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My VERY DEAR BROTHERS,

MAY THE GRACE AND THE PEACE OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST BE ALWAYS WITH 08!

The retreat called the Retreat for Superiors ended, as
it did in previous years, with the reading and discussion of
a paper prepared by one of our dear Brothers Visitor General.

This paper, studied first by the Regime and then sub-
mitted for appraisal to our dear Brothers Retreatants, was
finally looked into by a theologian, wlio affirms that it is
completely in harmony with the views and recommenda-
tions of our Holy Father.

In this fine bit of work you will find a serious and fully
documented development of a topic to which the Holy
Father has many times already drawn the attention of the
Pastors of the faithful, and of religious educators in par-
' ticular.

| The educator who wishes to do a worth-while job must
be ready continually to improve his methods by taking
into account the experiences of those about him, but above
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all by heeding the recommendations coming from that
authority we all hold to be supreme. Now the Sovereign
Pontiff, who is placed by God at the pinnacle of that emi-
nence whence he dominates the world, cries out in alarm
and sends forth an order for general mobilization, with a
view to making sure that every activity of the army of-
‘Christ be concentrated on a measure at once providential
and necessary: the Apostolate within one’s own environment
through Catholic Action.

This Apostolate, re-enlivened by the activity of the Holy
Father is so important that an aufhoritative interpreter
has seen it to affirm that ‘ Catholic Action is not merely
@ social program, but a sensus Christi, and it is. to employ
a synthetical expression, the Third Order of the Church
itself.” (Count DELLA TorRE, Course in Catholic .dction
at the University of dilam, 1930).

No Christian can, without really transgressing, draw
away from this congquering undertaking; and cvery ed-
ucator should from now on establish within his school, within
his class, a sort of novitiate for Catholic Action. The pages
that follow are meant to help our Brothers in this work.

The author of the paper presents neither a summary nor
a manual of Catholic Action; he means te give his Brotlers
a precise theoretical and practical lkmowledge of Catholic
Action in so far as it applies to our school and pest-school
activities. The considerations he presents repose upon the
granite stone of the definition set forth by His Holiness
Pope Prus XTI and are made clear in the generous light that
comes to us from the Vatican. These considerations sum-
marize the data derived from an inquiry made throughout the
Districts of the Institute. May these considerations cause
the thought of the Head of the Church to be understood
in its true meaning; may they cause any inesact or false
ideas to be revised; may they stimulate our good-will and
tend to make us still more worthy of the paternal affection
of the great Pontiff, who on Octeber 27th last, thinking of
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the entire Society of the Brothers of the Christian Schools
represented by the members of the elective commission,
gave from his heart this spontaneous and encouraging tes-
timony: “I give you my greatest blessing, which you so
well merit.”

The present circular shall be read publicly in the com-
munity; but we do not. desire that the Brothers limit them-
selves to this simple reading: we wish that in every retreat-
center a tall be given, say on the eighth day, on Catholic
Action and on the means to make it lively and effective in
the district. Brother Visitor should take in hand himself
the preparation of this talk, or he should designate well-
beforehand a Brother to do the¢ work with much care and
attention.

We are, with the most religious affection in Our Lord
Jesus Christ, our very dear Brothers,
Your very humble and devoted servant,

Brother JUNIEN- VICTOR.

CATHOLIC¢ ACTION

All the writings of His Holiness Pope P1us X1, as well as
his racio messages come back to this theme, whieh seems to
dominate the thought of omr venerable Pontiff: the theme
of Catholie Action.

The Pope never tires of repeating that Catholic Action
is dear to him *‘ ut pupillam oculi’’; and for now more than _
fifteen years the august old man with extraordinary per-
tinacity ‘ceases not to present Catholic Action to the
Christian world as the great duty of the present day and
the prineipal preoccupation of his pontificate.”” To the epis-
copate, to religious superiors, to laymen of influence, he reit-
erates: Organize Catholic Action, Enter into Catholic Action,
Propagate Catholic Action.
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As true sons of Saint John Baptist DE vA Sarrxk, let us
be extremely attentive to this instruction of our Holy
Father, the Pope; and let us endeavor thoroughly to under-
stand his thought upon this important subject. Let us
discover how we can in our vocation as religious educators
carry out this appeal, which is addressed in comimon to all
the faithful.. ’

Catholic Action can be studied from a theoretical point
of view. That will be the concern of the first part of this
paper. We shall consider the nature, the necessity and
the organization of Catholic Action in the light of pontifical
documents and the experiments that have been carried out
in several parts of the world. In the 2econd part of the
paper we shall study Catholic Action from the practical
point of view; that is, we shall examine in what manner
Catholic Action should be understood and applied by the
teaching religious.

FIRST PART
CATHOLIC ACTiON IN GENERAL

I - Nature of Catholic Action

Beginning with his first encyclical Ubi arcano Dei, of
December 23rd, 1922, regarded as the fundamental program
of the great pontificate of Pius XI, His Holiness defined
Catholic Action as ‘‘the participation of laymen in the
apostolate of the hierarchy.” This concise formula has a
marvellous depth of meaning; the Pope himself has declared
that he should not have discovered it without the assistance
of an inspiration from Heaven. Here again is how he
defines Catholic Action in a letter addressed to the President
of the International Union of Catholic Women: ‘* Catholic
Action, such as we desire it and such as we have defined it
in several instances, is the participation of lay people in the
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apnstolate of the hierarchy, for the purpose of defending
religious and moral principles and developing a wholesome
2ocial action, under the direction of the ecclesiastical hier-
archy, outside of and above all political parties, in order
that Catholic life be re-established in the family, and in
society.”’

As we very well perceive, the apostolate urged upon the
faithful in general is not an independent action, but rather
aéparticipation in an action already divinely established.
Tn iustituting His Church, Our Lord confided to Pastors
only the care of conducting souls to their supernatural end.
It is only to St. Peter and to the Apostles, and consequently
to their snecessors, the Pope and the Bishops, that He gave
the command to go throughout the world to preach and
to reach.

The warrant for anything pertaining to the apostolate
comes first, then, from the hierarchy. It amounts to this,
that from the sanctuary one is to take and carry abroad;
the treasure of the Faith confided to the Church. Inmatters
pertaining to the Church there can be nothing accomplished
without legitimate authorisation.

But on the other hangd, as stated by Bishop FONTENELLE,
people have come too often to think that the role of the faith
ful is merely passive, and that on the Pastors solely, there
devolves the business of fighting and of conquering. They
would imagine that the Church, the great ormy of Christ
the King, sends only its leaders into the fight and allows the
troops to remain in idle repose. We must remember that
the Faithful form part of the Church and that the Church
is not the hierarchy solely. Yes, emphatically, Catholic
Action is the business of lay folk—the expression is from
Bishop Przzarpo.

The Christian, incorporated in Christ by Baptism, should
exercise a ministry, in the larger sense of that word. His
Holiness Pope Pius XI says as much, in a letter to Cardinal

——t



8 CIRCULAR NO. 297

Van Roey: ‘“Let the Taithful,” he declares, “be well
persuaded that it is by a special grace of God. that they ave
calied to this work of the Apostolate, so similar to the priest’s
work.”

Making his thought very precise by giving it the form of
a theological argument, the Head of the Church writes this
to the Cardinal Archbishop of Lisbon in January, 1934:
“The Apostolate is one of the duties inherent in the Chris-
tian Life. As a matter of fact, if we look at the matter
sharply, it is the Sacraments of Baptism ancl Confirmation
themselves that impose among other obligations, the obli-
gation of the Apostolate, thatis, the duty of rendering spir-
itual help to the neighbor. In truth, by Confirmation one
becomes a soldier of Jesus Christ. Now who does not per-
ceive that the soldier is expect.ed to face fatigue and struggle,
less for himself than for others? And, although in a manner
less obvious to the profane, Baptism also imposes the duty
of the Apostolate, since it is by Bapfism that we become
members of the Church, that is to say, of the Mystical Body
of Christ. Among the members of this body, as indeei
it is the same for the members of any other organism,
there must be a solidarity of interests, a reciprocal commu-
nication of life: Multi unum cerpus sumus in Christo, singuli
wutem alter alterius membra (Rom. XII, 5). One member
must aid the others; none may remain inactive: each one
receives, each in turn must give.

“ Again, every Cliristian receives the supernatwad life
which circulates in the veins of the mystical body of Christ,
that abundant life which Christ came to bring upon the
earth, as He Himself declared: Veni ut vitam habecnt «f
abundantius habeant (Joan., X, 10). It follows that every
Christian should transmit this life to others who may not
possess it or who may possess it in too small & measure or
only in appearance. We do not doubt that once the Faith-
ful will have considered these fnnclamental truths of the
Faith,anew spirit will take possession of their hearts, giving
birth to intense action.”
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The idea that the Christian Life implies an apostolate
ishowever notnew. *‘ Catholic Action,” saysPope Prtis XI,
‘“is not a novelty of the present time; it is really as old as
the Chureh.”” It would be a great error > he says else-
where, “to think that Catholic Action is a discovery of
these latter times... No, there is nothing older. The
thought is founcl expressed in Holy Scripture and in a1l
the pages of ecclesiastical history.” )

In August, 1926, Pope Pius, receiving in aundience the
peopleof the parish of Saint Camillus, said to them: ** From
the time of the Apostles there existed collaboration in the
Apostolate. It is the Apostles themselves who in their
writings point. out for the admiration and imitation of ail
the ages to come, who these collaborators were.” Like-
wise the oldest traditions of the Church equally show us
lay people devoting themselves to the work of evangelisa-
tion. And in modern times there is not a nation but can
draw up its honor list of lay apostles whose approved anel
intelligent cooperation the Church has put to use.

Hence, nif nevi sub sele, nothing new under the Sun ef
Truth, nothing new in the history and life of the Church,
nothing new in the teachings and directions of the. Pontiffs.
“We ought carefully to guard owrselvesfrom believing,
says LEe XIIT, *“ that it is forbidden to pr.vate persons to
cooperate in the Apostolate, above all when it is a question
of men to whom God has confided the gifts of intellisenee.
Let everybody remember then that he can and ought to
propagate the Catholic Faith.”

Pope Prus X, in his first encyclical, urges the episcopate
and the clergy to * restore all things in Christ.”” Then le
adds: “ It is not only men clothed with Holy Orders. but
all the Faithful without exception who should devote them-
selves to the interests of God and of souls: not of course
esch one to the fancy of his own views and tendencies but
always under the direction of the Bishops.”

In his turn Pope BeNEBICT XV recommends Catholic
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Action for the rechristianizing of the masses. In 1916 he
writes to the Archbishop of Bogota: ““ It is not irrelevant to
recommend to you the study of those institutions which
taken together, bear the name of Catholic Aetion... It is
not sufficient that the clerics and the lay people friendly to
Catholic Action go among the multitudes and group them;
they require further to penetrate these multitudes with the
truths of Faith, so that each one may know his duties and
conduct himself aceordingly.”

But the Pope whom posterity will call the Pontiff of
Catholic Action is Prus X1.- His aets in this matter are
innumerable; everything constitutes an oceasion for him to
recommend ‘‘ his beloved Catholic Action.”” The reason
is that in our day the apostolate of men among their equals
has become an indispensable condition for Christian vitality.

IT — The nccessity of Cathelic Aection

In the encyelical program Ubi Aycane Dei His Holiness
Pope Pius X1 explains that Catholic Action is indissolubly
linked with the restoration of the kingdom of Christ: * Re-
mind your Faithful of the laity,” he says, ““that when they
are united to their Bishops and their Priests and when they
participate in the work of the apostolate, they are more than
ever just what they ought to be: a chosen race; a royal
priesthood, a holy nation.” Catholic Action is then neces-
sary for the Church with the necessity of divine command,
and not solely of ecclesiastical origin; it is decreed by the
Founder of the Church Himself.

The importance of the apostolate of the faithful among
the faithful explains the nrgency of the organization at this
time.

To begin with, priests are all too few. In certain coun-
tries the clergy has been decimated by war or by persecu-

‘t;ion and its recruitanent has been hampered by a diminution
of the Christian spirit within the family. The word of the
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priest can no longer reach all the sheep of the flock, whose
perseverance, so much in jeopardy yesterday, is today more
ancl more threatened, for ““ the average Catholic is not suf-
ficiently strong to safeguard his faith and his virtne, within
the morbid atmosphere of atheism into which he has been
thrust.”” Pastors then are absolutely in need of alert and
zealons anxiliaries, in need. really of lay missionaries, who
will cause the work of the priest to be broadenecl and who
will * spea) to hearts in a spirit of fraternal charity.” It
is Catholit Action that will give to the clergy, now too few
in number, these indispensable collaborators. ‘“The lay
apostolate is then complementary to the sacerdotal apos-
tolate, complementary because different, complementars-
becanse dependant, complementary because auxiliary in the
true sense of the word.”

Elsewlhere, thatis to say, in the favored countries, where
the clergy are miunerous and zealous, there are nevertheless
certain social strata found to be systematically closed to the
religious action of the priest. Excessive industrialization
delivers over to the disintegrating activity of materialism
and of commmism the working masses over whom the Church
has lost mueh influence. ‘ That is the greatest scandal
of the nineteenth century! *° exelaims the Sovereign Pontiff
in speaking to Canon CarRDrIN, the founder of the Catholic
Waorking Youth of Belgimn.” In most of the industrial
regions the priest sees hiniself in a situation where it is
practically impossible to induce the workers to enter his
ehureh, A. malevolent propaganda puts the conviction
anchor-like into the mind of the people, that the Catholic
religion is the subservient and perpetual ally of Capitalism.
So the apostolate for the worker shall be undertaken by the
worker or else it will not be undertaken at all. The Pope
is aware. of that and consequently wishes that everybody be
an apostle, and that the organized laity give freely an active
and disinterested cooperation to the work of reviving the
religions spirit. In the Encyeclical @uadragesimo anne’, the
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Pope says, “ The immeciate apostles for the workers must
themselves be workers: and t-he apostles for the industrial
and commercial worid must themselves be industrialists
and business men! *

Canon TtRERGHIEN of Lille has modernized the necessity
of Catholic Action in the light of what has been said. in
these terms: ““ The priest. directs Catholic Action inasmuch
as by the directions he offers he animates it; the laity direct
Cathelic Action in so far as throngh the directions given they
organize it in those sections to which the priest.has no access.

Catholic Action undes the form extoiled by the Sovereign
Pontiffs comes at a good time to continne and develop the
apostolic work becaunse it can twrn to profit the need of
activity which characterizes this generation, and can utilize
the spirit of youth, andacity and conquest which kas appear-
ed and has grown. This movement is not designed to bring
ruin on the works of the past; rather it is intended to collect
and give point. to that work, and to give ita new life. Thus
Catholic Action in its actual aspect is, according to the firmn
expression of Rishop Luigi CIVARDY, sicui castrerwm acies
ordiasta, an army for peace, with its hierarchy, its laws, it3
objectives, ancl its distinctive signs; it is the organization of
this army that we are now going to stndy.

III- Organization of ('atholic Action

Catholic Action is not to be confounded with any other
social activity, ‘‘ however beneficial, legitimate and licit,
but material and human;’’ it groups, under the direction
of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, from whom it receives the
word of command, the élite among the Catholics of each
nation, of each diocese, and of each parish. It sees to the
working out of parochial, diocesar and national plans,
receiving meanwhile from the hierarchy, which is the reg-
ulating center for all, the necessary unity of direction; “like
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the blood distributed by a propelling center and reaching
even the most distant capillary veins.” (Prus XI, May 16,
1926).

Besides the unity of direction, which is the essential
characteristic of Catholic Action. the Organization has an-
other attribute, namely specialization, which renders the
movement adaptable to the various environments in the
midst of which the apostolic mission of the Church evolves.
In issuing” this command: “ Let each militant member of
Catholic Action endeavor to bring to Christ his own partic-
ular neighborhood... Let the aposfles among workingmen
be workingmen themselves; apostles among peasants be
peasants; the apostles among business men be business
men...,"”” the Head of the Chiurch gave a practical formiula
for Catholic Action, which is: In order to win, it is necessary
to specialize. Specialization is inevitable, for each milien
has its own particular mentality.

The militant member who hopes to achieve something
ecncrete, who wishes to arrive at something immediately
practicable, must, vary his method and adapt. what has been
generally commanded to the particular environment that: he
plans to ¢hristianize; for the reactions of a University man are
not identically those of a working" man, the religions and
social problems of the business employee are not those of
the laborer. That was the understanding that the pioneers
hasl of Catholic Action. Soon however, from within the
homogeneous group of militant members specialized move-
ments originated using appropriate means for congquering
particular spheres that have {o be brought back to Christ. -

The first in date of these “ specialized movements ~ and
the one which has served as a model for all tihe others is
Jocism, or the J. O. C., from the initial letters of the French
tern Jeunesse OQuvriére Chrétienne-. The Jocistes who are
for the most part apprentices and youwng worlamen, have
gone boldly forward to the winning over of the working



14 CIRCUL.AR No. 297

man’s worid. Our Catholic reviews have recounted the
chivalry of these noble young men in the face of the raillery
and jeering of sectarian workers. When 1200 of these
valiant young men were received in audience at the Vatican
during the summer of 1931 they hac the happiness of
hearing the Holy Father declare to them: ““ You are splen-
didly representative of Catholic Action in what it has
most active and authentic: that is, the apostolate, the aid
given to the hierarchy..., there, where the need is most
urgent..., there, where priests could penetrate only with
difficulty. ™

And two years before that, in September 1929, 1300
Jocistes received similarly this assurance: “ We cannot
hesitate to tell you that. our heart receives immense conso-
lation and that a magnificent vision opens up before us... We
can promise ourselves great things for the salvation of souls
and the glory of God and for the triumph of Christ the
King...”

Followirg the J. O. C. there appeared in certain sections
the Catholic Student Youth, the Catholic Agricultural
Youth, the Christian Maritime Youth... Each of these ac-
tivities has become in time fruitful, and as a specialized move-
ment it provoked in turn new specializations, such as the
Christian Workingmen Leagues, an extension of the J.
O. C. into the sphere of the adult workingmen.

This diversity of groups has however a unity; the unity
of instruction and direction received from the Central Council
of Catholic Action, a unity truly objective, which consists
in causing the penetrating Life of Christ to shine forth, the
Life which through Grace tramsforms souls.

“ Within the framework of Catholic Action,” writes
Cardinal PACEILI, under date of January 29, 1937, to the
Cardinal Archbishop of Paris, “ these groupings constitute a
complete ancl homogeneous whole, which continually perfects
itself, which unfolds into a number of strictly harmonized or-
ganizations, and which takes account of the work donein the



STAI'CMENT CONCERNING CATHOLIC ACTION 15

specialized apostolate.’’ In the micst of this enthusiasm
of ““the common front >> of Christianity for the conquest
of & world thrown back largely into paganism, igs there
a place, is there a role for the religious educator! The
second part of the present paper will furnish the answer
to that question.

SECOND PART

CATHOLIC ACTION AN® THE TEACHING RELIGIOUS

The teaching religious is uuder obligation to enter into
the movement of Catholic Act.ion, not only by acquiring a
theoretical knowledge of this doct.rive of the apostolate,
but algo by applying himself to the work of introducing his
pupils to the methods of Cat:bolic Action; this training should
find place at the very outset of the program of every Chris-
tian educator. The Christian School furnishes the Church
Militant with soldiers and vith leaders; hence, declares the
Sovereign Pontiff Pope Prus XI “in order that yonr pupil
be tomorrow ready to advance into the territory that
awaits him it is fitting that be undertake the first steps
while today he is with you. To teach him how to walk
make him walk.”

And in numerous documents the Holy Father renders
his teaching more precise. Here, for example, are a few
lines from the letter Quamvis nostra addressed on Novem-
ber 25,1936, to the Episcopate of Brazil: ** In their work the
religious of both sexes should from the earliestage talke the
boys and girls placed in their schools and culleges and de-
velop in them first of all a feeling for the apostolate andl
then direct them towards the organizations of Catholic
Action... We may say that there-is no period better than
the period of studies, no place better adapted than the
school, for rearing the youth of Catholic Action.”
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That text of the Holy Father’s is at once a command.
anda program,aboveall for the Brother who has meditated
upen the prologue of his Rule: *“ The end of this Institute
is to give a Christian Education to children.” Since Chris-
tian ¥ducation implies a progressive introduction to the
apostolate of Catholic Action, let us follow in our study the
steps pointed out by the Holy Father:

1. The Christian Educator shall prepare his pupils for
Catholic Action from the earliest years, that is, in the pri-
mary classes and in the lower classes of the secondary
schools.

2. This preparation is to be extended into the colleges
and into the technical schools.

3. The ordinary post-school activities should be given
direction through Catholic Action.

4. In order that directions be given in a profitable
manner, the educator should receive au appropriate training.

Such are the four divisions of the second part of this
paper.

1 — The prepavation for Catholic Aection in Elomentacy Classes
and in the Lower Classes ol the Secondary Schools

Catholic Action being essentially an apost.olate of equal
to equal, the preparation for Catholic Action in .the ele-
mentary classes does not appear as a novelty to the educa-
tor conscious of his mission. The Christian teacher has
always exhorted his good pupilsto do good totheir comrades.
By intensifying this practice; which is as old as Christian
Education itself, and by introducing it into the general
plan of the modern apostolate that the Holy Father traces
out for us, the Brothers of the Christian Schools will be-
come workers in the cause of Catholic Action.

Few adolescents are likely spontaneously to take the
initiative. in the apostolate within the sphere of the school.
The leaders, the apostles, are not distingnishable at first
sight. We must look about for them, but giving firgt of
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all to the general group of the pupils a training at once
theoret.cal and practical.

The teacher should speak of the obligations contracted -
in Baptism and in Confirmation; he should set forth the duty
of solidarity implied in the dogma of the Communion of
Raints; he should explain the evangelical maxims: ‘ He
who saves the soud.of his brother saves his own.”” * As
brethren you did it to me.” In keeping to the practical
by means of concrete examples taken from school and family
life, he will stress these teachings and he will prove to the
boy that life in school can be transformed inf:o life in the
apostolate.

\

Iu dealing with his pupils he will emphasize the two
factors which guarantee the efficaciousness of every apos-
tolate: the personal influence of the apostle and the blessing
of God. Personal influence is a factor of the first order in
every apostolate, for to win the confidence of one’s equals
- one has to command great respect in regard to human,(
professional and religious values.

It is when the grace of God energizes a. group possessed
of fine talents that the dominion over souls is profound and
lasting. The educator then will strive to furnish the young
apostles with religious convictions that arc proper to their
age. Since the efficacious energy in a man is nothing more
than love transformed, he will put into the heart of the
| Young apostle an ardent love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
' Hence prayers will be well said, thie sacraments will be
' frequented, there will be many sacrifices the;y will accept

or seek after for the love of God. There you have the

trite conswwmation of the young apostle’s training; in a

spirit of generosity his soul will accept the suggestions
| that will be given him, and Grace coming to assist, he will
manifest. an apostolic initiative.

——

~ The /ﬁ,eld open to his zeal ig varied, as may be judged by
the following examples: he can in spirit of docility to his
teacher bring into the class an enthusiasm for straightfor-

|}

B S E————
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wardness aud fair-dealing. With two or three of his fel-
lows he can begin to popularize the watchword: uo dis-
honesty in competitive class assignments, no illegitimate help-
ing of others, no lack of fair-play in recreational matters.
Little by little the group increases and succeeds finally in
having its watchword accepted. Another leader manages
to group about himself those of good-will who hold out for
language that is clean: “ No coarseness and no joking that
is dirty. ”

A child of ten may bring to Sunday Mass one of biz
neighbors whose family are indifferent in regard to religion.
Another boy persuades his parents not to allow a bad perjod-
ical to enter the home. It is not rare to find a first com-
municant bringing to the Holy Table a father or mother
forgetful of the duties of religion, or causing a crucifix or a
pious picture to be in a place of honor in the home.

Here is a boy who writes: “ Three of us from the same
school happened to meet one another at the same sea-side
resort. Together we went to confession aucl to Holy Com-
munion every Sunday.” It is readily sminised that one of
the three was a leader, an apostle. Another boy organizes
games in his home for comrades, with a view to keeping
them from the motion-picture theatre (the only one in
their town and known for its corrupting tendencies). Thers
are two very suggestive good books that explain ideas of
this order: New Crusades of Yowng Workers, by Abbé
F. XKLeIN, Paris, and the Catholic Student Youth and the
Primary School, published iu Montreal. Both contain
many stories that paint in lively colors the enterprising
spirit of youthful soldiers in the service of Our Lord.

We will terminate these considerations and these exam-
ples by giving here the announcement contained in the
*“Code * which presents the ideal Christian life to the
agpirant to the Italian Youth of Catholic Action.

1. The aspirant to Catholic Action strives to be among
the first in everything for the honor of Christ the King.
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2. He lives by means of Jesns in order to canse Him
to be known and served.

3. Heis prompt in the matter of obedience.

¢. Heis loyal. He is then an enemy of human respee,
and he proves this by wearing his insignia outwardly and
publicly.

5. He is pure in bis thoughts, and woz'ds, and actions;
hecanse he is accustomed daily to perform some voluntary
acts of mortification.

6. He is an apostle among his conarades, and with this
end in view he makes it a duty to perform each day at
least one good action.

7. He is always joyful and happy.

It would seem that this ““ Rule ” summarizes the ends
and the methods which ¢haracterize the modern groupings
which under the name of “ Eucharistic Crusadetl ™; and
* Christian Scouting > have come to reinvigorate and enlarge
the activity of our traditional Marian sodalities.

The Confraternities and other Pious Associations

It is in grouping the élite as in a confraterunity that an
enthusiasm for an active apostolate receives an added
impetus. But too often the confraternity remains but a
group of well-behaved children who come together at. the
appointed hour to listen to a pious exhortation and to
draw up resolutions that concern the individual solely.
This does not produce much in regard to Catholic Aetion;
it has but slight influence upon the little family t-hatis the
school. In order to affect the general body the passive
submission of the élite is futile. Conquest demands wills

L In several countries many Bishops, making nxe of tlie author-
ity of the words of Our Holy Father. who calls the Eucharistic
Crusade **The Primary School of Catholic Action’ have decreed
that the Crusade be in their dioceses, the first step in the ladder
of Organisations of Catholic Action’” ZThe Catholic Student ¥ owth
and the Primary Sehool.
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that are active and that spontameously organize themselves
and keep in view a common strnggle.

The merely pious association must undergo a change of
physiognomy and become a real cénter for action: it should
cease to be passive and become militant; the group must
transform itself into a sort of headquarters in which plans
are drawn up to be put into execution a little later by the
organizers themselves. ‘If so many children have failed
to persevere for any length of time and have later completely
turned themselves against religion,” declares M. Guibert,
“ is it not because they were too accustomed to submit to the
influence of others without bringing thereto the activity of
their own wills? "

As a matter of fact our great educators have always
sought to give to confraternities and sodalities an apostolie
and active training. These educators have carried out
Catholic Action within the school.

Listen to the indefatigable Brother GABRIEL OF THE
Cross spealking to his sodalists: “ Young men, pray, pray
to the Heart of Jesus to fire you with that zeal which wins
souls for Him. The will of a young apostle, if it be holy,
becomes magnetized in contact with those it has to win
over: it brings souls together in order to turn them to God...
Beg the Sacred Heart through the intercession of Mary to
give you that fire which spreads itself ever more and more
and which can so enter other hearts that they in turn begin
truly to burn. Go then among your fellows and fire them
with the love of Jesus Cbrist... ” That is Catholic Action,
and fully fifty years before the pontifical appeal.

On his side, Brother AUGUSTE-HURERT, Director of
Passy, thrusts his sodalists into that action of equal upon
equal, which specialists in Catholic Action call the ‘ hori-
zont:al apostolate. ” The Brother says: ““ You undoubtedly
have requested to be admitted to the Confraternity because
you have a wish to draw nearer to Jesus Christ by prac-
ticing virtue more seriously and through the Apostolate to
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extend His kingdom. Any other motive on your part would
be futile or even culpable. It is fitting to cause your good
works to go out from you: the confraternity is not & rel-
iquary where one’s own personal virtues are deposited; it is
rather a cenacle whence young apostles set out for the
conqusst of souls. After the attention he gives to the
working out of his own salvation, the distinctive mark of
a good sodalist i84the eagerness to do good to souls. His
recompense is to taste the joy of the apostolate, to receive
its superabnndant graces and to experience the strengthen-
ing of its attraction.”

The more active apostolate was practiced, as it were
instinctively, by Brother EXUPERIEN at the time he was a
student at the boarding school of Beziers. In the neecro-
logical notice we read: ““ Adrian MAS, President of the Con-
fraternity of the Most Blessed Virgin, elicited from his fel-
lows a desire for the supernatural, and frequently gave
advice that derived authority from bis own high character.”

The procedme of these eminent directors of Confrater-
uities is quite according to the traditions of our Tustitute.
Our Management defines Confraternity tlms: ‘... the
grouping of a certain nmnber of students.takenr from among
the élite, who submit voluntarily to a special regulation
and who follow more closely thisn others the advice and
recommendations made them, in order to increase a Chris-
tian spirit. within themselves, to live a life of piety, and to

i

undertake the practices of the Apostolate.” * The Manual.”

for a Member of the Confraternity,” edited by the Archecon-
fraternity of the Most Holy Infant Jesns, points out thus
the very first. end to attain in the confraternity: ** The
sanctification of his comracles by the apostolate of good
example and by sacrifice voluntarily accepted, and even
by the direct apostolate every tinwe a favorable oeccasion
presents itself. >’

In the collection of our instrnctive and administrative
circulars we wish to point out numbers 197 and 257. Therein
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our Superior Generals invite us to intensify the active
apostolate in omr school confraternities. Here are a few
short passages: The apostolicspiritis the distinctive mark of
fervent sodalists: it is proper that this spirit be created,
sustained ancd developed by furnishing occasions for it to
be exercised. There are two sources for its nourishment:
first, profound convictions, and then a practical initiative
linked with experience...” (Circular No. 197, January 6, 1915,
on the dpostolate of the Religions Educetor). “ What is
understood by quality in speaking of a sodalist is the sum
of his piety and of his influence.” (Too often we take
account of the frst only).

* The ordinary apostolate of the sodalist, should consist
in raising the level of what we are accustomed to call the
spirit, of enviromment...” ‘‘ Invite the pupils, for example,
to stucly some religious subject in the form of a discussion
among themselves, or propose some generous theory or
idea for them to defend.” ‘“Action among their fellows,
or the spirit of conquest. is essential to the Confraternity.
The boy is veally a member of the Confraternity only in
so far as he enters upon the Apostolate...” (Circular, 257.
May 15, 1927, on Confraternities tn Our Schools). ™

The Confraternity director who wishes to give au active
apostolic bent to his group should take inspiration from
the books of our Society, from the circulars of our Superiors
and from the biographies of our Brot.hers who have exer-
cised a profound and fruitful infiuence. And if already he
has had experience in training the young he will appreciate
the following advice, to be found in the Chronicle of the
Brothers of Chvistian Instruction of Ploémmel:

“ Tirst of all let us look about to discover who the boys
are who have an infiluence over their fellows, those to whom
all the others seem to turn, as by instinet, when it is a
question of organizing games or giving word what to do.
Let us not too easily reject such leaders who seem to
leave something to be desired in their conduct. If they
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are talented we should have every hope of gaining them
to tlie Cause of Christ, if even in a little we can manage to
present that Cause to them from the point of view of its
being lovable and of a nature to stir generous hearts. If
they are not the best, it is only too often because, like
the workmen of the Gospel, ‘nobody has hired ther,’
nobody has taken possession of their energy with a view
to turning it to a grand and noble cause.”

There should be a small gronp of these leaders. *‘ It is
absolutely necessary to begin, not with great numbers,”
writes His Holiness Pope P1cs XI in his let.ter to the epis-
copate of Brazil, “ but with small groups well prepared,
whieh will act like an evangelical leaven for transforming
the main body.™

The Confraternity, made up of this small but energetic
and pious group, will lead its members towards a twofold
goal: to conquer self for Christ by a pure and generous life,
and to bring to the same Christ one’s fellows, family and
environment. Thus drawn up and directed, the confra-
ternity will establish and maintain the reign of Christ in
the school. Isnot that the purpose of the Christian Schools
established by Saint Joan Baprist om La SaLis?

May this nursery of apostles produce numerous voca-
tions already disciplined. There lies tbe necessary reward
for this work, which at certain moments appears ungrateful
enxough. But how comforting this work ecan be at other
moments when the religious educator finds in the chivalry
and enterprise of his boys, a real stimulus for his own zeal
and for his own sanctification.

‘What has just been said concerns the junior schools and
shounld serve as an approach to a better understanding of
Catholie Action and to a more complete utilization of the
methods used in the work of education. But why should
we hesitate to make use of some of the methods and devices
of the Catholic Student Y outh which we are about to discuss,
provided that the age, and the spirit of initiative and gen-
erosity of the Confraternity lend themselves theretot
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And let it be known once forallthat what is going to be
said under the heading Catholic Student Youth is to be under-
stood also of many other specializéd movements. Their
activity varies according to how they are recruited, as
would seem natural: but their activity derives from a com-
mon inspiration and a universal ideal expressed by the
motto: Proud, pure, joyous and conquering!

2 ~ Preparation for Cutholic Action in Colloges and i Seconctary
$chools

In college Catholic Action adopts the specialized form
called ¢ Christian Student Youth ” or the J. E. C., Jeunesse
Etndiant:e Chrétienne, as it is rendered in the French tongue.
Inasmuch as it i8 a grouping within Catholic Action it con-
forms to the pontifical declaration ‘‘ an organization of the
laity formed in the school or for the school. ” This organ-
ization is to have a method and constitution like those
of ““ Christian Student Youth.”

The Methods of Christian Student Youth—By school
we mean the period of education; but it frequently hayp-
pens on the one hand that tha teacher is so burdened by
a multiplicity of demands which should not properly come
within his sphere that Lie cannot adequately exercise
his role of educator; on the other hand the period which we
call school life does not appear to the growing boy as any-
thing like real life; his responsibility within that lifeis very
nearly non-existent, and in consequence he is driven fre-
quently to play a part which is altogether passive.

The question is, How can we remove the boy from the
conventionality of school life in order to enable him to
lead a life actively personal? Catholic Action in its special
agpect ,of Christian Student Youth would lift the boy into
a life which is very near to the life of general society,into
one which would utilize his need fci* activity and which,
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while initiatiug bim into au actnial apostolate within the
jimits of his environment, would prepare lum for a futme
apostolate as a soldaer of Jesus Christ.

Even within Catliolic Colleges the Christian Student
Youth movement has an environmental action to accom-
plish. There is not to be found there as in the so-called
neutral scheol a pagan atimosphere to penetrate; but there
is a spirit of apathy that mnst be rousetl up, a spirit some-
what woridly to conquer. Christian Student Youth will
look to training capable aggressors for reforming, for improv-
ing the life of the school while at the same time they are
preparing themselves for an apostolate in the near future.

The Christian Student Youth method seeks %o realize
a program which is at once religious, intellectual and social.

¢«) The religious program aims at imparting an intense
interior life through the reception of the sacraments. and
by prayer and reading, and by meditation and instructions
on religious themes that have to do with the apostolate
whieh every Christian is called upon to fulfil.

b) The intellectual program consists in the study of
pontitical pronouncements,- of the social doctrine of the
Church, of the social problems of the locualit.y, the whole
arranged according to the age and the training of the pupils.

¢) The technical program consists i1 organizing with
a view te the apostolate within the sc:bool milien, in getting
to know this milieu, its desires and its enthusiasms, its
false ideas and the dangers which threaten it. the com-
rades that should be helped, the allotiing of places of re-
sponsibility, the pooling of perzonal exberiences that encded
with success or lack of success.

Later on the militant apostde is to help bring back his
brothers to be Clwistians once more: but meanwhile he
exerts an influence in the school, which is for Lim the
novitiate of true Catholic Action. This work is not the
work of an independent soldier; a member of the Christian
Student Youth proceeds in eollaborction iwith his fellows.
tAnythin_g like isolation in the apostolate is for him a hin-
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drance, indeed almost a clanger. .A necessary corollary to
this is the prime importance that. the religious educator
should attach te the meetings of his zealous apostles.

There is a definit.e manner of holding the meetings of the
members of Christian Student Youth. These meetings
begin with a vigorous protestation of fidelity to Christ and
to the Church. Therg follows a short commentary on the
Gospels, after which a paper is read containing data col-
fected and derived by collective enquiry. There is a discus
sion of the work of the group, wherein each one gquestions
and speals without constraint; there is a study of the facts
and incidents of school life which seem to demand a typical
Christian $tudent Youth reaction. They try to see¢ the
background of school life in its enfirety and the various
intluences that. come inte play. It is judgment first and
then action.

Tt doesn’t suffice merely to have observed. It is ad-
ditionally necessary to make a sound judgment upon the
facts. It is just here that the action of the director begius;
he points out certain revisions that are desirable, because
lLe knows that the young men are at times exposed to make
mistakes; he indicates how to judge and plan in terms of
the supernatural; he makes clear the road to travel and
suggests heasures that are opportune. But he avoids
imposing a solution or employing methods of authority
when he knows that the enthusiasm should come from
within the group. It is solely in a mutual manner that the
souls of the young men can give clarity to one another and
cause one another to be set afire with zeal: they are like
torches that are lighted by catching fire from one another.

Here is a description of a meeting of the Christian
Student Youth taken from life, and to be found in the
“Bonks of Religious cnd Social Action:”

“ The young men are treating the guestion of purity.
That would seem to be a gquestion of interest to the indi-
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vidual only. But these young men are members of Chris-
tian- Student Youth and become eager for the improve-
ment of the general welfare. ¥Eagerness is intensified and
dominates the common work of prayer and reflection. Fhe
question for them is, not solely how to be pure, but also
how to strengthen purity among others. The priest direct-
ing the meeting qiiekly perceives that these young apos-
tles ate not merely in the act of discovering the unique
manner of being pure, but he also discovers that their eyes
are lighting up with the brilliance of a vietory which no
purity deriving from fear or from the threat of temptatioun
would seem able to give. Indeed these young men are
building up their purity with the unique material solid
enough to be permancnt: they build their purity out of
charity.

This Christian Student Youth assembly studies in eom-
men the social doctrine of the Church. This intellectual
coliaboration brings in material for making public confer-
ences which later on can be given for the entire personnel
of the school. Tt was thus that every week of the month
of December, 1936, the committee for Catholic Action in
one of our large schools gave a reading of a paper treating
of Communism, the theme having been proposed by the
Central Committee for the various setivities of Catholic
Action. These papers dealt with the following: Decem-
ber 1st, ** The historys of Communism ; ** December 8th
“The nature of Communism; * December 15th, ° The
activity of Communism at the present time: © Decem-
ber 22nd, * The struggle against Communism. ™

According to tlie circumstances and the neighborhood
wherein it is developing Christian Student Youth comes
to contact with the real life of society by means of organ-
ized trips in small groups, to some industrial town, to the
neighborhood maybe of seamen, to a factory, er to a hospital
where one can observe the life of workmen ant become
infermed by means of convevsation of their needs, distress-
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es, miseries, and even of revengeful attitudes. Our young
men look about, learn, judge and later in the study group
they detexmine or they realize how prejudices can be broken
down by an hour or two of contact with the souls of the
humble and the poor.

Two means of activity render the work of the Christiau
Student Youth group more practical and consequently more
fruitful: these are the Journal and the Enguisy. The Jowrnal
is a small periodical gotten up by the members of the
Christian Student Yontl. Tts articles are generally short,
always lively and alert, modern in their presentation and
tonching on all subjects capable of interesting the group:
there are instances of the Apostolate, appropriate reflec-
tions, citations from readings, reports on books or on films,
and sunmmarics of methods or instructions which are ob-
tained from similar groups worthy of imitation.

The Jeusn«l is not indispensable for the Christian Stu-
dent Youth group, but the Enquiry really is. The Enguiry
is a pivotal thing for carrying on the work of the gronp.
Abbé Klein qualifies the Engidry as the intellectual center
of the life of Christian Student Youth. The Enquiry gives
the aggressivi: apostle the knowledge of his environment.
But how shall the Encsiriry be conducted in a sure and prof-
it:able manner? In order to avoid a scattering of effort
and to help gather together the greatest number of facts
on concrete subjects, a questionnaire is drawn up, a copy
of which is put,into the hands ot all the members; each one
of them for one or more weeks looks about him, gleans
pointers that are useful, questions comracdes, and provokes
exchanges of point of wview; then he presents his report
to the group. The results of this inquiry are studied in
common, whereupon a paper is written, the conclusions
of which serve as new pointersfor the work of the apostolate
of the Christian Student Youth.

The inquixy constitutes one of the very best instruments
for forming the mind and spirit of young men. For exam-
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ple, here are the subjects treated in seven successive in-
quiries made in the Christian Student Youth group of a see-
ondary school: making friends at school, reading, the long
vacation, the conscienee of 2 student, the employment of
leisure tinie, the future of the student, the daily paper.
The Enguwiry which had for object the conscience of the
schoolboy embracet] the four points of view that follow:
conscience in respect to the work of the sehool; conséience
in the matter of franlness and openness; conscience in
regard to the goods of others; couscience in the duties of
charity. Xach of these subclivisions, accompanied by five
or six questions, enlightens the enquirer by hawving him
concentrate his observations upon some important and
practical points.

Numerous outlines for enquiries are to be found, two of
them being: Ous First Enquiries and New Crusades for the
Catholic Werking XY euth, the former printed privately at
Paris and the latter published by Abbé Krixin in the same
city; two ethers are: Travaille Jéciste, and the Cathelic Stuclent
Youth, both being intended for the Catholic Student Youth,
the first printed in Paris and the second in Montreal.

When the long vacation from school finally comes round,
it is prepared for in the lasi meetings of the Clristian
Student Youth; each apostle draws up his program of Chris-
tian life, his plan of apostolate within the family and within
the neighborhood he is going to live in. As far as it is
possible to have it done, a fervent end-of-the-year retreat [
fortifies the will of the youth, supernaturalizes his purpose
and. rekindles his youthful ardor. The president of the
grou) assigns the various tasks, foresees the notable dates
and itineraries with a view to causing circular letters to
reach all the mentbers of the group, letters bringing to
the dispersed apostles news of their fellow members and of
‘incidents pertgibing to the common apostolate.

Here let, us swimarize the work of Catholic Action in
the school: its purpose is briefiy to cause Christ to reign
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within the school enviromnent through the activities of
the members of the Christian Student Youth, who arc to
conquer themselves in Christ and to undertake to conquer
thus their comrades. The Christian Student Youth is then
a veritably live school of apostolic education, having its
center of interest deriving from the supernatural life lived
and communicated. Can there be a better school of per-
fection®

Before going farther, a question proposes itself: Should
the Catholic Student Youth group absorb the Confraternity
of the Most Blessed Virgin, or might these two works vo-
exist in the same school? That is a question that will
receive a different rolution in regard to times and places.
The official organ of the Marian Confraternities in May of
1932 understood the coexistence of the two groups in one
and the same house. That this is normal is certain from
the. counsel that the Woly Father gave to the Third Orders
and the Confraternities in his letter of February 14, 1934,
He said then;

“ There is no fear that Catholic Aetion will absorb or
even weaken the worth-while religious associations which
alreacly are bringing the youth of both sexes into groups.
On the contrary, these. venerableiustitutionz by their work-
ing at least partially towards the same end as Catholic
Action, which is the establishment of the reign of Christ
in souls, are to be eounted among the most precious of Cath-
olic Action, with which they will maintain themselves always
in a harmonious and brotherly collaboration. ”

For many of the schools and boarding schools the Chris-
tian Student Youth is a new thing which must necessarily
pass through a period of adaptation and feeling the way.
There will be surprises and projects more or less happy in
their results. In this matter as in others is it not experi-
ence that becomes the fruit of our disillusionments? The
organizer will want to proceed with caution, to use patience,
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and to avoid what Saint VINCENT DE PAUL terms suggeat-
ively, treading upon the domain of Providence. One pitfall
is precipitation, the temptation of immediatism.

His Holiness Pope P1vs XI in a discourse pronounced
on August 21, 1931, cautions generous souls against the
“beautiful and holy temptation ™' of impatience, which gives
us the aspect of desiting to be a little ahead of the Lord.
The Holy Father recommends that we proceed slowly and
he cautions us not, to desire to do everyfhing at a single
stroke; first of all. a good selection must be made, and
secondly a good training has to be given in order later to
be able to proceded with patience, prudence and perseve-
rance.

The Constitution of the Christian Student Youth Group

The true Christian Student Youth group tends to form
itself according to the definition of the Holy Father: it is
the participation of t-he organized laity” in the hierarchical
ahostolate of the Church.

Its constitut:ion then depends upon the normis laid down
by the ecclesiastical hierarchy, that is to say, by the Orcli-
nary. Consequently, the organization of a section of the
Christian Student Yonth will find itself in one or otlier of
these sitnations:

Either the diocesan Catholic Action is still in its early
stages of development and nothing has been legislated con-
cerning the effective cooperation that scholastic activities
should be bringing to it;

Or the diocesan Catholic Aection has incorporated a
certain number of Catholic Student Youth groups which
come under a ruling made by a General Commit.tee of the
Catholic Student Youth.

Tn the first case a thonghtful educator, auticipating the
episcopal decisions will introduce the Catholic Student
Youth method in the militant, Christian training that
he must give to the members of the group. Such groups
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are, however, not truly groups within Catholic Action, since
a real participation in the hierarchical apostolate does not
exist: but the spirit and the methods adopted permit the
groups to be considered nuclei, that we might call pre-Chris-
tian Student Youth groups. Two mouographs that we
have added by way of appendices to the present paper will
furnish an idea of what can be realized both in a provincial
school and in a large boarding sehool. TUnder date of Sep-
tember 15, 1935, the Books of Rcligious and SNocial Action
Published a docwnented article on this same question.

When the ecclesiastiical hierarchy has made an appeal
to Christian educators by inviting them to form within
their school environments some Catholic Student Youth
groups which will be affiliated to the General Comnittee of
Catholic Action, the program to follow is as follows: The
groups which answer this call organize themselves according
to the episcopal norms and bring their methods into line
with the direction benevolently given by the General Com-
mittee. They then become true groups of the Christian
Student Youth. Here is a general view of the organiza-
tion of Christian Student Youth such as it functions within
a certain European nation wherein are several huudreds of
schools direct-ed by our Brothers.

&) Structure — The General Conunittee of the Chris-
tian Student Youth named by ecclesiastical authority is
composed of a chaplain, of a president and a secretary. A
Jesuit father, a secular priest and a Brother of the Christian
Schools form the official council of the General Committee.
The country is divided izto ‘‘ federations ” and each fed-
eration comprises a certain number of sections, each section
functioning in some school or college.

b) Vital organizatien. — The student, according to age,
passes through sucecessive periods: on probation, a mem-
ber of Catholic Student Youth, and Militant Member of
Catholic Student Youth. The student on probation, or the
aspirant as he can be called, must be fowteen years of age
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ancl for the first four mouths or so he should be introduced
by his elders to the doctrine and methods of Catholic Action.

- A true member of Catholic Student Youfh is one who has

passed successfully an examination upon the content of the
course he followed while a member on probation. Kinally,
those who are the most ardent, the membersin whom remark-
able qualities of leadership have been found, are permitted
to pronounce the consecration peculiar to the militant
member. The training of the members of the section takes
place in the weekily meetings, whose program is determined
by the General Committee. Thig latter sends its inspectors
or representatives occasionally to assureitgelf of the group’s
good discipline.

The section itself possesses its own committee, composed
of a spiritual director (priest or religious), a president, a
secretary and a treasurer. It is in the committee that all
the activities of the section take their start. In order to
reach and to stir up the general mass of boys, the group
organizes services as it judges useful, taking into consid-
eration the environment in which it has to work; there are,
for example, the sport-supplying or scout service, the
missionary service, the literary service and the service for
regulating closed retreats for vohmtary catechists.

The sections possess a periodical, or in the absence of
that, they read and propagate the publications which come
from the Gerieral Committee.

Here are concrete examples communicated by a corres-
pondent: In one of our schools it is the Catholic Student
Youth which takes charge of arranging for the celebration
of the feast of Christ the King. They prepare a statue
of Christ the King in the principal hall, they maintain about
it a guard of honor and they organize some collective cer-
emony. In another school on the same occasion it is the
Catholic Student Youth that organizes an entertainment for
the parish.

The General Conunittee having given the order to begin

3
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a compaign to promote within student environments tiie
practice of retreats for young men and for obtaining voca-
tions among them, the section of one of our schools puts this
program completely into execution. For three years,
thanks to the activity of the Catholic Student Youth grouy,
this school has had a retreat for young men preached for
three days by the general chaplain of the Catholic Student
Youtlh; then a retreat of equal length for vocations or for
orientation; finally, a retreat for the graduating class at
the end of the year’s work.

Again let us cite another instance of good work effected
by one of our sections, and which has been very much prais-
ed in certain centers of Catholic Action. During the
preceding year the General Committee had set a campaign
in motion for the renewal of the Christian spirit in families;
and by way of propaganda and in accordance with the
purpose of the campaign this particular group gave a
music:al and literary soirée upon the theme. This very
simple manner of causing the Christian idea to penetrate
the general mass was very much applauded by a numerous
public.

Evidently there must be tentative steps, trials more or
iess happy in results; the essential is not so much to suc-
ceed from the beginning as to work with the purpose of
making landmarks, creating traditions and habituating
the growing boy to a more real and effective apostolate,
which he should undertake upon leaving school.

> 3 — Catholic Action and its Prepaeation in Post-School A ctivities

An army of 141,458 soldiers; such is the imposing corps
that post.school undertakings are putting at the disposal
of the hierarchical apostolate. (From statistics of the
318t of December, 1936). What a powerful Jeaven this
would be for Christian people if all the€se seeds spread through-
out gixty nations by the hand of the Divine Sower should
develop and produoe fruit. This efficacious coopera-
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tion that our former pupils are bringing to tbe world wide
movement of Catholic Action will canse our post-school

. army to be a ““ holy militia always ready to fight for the

triumph of the King of Peace and for the consolidation and
extension of His reign upon the earth. ” (Pope Pros XT,
1626).

Let us then give a Catholic Aetion training in all our
post-school activities. We shall speak first of activities
called Activities of perseverance. From the beginning, but
especially during the past seventy years, our Brotihers have
been persuaded that the Christian School does nothing
more than begin the work of religious education, which
should be extended by those activities of perseverance
calculated to sustain the young man in critical periods and
help him until the time for marriage.

Consequently we witness that very varied and consoling
flowering of post-school activities which umder various names
adapt themselves to the conditions of the environment and
tighten the bonds of a cordial affection between the young
men and their Alma Mater, strengthen their convictiens,
and malke easier for them the fullment of religious dnties
by introducing them to the work of the apostolate.

The customaxry works of perseverance well conducted are
not alien to the movement of Catholic Action. But because
of that are they Catholic Action, as some believe them to
bet The answer is NO.

The work of perseverance takes the. young man from his
environment and introcduces him in{o a group where his
perseverance is assured. It differs then essentially from
the movement of Catholic Action, whiech leaves the indi-
vidual in bis customary environment and gives him in this
very environment, through specialized arrangements, the
means of protection required for perseverance.

“The work of perseverance is like a hothouse which
safeguards; on the other hand Catholic Action is really a
conquest and a rechristianization of the world in terms of
the gospel. 1t is that world that Catholic Action acts
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upon, which it desires to conquer. It is not simply some
young men, nor is it man taken at some special hour of his
life; it is not even man taken in the abstract that Catholic
Action is seeking to work on. It deads with this particular
man in this condition, in this or that fainily, in such and such
a profession, with no matter what resources or biemishes
‘he derives from heredity, it is really this man with all the
facilities .and all the difficulties of his very entourage. We
understand perfectly well the formidable influence of en-
vironment, an infivience that has grown because of the fact
that modern life mixes human beings more and more, con-
nects them one with another more and more. Stence it is
truly there that Catholic Action aims at attaining to the
individual. ? (Mgr. GoNoON).

Must we then abandon the works of perseverance as a
conception out of date? Or does there exist a kind of for-
mula of transition or of conciliation between these two forms
of the apostolate? Yes, such a formula does exist. The
work of perseverance anc the work of Catholic Action, are
both necessary, although they correspond to necessities
quite different in kind. The young Christian adolescent may
have membership at one and the same time in a work of
perseverance and in a work of some specialized movement:
collaboration between the two organisms appears altogether
normail. )

However, & delicate question arises: Can an individual be
at one and the same time a directing force in a work of
perseverance and a leader too in some specialized movement?
All the evidence seems to indicate that it is very difficult
to conduct the two activities simultaneously; so, in many
cases it would be prudent to make a leader free, not so
much from the work of perseverance itself, as from the
absorbing activities of that work. Such a leader would
render his activity in Catholic Action more fruitful. It
should be noted that in the work of rechristianization ex-
tolied by the Sovereign Pontift, a Society for Perseverance
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should not endeavor to absorb the entire energy of young
Christians.

The director of any work having to do with youth should
consequently educate his young men in that spirit of con-
quest which is peculiarly the spirit of Catholic .Action. He
must carefully guard against allowing the group to degener-
ate into a simple athletic, or travel, or dramatic society or
even into some sort of well-disposed club whose activities
would amount to the recreation of the drawing room or the
gymnasium or the social club. Then he should possess suf-
ficient disinterestedness and enlightened zeal to turn those
young men in whom he recognizes special qualities of leader-
ship towards some specialized movements. The disinter-
estedness that we recommend here will be amply rewarded
by the more militant spirit that the young men will bring
to their work.

Moreover, this line of conduct was laid down by His
Eminence, Cardinal PACELLY, in his letter to religious supe-
riors, June 4, 1936; “ The Holy Father requests that the
pious associations that depend upon religious be stimulated
to give their providential cooperation to Catholic Action
by directing and moving towards it their own members;
this applies particularly to such Institutions and Congrega-
tions that bring youth together with a view to maintaining
the fruits of a Christian education.”

Volunteer catechists is another post-school activity that
shovuld be studied in connection with Catholic Action.

The form of the apostolate for the time of school and
for the time after school which corresponds best to pontifical
recommendations is t-he organizing among pupils and former
pupils groups of volunteer catechists. This apostolate is
sometimes painful, above all when it is exercised in the
midst of a very poor people who are devoid of the elementary
notions of hygiene and politieness; but experience teaches
that the young men who accept this work of mercy draw
from it along with a practical understanding of the miseries
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of the people, a special grace to persevere in Christian practi-
ces, which their classmates do not receive in the same degree.

Moreover, a catechist’s heart opens naturally to gen-
erosity and after having sacrificed some hours of his free
time, the young apostle finds himself using some of his
own pocket money to provide the pupils he teaches with
rosaries or medals, or pamphlets; a veritable spiritual union
is established between the teacher and his andience. One
is sometimes astonished at the authority that these youthfnl
souls can exercise over the children of the people, who t;oo
often are imbued with social prejudices.

In the absence of instructive and administrative circnlars
giving direct.ions for the constitution and the functioning
of groups of volunteer catechists we already possess several
monographs to be found in the collection of the issues of
the Bulletin des Feoles Chrétiennes. The volunteer catechists
of Lyons and of Rheims are described in the volumes for
1907 and 1909. The catechetical works of the Brothers
of Cuba are found referred to in the volume for 1926; the
Catholic Association of Cncata, 1935; the work of the cate-
chists of Turin, or the “ Tnion of the Catechists of Jesus
Crucified and of Mary Immaculate,”” 1936. Itis that. latter
confraternity (a truly religious family bound by vows) that
has merited letters of affiliation to our Institute, and that
can be presented as a model of its kind. We have equally
some pages devoted to instructions for groups of volunteer
catechists in a brochure entitled “The Works of Perseve-
rance Within the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools.” (Paris, 1907).

Our groups of volunteer catechists may solicit affilia-
tion either with our Unien ef Catechists, whose center is at
Turin, 14 via delle Rosine, or to the Archconfraternity of the
Werks of Catechism, 19, rue de Varenne, Paris.

It is not part of the purpose of this study to expound
the functioning of these catechistic works. Let uns, however,
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remark that experimen®#8 can be made within the school
itself to the great advantage of the audience and of the
generous teachers. Here are a few lines written on this
subject at the outset of the present year by one of onr
Brothers who is a zealous Director of a group of Catholic
Student Youth: “ On the 20th of January there will be a
catechism given before the whole house. The catechists
will be two or three pmpils of the graduating class, who
according to tirn will make use of projection pictures,
hope thus to see our older boys become more and more
enthusiastic for the Gospel and for Our Lord and prepare.
themselves all the more fortheirrole of volunteercatechists.”

Jaybe one will object that this is asking muech of youth.
The soul of & yYoun2 man contains treasures of activity,
which Holy Baptism and Confirmmation have put there
powerfully, treasures of Christian zeal that a wise educator
can judiciously use to advantage in helping the baptized in
going to the very end marked out by Baptismal grace.
Liet us recall to our pupils, especially to our young men
that there are sins of omission; and that when it is question
of certain hours of great famine or of great darkness it is
notbing short of a crime to keep only for oneself one’s light
and one’s bread.

Yes, let us atlkk our pupil: and omr former pupils to sac-
rifice their teisure, to make a gift of themselves to some
worlk, to some form of the apostolate. * Itis an astonishing
thing,” wrote a very experienced director of apostolic un-
dertakings, < that people fear to ask too much of youth,
obt.aining therefore nothing: when they ask for much they
alwaya receive more than they ask.” Alas! in looking over
retrospectively their apostolic career how many educators
are there not to adiit the justice of that judgment and
confess with one of our Brothers who was nevertheless a
great direstor of souls: ‘“I have been lacking in faith!
There has been in my work too much human prudence,
too much caution. Y was in dread of appearing to exact
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too much; I forgot that souls give only in proportion to
what is asked of them.”” This was the lament of the late
founder of the undertaking called the Franc-Bourgeois,
the Most Honorable Brother JoSEPH.

The groups of volunteer catechists are not the only form
the work may take; but these groups in our present-day
laicized society constitute an excellent type of Catholic
Action corresponding beautifully to the wishes of the Holy
Father for the rechristiznizing of the environment. Those
vigorous workers for Catholic Action, to be had prinei-
pally among our former pupils, may adopt other forms of
the apostolate that are recognized and recommended by
ecclesiastical authority, such as the Conferences of Saint
Vincent de Paul, presiding over works of perseverance,
school groups and Catholic camps. Let us repeat, however,
that these various forms of the Catholic Apostolate are
auxiliary to Catholic Action and are not, Catholic Action
rtself.

Evidently it is our schools, our works of perseverance,
and our groups of former pupils which should furnish the
shock-troops for Catholic Action. Omne of our Brothers
states with a legitimate pride, ‘‘ As a matter of fact the
ecclesiastical authorities eall upon our former pupils when
they have need of devoted men. These men present them-
selves throughout the diocese as an élite whose service and
zeal are drawn nupon to a great extent.”

4 — Cathollc Asetioa in the Professional Training and in the Life of
a Brother ol the Chuistian Schoolx

From 1930 on, the Holy See has been affirming that * a
knowledge of Catholic Action ia indispensable to anybody
occupying himself with the training of Christian youth.”
Numerous documents emanating from the Holy See have
served to remind us of that necessity. Omne of the most
recent is a letter that His Eminence Cardinal PAcCELLI
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adclressed on June 4, 1936, to all religious superiors. “ We
should now expect to see, in obedience to the counsels of
the Sovereign Pontiff, special courses organized for reli-
gions in what concerns these new obligations, so that
through preaching and the very many other works of zeal
of religious, the faithful may be trained to the apostolate
of Catholic Action.”

The aspirants to our society should enter into contact
with Catholic Action from the time of the Junior Novitiate,
at least in a theoretical manner.. The Manual of Catechism
that shall be. put into the hands of the‘Junior Novice or
of the young religious should contain explanations concern-
ing the matter of Catholic Action, either in that-chapter
of Dogma which treats of the ninth article of the Symbol,
I delieve in the Holy Catholic Church, or in the chapter on
Worship which treats of Confirmation, the sacrament of
the militant member of Catholic Action. Temporarily we
could have a page printed presenting ten or twelve ques-
tions on this topic. This page could be pasted in the
manner of an appendix in the volume on Dogma.

In community the Brother Director should cause Catholic
Action to be understood by having certain pnblications
coming from the committees of Catholic Action, or the man-
dates of Bishops on this topic, 1ead in the refectory. He will
interest his Brothers in the activities, the enterprises and
the various results characterising the specialized groups
which have to do with school or with post-school work. It
is desirable, for example, that at the regular retreat the
Brother Visitor take counsel with the Brothers Directors on
the measures to be taken to intensify the Catholic movement
in all our schools.

Frequently ecclesiastical authorities ask the Directors
of our schools to give the use of a hall to accommodate
some center of Catholic Action; or a general committee
may beg hospitality of the Director of a boarding-school
for several days in order to facilitate seminars of the Cat/holic
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Stucent Youth, or for the delegates to a congress of Catholic
Action. Not only will the intelligent Brother Director
graciously acquiesce to these appeals, but he will make
use of the occasion to have his community assist at the
principal meetings. Our Brothers could thus introduce
themselves more completely to the methods and specializa-
tions and accomplishments of the regional Catholic Action;
and they would thus be better prepared to carry on Catholic
Action in the school.

We have attempted to point out’ the main ideas con-
cerning the duties of our Brothers in regard to Catholic
Action, so dear to the Head of the Church. But let us not
forget action is fated to be sterile if it is ©iot quickened by
prayer and sacrifice. (Nisi Dominus aedificaverit domuwm, in
vanum  ladoraverunt qui aedificamt eam. Ps. CXXVII).
This duty binds all. Itis the only one that can easily be
carried out by our respected old Erothers and by Brothers
having charge of temporal matters. Prayer and sacrifice
should be the means to enable these Brothers to conform
to the repeated desires of the Holy Father: “ It is abso-
lutely necessary,” he says in a letter to Cardinal SEGURA
{1929), ““ that everybody be an apostle during this, our
epoch. ”’ ¢ Catholic Action, ’’ he writes to Card. BERTRAM,
Archbishop of Breslau (1928), * should be a universal, coor-
dinated action on the part of all Catholics regardless of
age. ”’ =

“ In proceeding along this path all the Brothers of the
Clhristian Schools will cause their disciples to become part
of the structure of the Church. They will be thus true
children of the saint who founded their Congregation, ¢ for
the preservation of youth in the way of Salvation. > (Col-
lect. of the Mass of St. John Baptist de la Salle).
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SUGGTSTIONS

It would seem that the question of Catholic Action, such
as the present paper has been regarding it, permits us to
malke a few suggestions, some of which have to do directly
with our apostolate, the others having to do with our interior
activity as a religious institute.

A) Suggestions hawving to do with our Apostolate

1. We should tend to make our groups of pious youth
maore and more energetic by the practice of the apostolateof
equal to equal, by the spirit of conquering for the love of
Glod: within the school, the family and the social miliew,
and by encouraging the training of catechists. '

2, We should see to it that our works of perseverance
inafruct their members as to the nature, necessity and
obligation of Catholic Action as well as the measures to be
taken for putting it into practice.

3. We should see that the members of onur post-school
societies be oriented towards the apostolate: an individual
apostolate bringing action to bear upon one’s elders, upon
the family, upon public gquestions and particularly questions
having to do with our schools. Here it should be remarked
that nothing that touches upon the interests of our schools
should be alien to our former pupils, for has not our Holy
Father declared in his Encyclical on Education: *“ Every-
thing that the faithful do to promote and to defend the
Catholic School, which is destined to take care of their
children, is a veligious work properly umderstood, aud con-
sequently it becomes an essential duty for Catholic Action.”
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B) Suggestions having io do with our religious activity
as & religious Instituie

1. Aleafiet in the catechetical form of questions and
answers, dealing with the topic of Catholic Action, should
be added to our catechisms.

2. A heading entitled “ Catholic Action ”’ should find
Place in our Instituta periodical. Under that title we should
insert an account of the undertakings and successes of
Catholic Action; there should be swunmaries or citations
from pontifical and episcopal documents. It would be
proper to have in it reviews of books treating of Catholic
Action, particularly those aspects -of Catholic Action that
apply to the work of educat:ion.
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APPENDICES

1~ The Catholic Stucent X euth movement «s applied in @ certein
bowrding school of secondery education

It was iu 1929 that the Catholic Student Youth group was
fouuded at the boarding zchool. pretty much as it exists today.
Brother Director inangurated the work with a view to heighten
piety. to introduce the older boys to an apoxrtolate having a more
supernatural background. ancd to promote numerous good voca-
tions among the pupils. The beginning. truly apoxtolic, was very
modest: three boys of the upper classes. who were moclels of piety
saud harcdl worlk, constituted themselves into a little society almost
secretly. Someavhat in the style of the Gospel mustard seed.
jealonsly closing life within itself. it turnec out fo be a means of
exciting curiosity and awakening interest. I'or somewhat more
than a year it was to live thus. secretly as it. were, experiencing
a slow but solid interior growth without any direct action on the
perplexed entourage.

But after the retreat at tlw opening of school in October 1931.
the little group reorganizecl. decided to. litt the veil of secrecy and
allow itself to be known at the hoarcling school during a public
meeting. of course a meeting for religions propaganda where there
would be no departure from the habitnal procednre of Catholic
Sturlent Youth meetings. No excitement was evoked, and in
place of shouting voices there was the calm measured utferance
of its president.. Tley recited the Our I'ather. which is the prayer
of the Catholic Stndent Youth movement. and then they added
the invocations to Rt. Joha Baptist cle la Salle and to Saint Joan
of Arc, the patrons of the group. Then there was an explanation
of the Gospel. a discussion of a question of piety. a conference:
everything going forward without striking incident or confusion.

The young conferencier excited astonishment by Lis composure,
his eugagiug tone andl his air of conviction. After the meeting
there was an entertainment in the Catholic Student Youth style.
This play which was a theme play. diffienlt to represent, but easy
to understand, proved beantiful and affecting, and was hailed as
a complete success. This was the attraction given the boys of
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good-will, the recompeuse for their generously sustained atteiirion.
Such minds as were sympathetic became enthusiastie, those rhat
were lLostile, or probably better. those that were apathetic auxl
dreaded and disparagecl everything that surpasses o1 threatens
them. rid themselves of some of their prejudices, although in a
few rare instances they remained recalecit.rant and unmoved.

However,requeats to beallowed to join were at first hesitating.
The movement was young and remained, in spite of everything,
little known. Then the argument ‘ ad hominem, >’ which is
oharacteristic of egoism. suggested itself. The work began to
demand a spirit of sacrifice: it requirecd an hour of free time every
Sunday; it required the iwriting of substantial papers ancl doc-
umentecl couferences ancl delivering these before a no doubt. good-
natured audience. but an audience not too helpful in its eriticism
and all that along with heawy class assignments. That program
indeed was something that didn’t give pleasure to a great number
who were more given to appearing well and merely following ratlier
than conquering themselves in order to live lLeroically. So the
nilitant young men remained a dozeu or so. a number nevertheless
sufficient. since at the outset it was primarily a question of getting
" together an élite at once resolute and capable of impressing t.he
general maes of pupils by piety, good spirit and application. Ine
findds a real pleasure in thumbing the reports of this first year
of work. One sees therein as it were, the first tottevings of a
little child vaguely conscious of its Jife. of its weaknesses and its
hidden powers: there were moments of hesitation and error. aml
the advances and successes were heightened by the seriousuess
and impatience of the neophyte.

In Oetoler. 1932, there was a new grand meeting of prop-
aganda, presided over this time by the chaplain for the general
enterprises of the diocese and by the presiclent of the Catholic
Student Youtl, and this gave. a definite consecratiou to the iocal
group. Here is how its existence is organized. The Catholic
Student Youth at the boarding school comprises on the one hand
a president, two vice.presiclents. a spiritual director. a treasurer,
und a libravian, that make np the administration: and on the
other hand active members and affiliated members.

To enjoy the benefit of thie training of Catholic Student ¥outh
the pupil places in writing with the President at the outset of the
school yea: +hir, reguest for admission; for the meetings begin
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immediately after the resumption of classex. The retreat, at. this
period arouses serious icdeas and inspires genereus resolutions.
These requests are looked into at the second session. The Director
gives some pointe of information in order to cause the votes to
be intelligent: then the balloting tales place. The élite heing
small in number. it ig necessary that the candidate get half the
votes in order to secure admission. If one fails to be admittcd
every effort is made to explain to him that he shoulcl try through
added piety and harcl worlk to merit ater on the honor to which
he is aspiring.

Any balloting that oceuus during the year is neither less serious
nor more important. A uondescript member or an unworthy
member sufiices sometimes to alienate some very good canclidates.
Moreover to vote conscientiously is an exercise of serious thinking
and serves as & preparation for the fulfilment of an important
réle in later life. The ordinary meetings take place on Saturday
in the evening, but sometimes they are also lheld at midclay in
order to teach the Catholic Stuctent Youth members to sacrifice
some minutes of pleasure in favor of the apostolate. Morevver
every meaeting presupposes the sacrifice of an hour of leisure or of
study or of relaxation—a sacrifice really felt snd cousented to: fev
selfdenial should be the basis of the life of every Catholic Stwdent
Youth member.

The meeting generally lasts an hour aud proceeds as follows:

1. The President invites the director to recite the prayer:
the Oux Father, the Hail Mary ancl the invocations to the patrons
of the group.

2. Then a reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting
takes place. These minutes should be dravym up in such a manner
as to give an exact recorcl of what was saidd and done and what
results followed upon the prececling meeting. This report is
adopted, modified. or rejected according to the invitation of the
president. The members may ask leave to express themselves.
Words of assent and felicitation and rectification and additions
constitute so many necessary actions. which if faithfully carried
out will prevent the record of the meeting from Liecoming a Diews
bromide awt prevent the meeting from degenerating into what is
called a lay sermoun by a tyro orator gravely developing some
vague commonplace before a passive and -weary audience.

Irn order to know and cherish the Holy Gospel, the members
prezent in twn a persona] commentary upon the Sacred Text.
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The speaker reads the indicated page and then withiout the aid of
notes he points out what practical and precise application can he
made frem the divine lesson. Then there follow various sugges-
stions presentecdl by the other members aud once again there are
friendly and judicious discussions thatare to the point and cal-
culated to impart a. general moral and supernatural aenvich-
ment. .
The talk or conference, really the main business. is confided
to some member at the outset of thesemester 1 the quarter. This
tall tends to taain the Catholic Student Youth in the art of public.
dizcourse and to develop in them. together with a spirit of initia-
tive. a distinctive personality; it causes thiem to become acquaint:
ed with a number of practical facts quite necessary in the apos-
olate; it. cliscreetly introduces them to the problems which are
stirring minds and whose solution demands no less charity than
competence. The subjects are determined by the executive bureau
in such manner as to secure unity. A plan and bibliography
are added, but the final choice is left with the conferencier him-
self. The (evelopment either read, or spolken without notes, is
evalnated, cliscussed, completed either at the end of the reading
or during the very cowrse of the business. Catholic Student
Youth being a recent specialized movement of a social nature. the
snbjects for discussion are naturally borrowed from religious and
social questions, keeping always, howevey, a clearcut view of the
enct to be obtained, namely to serve and to conquer for Christ.
The base ov the point of view whence all starts is the person
of our Lorcl Jesus Christ: His life, communicated to the soul of
the Cliristian by means of grace and prayer and the sacraments,
above all by Holy Communian. We point out Lere that to have
truly militant members frequent Holy Communion is indispen-
sable. The apostolate talkes on a supernatwral value only by
means of the presence. of Christ in the soul of the apostle: it is
Christ alone who can enlighten and vivify and render fruitful.
One may obtain ample matter for interesting talks by request-
ing the members of the Catholic Student Youth to prepare their
work duving the vacations; for the time then is not lacking to get
together a clocumented, lively, and varied paper. Why shoull
they not present with modesty to their companions. who may be
at first a little surprised but edified, the results of their own expe-
riences. of their own observations and of their own youthful enter-
prises. They would thus become for one another so many causes
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for spiritual awalkening. so many sulyjerts engaged in Christian
emulation.

Tinaliy, the director. upon being invited to say a few words
2 propos, encleavors to:effect a more thorough orientation, and
if need be, he completes some subject that he hohilz to be cssen-
tinl for the life of the group. for example, the state of grace. medi-
tation, reparation. Ie. moreover. has prepared for the meeting
by a heart-to-heart tallk with the presiclent, and it ix xoon seen
that the relations hetween the two heacls are cordial ancl trnxtfnl.
"The president conclndes the meeting and maps out the program
for the succeeding. meeting.

It shonddl be aclled that five chaplains of the extablislunent
lend their cooperation cliscreetly aud devote:liy to the functioning
of the group, whose effective worlk. however, «levives largely from
the director, who is a father of the group and closer to them. The
director’s authority aml competence recognized and often involkecl
do not go heyond, however. directing and seconcling the action
of the presiclent and his associates. The Catholic ¥tudent Youth
thus becomes a school of leadlers who know. not only how to yield
and to give way to one another. but ars alro able to take the
initiative ancl to assune responsibility.

The beneflcent influence of the Catliolic Student Youth
both within ancl without the boarding school is incontestable.
Within the boarding school it is n leaven for supernatural life,
for good spirit and for work. Is not that indeed what should
congtitute the life of the boy? ‘I'he quniable and commuuicative
piety of these good young men passes tu tle entire school person-
nel. Daily communiou is held in great honor. This is true par-.
tienlarly of the Commnnion of Bnnclay. which takex plase outside
of the Mass aud which vonsequently d¢mamds more character to
receive and which brings to the Holy Table nearly all of the older

Joys. Moreover. the numbe: of Comuiunions that take place on
the morning immediately after the holidays coust:antly increaxing
encourages the belief fhat the piety is profound ancl solid.

Discipline, good spirit. ancl a greater family boncl are some of

"the other fruitr of the Catholic Sturlent Youth apostolate. Great
avder iu work cauges satisfaction among. the professors. while
great success in the final examinations goes to recompense the
young men. A greater intellectnal and monral discipline ancl the
supererogatory but personal and disinterested works that thoy

13
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impose npon themselves in view of the aposrtolate. give tlem a
marked advance over their comrades.

‘For six years the group has enlarged its fieldd of beneficent
action. Upon :the initiative of xomo oi its 1memhers and with
the esteemest eneonragements of Hiz Eminence. the Cardinal
Arclhibishop, it has extended its work to inclucle the elementary
#c.hoolr of the neighborhoot. Every Friday ‘the pupils of the two
highest olasses go there accompaniedl by a professor to teach
catechism to the poor clildzen. The lesson to he given is pre-
parecl by all the catechixts during the course of the week, but
those who are to exercire their seal on that particalar day ure
chosen by lot. The others assirt at the lersons ancl improve
themselves by preparing 2 eritieixim.

It is wmecessary to add that the poor children and their
parents appreciate and praire. this Christian gestnré on the pnrt
of the olider pupils of the hoarcding school. Moreover. all the
boys in the. xchool take a practical interest in this woik, which
hrings classex cloner togethet. fu every division of the school
a ** Box for Sacrifices ** serves laily for rollecting varioys desirable
articles or illustrated reviews. which are the results o voluntary
privation, and whiclt the ratechists are able to use for sustaining
the attention and rewavcding the effort= of their young listencrs.
And if these latter always wait. impatiently for' thiz weekly lexxon
in religion the ecateclists naturally epare themselves to enter
heart and sond into the work which i xo important.

Natwrally the capitaliy important question of the petseveranve
of onr yonng Catholics presents itself again. What becomes of
them indivithwally (luring the Jong vacation period? As @ general
rule they make it a point of dwdvy und of honor to be in their
regpective neighborhood what they have been at the boarding
rehool. We have heard of many impressive, examples in this
matter since onr experiment began hardly seven years ago. A
hoy fowrteen yeara olil. the only one to dethe singing in his parish,
writes: * My laller is the organist and he hag'to do the accompany-
ing with one fingerwsemetimes two. I (to the. best I ean with
the singing. On the first Snnday there were at elnueh my father.
L and three old Jadies.  On the thind Sunday there were more
than thirty parsons present.” Two other (*atholie Student Youth
members, both brothers, are tha very Jife of the divine office in
their, parish: one plays the organ, the other singsx. The zeal of
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