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INTRODUCTION

@ This issue of Lasalliana, N22, is the last one of 1991. With it, the third year of publication (second period)
comes to an end. (After the first period, publication was discontinued for two years.)

® This year, the Institute is celebrating the tercentenary of the heroic vow made by St. John Baptist de La Salle
and two of his companions. By it they committed themselves before God and for his greater glory, to support the
young Society, and they declared themselves ready to face all sorts of sacrifices resulting from poverty and
desertion. This act of generosity was blessed by God and had important consequences for the Church, for
evangelisation and education. In this year’s three issues we have included a certain number of articles relating
to this event, treating it from an historical, spiritual and community point of view.

® This year also saw the publication of the Guide for Formation. This had been asked for by the last General
~ Chapter and the finished product is the fruit of much hard work all over the Institute. This important document
will be studied in a variety of articles in future issues of Lasalliana.

® 1991 was likewise the centenary of "Rerum Novarum”, an encyclical whose pastoral influence was very great
in the sphere of labour relations. Pope John Paul II commemorated the occasion by publishing another striking
document, the encyclical "Centesimus annus".

In future issues, we intend to offer some considerations on this matter. Our Institute, in fact, is much involved
with working people, either by training students for trades, or running youth associations based on schools or
establishments offering technical and vocational teaching.

® This year began shortly after the publication of "Redemptoris Missio" (it appeared on December 7th 1990).
This encyclical calls on the Church as a whole to commit itself resolutely and seriously to evangelisation in all

parts of the world.
Lasallian schools have to respond to this call. There has already been a number of articles on the subject.

Others are in the pipeline for future issues.

® The 42nd General Chapter has been officially announced. This means that the Institute will be preparing for
this important event. We too will be considering it.

® As can be seen, all these various topics concern not only the Brothers, but also the Lasallian Family as a
whole, that is, all those that belong to movements that have grown up around the Institute and who live according
to Lasallian spirituality and the Lasallian charism of Christian education.

Certain Districts have asked for extra copies of Lasalliana so as to be able to supply not only communities, but
also Lasallian schools, staffrooms, all kinds of Lasallian associations, affiliated members, collaborators, etc. This
will be of great benefit to them. We thank them for the interest they show in this publication and we hope their
example will be followed!

Br. José Maria Valladolid
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