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WHAT IS DEMANDED OF US  BY OUR ASSOCIATION  [image: ]
(1/2)  
«Juntos», n° 89  
District of Central America  
1. "Together and by association" (R 47)  
• Inspired and sustained by the experience of the  Founder (R 47).  
47. John Baptist de La Salle was led to found a  community of men who, enlightened by God  and sharing in his plan of salvation, associated  together to respond to the needs of young  people who were poor and far from salvation.  [image: ]Even today, each of the Brothers' communities  finds in this event a fundamental source of in 
spiration.  
• We make a VOW of  
- Association FOR. ..  
- Association WITH ...  
42. By this vow they commit themselves to re main in the Institute in order to accomplish its  specific mission and to live in fraternal and apos tolic communion with their Brothers. faithful to  the Institute and to its spirit, to their Brothers  and to those they serve in their ministry.  
39. By the vow of association for the service of  the poor hrough education, the Brothers com mit themselves, as their Founder did. to conduct  as a community schools or other centres of  Christian education accessible to the poor. They  develop educational methods that promote  above all the social betterment of ordinary  classes of people.  
39a. The solidarity among the Brothers that  results from their vow of association for the  service of the poor through education gives sup port to the apostolic activity of the Institute.  
• "Having EVERYTHING IN COMMON" (R 32)  
32. By their poverty lived according to the Gos pel. the Brothers become poor in order to follow  Christ who was poor and in order to serve better  all persons as their brothers, especially those  most in need.  [image: ]
They are convinced that if they were to fill  their hearts with the goods of this earth, they  would close themselves off from God and  become as strangers to the poor.  
The spiritual journey of John Baptist de La  Salle, their Father. as well as their solidarity with  with people today and the needs of the Church,  motivate the Brothers to cultivate within them 
selves the disposition of a poor person. By such  a conversion, they witness to the fact that God  is their only wealtli.  [image: ]
The Brothers live simply as persons of ordi nary means. having everything in common. They  provide for the livelihood of the community  through their work. They decide together the  guidelines for the best use of their resources.  
For this  
• "Together and by association .. .in the Apostolate (R  16)  
16. From the beginning of the Institute, the  Brothers have fulfilled their mission "together  and by association". Each Brother exercises his  apostolate as a member of a community by  whom he knows he is accepted, supported and  entrusted with his mission.  
The Brothers are in solidarity with their com munity, with their District and with the Institute  as a whole. In fulfilling their ministry, whatever  their individual assignment may be, they are [image: ] contributing as a community to the unique  mission of the Institute within the Church.  
• "Together and by association .. .in the Congregation [image: ] (R 25) 25. For this purpose. I... promise to unite myself  and to remain in society with the Brothers of the  
Christian Schools who are associated to con duct, together and by association, schools for the  service of the poor. .. wherever I may be sent and  to do whatever I may be assigned by the body of  the Society or its superiors.  
• "Together and by association .. .in Community (R [image: ] 48) 48. The distinctive character of the Brothers'  community is to be a community where the ex perience of God is shared.  
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2. "In and for a project"  • What the Rule requires:  
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new programmes is carried out according to  
the guidelines set by the Church and by the  
Institute.  
- From the central government (R 117a)  117a. At the beginning of their mandate, the  Brother Superior and his Councillors draw up a  comprehensive programme which enables them  to respond to what they discern to be the call of  the Spirit or the needs of youth, and also to the  decisions taken by the General Chapter.  
This programme will distinguish between  those responsibilities that are to be shared by  the entire General Council and the specific  duties to be assigned to each Councillor.  
- For the Regi.onal Gol'emment (R 127e)  127e. The Regional Coordinator fosters com munication among the Brother Visitors of the  Region, and supports them in their mission. He  ensures that the Region remains in contact with  the Brother Superior General. He follows up  the application of decisions and programmes  adopted for the Region as a whole. He also  encourages cooperation and interdependence  between it and the other Regions of the In stitute.  
The details of the Brother Regional Coordi nator's functions are specified in each Region  by the Conference of Brother Visitors or poss ibly by a Regional Assembly with the approval  of the Brother Superior.  
- For the government of the Distlict (R 136 & 128)  136. The mission of the District Council is to  promote the unity of the District and to assist  the Brother Visitor in the exercise of his duties.  Together they make plans for the progress of  the District and they study how to face the prob lems that arise. Each year. the Brother Visitor  undertakes with his Council, a fraternal evalu ation of his own work and of the state of the  District.  
128. As an assembly of a pastoral and adminis trative nature, the District Chapter manifests  the profound unity existing among the Brothers  and permits their active participation, either  directly or through their delegates. in the struc tures of reflection and decision in the District.  
The District Chapter is convoked by the  Brother Visitor. It evaluates the life of the Dis trict in all its aspects. It takes into account the  local situation and it establishes a schedule of  precise programmes for renewal. adaptation or  growth to be implemented in the near future.  The process of evaluation and of establishing  
Everything set down concerning the District  Chapter applies equally to sub-Districts and  Delegations according to the arrangements  determined in their statutes.  
• To be more realistic and effective (R 58, 11 & 40a)  
58. The community provides the time and the  means necessary to study how to apply the Rule  to the actual circumstances in which it lives. It  determines the decisions to be taken in response  to questions concerning either the life of the  community or its mission.  
Exchanging views on these matters gives  everyone the opportunity to express his  thoughts and so to arrive at a unity of viewpoint  and action.  
11. John Baptist de La Salle was deeply moved  by the way in which "the children of the artisans  and the poor" were abandoned and left to them selves. As a practical response to his prayerful  consideration of this fact in relation to God's  plan of salvation, he came to discern in faith  what God wanted the mission of the Institute  to be.  
In order to respond to this plan and to similar  situations of distress the Institute desires to be  present in the world of today as part of the  Church's work in spreading the Gospel.  
In its primary concern for the educational  needs of the poor as they strive to become aware  of their dignity and to be recognised as human  beings and children of God, the Institute estab 
lishes, renews and diversifies its works according  to what the kingdom of God requires.  
40. The Brothers have always in view the pro motion of justice in the light of the Gospel and  the direct or indirect service of the poor as the  preferred aspect of their ministry of education.  
They work directly for the poor by providing  an education for the economically deprived, vic tims of social injustice, delinquents and those  neglected by the rest of society.  
When the Brothers work with students from  families that are more or less well off, they teach  them their duties and responsibilities with re gard to social justice and charity towards  everyone.  
The Brothers give special attention to their  pupils who have difficulties at school, at home,  or problems adjusting to society.  
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