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SHARED MISSION  
AND LASALLIAN PHILOSOPHY  (2/2)  
THIRD PART:  
mis LASALLIAN PHILOSOPHY  [image: ]
OF EDUCATION IS MORE AND BETTER  APPLICABLE TODAY [image: ] 
mANKS  
TO THE SHARED MISSION.  
The philosophy of education which permeates an  educational establishment is what defines the peda gogical act.  [image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
The pedagogical act, in so far as it is an action  springing from an act of knowledge and love, needs [image: ] philosophical language. [image: ] [image: ]
Philosophical language is what describes the exist [image: ]ence and the situation of man in the world. [image: ][image: ][image: ] 
The existence of man in the world cannot be under stood except as a relational existence. In his work [image: ][image: ] entitled "Theory and Metatheory of Education",  AntoniJ. Colom Canellas states that "education could  very well be reduced to a relational phenomenon" (p. [image: ][image: ] 56).  
Lasallian vocabulary furnishes us a new expression: [image: ] the "shared mission", with the meaning of "relation ships between teachers". [image: ] 
The dual position which has been linked "ab initio" [image: ] with reflection on the Lasallian philosophy of educa tion ( cf. 2nd part, 2.0) : the ethical-philosophical and  the pedagogical- philosophical questions have now [image: ] become within, and as a consequence of, the shared  mission, a causality and a process.  [image: ]
1.0 A CAUSALITY  
The study of educational causality forms a part of  educational etiology (from the Greek "aitia": cause,  foundation) and educational anthropology. Etiology  as a term is reserved for research into the why and how  of the educational process.  
Educational causality describes therefore the de [image: ]liberate intention of a person or a group of persons to  bring about the education of another person or group  of persons.  [image: ][image: ]
"Education" presupposes the conversion of a person  by a process intended to bring about the internal  transformation of the person.  [image: ]
In order that this phenomenon can come about,  there has to exist a causal relationship between the  educator(s) and the educated (one or more), without  there necessarily being any conditioning of behaviour,  alienation or absorption of one or other of the persons  involved in the relationship.  
Such conditioning must likewise be avoided by those  who guide the educational process. "Hodogetics"  (from the Greek "odos": way, "egein": guide, lead)  demands not only that a "hodogogue" should be free  from conditioning, but that likewise his "accompani ment" (from the Latin "cum": with, and "panis": bread)  should be beyond reproach, so that the pedagogical act  (from the Greek "paidos": child and "egein: to lead)  can respond to the following questions: Is it possible  for one man to lead another man ? Is such a guide  necessary ? And in the case of an affirmative answer:  What are his limits ? since it is a question here of [image: ] something as delicate as the human person. [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ]
Let us reply that this not only possible but also [image: ] necessary. The importance and value of such actions [image: ] are all the greater when it is a group of persons  ("shared mission") involved in directing the process. [image: ] 
(IN PARENTHESIS)  
Nevertheless St. Thomas Aquinas (Summa, ques [image: ]tion 117, a.1) denies that anyone can cause the educa tion of another: the educator cannot influence a pupil  directly because he is only an external factor. The only  thing an educator can do is to propose values, experi ences, possibilities: explain science, culture ... and the [image: ] pupil will assimilate them or not, according to his own [image: ] capacity to cause his own education. St. Thomas uses  the example of a doctor who does not cure the patient: [image: ] it is the patient that cures himself by taking the mede [image: ]cine provided by the doctor. [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
St. Augustine, for his part, uses as his thesis that of  illumination to explain that it is only by this means, [image: ] through a special intervention of God, that the educa [image: ][image: ][image: ]tor can teach a pupil because God is the only true [image: ] teacher.  
After a certain time the following balanced conclu sion was reached: the educator can transmit only the  "humanising" elements he possesses but not the "hu manised" elements of his person, even though the  "humanised" aspect of the educator is clearly per ceived by the pupil and can influence the pupil as a  "humanising" factor.  [image: ]
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The more the educator is highly "hominised" ( and  not only "humanised"), the greater his influence in the  humanisation process of the personality.  
"Hominisation" is more substantial to the extent that  its source and origin are more "hominised". This edu cational "hominisation" has its roots firmly embedded  in the founding act of John Baptist de La Salle and  continues to draw strength today thanks to the shared  · mission though the union of "hominised" forces.  
2.0 AS AN EDUCATIONAL PROCESS  The educational process is the product of the dia lectical integration between perfectibility and inten tionality.  • Perfectibility can be:  
- natural: evolution of nature, without any refer ence or finality outside of natural evolution.  
- artificial : the regulating principle is an artifice  ( education is a work of art).  
The educational process is not the work of the artist  alone, nor of nature alone. A balance has to be sought,  since no system should do violence to the nature of the  subject. Were this to happen it would bring about the  loss of the idea of improvement which it must necess 
arily include.  
• Intentionality, which must be based on two princi ples:  
- intrinsic: the nature of the pupil.  
- extrinsic: (with an active element and a passive  element): it is I the educator/educated who educate  the pupil who, however, should not be in any way  subjected to conditioning.  
Causality and process are two elements of the peda gogical act which must be inspired .by the philosophy  of education. This involves not only a horizontal and  synchronic movement, but has always, and will always,  include a vertical and diachronic constant (specifically  historical and evolutive) in harmony with the direction  and rhythmn adopted by society.  
[image: ]
GENERAL CONCLUSION  
[image: ]
With regard to Lasallian lay people, the Lasallian  Community does not dissociate mission from spiri tuality. It presupposes the union of these two aspects  and proposes to its associates the following two condi tions:  
1. The desire to tend to evangelical perfection in  their lay state.  
2, The desire to observe the spirit proper to the  Community, the spirit of faith.  
They need therefore:  
- to know what this spirit consists in.  
- to strive to acquire it.  
Today, the Lasallian Province of Medellin, faithful  to the charism of the holy Founder and to the signs of  the times discerned at the 41st General Chapter  (1986) and condensed in the Rule of 1987, exhorts  Lasallian lay people, in the framework of the shared  mission. to dedicate their lives together with us as  "school ministers" in preparation for the year 2,000, in  the following two areas:  
1. The commitment to teaching values,  
with the awareness that personal witness and the  relational atmosphere of the educational community  are important factors in causality and the process of  "autodidaxis" and "heterodidaxis".  
2. Opening up teaching to the spiritual dimension.  This is the evangelical option of the person who  considers his life to be a vocation to serve humanity. [image: ] In fact, only the person who accepts to be part of the  interdependent world of gratuity and dedication can  truly say that he is accomplishing "the ministry God has  confided to him".  
[image: ]
Br. Alvaro Llano Ruiz  
[image: ]
[image: ]
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