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[image: ]THIS MINISTRY OF OURS  [image: ]
(2/2)  
Presentation to Faculty/Staff of La Salle High School, Pasadena. September, 1990 [image: ][image: ] 
WHAT IS THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL?  [image: ]
In «To Teach as Jesus Did,» the purpose of the  Catholic �chool is the integration of religious truth and  values with the rest of life. This is accomplished not  only by its unique curriculum, but more importantly,  by the presence of teachers who express an integrated  approach to learning and living in their private and  prof�ssional lives. The Catholic school accepts as its  specific duty the comprehensive Christian formation  o� i� students. Its �ission is a critical systematic trans­ �ion of cultur� m th� light of faith and the integra tion of cultur� �th faith, and faith with daily living.  Prayer and religion must permeate the entire curricu lum - co-curricular as well, so that students do not see  r�ligion as a neat little package - liturgy, church, reli gion class - but rather as life itself. One way we can be  God's instruments of salvation is to give students  qua�ty educati?n. an� skills necessary for their tempo ral life. Our mission is to proclaim the Gospel to our  students. God will give them the message, if we an nounce it, model it, and train them with the tools to  discern it.  
The Vatican II Declaration on Christian Education  proclaims:  
Catholic Education is a form of education  which promotes the development of the whole  person -body, mind, spirit- and fosters the entire  development of human life. The example and  teachings of Jesus Christ provide the inspiration  and the course of Catholic Education. As a life long process, Catholic Education is a socio-relig 
ious activity which enables a person to become a  responsible member of the human family and  willing to contribute to the well being of the global  community.  
WHAT ADDS THE LASALLIAN DIMENSION?  
The Lasallian Charism adds a special dimension ...  From the very beginning, De La Salle wanted his  
Brothers to be ministers of God and channels of his  truths. He wanted them to teach poor children and to  teach them in Christian schools. In our day, Lasallian  schools are run by both Brothers and lay people. De  La Salle ·s thinking has lost none of its astonishing  relevance. Its influence extends beyond the Brothers'  communities; it reaches out to all who wish to work,  guided by his inspiration. (Brother John Johnston,  F.S.C.) The purpose of the Brothers' institute is the  Lasallian way of expressing the basic message of the  Gospel: proclaim Jesus Christ. Therefore, a Lasallian  school should be characterized by the fact that it makes  its students actively responsible for their own develop ment. They have to learn how to be involved in their  own education and develop social responsibility. To  achieve this, they should be given an active role to play  in class. The pupil is not an object which receives;  rather he is the one who thinks, who searches, who  discovers, who creates. All this implies a certain  teacher-taught relationship. It is not one between  someone who knows everything and badly misunder stands the idea of authority, and other person who  knows nothing. Rather it is a relationship of commu 
nion and brotherhood and sisterhood. This import ance of knowing and living the philosophy takes us to  this morning's activity.  
With regard to what is taught, a Lasallian school  takes care to prepare its students to take their place in  present-day society and in that of the future. This  implies constant adaptation to society as it evolves but  without losing a critical spirit. Moreover, what is  taught is not simply a body of knowledge, but also and  perhaps principally, values that are the foundation of  the education of the whole person. In Lasallian  schools, pupils are taught to be active agents not only  in their own education, but also in social transforma tion. De La Salle himself challenged the society of his  day by actions which appeared revolutionary at the  time. The Lasallian school is a school whose whole life,  at every moment of the day, should consist in living out  the teachings of the Good News in the presence of  Jesus. And this Good News is that we are all certainly  saved and risen with him, and that its keyword is love.  
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St. La Salle instructs his teachers to look upon  themselves as ministers of God and the administrators  of his mysteries. He reminds them that they have been  called by God to this ministry and given the grace of  teaching and the gift of exhortation for the sake of [image: ] those entrusted to their care. He says fulfill your min [image: ][image: ]
istry with alll the affection of your heart. You are  co-workers with God in his work. [image: ] [image: ][image: ]
It is the mission of the Lasallian teacher to teach the  [image: ]students to love authentically, to proclaim what we [image: ] believe and practice what we teach; to be patient, [image: ] taking time to develop with our students a community  of knowledge and faith; to be kind - gentle with the  slow learner and the problem student. Leaming and  maturity are encouraged more by patient guidance  than by stern demands. The teacher must be truthful.  The teaching must be hopeful, seeking to inspire the [image: ] students with a desire for knowledge and the convic [image: ]tion that God has given them personal talents to be  developed. The teacher must inspire the students to [image: ] develop uniquely the potential which each possesses.  [image: ][image: ]
THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING [image: ][image: ] 
AND OWNING THE PHILOSOPHY  
The unique vehicle for accomplishing these tasks is  the thoughtfully prepared and reflectively integrated  [image: ]philosophy of the school. On this written statement of  philosophy, goals, and objectives hinges the success or  failure of the entire education effort. Therefore, it is  essential that each member of the faculty understand,  profess, and implement the school's statement of phil osophy. It is also essential, if for no other reason than  a unity in teaching, that each member of the com munity, albeit with differing degrees of awareness,  adopts a common vision based on adherence to a scale  of values in which he/she believes.  [image: ]
Every teacher in a Catholic school conveys both a  content and an attitude about religion. In every disci pline and course, religious values are lived and com municatted. It is important that all of us understand  how a message related to faith is explicitly or implicitly  transmited. As stated in the Catholic School Docu ment of the Church, «it is the task of the whole faculty  and staff, to ensure that a distinctive Christian educa tional environment is maintained in practice.» We  have been selected to be here because we have dem onstrated that we are qualified and committed to the  mission of La Salle High School. We want to grow in  faith, integrate that faith into our work, and help to  create a genuine community of belief and service. In  the Second Vatican Council's Declaration on Chris tian Education, it states: let teachers realize that to the  greatest possible extent they determine whether the  Catholic school can bring its goals and understandings  
to fruition. Bound by charity to one another and to [image: ] their students and penetrated by an apostolic spirit, let  them give witness to Christ, the Master Teacher, by  their lives as well as by their teachings.  [image: ]
IASKED  [image: ]FOR WONDER-ABRAHAM HESCHELL: [image: ][image: ] 
«Everything depends on the person who stands in  front of the classroom. The teacher is not an automatic  fountain from which intellectual beverages may be  obtained. He is either witness or stranger. To guide a  pupil into the promised lands, the teacher must have  been there himself. When asking: Do I stand for what  I teach? Do I believe what I say? he must be able to  answer in the affirmative. What we need more than  anything else is not textbooks, but textpeople. It is the  personality of the teacher which is the text that the  pupils read; the text they will never forget.»  [image: ][image: ]
Mrs. Mimi MacCaul [image: ] 
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