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FOREWORD

The LASALLIANA launches into its fourth year...

During the General Chapter, we profited by the
presence of most of the Brothers Visitors here in Rome
to conduct a little evaluation of the first three years of
this publication. We submitted a brief questionnaire to
them to get their personal opinions of the publication
and to solicit their suggestions for the future of Lasal-
liana.

We received 37 responses to this questionnaire,
which represents about 50% of the Districts and Dele-
gations. The capitulants who were not Visitors belie-
ved that they should not respond, and this was regret-
table but understandable. A greater percentage of re-
sponses would have had a still greater value.

By way of a foreword to this number, we should
like to present here a faithful echo of the responses to
the first question: “What is your personal opinion of
the Lasalliana?".

All the responses were positive. They expressed
appreciation of the following aspects:

% The Lasallian vitality, the richness and diversity
of topics presented by the articles.

* The instrument of communication and informa-
tion which gives the readers a better knowledge of
the Founder and of the Institute today.

* The brevity of the texts in no way, however, de-
tracts from the seriousness and profundity of the sub-
jects because they are the result of research or perso-
nal experience.

* The useful, practical, andconcrete aspects of
the articles lend to their being used with groups of
Brothers or Lasallian lay people.

% The summaries of Lasallian spirituality, the

exercise of the ministry, and the pivotal points of edu-
cation which can be found here.

* The stimulating dimension these articles hold
for the readers and, without doubt, for the authors
themselves.

* The convenience of classification and refe-
rence, thanks to the type of format and the enumera-
tion of each article.

This collection of responses reveals also the main
uses which can be made of this material, even in those
countries where the texts must first be translated into
the national language. It can be further garnered:

— that the use of the articles is often selective: the
texts chosen are those which essentially are more di-
rectly adapted to local situations. That is both natural
and legitimate and very much in keeping with the pur-
pose of the publication;

— that the formation groups are the most fre-
quently cited;

— that the articles are also used for all kinds of La-
sallian encounters;

— that the various constituents of the educational
community can also derive profit from this publica-
tion.

Sometimes this general satisfaction was continued
on with expressions of gratitude not only toward those
in Rome who are responsible for its publication, but
also towards the authors who have contributed articles
thus far. I am happy that these authors were also
thought of because it is they who give this review its
true value.

Among the expressions of gratitude, I should like
to quote verbatim one of the opinions received: “The
Lasalliana is the best publication which we receive
from the Motherhouse. It is appreciated by everyone!”

The 41st General Chapter was very much marked
by the theme of the “Interdependence” of the Institute.
It is encouraging to ascertain that the Lasalliana seeks
to be a means of expressing and spreading this inter-
dependence.

Brother Leon LAURAIRE
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