the Good  News of Jesus to one another for 2,000 years: b[image: ]y his  death and resurrection he reveals the Father's love for  us and sends us his Spirit. We are all brothers. The  leader of a group is sent by the Church to proclaim  Jesus Christ and make him known.  
CONTINUES TO STUDY  [image: ]
"Let your ears be eFer open and attentiFe to the  word of God" (Med.64, 3).  
Your mission is not always easy, and it is not enough  for you to have good will. If you want to be able to cope  with the difficulties of your work as a leader, you need  training. You need:  
- to assimilate knowledge, learn techniques ... so as to  use them;  
- to grow as a Christian, to take care of your interior  lif[image: ]e.  [image: ]
You should know that you cannot undergo this  training by yourself. It is pref[image: ]erable and more logical  for you to do so with the Community.  
LIVES IN COMMUNI1Y  
[image: ]"You need the plenitude of God's Holy Spilit"  (Med.43, 2).  
Your Christian Community is the place where you  integrate your life of faith, dialogue and mutual help.  Together with others you organise what you will do  during the course of the year, you prepare celebra [image: ]
tions. outings, meetings ... You have all set out on the  same adventure. In the Community, you offer and you  receive help. In it, you live the gift of the Spirit.  
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SHARES THE WAY OF FAITH  
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In union with thousands of people in the Church  
[image: ]
[image: ]
"Nothing is small when considered with the eyes  of faith" (Med.142, 3).  [image: ]
In your role as one who promotes gro[image: ]wth in the  faith, you experience moments of darkness, but at  other times you discover how God w[image: ]orks in the hearts  of men, and that faith is always a personal relationship  with Jesus Christ. In order to grow in it yo[image: ]u must share  it With whom? With your own Community, with the  boys and girls of your group, with yo[image: ]ur family[image: ] ... because  the true leader is capable of sharing co[image: ]mpletely what  he is. •••  [image: ]
Friends, you are not alone. There ar[image: ]e many people  [image: ](young people, par[image: ]ents, teachers and Brothers) [image: ]work ing in the District in this specific apostolate which  consists in making G[image: ]od kno[image: ]wn more and more.  
[image: ]
[image: ]
who are in[image: ]volved in the same apostolate, we[image: ] contrib ute to making the Word of God grow in the hearts of  others.  
Let us encourage one another and seek the best way  of mo[image: ]ving forward along the road that leads to G[image: ]od,  by means of[image: ]:  
- catechesis before and af[image: ]ter first communion, befor[image: ]e  confirmation ...  
- groups which seek to deepen their understan[image: ]ding of  the faith ...  
- leading Christian Communities ...  
- youth mov[image: ]ements (Scouts ... )  
- free time, sports ...  
because every activity through which we make Jesus  known by our e[image: ]xample and our words is an opportunity  for genuine Christian leadership. •  [image: ]
***  
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[image: ]
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