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THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  PROGRAMME  [image: ]
The school pastoral care team  
Br. Gilbert Bauvin  
1. The specific nature of the Christian school:  a challenge  [image: ]
Organised and structured to meet the needs of an  age that �as sta?l� a�d ?fa s?ciety which was per meate� w1t.h Chnst�amty m all its parts, the Christian  s�hool 1s still co�ce1ved as functioning with an educa tmnal commumty and a school population that are  homogeneous.  
In our days, however, both the school population  and th� educatJonal community are the product of a  seculanse.d sc.)C1ety, in which Christianity is no longer  
the constitutive hnk of the social fabric. Secularised  society makes a distinction between the sacred and the  profane, between the spiritual and the temporal, be tween Church and State, faith and science. But it  creates also a� �rea of f�eedom which religion can  occupy as a leg1t1mate vanant that can influence per­ �onal and collective convictions and modes of behav mur.  [image: ]
In.t�is secularised so�iety. "to feel happy to be what  
one 1s • to be able to exist as an autonomous unit with [image: ] [image: ]?ne's own sp[image: ]�cific characteristics, to keep clear of  1mpo�ed solutions and ready-made legacies, seem to  constitute a value that has priority. This shows itself in  th� freedom of research and expression, in the cre ah?n .of oppo�tunities for discussion and dialogue, in  cla1mmg the nght to have personal convictions how ever tentative, in the possibility for each individual to  cre�te, to develop as he wants, to work out his own way  of hfe and to seek its meaning.  [image: ]
All the .characteristi�s of this secularised society are  refl�cted m o�r educational communities. In our days,  the mternal hfe of a Catholic school is characterised  by the existence side by side of ,'I plurality of heteroge 
neous opinions among teachers and students. And so,  the Christian education programme in a Catholic  school is a challenge today, because "to believe", to [image: ] belong to the Church is no longer a matter of course.  How can one, under these circumstances, propose the  ideal of a Christian life in a credible manner and with  respect for individual freedom?  
Implementing a Christian education programme is  therefore an opportunity to promote certain values  while taking into account the personal differences of  each individual.  [image: ]
2. The foundation educational programme  guides the actions  
of the educational community  
Each school has a history which constitutes its roots.  l_'hc L'.1sallian educational programme is the expres s10� of a whole traditi?n which has been progessively  ennched by the experience of three centuries of exis tenc�. It determines the principles which, in each age  and m each place, must be translated into concrete  actions supported by the entire body of the educa 
tional community. These concrete actions which take  place in the place of work constitute the school pro gramme which exists within the framework of the  foundation programme.  
As a rule, the whole educational community is re sponsible for the Christian education and pastoral care  ot the school. However, in our pluralist educational  communities, in which there are varying degrees of  commitment, it is important to mobilise all those who  are able to carry out and support the school educa 
tional programme. That is why it is essential to have a  pas�oral care team �hich will be concerned with pro posmg concrete actions.  
The task of the pastoral care team is not to impose  its own views, but to be in the first instance and in some  way. the core in which the foundation educational  programme is to be found, the conscience and the  memory of. the school establishment, and a body of  
persons which can regularly call to mind fundamental  guidelines. A parallel function is to inform, stimulate,  bring together and coordinate others, so that the edu cational work and the Christian leadership of the  school may be shared by the whole of the educational  community.  
So, it is not a case of "doing more", but of giving  guidance, of putting a soul into the everyday events of  school life.  
The pastoral care team is also a small Church cell  called to bear witness to the Gospel. Its work therefore  
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is a service to the Church, meeting "the pressing needs  of the Kingdom". What is involved here is not only the [image: ] future of the Christian school, but also the implemen tation by schools of a part of the "new evangelisation"  called for by the bishops, and thus sharing in the [image: ] transmission of the faith.  [image: ]
In practical terms, in order that the educational  programme pastoral care team can do its work proper ly, it must be unequivocally recognised as part of the [image: ][image: ][image: ] school structure. The members of the team share its  thinking with the whole of the school and make spe cific proposals for action to the whole educational [image: ] community. In a welcoming and open spirit, the pasto 
ral care team should try to involve all their school [image: ] colleagues: the headmaster and the administrative [image: ] team, the teaching and office personnel, students,  parents ...  
3. The three main areas of pastoral care  [image: ]
1. Announcing Jesus Christ. (Dogma)  
The Christian school must always be a place which  creates the right conditions for the evangelisation of  young people to take place. In an atmosphere of free dom and complete respect for the different situation [image: ] of each young person with regard to his level of faith, [image: ][image: ] and way of relating to Christ, it 1s important to nourish  the hunger of believers who want a more complete [image: ][image: ] treatment of the faith, and to answer the questions of [image: ][image: ] all those who seek to discover the meaning of their  lives. [image: ] [image: ]
The school will announce the Gospel to young [image: ] people to the extent it enabl�s them to experience [image: ] effectively the benefits of attentive and disinterested  love. Where this is the case, the Word of God will not [image: ] descend onto anonymous individuals, from on high,  like some abstract thing, but it will be part of the  human experience which it comes to enlighten and [image: ] explain. The first place where young people en [image: ]counter the God who calls them and makes them set [image: ] out on their way. is not in books or words, but in the [image: ] person of their teachers.  [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
2. To Jive and witness to Jesus Christ. (Moral)  [image: ]
The Good News that is proclaimed must permeate  the daily life of the school in all its facets. and hence  the golden rule "Do to others what you want others to  do to you" underlies all personal relationships. The  practice of mutual forgiveness and reconciliation is a [image: ] sign that Jesus saves and that he offers his love to all [image: ][image: ][image: ] men without distinction. In this way. school life em bodies Gospel values and becomes itself the living and  constant proclamation of the Gospel that reveals the [image: ][image: ] gratuitous love of God for men. [image: ] 
There is no ground more fertile for the communica [image: ]tion of faith than the practice of charity for its own [image: ] sake.  
In our mixed and pluralistic school communities, we  must create bonds of solidarity by promoting commit ment to all just human causes. Under these circum stances, religious membership can remain vague and  not be clearly defined, and everyone, on an equal  footing. can give and receive, discuss and function [image: ] freely on the plane of personal convictions. [image: ] [image: ]
For believers, it offers an occasion to put to the test [image: ] the consistency and relevance of their language as  believers. For others, it is a chance to reconsider their  ideas about religion and to ask themselves questions [image: ] about the Christian message.  
There is no really credible witness without a certain  passionate dedication to the service of man. No evan gelisation could possibly take place in a school where  school life contradicted what is written _in the Gospel. [image: ] 
3. Celebrate Jesus Christ. [image: ](Worship)  [image: ]
"I am the way, the truth and the life". In a Christian  school, all those who have discovered the person of [image: ][image: ] Jesus Christ must be able to say so to one another.  
[image: ]
Together, they celebrate the gratuitous love of God  and the interior life they live; together, they express [image: ][image: ] their love for Jesus Christ; together. they ask him for  the strength to be faithful and to show that all people  can be saved; together, they discern the active [image: ] presence of Jesus the Saviour in their daily lives, and  they take care to listen to, to receive and understand [image: ] the Word that God addresses to them each day of their [image: ] lives. •  
[image: ]
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