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The Brothers in· charge periodically evaluate the  
programmes and other projects established in the  
23-17-D-63  
WHAT IS DEMANDED OF US  BY OUR ASSOCIATION  [image: ]
(2/2)  
«Juntos», n° 89  
District of Central America  
• To see to the Formation:  
- [image: ]of the Brothers [image: ](R 96a, 32, & 101a)  
96a2. The first years in an active communitv. when  there should be a plan designed either by the "District  or by the community to guide and accompany the  Brother as he tries to become responsible for his own  formation.  
101a. �ach Brother is invited to develop a personal  formation programme. He has the primary responsi bility for his own formation; thus he will live out more  fully his vocation with his Brothers to the benefit of  the educational mission he shares with them.  
The need for continuing formation extends  throughout the entire lifetime and to every aspect of  the life of the Brother.  
- [image: ]of the Community (R 101b)  
101b. The community is responsible for establishing  an effective and ongoing programme for its own for mation as a group. The evaluation of this plan forms  part of the community's annual programme.  
- in the District [image: ](R 101d & 88b)  
101d. The Brother Visitor and his Council establish a  comprehensive plan of continuing formation which  caters for the particular needs of specific groups of  Brothers within the District. They provide the Bro thers who are reaching retiring age with the means to  investigate new possibilities and acquire new skills. In  this way, these Brothers are helped to continue doing  apostolic work in a way that is consistent with their  vocation.  
The superiors take the necessary means to ensure  that competent Brothers are put in charge of conti nuing formation in the District.  
communities of the District. T:hey ascertain as well the  extent of active participation of each Brother in the  work of renewal.  
88b. Both initial and continuing formation are related  to the overall programme of the District, thereby fa vouring the unity of the Brothers.  
- In the Institute [image: ][image: ](R 101g)  
101g. The Brother Superior and his Council are care ful to promote programmes of continuing formation  in the Institute, especially those designed to prepare  Brothers to work in formation.  
They ensure that the Brothers from the poorest  Districts are enabled to participate regularly in the  programmes of renewal established in the Institute.  
• And accompaniment ... (R 96a)  
96a. The period of temporary vows must be closely [image: ] supervised by the Brother Visitor and the Commission  for Formation. Three stages merit special attention:  
1. the time immediately after the novitiate when [image: ] the Brother is preparing to exercise his mission as a  teacher and an educator;  
2. the first years in an active community when there  should be a plan designed either by the District or by  the community to guide and accompany the Brother  as he tries to become responsible for his own forma tion;  
3. the time immediately leading up to perpetual  profession.  
• As an educational community of Brothers (R 58a  & 16a)  
58a. At the beginning of each year and in a spirit of  discernment. the Brothers establish or revise their  annual community programme.  
Everything that forms part of the life of the com munity is taken into account in making up this pro gram me: its life of prayer and its apostolic  commitments, its brotherhood, its relationships with  outsiders and its internal organisation, its provision for  continuing formation and its recreational activities.  
This community programme takes into account the  guidelines and directives already laid down by the  District Chapter.  
Once the programme is agreed upon and submitted  to the Brother Visitor for approval. the Brothers are  then committed to it. It serves during the year as the  basis for both personal and community evaluation,  especially on the occasion of the Brother Visitor's  official visit to the community.  [image: ]
16a. The Brothers submit their plans for new forms of  apostolate to the discernment of the community in  communion with the superiors and the Brothers of the  
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District, in order to be sure that these initiatives are in  conformity with the purpose of the Institute.  
• As an educational community (R 13d, 17b & 17c)  
13d In order to fulfil their mission, the Brothers,  together with those who work with them, undertake a  periodic evaluation and revision of their educational  programmes. Both groups provide as well for their  personal and continuing formation.  
17b To achieve the purposes of a school, the Brothers [image: ] foster a spirit of collaboration and mutual enrichment  among all the members of the educational community.  They help each one to fulfil his or her specific role:  students, parents, teachers, priests, former students  and friends.  
1691 fo,mula [image: ] 
We consecrate ourselves  to entirely to you  
to procure  
with all our ability and all  our efforts the estab lishment of the Society of  the Christian Schools  
in the manner that is  most pleasing to you and  of the greatest benefit to  the said Society.  
1694 f annul a  
I consecrate myself  wholly to you  
to procure  
your glory  
as far as I am able and as  you will require of me  
17c The Brothers' community makes known to the  rest of the educational community the essential ele ments of the Lasallian tradition. The Brothers offer to  those that desire it, a more intensified sharing of La sallian spirituality, encouraging such persons to make  a more specific apostolic commitment. The Brothers  join in the formation of faith communities which are  witnessing to the truth of what the Brothers profess.  
How can we understand and live, here and now, the  following inspiring words uttered by our first Bro thers in their own here and now?  ***  
The obligations of the vows for the Brothers [image: ][image: ] of the Christian Schools  
The vows oblige the Brothers to do four things:  [image: ]
1. To conduct schools by association, with those who  have become associated with the Society and with  those who will associate themselves subsequently, [image: ] wherever they are sent and to do whatever the supe riors assign them to do.  
2. To remain in the said Society for all the time they  have committed themselves to, with being able to [image: ] leave it of their own will, for whatever reason.  [image: ]
3. If it happens that the Society becomes destitute,  never to leave it for this reason, but to resolve rather  to beg alms and live on bread only rather than abandon  the said Society and the schools.  
4. To obey in the first place the superior of the Society [image: ] who has been chosen and the one or those that will  subsequently be chosen; secondly, the particular direc tors who are or will be appointed by the superior of  the Society; thirdly, the body of this Society, whether [image: ] the said bodly is represented by either superiors or [image: ] others assembled in its name. Brothers are obliged to  obey all the above on pain of mortal sin, every time  they command in virtue of the vows. [image: ] 
To understand and appreciate the "founding lan guage" of the 1691 and 1694 formulas of vows . [image: ] 
* * *  
Some ways to help me to assess my life  
• Together and by association, the basis for an  apostolic project [image: ] 
* The Rule tells us ... "together and by association" ... [image: ] - in the exercise of the Ministry ( 16)  
- doing God's Work (20)  
[image: ]as a community of consecrated persons (25)  
* To what extent am I conscious of being a Brother  with the Brothers of the District?  
* To what degree do I take part in: the District Plan?  the Community Programme? the Educational and  Pastoral plan?  
* Do I speak of my Personal programme with:  the Brother Visitor? the Brothers of my community? [image: ] the Brothers I am closer to or who are my friends?  
* What do I do to understand and practise my associ ation with my Brothers? in the District. as the "body  of the Society of the Brothers of the Christian  Schools" in Central America?  
* We live by association and with stability ... in order  to .. respond more effectively, as a stable community, [image: ] to needs of evangelisation and education that are  always present and ever renewed among the poor,  families and teachers.  [image: ]
Do I support District Plans? Do I not tend.to �estr_ict  myself rather to my own plans more or less tied m wit�  those of the District? Do I realise the harm done to it  by serving one's own interests?  
Association and stability require a process of con tinuing formation in the following areas:  
- professional competence  
- quality of relationships  
- witness of one's life [image: ] 
- the vigour of one's faith .... (cf. Rule 21) [image: ] 
Do you take this into account in your personal life  and with regard to your community?  
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