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011 tile Feast uf the lloly Fu1111der 
.nu, .l,mivers. of his co,,,mizcitio11 

MY VERY DEAR BROTHERS, 

MAY THE GR.ACE A.ND TB.E PEACE OF OUR LORU JESUS 

CKRJ:ST BE ALWAYS WITH us! 

The retreat called the Retreat for Superiors ended, as 
it did in previous years, with the reading and discussion of 
a pape1· prepared by one of our elem· Brothers Visitor General. 

This paper, studied 1hst by the Regime and t-hen sub­
mitted for appraisal to our dear Brothers Retreatants, was. 
finally looked into by a tl1eologian, wl10 affirms that it is. >. 
completely in harmony with the views and reconrmeuda­
tions of om· Holy Father. 

In this fine bit of wo1·k you will find a serious and fully 
documented development of a topic to which the Holy 
Father has many times already drawn the attention of the 
Pastors of t,he faithful, and of religious educators in par­
ticular. 

The educat-0r who wishes to do a worth-while job must 
be ready continually to improve his methods by ta.king 
into account the experiences of those a.bout him, but above 
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all by heeding the recommendations coming from that 
authority we all hold to be supreme. Now the Sovereign 
Pontiff, who is placed by God at the pinnacle of that emi­
nence whence he dominates the world, cries out in alarm 
:and sends forth an orcler for general mobilization, with a 
view to making sure that every activity of the army of­
·Christ be concentrated on a measure at once providential 
ancl necessary: the Apostolate witl1in one's own environment, 
through Catholic Action. 

This Apostolate, re-enlivened by the activity of the Hol�, 
Father is so important t.hat an aufoorit.at.ive intt�rpreter 
has seen fit t,o affirm that " Catholic Act,ion is not merely 
a, social program, but, a sensiis Christi, and it, is. t.o employ 
a synthetical expression, the Third Order of the Church 
itself." (Count DELLA ToRR-E, Ooiirse in Oathol-ic A.cti-o·n 
a.t the Univers·lmJ of llfilan, 1930). 

No Christian can, without really t,ransgressing, draw 
away from this conquering undertaking; and every eel-( ucator should from now on est.ablish within his school, within 
his class, a sort of novitiat,e. fo1· Catholic .Action. The pages 

· t,hat follow are meant to he.lp our Brothers in this work. 

The author of the paper presents neither a summary nor 
a manual of Catholic Action; be means to give his Brothers 
a precise theoretical and practical lmowledge of Catholic 
Action in so far as it ap1llies to om school a.nd post-school 
activities. The considerations he presents repose upon the 
gl"anite stone of the definition set forth by HL� Holiness 
Pope Prns XI and are made clear in the generous light that 
comes to us from the Vatican. These consiclerations sum­
ma1·ize the data clerive.d from an inquiry made t,hroughout the 
Districts of the Institute. May these considerations cause 
the thought of the Head of the Church to be understood 
in it,s true meaning; may tl1ey cause any inexact or false 
ideas to be revised; may they stimulate our good-will and 
tend to mal�e us st.ill more wort,hy of the paternal affection 
of the great Pontiff, who on October 27th last, thinking of 
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·the entire Society of the Brothers of the Cru:istian Schools 
represented by the members of the elective commission, 
gave from his heart thi� spontaneous and encouraging tes­
timony: " I give you my greatest blessing, which you so 
well merit." 

The present cil·cular shall be read publicly in  the com­
munity; but we do not, desire t,hat the Brothers limit them­
selves to t.his simple reading: we wish that in every retreat­
center a taU, be given, say on the eighth day, on Catholic l Action and on the means to make it lively and effective in  
tile district. Brotl1er Visitor should take in hand himself 

/ the preparation oE this talk, or he shoulcl designate well­
beforehand a Brot,her to do tlH'· work with much care and 
attention. 

We are, wit,11 the most religious affection in Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, our very de.ar Brothern, 

Your very humble and clevotecl servant, 

Brot,her JuNrnN-VICT0R. 

CAT;HOLIC .ACTION 

.All the writmgs of His Holiness Pope. Pros XI, as well as 
his rnclio messages come back to t,his theme, whieh seems to 
dominate the thought of om· venerable Pontiff: tile theme 
of Catholic. Action. 

The Pope never tires of repeating that Catholic Action 
is clear to him " ut pupillam oculi"; ancl for now more. than 
:fifteen years the august old man with extraordinary per­
tfoacity "ceases not to prest-nt CaBiolfo Action to t,he 
Christian world as the grea.f; clut,y of the. J)resent clay ancl 
the principal preoccupa.tion of his pont,ificate." To the epis­
copate� to religious superiors, to laymen of influence, he reit­
erates: Organize Catholic Act.ion, Ente.1· into Catholic Action, 
Propagate Catholic Action. 

.. 
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AJ, true sons of Saint John Baptist DE LA SALLE, let u.s 
be extremely attentive to this instruction of our Holy 
Father, the Pope, and let.us endeavor thoroughly to under­
stand his thought upon this impo1·tant subject. Let us 
discover how we can in our vocation as religious educators 
carry out this appeal, which is adclressed in common to all 
the faithful.. 

Catholic Action can be stuclie.c1 from a theoretica.l point 
of view. That will be the concern of the first vart of thi<J 
paper. We shall consider the natme, the necessity and 
the organization of Catholic Action in the light of pontifical 
documents and the experiments that have been carried out 
in several parts of the world. In the second -part of the 
paper we shall study Catholic Action from the practical 
point of view; that is, we shall examine in what manner 
l Catholic Action should be understood ancl applied by the 

te.aching religious. 

FIRS'£ PART 

CATHOLIC ACTIO:S IN G'ENER.A.L 

I - Natlll'e of Ca.Uwlie Action 

Beginning with his first encyclical Ubi a.rcano Dei, of 
December 23rd, 1922, regarde.d as the fundamental program 
of the great pontificate of Pros XI, His Holiness defined 
Catholic Action as " t,he participation of laymen in the 
apostolate of tlle hierarchy." This concise formula has a 
ma1·vellous clepth of meaning; the Pope himself has declared 
that Ile should not have discovered it without the assistance 
of an inspiration from Heaven. Here again is how he 
defines Catholic Action in a letter addressed to the President 
of the International Union of Catholic Women: "Catholic 
Action, such as we clesire it a,ncl such as we have defined it 
in several instances, js the participation of lay people in the 
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apostolate of the hierarchy, for the purpose of clefoncling 
religious and moral principles and developing a wholesome 
!'Ocial action, under the direction of the ecclesiastical hier­
archy, outside of &ncl above all political parties, in orclt:>r 
that Catholic life be re-established •in th<> family, and in 
sc,ciety." 

As we very well 1>erceive, the apostolate m·ged upon the 
faithful in general is not an independent action, but rather 
a/participation in an action already divinely established. 
lb iust,ituting His Church, Our Lord confided to Pastors 
onlr the care of conducting souls to their supernatural end. 
It is only to St. Peter aucl to the Apostles, and consequently 
to their snccessors, t,he Pope and the Bishops, that He gave 
the command to go throughout the world to preach and 
to teach. 

The wanant for anything pertaining to the apostolate 
eomes first, then, from the hierarchy. It amounts to this, 
tha,t from the sanctuary one is to take and carry abroad; 
tht> treasure of tht> Fa.ith confided to the Church. In matters 
pertaining to the Church there can be not,hing accomplished 
without legitimate authorisation. 

But on the other hand, as statecl by Bishop FONTENELLE, 
people have come too often to think that tlie role of t;he faith- \ 
ful is merely passive, and that on the Past.ors solely, there I 
deYolves the business of fighting ancl of conquering. They 
would imagine that the Church, the great, .. rrny of Chl'ist 
the King, sends only its leaclers into the fight, and allows the 
troops to remain in idle repose. We must remembe1' that 
tht> FA.ithful form part of the Church and that the Ohlll'ch 
is not the hierarchy solely. Yes, emphatically, Catholic 
Action is the bnsiMss of lay folk-the expression is from 
Bi$hop PIZZAR.DO. 

The Christian, incorporated in Christ by Baptism, should 
ext>rci.se a ministry, in the larger sense of that word. His 
Holiness Pope Pius X.I sa.ys as much, in a letter to Cardinal 
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Van Roey: " Let the Faithful," he declares, " be well 
persuaded that it is by a special grace of Goel that they a1·e 
called to this work of the .Apostolate, so similar to the priest's 
work." 

Making his thought very -precise by giving it the form of 
a theological argument, the Head of the Chmch writes thi,; 
to the Cardinal .Archbishop of Lisbon in January, 1934: 

,X '' The Apostolate is one of the duties inherent in the Chris­
tian Life. As a mat_ter of fact, if we look at the matt.e.r 
sharply, it is the Sacraments of l3a1)tism ancl Confmnation 
themselves that impose among other obligations, the obli­
gation of the Apostolate, that is, the dut,y of rendering spir­
itual help to the neighbor. In truth, by Confirmation ont> 
becomes a soldier of Jesus Christ. Now who does not per­
ceiv('l that the soldier is ex.pect,ed to face fatigue and struggll'I, 
less for himself than for others! And, although in a manner 
less obvious to the profane, Baptism also imposes the duty 
of the Apostola.te, since it is by Ba.pt.ism that we become 
members of the Ohmch, that is to say, of the Mystical Body 
of Christ. Among the members of this body, as inde.e.(l 
it is the same for the members of any other organism, 
there must be a solida1·ity of interests, a reciprocal commu­
nication of life: M1ilti ·M�wm corvus sii,m11.s. in Christo, sing-ul·i 
a,ute1n alter alterius rnembra (Rom. XII, 5). One. member 
must a.id the others; none may remain inactive: each one 
receives, each in turn mu.st give. 

,.,- " .Ag�in, every Christian receives the supernatura,1 lifo 
which circulates in the veins of the mystical body of Christ,, 
t,ha� abundant life which Olll'ist came to bring· upon th� 
earth, as He Himself declared : V e· n·i 1,t vita,m. ha.be(cnt 1,t 
abwndantius habeant (Joan., X, 10). It follows that every 
Christian should transmit this life to others who may not 
possess it or who may possess it in too small a, measure, or 
only in appearance. We do not doubt that once the Fait,h­
ful wm have. considered these fnnclamental truths of t,be 
Faith, a new spirit will take possession of their hearts, giving 
birth to intense action." 

D 
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The idea that the Christian Life implies an apostolate 
is however not new. ·' Catholic Action," says Pope Prui:i XI, 
" is not a novelty of the present time; it is really as olc1 a-s 
the Church." " It would be a great error " he says else­
where, " to think that Catholic Action is a discovery of 
these latter times... No, there is nothing olcler. The 
thought is founcl expressed in Holy Scripture and in a,11 
tl1e pages of ecclesiastical history." . 

In A.ug·ust, 1926, Pope Pius, receiving in audience the 
people/of the. parish of Saint Ca,millns, said to them: " From 
the time of the Apostles there existed collaboration in t.he 
Apostolate. It is t,he Apostles themselves who in their 
writings point, out for the admiration and i.Inita.tion of all 
t,he ages to come, who these collaborators were." Like­
wise the oldest traditions of the Church equally show us 
lay people devoting themselves to the work of evangelisa­
tion. Auel in modern times there is not a nation but can 
draw up it,s honor list or lay apostles whose approved a,ncl 
intelligent cooperation the Church has put to use. 

Hence, nil 11.0-vi sub sole, notl1ing new under the Sun of 
Truth, nothing new in the history and life of t-he ClrnrC'h, 
nothing new in t,he teachings and directions of t,he. Pontiffs. 
" We ought carefully to guard ourselves from believing, " 
says LEO XIII, " tliat it is forbidden to private persons to 
cooperate in the Apostolate, above all when it, is a question 
of men to whom God has confided the gifts of intelligenee. 
Let everybody remember then that he can a.ml ought to 
propagate the Catholic Faith." 

Pope Prus X, in his first encyclical, urges the. <:'piseopate 
and the clergy to " restore all things in Ghrist." Then he 
adds: " It is not only men clothed with Holy Orders, but 
all t,he l!'aithful without exception who should devote t,hem­
selves to the interests of God and of souls; not of course 
ea.ch one to the fancy of his own views and tendencies but 
always under the. direction of the Bishops.'' 

In his turn Pope BENEDIOT XV recommends Catholic 
.. 
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.Action for the rechrfatianizing of thE:' masses. In 1916 he 
writes to the Archbishop of Bogota: " It is not irrelevant to 
recommend to you the study of those institutions which 
t.aken together, bear the name of Catholic Action... It is 
not sufficient that the clerics and the lay people friendly to 
CMholic Action go among the multitudes and group them; 
they require further to 1,enetrate these multitudes with the 
truths of Faith, so that each one may know his duties and 
conduct himself accordingly.'· 

But the Pope whom posterity will call the Pontiff of 
Catholic Action is Prus XI.· His a.cts in this matter are 
innumerable; everything constitute.s an occasion for him to 
recommend " his be.loved Oat,holic Action.'· Th� reason 
is tlrn.t in our day the apostolate of men among their equals 
has become an indispensable condition for Christian vit,ality. 

IT - 'l'he. n<>cessity of Catholic Action 

In tilt• encyclical })rogram Ubi A1w1no Dei His Holiness 
Pope· Prus XI explains that Catholic Action is indi.ssolubly 
linked wit-h the restoration of the kingdom of Christ: " R-e­
mind yom 'B'aithful of the laity," he. says, "-tliat whe.n the)' 
are united to their Bi.�hops and their Priests and when they 
participat,e in the work of the apostolate, t,hey are more than 
ever just what they ought to be: a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation." 9atholic Action is then neces­
sary- for the Church with the necessity of divine command, 
and not solely of ecclesia,�tical origin; it is decreed by the 
Founder of the Church Himself. 

The in1portance of the apostolate of the faithful among 
tl1e faithful explains the urgency of the organization at this 
timt'. 

To begin with, priests are all too few. In certain coun­
tries the clergy has been decimated by war or by l)ersecu­

\ tion and its recruit-ment has been bamperecl by a diminution 
of the Christian spirit within the family. The- word of the 
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pri£-.st can no longer reach all the sheep of the flock, whose 
perieverance, so much in jeopardy yesterday, is today more 
aml more threatened, for " the average Catholic is not 'suf­
ficiently strong to safeguard his faith and his virtue, within 
th€' morbid atmosphe.re of atheism int,o which he has been 
t.hrust." Pastors then are absolutely in neecl of alert and 
zealolL� auxiliaries, in need. really of lay missionaries, who 
"ill cause the work of the priest to be broadenecl and who 
will ·' spea,k to hearts in a spirit of fra,ternal charity.,. It 
is C'atholl6 .Action that will give to the clergy, now too few 
in number, these indispensable collaborators. " The lay 
apostolate is then complementary to the sacerdotal apos­
tolate, complement,ary lJPcaus1:1 different, complementar:-;' 
bt>C•fH1se dependant, compl(:'mentary because auxiliary in the 
tru� sense of the word .. .  

Elsewhere, that is  to say, in the favored countries, where 
th€' clergy are munerous and zealous, there are nevertheless 
certain social strata found to be systematically closed to the. 
religious action of the }lrie:,t. Excessive inclust.J:ialization 
deliwrs over to the disinteg1·ating activity of materialism 
and of collllll1mism the working masses over whom foe Church 
hM lost much influence. " That, is the greatest scandal 
of t,he ninet,eenth century! " exclaims the Sovereign Pontiff 
in spealdng to Canon 0,1.RDTJN, th<> founder of the Catholic 
Working Youth of Belgimn. ·, In most of t,he industrial 
regions the prie,st sees hin1seH in a situatfon where it is 
praetically impossible to induce the workers to enter his 
drnrch. .A. malevolent propaganda puts the conviction 
anchor-like. into the mind of the pE>ople, that the Catholic 
religion is t,he subservient ancl perpetual ally of Capitalism. 
So the apostolat,e for the worker shall be undertaken by the 
Worker or else it will not be undertaken at all. The Pope 
is aware. of that and consequent-ly wishes that everybody be 
an apostle, and that the organized laity give freely an active 
and. disinterested cooperation to the work of reviving the 
relig"iolL� spirit. In tl1e Encyclic--al Q11a. <1ragesi.1110 a.,mo·, t.he 
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Pope says, " Tl1e immecliate apostles for the workers must 
themselves be workers; and t,he apostles for the industrial 
and commercial world must themselveR be industriali1,ts 
and business men! " 

Canon TrBERGHlEN of Lille llas modernized the necessity 
of Catholic Action in the light, of what has been said. in 
tl1ese terms: " The priest, directs Catholic Act.ion inasmuch 
a.<i by the directions he offers he animates it-; the laity dil'ect 
0atl1OJic Action in so far as t,hrough the direct.ions given they 
or11:anize it in those scrtions t,o  which the priest. has no access. 

Catholic Action under t,he form extolled by tlw Sovert-ign 
Pontiffs comes at II good time to continue and develop t.l1e 
apostolic work because it can turn to Jll'Ofit the neecl of 
activity which characte.rizes this generation, and ca.n ut,ilir.e 
tlw spirit of youtl1, audacity and conquest which bas appear­
ed and has grown. This movement is not designed to bring 
ruin on the works of the 1iast; rather it is intended t,o collect 
ancl give point. t-0 tlrn,t work, ancl to give it a new life. Thus 
Catholic Action in it!\ actual aspect is, according to th(• firm 
expression of Rishop Luigi CIVARDI, sicut castrorwin <ides 
or,N,1u1m, an army for peac<!, with its hierarchy, its laws, it� 
objectives, all{l its distinctivfl signs; it is t,he organizat.ion of 
tl1is arm�r that w� are now going to st-ndy. 

III- Organizntion of Catholic Action 

Catholic Action is not .to be confounded with any otb�.r 
social activity, " however beneficial, legitimate ancl licit, 
bnt material and human;·• it groups, under the direction 
of the ecclesiastical hieral'Chy, from whom it receives t,be 
worcl of command, the elite among the Catholics of each 
nation, of eacl1 cliocese, and of eMh parish. It sees to t,he 
working out of parochial, diocesan and national plans, 
receiving meanwhile from the hierarchy, which is the reg­
u1ating center for all, the necessary unity of direction; "like 
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the blood distributed by a propelling cente.r and reaching 
even tl1e most distant, capillarr veins." (Prus XI, May 16, 
1926). 

Besides the unity of direction, which is the essential 
c·haractRristic of CatJ1olic Action. tlle Organizatjon has an­
other attribute, namely specuili::ation, which renders the 
movement adapt.able to the yarious environment,s in the 
midst of ,�i'ch the apostolic mission of tl1e Church evolve.s. 
In issuing this c.ommand: '· Let each militant member of 
Catholic Action e.nrleavor to briug to Christ his own }Jartic­
ular neighborhood ... Let t,he apost:les among workiugmt'n 
ht> ·workingmen themselves; apo,5tles among peasants be 
peasants; the apostles among business me.n be business 
men ... ," the Head of tbe Clrnreh gave a practical fom1ula 
for Catholic Act-ion, which i�: In orrler to win, it is necessary 
to specialize. Speei&lization is inevitable, for each milieu 
ha-s its own particular mentality. 

Tl1e militant, member who hopes to achieve something 
eoncrete, who wishes· to arrive at something i.Jnm('diately 
practicable, must vary hi.� met.hod and adapt. what has been 
genera.Uy commanded to the particular euYironmen t that, lw 
plan,� to Christianize; for t,he reactions of a University man a.re 
not identically those of a working" man, the religions and 
social proble.ms of the business employee are not those of 
the laborer. That was the understanding t,hat the pioneers 
hacl of Catholic Action. Soon however, from within the 
homogeneous group of mili1,ant members specialized move­
ments originated using app1· opriat-e means for conquering 
particular spheres that ha,ve to be brought back t.o Christ,. 

The first in date of t,hese " spedalizecl movements ,. and 
the one which has served as a model for all t.he others is 
Jocism, or the J. 0. C., from t.he init,ial letters of tl1e French 
te-1111 Jeunesse Ouvriere Chretienrn·. The Jocistei, who are 
for the most part apprentices and young worlm1en, have 
gone boldly forward to the winning over of the working 
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man's world. Our Catholic reviews have recounted t.Jie 
chivah'y of t,hese noble young men in the face of the raillery 
and jeering of sectarian workers. When 1200 of t,hese 
valiant young men were received m auruence at the Vatican 
during the summer of 1031 tliey ha.cl the happiness of 
hearing the Holy Father declare to t.hcm: " You are spl@­
diclly representative of Catholic Action in what it hllos 

_ most active and authentic: that is, the apostolat,e, the a.id 
given to the hierarchy ... , there., where the need is most 
ur�ent ... , there, where priests could penetrate only with 
difficult,y. " 

And two years before that, in Sept.ember 1929, 1500 
Jocistes received similarly this assurance: " We cannot 
hesitate. to tell you that, our heart receives immense conso­
lation and that a magnificent vision opens up before us ... We 
can promise. ourselves great things for the salvation of souls 
and tlH� glory of Go<l and for the triumph of Christ the 
King ... " 

Following the J. 0. C. there appeared in cert,ain sections 
the Catholic Student Youth, the Catholic Agricultural 
Youtl1, the Christ.fan i'lfarit.ime Youth ... Each of these ;�c­
tivities has become in time fruitful, and as a specialized move­
ment it provoked in tnrn new specializations, such as the 
Clnistian Workingmen Leagues, an extension of the J. 
0. 0. into the sphere of the adult workingmen. 

This diversity of groups has however a unity; the unity 
of instruction and direction received from the Central Council 
of Catholic Action, a unity truly object-ive, which consi.�ts 
in causing the- penet,rnting Life of Christ to shine forth, the 
Life which through Grace transforms souls. 

" Witl1i11 the framework of Catholic Action," writes 
Cardinal PACELLI, under elate of January 29, 1937, to the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Paris, " these groupings constitute ,t 
complete ancl 11omogeneous whole, which continually perfects 
itself, which unfolds into· a number o( strictly harmonized or­
ganizations, and which takes account of the work done in the 

.. 

.. 



STA'l'lllUENT OONCERNIKG CATHOLIC ACTION 1.3 

specialized apostolat.e. " In the m.iclst of this entlrn$iasm 
of " tlle eommon front " of Christfanity for t.lie conquest 
of a world thrown back largely into paganism, is there 
a place, is therl\ a 1·ole for the religious educator! The 
second part of the present pa.per will fmnish t,he answer 
to that question. 

SECOND PART 

CATHOLIC Aill'ION .\.ND THE TEACHING RELIOIO[S 

The teaching religious is uude1· obligation to enter into 
the movement of Catholic Act.ion, not only by Mquiring a 
theoretjcal knowledge of this doct,riue of t,he apostola.t�, 
but also by applying himself to the work of int1·oducing his 
pupils to the methods of Cat.bolic Act.ion; this training shoulcl 
find place at the very outset of tho program of e,cry Chris­
tian educator. The Christian School famishes the Church � 
Militant with soldiers a.nd ,vith le.aders; hence, dechires tl1e 
Sovereign PontifI Pope Prus XI '· in order that yolll' pupil 
be- tomorrow ready to advance into tl1e. t.<.writory tl1at 
await.s him it is fitting that be undertake tl1e first steps 
while today he is with you. To teach him how to walk (/ 
make him walk." 

And in nnmerous documents the Holy Fat.her renders 
his t;e,a.ching more precise. Here, for example, are a few 
lines from the letter Qttamvis nostra addressed on Nowm­
ber 25, 1935, t,o the Episcopate of Brazil: .. In t.heir work the 
r<'ligious of both sexes should from the earliest age ta.ke t.110 
boys and girls placed in their schools and cc,llt>ges and de­
velop in them first of all a feeling fo1· the apostolate ancl 
then direct tl1em towards the orgamzations of Catholic 
Action... We may say that there is no period better tha,n 
the 1>e .riocl of studies, no place bet.t-er adapted than the 
school, for rearing the youth of Catholic- Action." 

.. 
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That text of the Holy Fa.ther's is at once a command. 
and a program, above all for the Brother who has meditated 
U})On the prologue of his Rule: " The end of this Institute 
is to give a Christian Education to children." Since Chris-

X tian Education implies a progressive introduction to the 
apostolate of Catholic Action, let us follow in om study the 
steps pointed out by the Holy Father: 

1. The Christian Educator shall prepare his pupils for 
Catholic Action from the earliest years, that is, in the pri­
mary classes and in the lower classes of the secondary 
sc,hools. 

2. This pre.pa.ration is to be extended into the colleges 
and into the technical. schools. 

3. The ordinary }}Ost-school activities shoulcl be given 
diTe<:tion t,hrougb Catholic Action. 

4. In orde.r that directions be given in a profitable 
manner, the educator should receive au appropriate training. 

Such are t,he four divisions of the second part of this 
paper. 

- The 111·epurntlon for Cutbolit Aetiou in EleJut>ntnrr ('lnsst•s 
a ud in the Lowrr Onsses of t.lie Secondnrr Schools 

Catholic Act,ion being essentially an a.post,olate of equal 
to equal, the preparat-ion for Catholic Action in -the ele­
mc-ntary classes does not appear as a novelty to the educa­
tor c.onsciou.� of his mission. The Christian teacher has 
always exhorted his good pupils to do good to their comrades. 
By intensifying this practice, which is as old as Clu·istian 
Education itself, and by introducing it into the general 
plan of the. modern apostolate that the Holy Fat.her tn1,ces 
out for us, the Brot.hers of the Christian Sehools wm be­
eome workers in the cause of Catholic Action. 

Fe.w adolescents are likely spontaneously to take the 
initiative. in the apostolate within t,he sphere of the school. 
The leaders, the apostles, are not clistingnishable at first 
sight. We must look about for them, but giving first of 
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all to t,he general group of the pupils a training at once 
tlteoret.cal. and practical. 

The teacher shoulcl speak of the obligations contracted '><-. 
in Baptism and in Confirmation; he should set forth the cluty 
of solidarity implied in the dogma of the Communion of 
Saints; he should explain the evangelical maxims: " H1:> 
who saves the soll{.....Qf his brother saves his own. " ·· As 
bret,hren you did it to me." In keeping to the 1Jract,ical 
hy means of concrete examples taken from school anr1 farnHy 
life, he will stress these ter.cbings and he will vrove to the 
boy that life in school can be transformed int;o life in t,he 
apost,olate. 

Iu clealiug with his pupils he will emphasize the t,wo 
factors which guarantee the efficaciousness of every apos­
tolate: the personal influence of the apostle and the blessing 
of God. Personal influence is a factor of the first orde1· in 
E'Yery apost-0late, for to win the confidence of one's equals 

( one has to command great respect in regarcl to human, 
professional ancl religious values. 

It is when t,he grace of Goel e-11ergizes a, grou1J possessed 
\ of fine talents that the dominion over souls is profotmd and 

lasting. The educator then will strive to furnish the young 
apost,les with religious convict.ions that arc })ropel' to their 
age. Since the efficacious energy in a man is nothing more 
t.ha,n love transformed, he will put into the heart of the 
?Otmg apostle an ardent love for our Lorcl Jesus Christ. 
Hence prayers will be well said, the sacraments will be 
frequented, there will be many sacrifices the.y will accept 
or se.ek after for the love of Goa. There you have the 
tntl:' consummation of the young apostle's training; in a 
spirit of generosity his soul will accept the suggestions 
t.hat will be given him, and Grace coming to assist, he will 
manifest . an apostolic initiative. 

The field open t.o his zeal is varied, as may ·be judged by 
tlie foJl�ving examples: he can in spirit of docility to his 
tE'acher bring into the class an enthusiasm for straightfor-
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wardness aud faiJ:-dealing. With two or three of his fel­
lows he can begin to popularize the watchword: uo dis­
honesty in competitive class assignments, no illegitimate help­
ing of others, no lack of fair-play in recrea.tional matt,e1·s. 
Little by little the group increases and sncceeds finally in 
having its watchword accepted. Another leader manages 
to group about himself those of good-will who hold out for 
language that is clea.n: " No coarseness and no joking that 
is dirty. " 

A child of ten may bring to Sunday i\fass one of bis 
neighbors whose famHy are indifferent in regard to religion. 
Another boy persuades his parents not to allow a bad period­
ical to enter the home. It is not rare to find a first com­
municant bringing to the Holy Table a father or mot.her 
forgetful of the duties of religion, or causing a crucifix or a 
pious picture to be in a place of honor iu the home. 

Here is a boy who writes: " Three of us from the sa,me 
school happened to meet one another at the same sea-sidtl 
resort. Together we went to confession aucl to Holy Com­
munion every Suuday." It is readily smmised tl1a, t one of 
the three was a leader, an apostle. Another boy organizes 
games in his home for comrades, with a view to keeping 
them from the motion-picture theatre (the only one in 
t.heir town and known for its corrupting tendencies). Tilers 
are two very suggestive good books t.hat explain ideas of 
this order: New Grnsacles of Yowng Workers, by Abbi! 
F. KLEIN, Paris, and t,he Catholic Stiiilen.t Yonth a.1ul tho 
Prvm.ary School, published iu Montreal. Bot.h eonta.in 
many stories that 1>aint in lively colors the enterprising 
spirit of youthful soldiers in the service of Our Lord. 

We will terminate these considerations ancl these exam­
ples by giving here the announcement contained in tht! 
" Code " which presents the ideal Clll'istian life to tho 
aspirant to the Italian Youth of Catholic Action. 

1. The aspiJ:ant to Catholic Action strives to be among 
the first in everything for the honor of Oluist the King. 

.. 
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2. He lives by means of Jesns in order to cause Him 
to be known and served. 

3. He is prompt in the matter of opedience. 
4. He is loyal. He is the-11 an enemy qf lnm1an respect-, 

and he proves this by wearing his insignia outwardly a,nd 
publicly. '--

5. He is pure in his thoughts, and wo1·ds, ancl actfons; 
because he is accustomea daily t-0 perform some volunt-a,ry 
acts of mortification. 

6. He is an apostle among his conll'ades, and with this 
encl in view he makes it a duty to perform each day at 
least one good action. 

7. He is always joyful ancl happy. 
It would seem that this " Rule " summarizes the ends 

and the methods which characterize the modern groupings 
which tmder the name of ,; Eucharistic Crusadel ,., ,incl 
" Christiai1 Scouting " have come to reinvigorate and enla,rge 
the activity of �tu· traditional Marian sodalities. 

The Oonfrn.ternltles and other Pious Associations 

It is in gwuping the elite as iu a cou.frnt-cruity that itu 
enthusiasm for an active apost.olate receives au a<ldecl 
impetus. J3ut, too often t.he coJJfraternity remains but a 
group of we.JI-behaved children who come together at. t,he 
appointed hour to list.en to a pious exhortation and to 
drn,w up resolutions that. concern thl' individual solely. 
This does not procluce much in regard to Catholic .Actfon; 
it has but slight influence upon t-he little family 1,hat is the 
school. In order to affect the gene.ral bo·c1:r the pa�sive 
submission of the elite is futile. Conquest demancls wills 

L Iu several countries many 'Bi.sho1>�, m,tkiug usi> of t,he aut,ho1·­
ity of the words of Our Holy Fttther. who call8 the Ruchttristic 
Crusade " '.rhe Primary School of C11.tholic Action" have dee.reerl 
that the Crusa.de be in their <lioceseB, the first step in the ladder 
of Organisations of Catholie. Action." The. Catholic St-u<lent Y oi�th 
mul the P1,i,;iary S cltool. 
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that are active and that spontaneotlllly organize themselves 
and keep in view a common struggle. 

The merely pious association must undergo a change of 
physiognomy and become a rea.1 center for action: it should 
cease to be passive and become militant; the group must 
·transform itself into a. sort of headquarters in which 1>lans 
are drawn up to be put into execution a little later by the 
organizers themselves. " If so many children l1ave failed 
to persevere for any length of time and have later completely 
turned themselves a.stainst religion," declares M. Gttibert, 
" is it not because they were too accustomed to submit to the 

/ mfluence of others without bringing thereto the a,ctivit,y of 
their own wills! " 

As a matter of fact our great educators have 11,lways 
sought to give to confraternities and sodalities an !l>postolio 
and active training. These educators have carried out 
Catholic Action within the school. 

Listen to the indefatigablEI. Brother GA.BRIF..L OF TllE 
O&oss speaking to his soda.lists: "Yo1mg men, pray, 1>ray 
to the Heart of Jesus to fire you with that zea.l which wins 
souls fo1· Him. The will of a young apostle, if it be holy, 
becomes magnetized in contact with those it has to win 
ove1·: it brings souls together in order to turn them to God ... 
Beg the Sacred Heart through the intercession of Mary to 
give you that fire which s1)reads itself ever more ancl more 
and which can so enter other hearts that they in t,urn begin 
truly to burn. Go then among your fellows and fire them 
with the lovf' of Jesus Obrist ... " That is Oat.Iiolic Action, 
and fully fifty yea.rs before the pontifical appeal. 

On his side, Brother AUGUSTE-HlIBE&T, Director of 
Passy, thrusts his soda.lists into that action of equal upon 
equal, which specialists in Catholic .Action call the " hori­
zout-a.l apost,ola.te. " The Brother says: " You .tmdoubteclly 
have requested to be admitted to the Con.fraternity because 
you have a wish to clra.w nearer t-0 Jesus Christ by prac­
t.icing virtue more sel'iously and through the Apostolate to 

' 
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extend His kingdom. Any other motive on your part woulcl 
be futile or even culpable. It is fitting t-0 cause yom good 
works to go out.from you: the confraternity is not a. rel- '/ iqua.ry where one's own personal virtues a.re deposited; it is / 
i-ather a cenacle whence young apostles set out for the 
conqu/lst of souls. After the attention he gives to t,he 
working out of his o·wn salvation, the distinctive mark of 
a good soda.list fs--the eagerness to do good to souls. His 
recompense is to taste the joy of tJ1e apostola.te, to receive 
its supera.bnndant graces and to experience the strengthen­
ing of its attraction." 

The more active apostolate was practiced, as it were 
instinctively, by Brother EXUPERIEN a.t the time he was a. 
student at tl1e boarding school of BPziers. In th(.\ necro­
logica.l notice we read: "Adrian :MAS, President of the Con­
frate.rnity of tbe Most Blessed Virgin, <'licit,ed from his fel­
lows a desire for the supernatural, a.ncl frequently gave 
advice tlrn,t derived authority from bis own high character." 

The 1>roced111·e- of these eminent, rlirectors of Confrat�r­
uities is quite according to the traditions of om Iust,itute. 
Our Management defines Confraternity tJms: " . . .. the. 
grouping of a cert.a.in nmnher of stuclents.t.akeu from among 
t-he �lite, who submit voluntarily to a special regulation 
and who follow more closely th,.n ot-hers the advice and 
recommendat.ions made them, in ordt�r to increase a Chris-
tian spirit within themselves, to Jive a life of piety, and to / underta.kP the practices of the Apostolate." ·· The l\fanual/ 
for a Member of the Confra.ternit.y," edited by t-he Archcon­
fraternity of the Most Holy Infant, .Jesns, points out thus 
tJ1e ve.ry first. end to attain in the roufraternity: '· The 
sanctification of his comra.cles by the apostolato of good 
example and by 11acrifice volnnt,a.rily accepted, and even 
by the direct apost,olate every tinw a favol'able occasion 
presents itself. " 

In the collection of our instructive ancl administrative 
circulars we wish to point out numbers 197 and 257. Thert'in 

I 
... 

' ' 

. . 



22 cmcur,AH NO. 297 

our Superior Geneni,ls invite us to intensify the. active 
apostolate in om· school confraternities. Here are. a few 
s110rt passages: The apostolic spirit is the distinctive mark of 
fervent sodalists: it is proper that thfa spirit be created, 
sustained antl developed by fnrnishing occasions for it to 
be exercised. Therl'. are two sources for its nourishment: 
first, profound convict.ions, and then a practical initiati:ve 
linked with experience ... " (Circular No. 197, January 6, 1915, 
on t.he .Apostolate of thP. ReUgio-,1s E(lucato-r). " What is 
understood by qualit,y in speaking of a soda.list is the sum 
of his ·piet,y and of his inflnl:'-nce." (Too often we t.ake 
account of the fin:1t, only). 

'' The owlinary apostolate of the soda.list, should consist 
in raising the level of what we !l,re accustomed t-0 call the 
spirit, of environment . . .  " " Invite the pupils, for example, 
to stucly some religious subject in the form of a discussion 
among themselves, or propose some generous tl1eory or 
idea for them to defend." " .Action among their fellows, 
or the spirit of conquest, is essential to the Confraternity. 
Tlie. boy is really a member of the Confraternity only in 
so fa1· as he. enters upon the A.postolate ... " (Circular, 257. 
Ma? 15, 1927, on Oonfrate1•n'it·ies iii 01w Schools). ,. 

The Confraternit,y director who wishes to give au active 
apostolic bent to his group should take inspiration from 
the. books of om Societ,y, from the circulars of our Superiors 
and from the biographies of our Brot,hers who have exer­
cised a profound and fruitful influence. .And if already he 
bas had experience in training the young he will appreciate. 
the following aclvice, to be found in the Chronicle of the 
Brothers of Christian Instruction of Ploermel: 

" First of all let us look about to discover who the boys 
are who have an influence over their fellows, those to whom 
all the ot.Jlers seem to turn, as by instinct., wl1en it is a 
quest.ion of organizing games or giving word what to do. 
Let. us not too easily reje-ct such leaders who seem to 
leave sometJiing to be clesirecl in their concluct. If they 

• 
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1\l'e talented we should have every hope of gaining them 
to tlie Cause of Christ, if even in a little we can manage to 
}>l'esent that Cause to them from the 1>oint of view of its 
being lovable and of a nature to stir generous hearts. If 
they are not the b(.>st, it is only too often because, lik(' 
the workmen of the Gospel, ' nobody has hired the.ro, ' 
nobody has tak"en'possession of t,heir energy with a view 
to turning it to a grand and noble cause." 

There should be a small gronp of these leaders. " It is 
absolutely necessary to begin, not witl1 greM, numbers," 
w1·ites His Holiness Pope Prus XI in his let.ter to the epis­
co1>ate of Brazil, " but with small groupR well prepare.cl, 
which will act like an evangelical le-a.ven for transforming 
thl-' main bod�,. ·· 

The ConfrMernit .y, made up of this small but energ(.>tic 
:\n<l pious group, will lead its members towards a twofold 
goal: to conquer self for Christ by a pur(.> and generous life, 
und to bring to the sam(.> Christ one's fellows, family and 
ennronment. Thus fua�,n up and clirt>c.t,ed, the confra­
ternitr will e.�tablish and maintain t,he 1·eign of Christ in 
the school. Is not that the purpose or tli(.> Christian Schools 
1.-Hablished by Saint JOHN BAPTIST DF. LA SALLE1 

1Iay this nursery of apostles prodUCP nwnerous voca­
tions ah'eady disciplined. There lies tbe necessary reward 
for this work, which at cel'tain IUOlllents appe.ars ungrateful 
euough. But how comforting this work can be at other 
moments when the religious educator :finds in the chivalry 
and enterprise of his boys, a real stimulus for his own zeal 
an� for his own sancti1katiou. 

Wllat has ju.�t been said concerns the junior schools and 
should serve as an approach to a better understanding of 
Catholic Action and to a more complete utilization of the 
methocls used in th(.> wo1·k of educat-ion. But why should 

o we hesitate to make use of some of the methods and devices 
of the Catholic Stucl<-'nt Youth which we are about to discuss, 
pl'Ovided that the age, and the spirit of initiative and gen­
erosity of the Confraternit,y !encl themselves theretoY 
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And let it be known once fo1• all that what is going to b� 
said under the heading Catholic St1ulent Youth is to be under­
stood also of many other specialized movements. Their 
activity varies according to how tliey are recruited, i�S 
would seem natural: but theil' activity derive.a from a com­
mon inspiration and a universal ideal expressed by the­
motto: Proud, pure, jO'yo'U8 an.cl con'711eri.ng! 

2 - Prepomtiou Ior ('utholic Action in Collr;i,s 1111d In Seconchlry 
Schools 

In college Catholic Action adopts the specia.lizecl form 
called " Christian Student Youth " or the J. E. C., Jeunesse 
Etndiant-e Chretienne, as it is rendered in the French tongue. 
Inasmuch as it is a grouping ,vitllin Cat,holic Action it con­
forms to the pontifical declaration " an organiza�on of t,be 
laity formed in the school or for the school. " Tllis organ­
ization is to have a metl10cl ancl co11stitntion like those 
of " Christian Student Youth." 

Tho Methods of Christian Stucle-nt Yo·uth.-By school 
we mean the period of education; but it frequently ha.p­
pens on the one hand that th(', teacher is so burdened by 
a multiplicity of demands which should not properly come 
within his sphere that h('I cannot adequately exercise 
his role of educator; on the other hand the period which we 
call school life does no� appear to the growing boy as any­
thing like real life; his responsibility wit-hin that life is vny 
nearly non-existent, and in consequence J1e is driven fre­
quently to pJay a part which is a.ltogether passive. 

The question is, How can we remove tl1e boy from the 
conventionality of school life in order to enable llim to 
lead a life actively personan Catholic Action in its specil\l • 
aspect of Christian Student Yo,1th would lift the boy into 
a life which is ve.ry near to the life of general societ.y, int.o 
one wliich would utilize his need fo1· activity and whic:11, • r 



wl1ile. initiat.iug bjm into a.u act11al a,postola,t,e wW1in the 
limits of his em'ironment, would JJrepart- Jwu for a futm·� 
apostofate as a soldier of Jesus Christ. 

Even "ithin Catlrnlic Colleges t-he Christian Student 
Youth movement has an environment.al action to accom­
plish. There is not to be found there as in t.lle so - called 
neutral schuol a pagan atmosphere to penetrate; but there 
is a spirit of apathy that mnst be rou.secl up, a spirit some­
what worldly to coHquer. Ohrist.ian St-uclent Youth will 
look to training ra.pn.ble aggressors for reforming, for improv­
ing the life of the school while at the same time they a.re 
preparing t,hemselves for an apostola.te i.J.1 the near future. 

The Christian Student Youth method seeks !to realize 
a program which is at once religious, intellec.tual ancl social. 

(t) The religious J)rogra.m aims at imparting an intense 
int{'rior life through the reception of the sacraments, and 
by prayer and reading, and by medit.ation ancl instructions 
on religious themes t.l1at have to clo with the apostola.te 
whfoh every Christian is called upon to fulfil. 

b) The intellectual program consists in the studr of 
pontifical pronouncements, of the social doctrine of tlle 
Church, of the social problems of the loc.alit,y, t-ht'I whole 
arranged according to the age ancl the tra.ining of the pupils. 

c) The technica.l program consist,s ill organizing with 
a view to tht' aposto1ate within t,he. sc,bool milieu, in getting 
to know this milieu, its desi.J.-es ancl its enthusiasms, its 
false ideas and the dangers which threaten it. the com-
1-ades that should be hf'.lped, the allott.ing of places of re­
sponsibility, the pooling of pernonal ex1Jericnces that i>n<led 
with success or lac.Ii: of success. 

Later on the milit.ant apostle is to help bring ba.C'k his 
brot,hers to be Clu·istilllnS once more: but- meanwhile he 
exert.s an influence in t.hc school. whic.h is  for l1im the 
novitiate of t-rne Catholic Action. This l\'ork is not the 
wo1·k of an indepenclent soldiel'; a membe1· of the Christ.ian 
Student Youth proceeds in eollabol'fltio1i idth his fel/ol(•s. 
�nythin_g like isolation in t.he a.postolate is for him a hin-
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clrance, indeed almost a clanger. .A. necessary corollary to 
this is the prime importance that, the religious educator 
should attach t-0 the meet,ings of his zealous apost,les. 

There is a definit,e manner of holding the. meetings of t-he 
members of Christian Student Youth. These meetings 
begin with a vigorous protestation of fidelity to Chri.,�t and 
to the Church. Ther� follows a short commentary on t,lw 
Gospels, after which a paper is read containing data col­
lected ancl derived by collective enquiry. There is a cliscus­
sion o .f the work of the group, wherein each one questions 
and speat,s without constraint; t,hcre is a stud,v of the fuct.s 
and incidents of scl1ool life which seem t.o dema.nd a typical 
Christian Student Youth reaction. They t.ry to se(' the 
background of school life in it,s entiret-y anrl t,be various 
inthwnces that, come int-0 play. It is judgment first and 
then action. 

It cloesn ·t i"nffic·e merely to have ohservN'l. It is ad­
clitionally necessary to make. a sound judgment upon the 
facts. It is just here that, the action of the director begins; 
he pointR out certain revisions that are desirable, be.cause 
he knows t,hat the young men are at times exposed to make 
mistakes; he indicates how t-0 judge and plan in terms of 
the supernatural; he makes clear the road to travel and 
suggests h1easures t,hat. are oppo1't.une. But he avoids 
imposing a solution or employing method.a of autI1ority 
when he knows that the enthusiasm sboulrl come from 
wit,hiu the group. It is solely in a mutual manner that the 
souls of the young men can give clarit-y t-0 one another and 
cause one anot}1er to be set afire with zeal: they are like 
torclws that are lighted by catching fire from one another. 

Here is a, description of a meet,ing of t-he Christ,ian 
Student Youth taken from life., and to be fo1mcl in the 
"Books of Religio11-� <md Social Act·i<m:" 

" The young men are treating the question of purity. 
That would seem to be a question of interest to the indi-
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victual only. But. these young mE-n are members of Chris­
tfa,n Student Youth and become eager for the improve­
ment of the general welfare. Eagemesr; is intensified and 
dominates the common work of prayer ai1el reflection. The 
question for them is, not sole]�, how to be pme, but also 
how to st,reugthen purity among oth\lrR. The priest direct­
ing the meeting qiitckly perceives that; these young apos­
tll-'S are not merely in Ute act of cliscoYering tbe w,ique 
manner of being pure, but he ii,Jso discovers 1,hat their eyes 
;-ire lighting up with t.he brilliance of a victory which no 
puritr deriving from fear or from the t,hrt>a.t of ti>mptatiou 
wonkl seem able to give. Indeed t.hese young men are 
building up their purity with t.he unique material solid 
t'IIOUgb to be permanmt; the�- build t.heir 1mrit-�, out o-E 
clw,rit-y. 

This Christian St.mlent Youth a�sembly studies in Mm­
mon the social cloct,rine of the Church. This int.ellect1.rn.l 
collaboration bring� in material for making public confer­
ences which later on can be p:iv1•n for tlw entire personnel 
of the school. 1t was thus t,ha-t every week of the month 
of December, 1936, t,he eommittee for Catholic Action in 
onC' of our large schools gave a reading of a paper treating 
of Communism, th<> them<:> having been 1>roposed by the 
C'ent.ral Com.mittPe for the various activities of Cat,holic \... 
Art-ion. The11e pn.pers dealt with tl1i:, following: Decem­
ber 1st, " The historJ' of Communism ; " December 8th 
" The. naturt> of Communism; " December 15t.l1, " The 
11.<'tivity of Communism at th<:> ,present time: '" Decem­
be1· 22nd, " The struggle against Communism. " 

According to tlle eircumstanees and tht- neighborhood 
wherein it fa developing Christian Student Youth comes 
1uto contact with the real life of society by means of organ­
iied t,rips in small groups, to some industrial town, to the 
neigllborhood maybe of seamen, to a, fa,ctorr, 01· to a 110spital 
where one can obse1·ve the life of workmen ancl become. 
infor�ed by means of eonwrsation of tlleir net>Cls, tlistress-
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es, miseries, and even of revengeful attitudes. Om young 
men look about, learn, judge a,nrl later in the stu<ly group 
they determine or tl1ey realize how }lrf'judices can be broken 
down by an hour or two of conta.ct with the souls of t.lle 
humble and the poor. 

Two means of activjty render the work of the Christia,u 
Student Youtl1 group more practical and consequently more 
fruitful: these are the Joiirnal and the Enqidry. The Jou.r,wl 
is a small periodical gotten u11 by the members of t,l1e 
Christian Student Yont-11. Tts articles are generally short, 
always lively an.cl alert, modern in t,heir prcsent.a,tion and 
tonchi.11g on all snbject.s capable of interesting the group: 
there are instances of t,he Apo�tola.te, approprfat,e refloo­
tions, c.itations from readings, reports on books or on film�, 
and sununarics of methods or instructions which are ob­
tained from simila,r groups worthy of imit-a.tion. 

The Jou.rn<il is not indispensable for the Christian St-n­
clent Youth group, but the Enqu:i:1-y really is. The Enq'U.i.ry 
is a pivotal thing for canying on the work of the gronp. 

/ Abbe Klein qualifies the Eng11,i1-y as the intellectual. cent,"'r 
of the life of Christ-ian St,udent Youth. The Enqi,.iry gives 
t.be aggressive. apot!tle the knowledge of hi� environment,. 
But how shall the E1u111,ir-y be conducted in a sme and prof­
it-able mannerf In orde.r to avoid a Rcatt,ering of effort. 
and to he.lp gat,her together the grea,test number of facts 
on concrete subjects, a questionnaire is drawn up, a copy 
of which is put, into the hands of all the members; each one 
of them for one or more wef'ks loob about him, gleans 
pointers that are useful, questions comrades, and provokes 
e.xchanges of point of view; tl1en he presents hfa report 
to the group. The resnlt.s of this inquiry are studied in 
common, whereupon a paper is written, the conclusions 
of which serve as new pointers for the work of the apostolat.e 
of the Christian Student Youth. 

The inquiJ:y constitute.s one of t.he very best instruments 
for forming the mind anfl spirit of young me.n. For exam-

.. 
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ple, here are the subjects treated in seven suc.cessive in­
quiries made in the Christian Student Youth group of a sec­
ondary school: making friends M school, reading, the long 
vacation, the eonscienee of ii, student, the employment of 
leisure tin1e, the future of the student, the daily pap"r. 
The Enqniry whic_h_.b.ad for object the conseienee of the 
schoolboy embracecl t,he four points of view that follow: 
conscience, in respect to the work of the school; conscience 
in the matt.er of fr11.n lmess mid opennes�; conscience in 
regard to the goods of others; cousciPnee in the duties of 
clrn,rit.y. Each of these subclivisious, accompanied by fivp 
or six questions, enlightens tlle enquirer by having him 
conce.ntrate his observations upon some in1portant and 
practical points. 

Numerous outlines for enquiries are to be found, two of 
them being: Ou.r First Enqwi1·ie11 and Kew Gmsades for the 
Catholic Working r011th, the fom1er printecl privately at 
Paris and t11e latter publishecl by Abb� KLEIN in the same 
city; two Q>thers are: Tmrai-lleJ1foiste, and the Ga,tholio St1ulent 
l"outh, both being intended for the Catholic St.uclent Youth, 
the first print,ed in Paris and the second in Montreal. 

When the long vacat.ion from school finally comes round, 
it is prepared for in the lasf- meetings of the Cluistian 
Student Youth; each apostle draws up his program of Chris­
tian life, his plan of apostolate within the. family and within 
the neighborhood he is going to live in. As far as it is 
possible to have it done, a fervent. end-of-the-year retreat / 
fortifies the will of the youth, :mpernaturalizes his purpose 
ancl rekindles his youthful ardor. The president of the 
group assigns the various ti1>Rks, foresees the. notable dates , 
and itineraries with a view t-o causing circular le-tters to 
l'each all the members of the group, letters bringing to 
the dispersed apostles news of their fellow members and of 
'incidents pert�pting to the common apostolate. 

Here let us swnmarize the work of Catholic Action in. 
the school: its purpose is briefly to cause Christ to reign 
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within the school e11viromnent through the activit.ie� of 
the . members of t,he Christia,ll Student. Youth, who are t-o 
conquer themselveii in Christ, and to undertake to conqut•r 
thus their comrades. The Christian Stuclent Youth is t-ben 
a veritably live school of apostolic education, having it-s 
center of interest cleriving from the supernatnral life li,e<l 
and communicated. Can there be a bet,tn school of per­
fection! 

Before going farthPr, a question proposes itself: Should 
the Catholic Student Youth group a,bsorb the Confraternity 
of t.he Most Blessed Virgin, or might-these two works co­
exist in the same schooll That is a question that will 
receive a different �olut,ion in rrgarcl _to times and pla,ce.s. 
The official organ of the Marian Confratemities in May of 
1932 Ullderstoocl the coexistenee of the two groups in one 
and the same house. That this is normal is certain from 
thf', counsel that the Holy Father gave, to t,he Third Orders 
and the Confraterniti<>S in his letter of February 14, Hl3-i. 
He said then; 

" There is no fear that Catholic Aetion will absorb or 
even weaken the. worth-while religious associations whic-h 
alreacly are bringing the youth of both sexes into group;;. 
On the contrary, these. ve.nerable iustitut.iom, by their work­
ing at least partially towards the same encl as Catholic 
Action, which is the establishment of the reign of Christ 
in souls, are to be eounted among the most precious of Ca.t-h­
olic Action, with which they will ma.intain themselves always 
in a l1armonious and brotherly colhtboration. " 

For many of t-he seliools and boarding schools the Chris­
tian Student Yout.h is a new tiring which must necessarily 
pass t.11rough a period of adaptation and feeling the way. 
There will be surprises a,ncl }lrojects more or less hap1)Y in 
theil' results. I11 this matter as in others is it not experi­
ence that becomes the fruit of om disillusionments� Tl1e 
organizer will want to proceed wit-11 caution, t-0 u,�e patience, 
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ancl to avoid what Saint VINCENT DE PAUL terms suggt>St­
ively', treading upon the domain of Providence. One pitfall 
is precipitation, the temptation of immecliat;ism. 

His Holiness Pope. Prns XI in a discourse 1n·onounced 
on August 21, 1931, caut,ions generous souls against t-he 
" be,aut-iful and holy temptation ., of impatience, which gives 
us the aspect of d�siring t,o be a little ahea.d of the Lord. 
The Holy Fathet' recommends that, we proceed slowly and ,J 
he cautions us not, to desire t,o do everything at. a single 
stroke; 'fir!lt of all, a good srlection must be made; and 
secondly a good training has t,o be giwn in order la,te1· to 
be able to proceclecl with patience, prud1•nce and persew.­
rance. 

The Coustltntion or the Chl'istlnu Stmlent Youth (,roup 

The true Christian Student Youth group t,enclR to form 
itself according to the definition of the Holy Father: it is 
the varticipation of t-he organized laity- in t,Jw hierarchical 
a110stolate of the Church. 

Its const-itut.ion then depends upon the norms laid down 
by the ecclesiastical hierarchy, t.lrn.t is to say, b? the ()rcli­
nary. Consequently, the organization of a section of the 
Christian Student Yontl1 will find itself in one or other of 
these sit,uat,ions: 

Eithe1· t,he cliocesan Catholic Act.ion is still in its early 
stages of development ,1,nd not.hing ha.s been legislated c·on­
ceming the eff Pct.ive cooperation that scholastfo act-iYities 
should be bringing to it; 

Or the diocesan Catholic Action has incorporated a 
certain number of Catholic Stu<lent Youth groups which 
co�e under a ruling made by a General Commit.tee of t,he 
Cat,holic Student Yont.ll. 

1n the first case a t,honghtful ecluca,t,or, a,uticipating the 
episcopal decisions will introduce the Catholic Student 
Youth method in the militant, Christian t.raining- that 
he must give to the members of the group. Such groups 
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are, however, not truly groups within Catholic Action, since 
a real participation in the hierarchical apostolate does not. 
exist: bnt the spirit and the methods adopted pe1-mit the 
groups to be considered nuclei, that we might c.all pre-Chris-

. tian Studeut Yout.h groups. Two mouogra1)lL� that we 
have added by way of appendices to the presimt paper wiU 
furnish an idea of what can be realized bot,h ill a provincial 
school and in a large boarding sehool. Under date of Sep­
tember 15, 1935, the Books of ReUgfo11.s and Socia,/, Action 
1mblisherl a docmnt>nt,ed art,:cle cm this same quest.ion . 

Wben the ecclesiast.ical hierarchy has made an appeal 
to Christian educat,ors by inviting them to form witl1in 
their school environment-s some Catholic St,udent Youth 
groups which will be> affiliated to the General Committee of 
Ca,tholic Action, the program to follow is as follows: The 
groups which answer this call organize themselves ·according 
to the episcopal norms and bring their methods into line 
,Tith the direction benevole.ntly given by the Genera.I Com­
mittee. They then become true groups of the Christian 
Student Youth. Here is a general view of the organiza­
tion of Chri.�tia.n Student Youth such as it functions within 

· a certain European natfon wherein a.re several huuclrecls of 
schools direct.eel by our Brothers. 

a,) fJtritc,iwre - The General Conunitt-t>e of the Chris­
tirm Student Youth named by ecclesiasti(lal authority is 
composed of a chaplain, of a president and a secretary. A 
Jesuit father, a secular priest and a . Brother of the Christian 
Sd100Js form the official council of the General Committee. 
Th<=' country is cliviclecl mto " federations " and each fed­
eration comprises a certain number of sections, each section 
functfoning in some school or college. 

b) VUal organ-i,zation. - The student, according to age, 
passes through successive periods: on probatfon, a mem­
ber of Catholic Student Youth, and Militant Member of 
Catholic Student Youth. The student on probation, or the 
<�p·irant as he ean be called, must be fomteen years of age 
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ancl for the. first four mouths or so be should be int-roduced 
by his elders to the doctrine and methods of Catholic Action . 
.A true member of Catholic Student Youl;h is one who has 

1 passed successfully au examination upon the content of the 
course he followed while a member on·probation. Finally, 
those who are the most awlent, the members in whom remark­
able qualities of leadership have been found, are permitted 
to pronounce the consecration peculiar to the miUtant 
me-m.ber. The. training of the members of the section takes 
place in the wce.k.ly mee.tings, whose program is determined 
br the General Commit.tee. Thi8 latt,er sends its inspectors 
or representatives occasionally to assure itBelf of the group's 
goocl discipline. 

The section itself possesses its own committee1 composed 
-of a spiritual director (priest or religious), a president, a 
stcretary and a treasurer. It is in the committee that all 
the activities of the section take their start. In order to 
rtaeh and to stir up the ge.neral mass of boys, the group 
organizes services as it jurlges useful, taking into consid­
rration t.he environment in whioh it has to work; there a.re, 
for example, the sport-supplying or scout service, the 
missionary service., the literary service and the service for 
regulating closecl retreats for vohmtary catechists. 

The sections possess a periodical, or in t,be absence of 
that, t.hey rea,d ancl propagate the publication,� which come. 
from the Ge11eral Committee. 

Here are concrete examples communicated by a corres­
J)ondent: In one of om schools it is the Catholic Student 
Youth which takes charge of arranging for the celebration 
of the feast of Christ the King. They prepare a statue 
of Christ the King in the principal hall, they maintain about 
it a guard of honor ancl they organize some collective cer-
1:1mony. In another school on the same occasion it is the 
Catholic Student Youth that organizes an entertainment for 
the parish. 

The General Committee having given the order to begin 
3 
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a compaign to promot-e within stude.nt emirorunents tJ1e 
practice of 1·etreats for young men and for obtaining voca­
tions amo�g them, the section of one of oux schools puts t-bis 
program completely into execution. For three yea.rs, 
thanks to t'he activity of the Oatholic Student Youth grou1-1, 
thls school has had a retreat for yom1g men })reached for 
three days by the general chaplain of the Catholic Student 
Youth; then a retreat of equal length for vocations or for 
orientation; finally, a retreat for the. graduating class at 
the end of the year's work . 

.A.gain let us cite another instance of good work elie.cte.d 
by one of our sections, and which has been very much prais­
ed in certain centers of Catholic Action. During t,be 
preceding year the General Committee had set a campaign 
in motion for the renewal of the Ohristian spirit in families; 
and by way of propaganda and in accordance with the 
purpose of the campa.ign this particular g1·onp gave a 
musk.al and literary soiree upon the theme. This ve1·y 
simple manner of causing the Christian idea to penetrate 
the general mass was very much applauded by a nmnerous 
public. 

Evidently there must be t-ent-ative steps, trials more 01· 
less hap-py in results; the essent.ia,l is not so much to .�uc­
ceed from the beginning as to work with the purpose of 
making la.nclmarks, creat,ing traditions ancl habituating 
the growing boy to a more r<>al and effective apostola.tt>, 
which he should undertake u1>on leaving scliool. 

3 - Catholic Action nnd its Pre1>nrntlo11 in Po$t-School Actlvitic� 

7 An a1my of .141,458 soldiers; such is t-he imposing corps 
that post-school undertakings a.re put,ting at the dispo�a.l 
of the hierarchical apostolate. (From st.atistics of the 
31st of December, 1936). What a powerful leaven t-his 
would be for 0hristian people if all these seeds spread through­
out sixty nations by the hand of the Divine Sower should 
develop and produoe fruit. This efficacious cooper-J.• 
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tion that our former pupils are bringing to t,be world wide 
movement of Catholic Action will canse om post-school 
army to be a " holy militia always ready to fight for the 
triumph of the King of Peace and for the eonsolidation and 
extension of His reign upon the earth.  " (Pope Pros XI, 
1926). 

Let us then give a Catholic Action training in all our 
post-school activities. We shall speak fh'st of activities 
called .Acti·vities of pei·severa-nce. From the beginning, but 
especially during the past seventy years, our Brot.b.ers have 
been persuaded that the Christian School does nothing 
more than begin the work of religious education, which 
should be extended by those. activities of perseverance 
calculated to sustain the young man in critical periods and 
help him until the time for marriage. 

Consequently we. witness that very varied ancl consoling 
flowering of post-school activities which 1mcle-r various names. 
adapt themselves to the conditions of t-he environment and 
tighten the bonds of a cordial affection between the yonng 
men': ancl their .Alma Mater, strengthen their convict.ions, 
and make easier for them the fulfilment of religious clnties 
by introducing them to the work of the apostolate. 

The cnstoma.ry works of pe.rseverance we.TI conducted are 
not a.Ji.en to the movement of Catholic Action. But beeause 
of that are they Catholic Action, as some believe them to. 
beY The answer is NO. 

The work of perseverance takes the. young man from. bis 
environment a.nit introcluces him int;o a group where hi.a 
perseverance is assured. It differs then essentially from 
the movement of Catholic Action, wbieh leaves the indi­
vidual in bis customary environment and gives him in this 
very environment, through spec.ializecl arrangements, the 
means of protection required for perseverance. 

" The work of perseverance is like a hothouse which 
safeguards; on the other hand Catholic Action is really a 
conquest and a rechristianization of the world m terms of 
the gospel. It is that world that Catholic Action acts 
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upon, which it desires to conquer. It is not simply some 
young men, nor is it man taken at some special hour of his 
life; it is not even man taken in the abstract that Catholic 
.Action is seeking to work on. It deals with this particular 
man in this condition, in this or that family, in such and such 
.a profession, with no matter what resources or blemishes 
lie derives from heredity; it is really this man with all the 
facilities .a,nd all the difficulties of his very entourage. We 
understand perfectly well the formidable influence of en­
vironment, an inlhrnnce that has grown, because of the fact 
that modern life mixes human beings more and more, con­
nects ·them one with anot,her more and more. Stence it is 
truly there that Catholic Action aims at attaining to the 
individual. " (Mgr. GoNON). 

Must we then abandon the works of perseverance as a 
conception out of date'? Or does there exist a kind of for­
mula of transition or of conciliation between these two forms 
of the apostolateY Yes, such a fo1mula does exist. The 
work of perseve1·ance a.ncl the work of Catholic Action, a.re 
both necessary, although they correspond to necessities 
quite different in kind. The young Christian adolescent may 
have membership at one and the same time in a work of 
perseverance and in a work of some specialized movement: 
collaboration between the two organisms appears altogether 
normal. 

However, a. delicate question arises: Can an individual be 
at one and the same time a. directing force in a :work of 
perseverance and a leader too in some specialized movement! 
All the evidence seems to indicate that it is very difficult 
to conduct the two activities simultaneously; so, in many 
cases it would be prudent t.o make a leader free, not so 
much from the work of persevera.nce itself, as from the 
absorbing activities of that work_ Such a leader would 
render his activity in Catholic Action more fruitful. It 
should be noted that in the work of rechristianizat-ion ex­
tolled by the Sovereign Pontiff, a Society for Perseverance 
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should not endeavor to absorb the entfre energy of young 
Christians. 

The director of any work having to do with youth should 
consequently educate his young men in that spirit of con­
quest which is peculiarly the spirit of Catholic .Action. He 
must care:fully guard against allowing the group to degener­
ate into a simple athletic, or travel, or clra.matic society or 
even into some sort of well-disposed club whose activities 
would amount to the recreation of the dni,wing room or the 
gymnasium or the social club. Then he should possess suf­
ficient disinterestedness and enlightened z.eal t.o tmn those 
young men in whom he recognizes special qualities of leader· 
ship towards some specialized movements. The disinter­
estedness that we recommend here will be amply rewarded 
by the more militant spirit that the young men will bring 
to their work. 

Moreover, this line · of conduct was la.id down by His 
Eminence, Cardinal PACELLI, in his letter to religious supe­
riors, June 4, 1936; " The Holy Father requests that the 
pious associations that depend upon religious be st.imulated 
to give their providential cooperation to Catholic Action 
by directing and moving towards it their own members; 
this applies particularly to such Institutions and Congrega­
tions that bring youth together with a vie-w to maintaining 
the fruit.'! of a Christian education." 

Volm1teer catechists is another post-sehool activity that 
shoold be studied in connection with Cat,holic Action. 

The form of the apostolate for t-he time of school and 
for the time after school which corresponds best to pontifical 
recommendations is t-he organizing among pupils and former 
pupils groups of volunteer catecl1fats. This apostolate is 
sometimes painful, above all when it is exercised in the 
midst of a very poor people who are clevoid of the elementary 
notions of hygiene and polit.eness; but experience teaches 
that tbe young men who accept this work of mercy draw 
from it along wit,h a practical understanding of the miseries 
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of t.he people, a special grace to persevere .in Christian practi­
ces, which their classmates do not receive in the same degree. 

Moreover, a catechist's heart opens naturally to gen­
erosity ancl after having sacrificed some hours of his free 
time, the young apostle finds himself using some of llis 
own pocket mont-y to provide the pupils he teaches with 
rosaries or medals, or pamphlets; a veritable spiritual union 
is established between the t.eache.r and his audience. One 
is sometimes astonished at, the authority that these youthful 
souls can exercise over the c.hildren of the pe.ople, who too 
often a1:e imbued with social iirejudices. 

In the absence of instrnetive and administrative circulars 
giving direct.ions for the const,itut,ion ancl the functioning 
of groups of volunteer catechists we already possess several 
monographs t-0 be found in the collection of the issues of 
the Bulletin des Eooles Ohretiennes. The volunteer catechists 
of Lyons and of Rheims are described in the volumes for 
1907 and 1909. The catechet.ical works of the Brothers 
Of Cuba are founcl referred to in t,he volume for 1926; the 
Cat,holic Association of Cncata, 1935; the work of the cate­
chists of Turin, or the " Union of the Catechists of Jesus 
Crucified and of Mary Immaculate," 1936. It is t.hat, lat,ter 
confraternity (a truly religious family bound by vows) that 
has merited letters of affiliation t-0 our Institute, and that 
can be p1·esentecl as a model of it.'> ltincl. We have equally 
some pages devoted t-0 instructions for groups of volunteer 
catechists in a brochure entitled "The Works of Perseve­
rance Within the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools." (Paris, 1907). 

Our groups of volunteer catechists may solicit affilia­
tion eithel' with our Union of Gateohi.�ts, whose center is at 
Turin, 14 via delle Rosine, .or to the Arohconf-raternifly of' the 
Wo1'ks of Gatechistn, 19, rue cie Varenne, Paris. 

It is not part of the purpose of this study to expound 
the functioning of these catechistic works. Let us, however, 
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remark that experiments can be made within tbP school 
itdelf to the great advantage of the audience ancl of tlte 
generous teachers. Here are a few lines wi·itten on this 
subject at the outset of the present year by oue of om · 
Brothers who is a zealous Director of a, group of Catholic 
Student Youth: " On t,he 20th of January there will be a 
catechism given before the whole house. The catechists 
will be t\vo or three pupils of t,he graduating class, who 
ac·cot·ding to ttn·n will make use of projection pictures, 
hope thus t,o see our older boys become more ancl more 
enthusiastic for the Gospel and for Our Lord and prepare. 
tht>mselves all the more fortl1eirrole of volunteerca.t.Pchist,s." 

Maybe one will object that this is asking mueh of youth. 
The soul of a, young; ma,11 contains tre.asures of activity, 
which ·Holy Baptism and Confirmation have put there 
powerfully, treasures of Christian zeal that a wise eclucator 
C.lll judiciously use to a.dvantage in helping the bapt.ized m· 
going to the vet'f end markecl out, by Baptismal grace. 
Let us recall to our pupils, especfa,lly to our young men 
that there are sins of omission; and that when it, is question 
of certain hours of great famine or of grnat clarkness it is 
not.bing short of a crime to keep onl? for oneself one's light 
and one's bread. 

Yes, let us a$k om pupils and 01u· former pu1>ils to sac­
rifiN' their leisure, to make a gift of themselves to some 
work, to some form of the apostolate. ·• It is an astonishing 
thing,·• wi·ote a very- experienced director of apostolic un­
dertakings, •· that peo1>le fear to ask t-00 much of youth, 
obt-aining therefore nothing; when they ask for mncb they 
a-lwa.yR receive more than they ask." .Alas! in looking over 
ret.rospectively their a1>ostolic career how many educators 
are t,here not to admit the justice of that judgment and 
confess with one of our Brothers who was nevertheless a 
great director of souls: " I have been lacking in faith! 
There has been in my work too much human prudence, 
t.oo much caution. I was in <lread of appearing to exact 
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too much; I forgot tba.t souls give only in proportion to 
what is asked of them." This was the lament of the la.te 
founder of the undertaking <'.a.lied the Franc-Bourgeois, 
the Most Honorable Brother JOSEPH. 

The groups of volunteer catechists are not the only fo1m 
the work may ta.ke; but these groups in our present-clay 
laicized society constitute an e�cellent type of Catholic 
Action corresponding beautifully to the wishes of the Holy 
Father for the rechristiunizing of the environment. Those 
vigorous workers for Catholic Action, to be had princi­
pally among our former pupils, ma.y adopt ot-her forms of 
the a.postolate that are recognized and reco�mended by 
ecclesiastical authority, such as the Conferences of Saint 
Vincent de Paul, presiding over works of perseverance, 
school groups and Catholic camps. Let us repeat, however, 
t-hat these various forms of the Catholic Apostolate are 
auxiliary to Catholic Action and are not, Catholic Action 
itself. 

Evidently it is our schools, our works of perseverance, 
and our groups of former pupils which should furnish the 
shock-troops for Catholic Action. One of Olli' Brothers 
states with a legitimate pride, " As a matter of fact t,he 
ecclesiastical authorities call upon our former pupils when 
they have need of devoted men. These men present them­
selves throughout the diocese as an elite whose service and 
zeal are drawn npon to a great extent." 

4 - Cnthollc Action iu the Professlo1111l Training nnd iu the Life <1t 
n Brothe1· of the Chrlstinn School< 

From 1930 on, the Holy See bas been affirming that ·' a 
knowledge of Catholic .Action ia indispensable to anybody 
occupying himself with the training of Christian youth." 
Numerous documents emanating from the Holy See have 
served to remind us of that necessity. One of the most 
recent is a letter that His Emine.nce 0a.rdinal P .A.CELLI 

' 
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aclch-essed on June 4, 1936, to aJl religious superiors. " We 
should now expect to see, in obedience to the counsels of 
the Sovereign Pontiff, speciaJ. courses organized for reli­
gious in what concerns these new obligations, so that 
through preaching and the very many other works of zeal 
of religious, the faithful may be trained to the apostolate 
of Catholic Action." 

The aspirants to our society sl1ould enter into contact 
witJ1 Cati10lic Action from the time of the ,Tunior Novitiate, 
at least in a theoret.ical manner . .  The Manual of"Catechism 
that shall be. put into the hands of the 'Junior Novice or 
of the young religious should contain explanations concern­
ing t,Ju:nuatter of Catholic Action, either in that · chapter 
of Dogma wllich t,reats of the ninth article of the Symbol, 
I believe in the Holy Catholic Ohiwoh, or in the chapter on 
Worship which treats of Connrmation, the sacrament of 
the militant member of Catholic Action. Temporarily we 
could have a page printed presenting ten or twelve ques­
tions on this topic. ·This page could be pasted in the 
manner of an appendix in the volume on Dogma. 

In community the Brother Director should cause Catholic 
Action t-0 be understood by having cert.ain 1mblications 
coming from the committees of Catholic Action, or the man­
dates of Bishops on this topic, 1·ead in the refectory. He will 
interest his Brot,hers in the activities, the enterprises and 
the various results characterising the specialized groups 
which have to do with school or with post-school work. It 
is desirable, for example, that at the regular retreat the 
Brother Visitor take counsel with the Brothers Directors on 
the measures to be taken to intensify the Catholic movement 
in all om· schools. 

Frequently ecclesiasticaJ. authorities ask tJie Directors 
qf our schools to give the use of a hall to accommodate 
some center of Catholic Action; or a general committee 
may beg hospitality of the Director of a boarding-school 
for several days in order to facilitate seminars of the Cat,holic 
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Stuclent Youth, or for the delegates to a congress of. Catholic 
Action. Not only will the intelligent Brother Director 
gJ:aciously acquiesce to these appeals, but he will make 
use of the occasion to have his community assist at the 
principal meetings. Our Brothers could thus introduce 
themselves more completely to the methods and specializa­
tions and accomplishments of the regional Catholic Action; 
and they would thus be better prepared to carry on Cat,holic 
Action in the school. 

We have attempted t-0 point out· the main ideas con­
cerning the duties of our Brothers in regard to Catholic 
Action, so dear to the Head of the Church. Bnt let us not 
forget action is fa.tecl to be sterile if it is riot quickenecl by 
prayer and sacrifice. (Nisi Dominus a,ed1-fioove1°it dom'llmi, in . 
vanu111, la.boraverunt qui aeclifi.cant eam,. Ps. CXXVII)• 
This duty bincls all. It is the only one that can easily be 
carried out by our respected old Brothers an.cl by Brot,hers 
ha.'ring charge of t.e.mporal matters. Prayer and sacrifice 
should be the ·means to enable these Brothers to conform 
to the repeated desires of the Holy Father: " It is abso­
lutely necessary," he says in a letter to 0ardinal SEGURA 
(1929), " that everybody be an apostle during this, our 
e,i)och. " " Catholic Action, " he writes to Card. BERTRAM, 
Archbishop of Breslau (1928), " should be a universal, coor­
dinated action on the part of all Catholics regarcUess of 
age. " 

" In proceeding along this path all the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools will ca.use their disciples to become pa.rt 
of the structure of the Church. They will be thus true 
children of the saint who founded their Congregation, " for 
the preservation of youth in the way of Salvation. " (Col­
lect. of the Mass of St. John Baptist de la. Salle). 

• 
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SUGGESTIONS 

It would seem that the question of Catholic Action, such 
as the present paper has been regarding it, permits us to 
m11.ke a few suggestions, some of which have to do directly 
with our apostoiate, the others having to do with our interior 
activity as a religious institute. 

A) fJuggestions h<wing to do with 011,r Apostolate 

1. We should tend to make our groups of pious youth 
more and more energetic by the practice of the apostolate of 
ec1ual to equal, by the spirit of conquering for the love of 
G-od: within the school, the family and the social milieut 
ancl by encouraging the training of catechists. I 

2. We should see to it that our works of perseverance 
in.%ruct their members as t.o the natme, uecessity and 
obligation of Catholic Action as well as the measures to be 
t,aken for putting it into practice. 

3. We should see that the members of om }lost-school 
sodeties be oriented towards the apostolate: an indiviclual 
apoiltolate bringing action to bear upon one's elders, upon 
the family, upon public questions and particula.rly questions 
haYing to do with our schools. Here it should be remarked 
that nothing that touches upon t,he interests of our schools 
should be alien to our former pupils, for has not oul' Holy 
Father declared in his Encyclical on Education: " Every­
thing that the faithful do to promote ancl to defend the 
Catholic School, which is destined t.o take ca.re. of their 
chilcu-en, is a Telig:ions work properly lmderstoocl, a.ucl con­
sequently it be.comes a.u essent-ia-1 clt1:ty for 0at11olic Action." 
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B) Suggestirms ha·IJing to <lo with 01ii- religio11s q,ati1Jity 
as a, ·religious Institute 

1. A leaflet in the ciitechetical form of questions a.nd 
answers, dealing with the topic of Catholir. Action, shoulcl 
be added to our catechisms. 

2. A heading entitled " Catholic .A .ct,ion " should find 
place in our InstJ.tute periodical. Under that t.itle we should 
insert a.n account of the undertakings and successes of 
Catholic Action; there should be smnmaries or citat-ions 
from pontifica.l and episcopal documents. It would be 
proper to have in it reviews of books t,reating of Catholic 
Action, particularly those aspect.� -of Catholic Action that 
apply to the work of eclucat.ion. 

I 
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APPENDICES 

I - 'the C<,tholi<' Si,u<lent r 01itli ·m.oveme11t a,• <iJ>11lierl in, <t, eert<iin 
bo<mli•11,g school oj seco11clctry eclucnlioo 

It was iu l 929 that the Catholic· Stmlent Youth group was 
fouucled a.t the boarding Rchool. pretty mu<'h as it exists today. 
Brothel' Diredor inaugmntecl the work with a view to heighten 
piet�•- to introduce the older boys to 1111 apo$tolat.e having a more 
supernatural background. an<l to promote nume.rous good voc-a­
tions among the pupils. The l)eginning. tnu�- apostolic,., was ve.i·�· 
moclest: three boys of the up1ie1· classe1;. who were moclels of piet�­
!t!lll ha.rel work, constituted themselves into a little soC'iety nlmost 
seC'retly. Some.what in the style. of t.he Gospel m1tst,wcl seecl. 
je,\lon,,;ly closing life within it-self. it t-mnecl out to be a means of 
exciting cmiosity and awakening interest. For somewhat more 
than a yea.r it was to Jiye t-hus, secretly as it, were-. experiencing 
a slow but solid interio1· growth without any clixect action on the­
perplexecl entotu'age. 

But after the retrent a.t t.Ju.• opening of s;C'.hool in October 1931. 
the little group reorganize<l. clee-iclecl to, lift the veil of ser.recy and 
allow itself to be known at the hon.rrling school during a 1mbliC' 
meeting. of course a meeting for re.ligiou,� p1·opagamla where there 
woulcl be no departure from the habitual prOC',eclnre of Catholic 
Sttt<lent Youth meeting;,. No exl>itement was evoked., ancl in 
place of shouting voic6<' there was the. C'alm mea.surecl utte.rauce 
of its presiclent,. They recite<l tl1e Om Fa-the.r. which is the prayer 
of the Catholic St,nclent Youth movement. aml then they acldecl 
the invocations to St. John Baptist cle la Salle ancl to Saint Joa.n 
of Arc, the patrons of the group. Then there wa� an explanation 
of the Gospel, a cliscussion of a question of piety, a. conference; 
everything going forwM·cl without striking iuciclent or confttsion. 

The young c.onferencier excited astonishment by his composure, 
his euga.giug tone ancl his air of convic.tion. After the meeting 
there was an entertainment in the C,,tholic Stuclent Youth style. 
·This 1>la.y which ')Vas a theme play, clifficnlt to represent, but ea.sy 
to understancl, proved bea,utifu.l and affecting. ancl was hailecl as 
n <'-omplete success. This was the nttrnction given the boys of 
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good-will, the recompeuse for thefr generou;,ly sustained attemion. 
Such minds o.s were sympathetic became enthusiastic, those t-bat 
were hostile, or probably better, those thnt were apathetic- ,\ntl 
dreaded and clisparagecl everything that surpasses 01· threa.tens 
them, rid themselves of some of their prejudices, although in a 
few rare instances they remained recakit,rnnt and unmoved. 

However. requeats to be allowed to join were at first hesitating. 
The movement was young and remained, in spite of everything, 
little known. Then t:lte argwnent " acl hominem, " which is 
oharacteriRtic of egoism. suggested ·itselJ. The work began to 
demand a spirit of sacrifice: it requirecl nn hour-of free time every 
$w1day; it required the wTiting of substantial papers ancl ,loc­
uroeutecl l',Ouferenees an<l delivering these beforn a no doubt. good­
natured audience, but an audience not too l1elpful in its critfoi�m 
rmd all that A.long with heM,y clas.s assignments. That progmm 
indeed was something that <licln't give pleasure to a g1·eat numbe.r 
who were more given to appe.aring well and me1·ely following ratl1er 
than c.onquering themsPlves in orcler to live heroically. So the 
militant young men remained a clozeu or so. n number nevertl1ele-.ss 
sufficient, since at the outset it wa$ prima.l'ily a que.stion of get.ting 
together nn elite at once resolute and capable of impx-essing f.he 
general ma.as of pupils by piety, goocl spirit and application. One 
flncls a real pleasure in thumbing the reports of this fl1·st year 
of work. One sees therein as it wei-e, the first totte1·ings of a 
little c.hikl vaguely conscious of its life. of its weaknesses and its 
hidden powers: there were moments of hesitation and error. mal 
the advances and succel!Ses were heightene<l by the seriou;.ues.s 
an(l impatience of the neophyte. 

In Ootoher. 1932. there wns 11. new grand meeting of prop­
n.g1rnda, presided over t4is time l>y the chaplain for the general 
enterprises of the diocese a.ncl 1.>y the presi<lent of the Catl1olic 
Student Youth, ancl this gave, a cleflnit.e conseeratiou to the Joe.al 
group. Here is how its existenct' is org1111ized. The Catholic 
Stmlent Youth at the boiu-ding school eomprises on tl1e one hanu 
,,. presiclent, two vice-presi<lents, ,1 spiritual clirector. I\ trea�urer, 
n.nd a libnwian. that make up the administrat,ion; and on t-he 
other hand active members and nftlliatecl meml>ers. 

To enjoy the benefit of tl1e training of Catholic Student Youth 
the pupil plnces in writing with the Pre.sident at the outset of tl1e 
8Chool year his request for aclmission; foi- the meetings ])�in 
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immediately after the resumption of c,iassN;. The i·eh"eat, at- this 
period arouses serious iclens a.ncl inspires genel'Ous resolutions. 

\ Thooe requests are lookecl into at the seroml session. The Director 
\ gives some points of information in order to cause the votes t,o 

l>e intelligent; then the balloting takes 1>lace. The elite l1eing-
a,nall in number. it is nece.ssary that the Ntndidate ge-t ha.If tJ,e 
votes in order to secure admission. If one fails to lie. aclmittc-cl 
every effort is macle to explain to him tJiat he shoulcl try through 
addecl piety ancl harcl work to merit litter on the honor to whieh 
he is aspiring, 

Any b,1,lloting thn.t occtu-s cluring the. ye.nr is neither less serious 
nor more important. A uondese.ript me.mber or a,n unworthy 
member suffices sometimes to alie.nate some very good canclidates. 
Moreover to vote conscientiously is an exercise o-f serious t-hinking 
and serve� as a preparation for the fulfilment of nn import-ant 
role in later life. The ordinary nie.etings ta-ke place on $atmcln.v 
in the evening, but sometimes the�, are also hel<l n.t miclcla-�" in 
order to teach the Catholic Stu1lent Youth member;, to sacrifi,·e 
some minutes of plen�me in favor of the apostola.te. llforeo,·er 
every meet_ing 1iresupposes the sacriJice of an hom of leisure or of 
study or of relaxation- a  sacrifice re,1.lly felt irn,l coasented to: for 
self-clenial shoulcl be the basis of the life of every Catholic. Stmlmt 
Youth member. 

The meeting generally la.sts an hour ,w<l procee<ls as follows: 
1. The Pre.�ident invites the dire.ctor to recite the 1miyer: 

the Otu· Father, the Hail l\fo.ry ancl the invorntion,i, to the. patrons 
of the group. 

2. Then a ma.cling of the minutes of the prec.ediug meeting 
t,akes place. These minutes should lJe clra,V11 up in such n, ni:1nner 
as to give an exa,ct recorcl of what was sn.icl nncl clone and what 
results followe(l upon the prececling meeting. This report is 
adopted, modified. or rejected accor(ling to the invitation of the 
president. The members may ask lea.vs t-o express themselves. 
Words of assent ancl felicitn ti0n n.ncl rectific.atiou a.ncl a.dclitions 
constitute so many necessary actions. which if faithfully cnrriecl 
ot1t will prevent the-record of the meeting from liecoming a 1>i011$ 
bromide aucl prevent the meeting from degenerating into what is 
called a lay sermon by a tyro orator gravely cleveloping some 
vague commonplace before a passive and ·weary au'clience. 

In. order to know ancl cherish the Holy Gospel, the members 
pre.�ent in turn a personal commentary uvon the Sacred 1.'ext, 
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The speaker mads the iuclicated page a,nd then witl.wut the aid of 
notes he points out what pmctical ancl precise application can be 
made from the divine lesson. Then there follow various suggen"S­
stions presentecl by the other members aucl once again the-re are 
friendly ancl judicious disr,ussions that are to the point and r.al­
culated to impart a. general moral ancl supemat,ural em•ic-h­
ment. 

The talk or conference, really the main business. i8 confided 
to some member at the outset of the semester 01· the. quarter. This 
t-alk tends to trnin the Catholic Student Youth in the art of publir. 
<lisroun,e and to develop in them, together with a. spirit of initia­
ti,e. a clisti.nctive personality; it causes them to become ac•.quaint­
ecl with a numbe.r of practiN1-l facts quite ner.essary in the apos­
olate; it cliscreetly introdur-es them to the problems which are 
stining minds and whose solution demands no leM cha.rity than 
<.>ompetence. The subjects are detenninecl by the executive bureau 
in such manner as to secure unity. A plan ancl bibliography 
are. aclded, but the final choice is left with the confereucier him­
self. TJ1e 1'1.evelopment either read, or spoken without notes, is 
eva.Inated, cUscussecl, completed either at the end of the reading 
or cluring the very comse of the business. Catholic Rt\ldent 
Youth being a recent specialized movement of a socfa.l nature, the 
i;nhjects for discussion are naturally borrowed from 1'6ligious and 
sorial questions, keeping always, howeve1·, a dear-cut view of the 
encl to be obtained, namely to serve and to conquer for Christ. 

The ba.-se or the point of view whence all startfl is the person 
of om· Lorcl ,Je,sus Clu-ist, His life, communicated to the soul of 
the Cln·istian by means of grnce and prayer a.nd the sacraments, 
above all by Holy Communi!ln. We point out here that to have 
truly militant members frequent Holy Communion is ind.ispen­
sn ble. The apostolate takes on a supernatural value ouly by 
means of the presence. of Christ in the soul of the apostle: it is 
Christ alone who ca.n enlighten and vivify ancl rencler fruitful. 

One mayo btain ample matter for· interesting talks by request­
ing the members of the Catholic Student Youth to prepare their 
work during the vacations; for the time then is not lacking to get 
together a clocumented, lively, and va.riecl paper. Why shoulcl 
they not present with modesty to their companions, who may be 
at first a little Rurprisecl but edified, the results of their own expe­
riences, of their own observatio11s and of their own youthful enter­
prises. They would thus become for one another so many causes 
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for spi.J:itun.l nwn.kening. so mnn;r kttllject,i engaged in Ohristin.n 
emulation. 

Fina.Uy, the di1·ecto1·, upoll being invited to My 11, fe.w words 
11, propos, enclenvo1'K to e,ffe0t 11, moni tluH·ough orientntion, n.nd 
if need be, he co,upletes some Sltl>jeot thiit he hohlx to be cSl!en­
�i,,l for the liffl of the group, for e:mmple, the 11fate. of grM.e, medi­
tation. repo,rn,tion. He. mo1·eovc1-. ha-8 prepn.re.rl for the meetinp: 
by 11. he11,rt-to-he,wt to,Jk with the presiclent .. nml it i� soon �ee-n 
that the relationfi between the two heMli! are corclinl anrl trnstf11J. 
The president conl'ln<les the meet,ing aml 111:1.11;. ont the progmm 
for tl1e succeeding meeting. 

It shon.l<l be ,,<l<le<l thn.t tilt< r.ha.pln i1111 of th<• e�tnblislunent 
lend thei1· cooperation clis<',reetly llllll devotNlly to the functioning 
of the group, whose effective work. howevl'r, ,lel'ives lt!.rgely from 
the dfreotor, who i� a father of th<' p:roup and closer to them. The 
clirector's 11,uthority iuul compet.c.11,·t< rnrog-ni><e<l ancl often invokecl 
1lo not go beyond, however. clil'!•rting a11<l ser-oncling the action 
of the pre;,.iclent m1cl his a.�orintr;,. The Catholic Stmlent Youth 
thui< becomes a school of le-aclers who know. not only how to yielcl 
nml to give way to 011e another. l}llt 1trP n!Ro abl<' to tak<' the 
initiative A,ncl to as.�um<1 responsibility. 

The beneficent infiuen('.e of thE' Gntlaolic Stu<lent Youth 
both within ancl witltout the boa.nling; s(']1ool ifi inconte.5table. 
Withiu the boar<ling �chool it i>< ,i lt!ave11 for supemat\U'al life, 
for goocl spirit n.n<l for work. ls not that iude.e1l what 1;houlcl 
constitute the lift» of the boy! 'l'hc :i.minble and c.ommuuicative 
piety of thel!e good young men passes tu t.lle entirt-- school 1lerso11 -
11el. Daily commmiiou is helcl in gre,it honor. This is tme par­
ticnla.rly of the Con:u.u.nnion of :3nncby. whi('h takes ))Ince outsi<le 
of the MMS a.ud which ,·om,equentl,v rlE.'ma111ls more clumwter to 
receive ancl which bring;; to t.he. HolJ· Tn.blP 11early all o{ the oJ,ler 
11oys. Moreover. the number of Comurnnions tl111t take place on 
the mol'ning immediately afte.r the holiday� coust,,ntly inrreasing 
encourages the belief t.hnt the piety is profound ancl solid. 

Discipline, good spirit, an<l a. great.er fnmil�· bonrl are some of 
the ot-h<>l' frttits of the Catholic �tmlent Yonth apostolate. Grea.t 
,wclqr iu work c1111sa11 Rat.isfnction amonp; 1:he professors. while 
p;1·en.t success in the fin� examination� fZO<'>< to recompense the, 
yonng men. A grenter intellertnnl and mornl di�ripline. anrl tho 
11uperorogatory blit persona.! 111Hl 1lisi11tei·eRtNl work$ t-hat t!Jo:y 
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impose 11pon themselves in view of the npoRtoltitt>. give them n. 
mt\l"kecl :ulvl\Uce over their comrndes. 

·For six yearR tlte gronp lia.� enfarge1l its fielcl of bPnefieent 
action. Upon tlte initiative of �omo of its 1µemhers ancl with 
the e!Jteemecl eneomngementl!, of HiR F.minPnce. the Cnrdinal 
Archbishop, it !ms extended its work to inchule the ele1nentnry 
fi(',hoolR of the< neighboThoocl. Every Friclay the pnpili; of the t,wo 
highest o!M1se� go there< accompnuiP<l by n profe8Sor to tench 
catechism to the poor chilrlren. The Jei:;Rou to he< given is J)l'e­
JJA.recl l>y all t,he cate('Jti�t-s clttring the rourse of the wrek. bnt 
those who are to exerciRI" the-ir zenl on that partir.11Jar ,ln.y 11re 
chosen by lot. The others n.RSiRt nt the leR�onR nnrl imJH'ove 
themRelves lly preparing •� criticiRllt. 

It is 111111&.ell-'!a.ry to n.cltl t,hat t.J,e poor cl1ildren and their 
parents npprec.iat<> a,llcl prniRe. thiR Christian gestnre Oil the JJ1\l't 
of t,he ol<ler JJnpilR of the hoa.r<linp; f!chool. :Moreover. a.JI t,he 
boys i11 the. 1<('hooJ take .� lll'lll't-ical intere«t in t,his work, which 
hrings cl11,--se1< cl0l!ttl' togethel'. fo every uivision of thEI S<'hool 
a "  Box for Sacrifices •· serve" claily for l'ol11>e.ting v1�rious <le!ti.mble 
articles or illllStratecl review�. wllich are· the 1·eRult.!\ of volunta,ry 
l>l'ivation, arnl whir.It the i,atechist� are nl,le to 11se for snsta.i.ning 
the attention a.ml rewa.nlinp; the effort.� o[ their yow1g listenci·s. 
And if tht'"'e ln.tter aJw11,yA wnit. iiup,itit'utl:v for thii< WE'f'ldy le8son 
in  religion t.ht', 1��l.t•11llist.« uM,urnlly 1n·rpai·e them�eh·es to ent<>1· 
heart a.n,l �on.I into tho work wJ1iuh i"' �o import.ant. 

Na.tnmll�• t.ho capitally i1Hpol'tnnt queRtion of the 1wr�everauee 
of our �•01mg Ca.tl1olicK JJre;;<'nts itAelf ,ignin. "'hat becomes of 
them indivithmlly cluring the Jong v,wntion poriodt As n. gPneml 
ml<' they mak0 it a point or <hlt,.v 1,11<1 of honor to be in their 
re.�pective 1wighl>0rhootl what tht'y hnvr bee11 at the bonrdiJ1g 
R<'.ltool. W11 ha.v<' hc.n<l of mau.v i111preAAive. e.xamples in .this 
ma.tt<'lr !<ince- onr oxp<.'ll'iment began Imnll:v seven years ngo. A 
])Oy fourteen year>< ol,1. tht> onl,r one to 110 thr ,;inging in hii, parish, 
write;;: " M.v r,1t.Juw i>< tho orga.nist ,11111 he h1t11- to do the ,tceompnny­
in� wit.11 Oil<.> tingei:. �ometime� two. I clo the. best I ea.n with 
th11 singing. On th!' first Snncfay there WP.re ,it cJnuch my father. 
1. :�ntl tlll't>ll ol,l Jiulie,s, On thu thinl �1t11<111.y there were more 
than thirty Jllll'�ons pr11si-.11t:· 'fwo other r,a,tholic Student Youth 
momher><. both brotheri., nrr the, very Jifo of t-he cli\•i11(>, offke in 
their pa,rii<h: one. 1,ln.y1< t.h�. organ, th<'I othP.r singK. The zeal of 
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